


SOCWK 440: SOCIAL WORK RESEARCH II
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK
Summer 2025 (10 weeks, online)
                   
COURSE NUMBER:  SOCWK 440
TITLE: Social Work Research II
CREDIT HOURS: 3
INSTRUCTOR: Jonel Thaller, PhD, MSW
	Contact Information: jthaller@bsu.edu, 317-372-6668 (cell)
	Virtual Office Hours: Via Zoom or telephone by appointment 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The purpose of Social Work Research II is to assist social work students in advancing their knowledge of social work interventions as well as evaluating their own practice and programs. 
This statistical methods course is designed to introduce basic concepts of descriptive and inferential statistics and to acquaint students with data analysis using SPSS. Upon completion of the course, students should be able to understand, evaluate, and apply statistical methods used by social work researchers. 
Your engagement and success in this course are intertwined. The more engaged you are, the more you’ll learn and the more FUN you’ll have. Yes, this course can be fun! Let’s play with data and explore the fascinations of human behavior together. And, if you’ve read the syllabus at least this far, email or text me your favorite photo of yourself and tell me why it’s your favorite. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
After successfully completing this course, the you will be able to…
· Critically evaluate scholarly literature and choose best practice interventions
· Manage, analyze, and report data related to human behavior and social work interventions
· Evaluate the effectiveness of practice interventions and program outcomes
· Use research evidence to inform practice decision-making 
· Identify and apply statistical tests and symbols used for each level of measurement (nominal, ordinal, & interval/scale) 

REQUIRED TEXTS:
The following materials are required for the course: 

Weinbach, R. W., & Grinnell, R. M. (2015). Statistics for Social Workers, 9th Ed. New York: Pearson. 
IBM SPSS - Available free of charge through Ball State: 
https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk/en/software/spss-installation-guide?id=kb_article&sysparm_article=KB0015653
· You’ll need SPSS installed on your computer by the 2nd week of class. 
· Some Ball State library and computer lab computers also run SPSS—students may use these computers free of charge but only if and when they are available. 

The following materials are also recommended for the course: 
American Psychological Association [APA]. (2019). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association, 7th Ed. Washington, D.C.: Author.
Other readings/materials will be assigned and available via Canvas.
GRADING POLICIES:
There is no penalty for late quiz/assignment submission, but the summer semester is accelerated and often moves more quickly than anticipated. Additionally, each week’s content builds upon the last, so I recommend that you complete each quiz/assignment by Sunday @11:59pm on the week it’s assigned. Note that Week 10 is a shortened week, and that quiz must be submitted by Friday of that week. All quizzes/assignments must be submitted by Friday, July 17. 

Students with Disabilities: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Ball State’s Disabled Student Development (DSD) office. DSD coordinates services for students with disabilities. Documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disabled Student Development can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  Further online information for students may be found at the BSU Disabled Student Development web page.

Communication:
For questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email. During the week, I will typically respond to messages within 48 hours of receiving them. If you have not received a reply from me within 48 hours of sending your message, please feel free to re-send the message because I may have overlooked it.

Feedback on assignments will be provided no later than one week after they are submitted.

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines as presented in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities as outlined in the student handbook. All assignments and examinations must be the sole work of the student. Assignments may be discussed with others, but the actual responses on assignments must be your own. Academic dishonesty can result in a failing grade in the course or on any assignment.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION:
Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary. BSU provides resources to help you. A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.

Technical Assistance:
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions.  The helpdesk can be contacted at 1-765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.

COURSE GRADING:
	Assignment
	Possible Points
	Due Dates

	Weekly Assignments/ Quizzes (8 x 50 points)
	400 points
	Weeks 1-5, 7-9

	Midterm Exam (Descriptive Statistics) 
	50 points
	Week 6

	Final Exam (Descriptive + Inferential Statistics) 
	100 points
	Week 10

	TOTAL POINTS
	550 points
	




GRADING SCALE:

100-95%     = A	76-74%       = C 	 
94-90%       = A-	73-70%       = C-		  
89-87%       = B+	69-67%       = D+	
86-84%       = B	66-64%       = D	
83-80%       = B-	63-60%       = D-		                              
79-77%       = C+        59 & below  = F

COURSE SCHEDULE
	Date
	Topic
	Assignments Due

	Week 1 

	· Numerical Literacy
· Review of Research Terminology
· Using the BSU Library to Find Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
  
	· Read Best, 2007 (Canvas)
· Read Chapter 1
· Quiz 1 (covers Best + Ch 1)


	Week 2

	· Setting Up Data in SPSS


	· View SPSS Videos (YouTube)
· Build-a-Database Assignment


	
DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS


	Week 3

	· Frequency Distributions & Graphs (Bar Chart, Pie Graph, & Histogram)
  
	· Read Chapter 2 + course materials
· Quiz 2 (covers SPSS + Ch 2)


	Week 4 

	· Measures of Central Tendency & Variability (Mean, Median, Mode, Range, & Standard Deviation)
	· Read Chapter 3 + course materials
· Review research report example
· Quiz 3 (covers Ch 3)


	Week 5 

	· Normal Distributions (Skewness, Normal Curve, & Standard Normal Distribution)

	· Read Chapter 4 + course materials
· Quiz 4 (covers Ch 4)


	
INFERENTIAL STATISTICS


	Week 6


	· Testing Hypotheses (Sampling Error, p-Values, Rejection Levels, Statistical Significance)

	· Read Chapter 5 + course materials
· Midterm Exam (Descriptive Statistics) 


	Week 7

	· T-Test & Analysis of Variance
	· Read Chapter 7 + course materials
· Quiz 5 (covers t-test)


	Week 8

	· Chi-Square
	· Read Chapter 8 + course materials
· Quiz 6 (covers chi square)


	Week 9

	· Correlation 
	· Read Chapter 9 + course materials
· Quiz 7 (covers correlation)


	
FINALS WEEK


	Week 10

	· Final Cumulative Exam
	DUE FRIDAY, JULY 17 @ 11:59pm



Please Note:  This schedule may be modified based on the needs of the class and at the instructor's discretion. 

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS: 

· In-Class Quizzes/Assignments: Weeks 1-5, 7-9
· Midterm Exam: Week 6
· Final Cumulative Exam: Week 10

To keep up with the accelerated pace of the summer semester, I recommend that you complete each weekly quiz or assignment in Canvas by the end of each week (Sunday @ 11:59pm). 

Please see the course schedule above for details. 

All quizzes/exams will be open-book and untimed, and you can take them more than once. Questions may be in multiple choice, true-false, matching, or short answer format.

Students who require special accommodations for test taking should contact Disability Services as soon as possible: (765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu)

COURSE POLICIES: 
Policy Regarding Course Incompletes
Students are expected to complete all work before the final session of the class. Incompletes are not granted automatically. The granting of an Incomplete “I” ultimately must be approved at the end of the semester by the department head or chairperson, who retains one copy of the Incomplete form, and sends a copy to the student. A grade of "I" may be assigned only in cases of illness, accident, or other dire occurrence beyond the student's control.
It is the responsibility of the student to request an Incomplete prior to the final class session, and to complete the Memorandum of Incomplete Grade form. This form specifies the work the student must finish including the time frame for submission. The student is required to sign the form and all work must be completed by the deadline specified by the instructor on the Memorandum of Incomplete Grade. Should the student fail to meet the time limitation, the instructor may assign a grade without the required work being completed. Unless an earlier completion date is specified by the instructor, an "I" grade awarded for an undergraduate course will expire as follows: for Fall enrollment, by May 1 of the following year; for Spring and/or Summer enrollment, by December 1 of the same year. An exception is made when an extension on the timeline has been recommended by a department chairperson and approved by the appropriate dean.
Academic Integrity Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the University community. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of the institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. To maintain its performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to the following:
Violations of procedures that protect the integrity of a quiz, examination, or similar evaluation, such as…
· Possessing, referring to, or employing open textbooks or notes or other devices not authorized by the faculty member;
· Copying from another person’s paper;
· Communication with providing assistance, or receiving assistance form another person in a manner not authorized by the faculty member;
· Possessing, buying, selling, obtaining, giving, or using a copy of any unauthorized materials intended to be used as or in the preparation of a quiz or examination or similar evaluation;
· Taking a quiz or examination or similar evaluation in the place of another person;
· Utilizing another person to take a quiz, examination or similar evaluation in place of oneself;
· Changing material on a graded examination and then requesting a re-grading of the examination;
· Cooperating with someone else on a quiz, examination, or similar evaluation without the prior consent of the faculty member.
Plagiarism or violations of procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, such as…
· Submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work which has been wholly or partly created by another person;
· Presenting as one’s own work, ideas, representations or words of another person without customary and proper acknowledgment of sources;
· Submitting as newly executed work, without faculty member’s prior knowledge and consent, one’s own work which has been previously presented for another class at Ball State University or elsewhere;
· Knowingly permitting one’s work to be submitted by another person as if they were the submitter’s original work;
· Cooperating with another person in academic dishonesty, either directly or indirectly, as an intermediary agent or broker;
· Knowingly destroying or altering another student’s work, whether in written form, computer files, art work, or other format;
· Aiding, abetting, or attempting to commit an act or action which would constitute academic dishonesty.
Professional Conduct Policy
Students in a professional program should conduct themselves as professionals in relation to the class and assignments. Full participation is encouraged as long as it is appropriate to the course content. Respect for the opinions of others is expected. Frequent lateness or professionally unbecoming class conduct are likely to result in a lowered grade. Students are evaluated on their personal and professional behavior or conduct in this class as described in the Code of Ethics.
With the exception of legally prescribed medications, any use of consciousness altering substances before, during, or between class sessions obviously impairs learning and is unacceptable.
Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action Policy
Ball State University provides equal opportunity to all students and applicants for admission in its education programs, activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex (except where sex is a bona fide qualification), sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, national origin, ancestry, or age. Concerns regarding this policy should be referred to the Director of Affirmative Action (765) 285-5162.
Furthermore, all departmental and program practices are subjected to the non-discrimination and affirmative action standards embodied in the Council on Social Work Education’s, Education Policy and Accreditation Standards https://cswe.org/getattachment/Accreditation/Accreditation-Process/2015-EPAS/2015EPAS_Web_FINAL.pdf.aspx, the professional standards found in the National Association of Social Work’s Code of Ethics https://www.socialworkers.org/About/Ethics/Code-of-Ethics/Code-of-Ethics-English, and the University’s Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/studentcode .
Americans with Disabilities Act Policy
The following statement is provided by Office of Disability Services:
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State’s Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. The Office of Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services/accommodations.
If you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. My office location and hours are posted on the first page of this syllabus.
Please note: At Ball State University, the responsibility for determining a student’s eligibility for accommodation, if needed, rests with the Office of Disabled Student Development. Students must register with the Office of Disability Services (765) 285-5293 (University Student Center, Room 116) in order to receive reasonable accommodations in the classroom. This office will provide the student with a letter listing appropriate accommodations and describing options for the administration of accommodated tests.
Students reserve the right to decide if and when to self-identify to the instructor. Should a student choose to self-identify, she/he will need to provide the instructor with the Office of Disability Services letter detailing specific accommodations.
Please refer to The Disabled Student in the Classroom in the student handbook, which describes the University’s responsibility to students with special needs.
Release of Information Policies and Procedures
Ball State University accords all rights under the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act of 1974 to students of the university. The University will not disclose any information from students’ educational records without the written consent of the student except to school officials within the University who have been determined to have legitimate educational interests, to officials of other institutions in which the student seeks to enroll, to certain federal and state officials for federal program purposes, to persons or organizations providing students financial aid, to accrediting agencies carrying out their accreditation function, to persons in compliance with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena, or to protect the health or safety of students or others in an emergency. All of these exceptions are permitted under the Privacy Act. The university does have the right to disclose directory information (name, address, phone, etc.) unless specifically requested not to do so by the student. Procedural details
regarding Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 are available from the Office of the Dean of Students, located in the Administration Building, Room 238, and online at https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa.
Classroom Confidentiality Policy
Ball State Social Work classes are confidential environments. This means that all personal and organizational communication remain within the learning system. This is consistent with the NASW Code of Ethics. Participants in social work classes may share private information regarding their personal or professional lives. This information MUST be treated as confidential material that is NOT to be shared outside the classroom.
Grade Appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/grade-appeal.
Department Grade Appeal Process:
A student who wishes to appeal final grade must send to the instructor a request for reconsideration of the grade with a rationale for reconsideration. The request shall be in writing (email preferred) and sent to the instructor within five (5) school days (including summer terms, however, see 6.7.1.d above) after the final grade is posted by the Registrar's Office.
The instructor shall respond in writing (email preferred) with a decision regarding the student's grade within five (5) school days after receiving the request.
If the instructor does not respond within the five (5) days period in (b) above, the student may choose to send the appeal request to the unit head (e.g. department chair or program director) of the department or program that offers the class for a response.
If the instructor responds within the five (5) school day period with a decision with which the student does not agree and the student wishes to proceed with an appeal, the student shall send written request (email preferred) for review of the grade to the unit head within five (5) days of receiving the response from the instructor. The written communication to the unit head should provide detailed information regarding the disputed grade including the written exchanges with the instructor.
The unit head shall respond in writing (email preferred) to the student within five (5) school days of receiving the student's request for a review of the grade. The unit head's response should outline the details of the resolution. If the unit head cannot resolve the dispute, his/her communication to the student should refer the student to the University Grade Appeal process (e.g., a link to the Grade Appeal policy at https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/grade-appeal and/or the Office of the Associate Provost).
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