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BSU ACC 201 

ACC 201 Principles of Accounting | Fall 2026 
Ball State University, Miller College of Business  

Paul W. Parkison Department of Accounting 
Instructor:     Nadra Pencle, Ph.D.  
 
Email:     
    

 
nspencle@bsu.edu  

Office:    WB 335  
 

 Phone     
  

(765) 285-5105 (BSU)  

Office Hours:   Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am-10:45am; 12:20pm-1:45pm; 4:50pm to 
5:50pm Other times by appointment via Zoom (no office hours on exam days) 

       
 Text Materials:   

  

  
  

John J. Wild.  Financial Accounting: Information for Decisions.   
(11th) Edition with Connect Access.  McGraw-Hill Higher Education 
ISBN 1266290230 

Available with Ball State First Day (Ball State First Day | Ball State 
University) 

Optional Study Guide, Working Papers and other supplements are available. 
CONNECT-on-line quiz and homework application (REQUIRED)  
Connect (Registration via Canvas on Canvas – see separate registration 
information)  
  

Calculator:    Simple 4 function calculator-only type of calculator you will need on   
      exams and quizzes, if desired. The use of cell phone calculators for test   
      
  

taking is not permitted.  

 
Course Description: An introduction to accounting emphasizing the basic principles underlying the accounting 

cycle. Includes the preparation of reports to management and external users of financial 
statements. Specifically, this course provides students (1) an introduction to the accounting 
concepts, principles used in measuring and reporting for financial entities, (2) the opportunity 
to apply knowledge to solve basic accounting problems, and (3) the opportunity to integrate 
ethical considerations, social, and international implications.  

  
Course Objectives:   The course represents an introduction to accounting with an emphasis on the basic principles 

of the underlying accounting cycle. This includes the preparation of reports to management 
and external users of financial statements.  

  
1) To provide a basic understanding of financial accounting principles as a   part of the 

business core for all business majors.  
        

2) To provide a basic understanding of financial accounting principles for accounting 
majors.  

  
3) Financial statement users rely on the information included in financial statements to arrive 

at decisions, as a result, the importance of ethics in regards to the presentation of financial 
statement date will be addressed.  

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/business-and-auxiliary-services/first-day
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/business-and-auxiliary-services/first-day
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Course Change      Confirm these dates and times via official university calendar. 
    Date:   

 
Course Withdrawal    * Confirm these dates and times via official university calendar. 

Date:     
  

  

Course Format:   This is an active learning class, as such engagement and participation are vital. 
Learning sessions will consist of short lectures and instructional materials from 
various sources, online discussions, teamwork, and online assessments. You will 
have to exercise self-discipline and stay motivated to successfully complete this 
course. I’m here to help you learn😊😊 

  

Academic    The minimum penalty for academic dishonesty will be an “F” for the   
Dishonesty:  

  

course grade. I recommend that you read the Ball State University Student 
Handbook for additional information and penalties for academic dishonesty.  
It is the responsibility of every student at Ball State University to steadfastly 
adhere to truthfulness and to avoid dishonesty, fraud, or deceit of any type in 
connection with any academic program. Any student who violates this Rule of 
Conduct or who knowingly assists another to violate this Rule of Conduct shall be 
subject to discipline. Please see the BSU’s Academic Integrity and Dishonesty 
policies for further information. 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited. These include cheating, 
plagiarism, use of AI, lying in academic matters, fraud, unauthorized access to tests 
and examinations. Soliciting or giving help (without the instructor’s permission) on 
any graded assignment in this course is a violation of the Rule of Conduct.  Yes, this 
does include soliciting or giving help via email, phone or AI. Any unauthorized 
material visible during an exam will be considered being used by the student. In 
addition, cell phones and any other device capable of communicating with 
another human, AI or device are strictly prohibited during all exams. Posting 
course content to, and/or copying course content from online platforms are strictly 
prohibited. Furthermore, any copying or replication of case study work, either from 
current students outside of one’s group or from former students of ACC 201 or 
similar course are considered to be a violation of this and the University’s academic 
honesty policy. Any student who violates this policy or who knowingly assists 
another to violate this conduct will be subject to discipline. Sanctions will be 
imposed to the full extent possible for any student who participates in any act of 
academic dishonesty. 
 

Class Practice & Course 
Etiquette:       

Regular practice is important for you to understand the course material. I highly 
recommend daily practice. Try to develop a daily routine that includes reading and 
practicing accounting (try multiple 15 minutes sessions daily to start and then build 
from there…that can go a long way to build your accounting muscle😊😊). I will 
create multiple opportunities for you to practice the course content: in class, in 
Connect and on Canvas. However, you are responsible for your own education and 
thus the frequency with which you use the online platform will not be tracked for 
purposes of your grade. 

        
Students With   If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a  

https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/calendars/administrative/registrar
https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/calendars/administrative/registrar
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Disabilities:   disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability   
      Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities;   
      documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any   
      accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at   
      
  

765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.       

      If you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need 
special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please  make an 
appointment with me as soon as possible. My office location and hours are noted 
above.  
  

Preferred Names    
and Pronouns:  
 

I wish to always be respectful of you! Therefore, please feel free to inform me if 
you have preferred name(s) or pronoun(s) that you would like for me to use 
throughout the course. Alternatively, you may include your preferred name (s) and 
pronoun(s) in your signature block of your email and your user profiles in Canvas 
and Zoom. If at any point your preferences change, please make the changes and 
update me.  
 

  



 

4 
 

BSU ACC 201 

Evaluation of    You will be evaluated in the following ways:  
Students:  

  
  

  1. Exams (4) will be used to evaluate your ability to comprehend and apply the 
concepts covered. These exams will have several types of questions including true 
and false, multiple choice, problems, and essays. All exams are completed via 
Canvas using Respondus lockdown browser and webcam monitor.  

2. Quizzes and Homework: Your evaluation includes 11 quizzes and 11 homework 
assignments from each chapter we cover. You are required to prepare and submit 
these assignments using Connect (software provided by the textbook’s publisher – 
McGraw Hill). Connect will sync with your Canvas and your grade should update 
automatically. You will have multiple attempts at the quizzes and homework before 
the due date; only your best score will be retained. Your submission deadlines are 
all included online. You will have at least a five-day window to complete each quiz 
and homework. No late quizzes. Late HW submission will be accepted at a 
reduction of 50% per day late. Therefore, no excuses for missed quizzes and 
homework will be accepted. 
Make progress by completing concepts. The number of questions will vary 
depending on your individual needs. 
It's ok to get questions wrong. You still earn 100% if you complete all concepts by 
your due date. 
Submit your answers by selecting your confidence level. This will not affect your 
grade. 

3. Case Study/Class Project – All of our ACC 201 students will undertake a 
comprehensive case study. The case study will provide students with an opportunity 
to simulate the recording of a sampling of accounting activities (journal entries, 
adjustments, financial statement preparation and closing entries) for a business 
venture. The project can be worked on individually or in groups of no more than 
five. Study sessions can be scheduled as needed. I will provide more information as 
the project date approaches.  

4. Attendance and Participation: BSU requires attendance, and so do I. You are 
expected to attend classes and actively and respectfully participate in discussions. 
Attendance and participation will be evaluated based on your physical presence for 
in-person classes and postings to our discussion board. I encourage you to post 
substantive responses at least on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Absences will be excused 
for the following: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, 
military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-
athletes participating in University- or department-approved activities, and 
university advisories. Please supply the necessary documentation at the time your 
request an excused absence.  
 

Grading:     Your final grade will be based on the percentage weights you have earned from:   
      Weights for Grade Determination 

  Pts  % Weights 
Chapter Quizzes (11*8)                88  11.7% 

Syllabus Quiz (1*5)                   5  0.7% 
Exams (4*100)              400  53.3% 

HW (11*15)              165  22.0% 
Attendance & Participation                42  5.6% 

Case Study (1*50)                50  6.7% 
                   750  100% 

   
       Any bonus opportunities offered will be factored into the final grade at the end of the 

semester.  

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies
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      The following percentages will be used to determine your final grade in this  
      course  
         
Grading Scale:     

Grade Scale: 

A 100% – 93% C 76.99% - 73% 

A- 92.99% - 90% C- 72.99% - 70% 

B+ 89.99% - 87% D+ 69.99% - 67% 

B 86.99% - 83% D 66.99% - 63% 

B- 82.99% - 80% D- 62.99% - 60% 

C+ 79.99% - 77% F < 60% 
 

  
A reminder that a minimum of “C” in this course is required for students with business core 
majors.  
      
All exams are to be taken within the scheduled exam window. All assignments to be 
submitted by date due. If you should miss an exam (1,2, or 3) due to a genuine emergency, 
then the average of the other 2 noncomprehensive final exam will replace your missed exam.  
NO MAKEUP for the final exam. Proper documentation is required.  
 
Opportunities for extra credit will be made available throughout the semester,     generally 
through quizzes that will be offered prior to each of our exam.  

  
Learning Center:    The Learning Center offers FREE TUTORING for many courses on campus, including science 

and humanities, modern languages, math and business, help with any writing task, and study 
strategies such as time management, test taking, note taking, and effective textbook reading.   
  
Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. 
Unvaccinated students are required to wear masks and practice physical distancing in the 
Learning Center. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “TutorTrac” in the 
Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://ballstate.go-redrock.com. Please 
follow the instructions above to make or cancel online appointments and call us if you have 
questions! They can help! 

   

Tutoring:  

  

Tutoring is also available from Accounting Graduate Student volunteers. The 
schedule for this Semester is available in the Departmental Office WB 303 and on 
your Canvas webpage. 

Assurance of    The Miller College of Business is committed to ensuring that every student  
Learning (AOL):    who graduates with a business degree is competent in five areas that are   
      crucial to success in business. These learning goals can be easily    
      remembered with the acronym C-KITE (Communication, Knowledge,   
      Integration, Teamwork, and Ethics). As part of the business curriculum, this  
      class will advance your experience with these goals in the following way:   
 Communication: Miller College Graduates will be able to communicate appropriately in a professional context. 
Specifically, they will be 
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· effective oral communicators who can: organize a presentation; use transitions; avoid verbal pauses; maintain 
audience interest; use eye contact, body language, and use visual aids effectively 
· effective written communicators who can: introduce the main idea; provide closure consistent to the main idea; use 
content to support the main idea; use transitions and emphases; maintain connections between ideas; use organizational 
structure effectively (paragraphs, flow); effectively use diction and conventions; and avoid spelling and grammatical 
errors. 
 Knowledge: Graduates will have functional area knowledge.  
  
• Graduates of the Miller College of Business will have basic knowledge of Accounting.   
  
Integration: Graduate will be able to integrate business knowledge in decision making.  Miller College Graduates 
will be able to integrate business knowledge in decision making. They will be able to 

· Identify issues confronting the organization 
· Synthesize and analyze available information 
· Draw well-reasoned inferences and judgments for courses of action 
· Design a plan for implementing the course of action 
Technology: Miller College Graduates will be able to obtain, manage and communicate data effectively. They will 
be able to: 
• Analyze data for information to support decision-making using technology. 
• Identify common data security risks and safeguards. 
• Use common cloud technologies to collaborate on projects effectively. 

Ethics: Graduates will be able to recognize and resolve ethical dilemmas.  
Graduates of the Miller College of Business can detect an ethical dilemma in a business situation.  

In this class, you will demonstrate 
· Communication, by generating written reports and making oral presentations. 
· Knowledge, by mastering basic business concepts 
· Ethics, by reading a business case and identifying and recommending solutions to a business problem. 

   
EDUCATIONAL TESTING SERVICE (ETS) - Major Field Test - Bachelor's Degree in Bus.   
 As part of the Assurance of Learning process, the ETS Major Field Test - Bachelor's Degree in Business is 
administered to Miller College of Business majors enrolled in MGT - 491 (typical during the spring semester). 
Completing the ETS Major Field Test - Bachelor's Degree in Business is a Miller College of Business requirement 
which is administered through the MGT - 491 course. Results of this test confirm student learning goals are being met 
and/or provide guidance for continuous improvement. It is recommended that Miller College of Business majors 
become familiar with both ETS and the ETS Major Field Test - Bachelor's Degree in Business. For more information 
about ETS, visit this link: http://www.ets.org/; for more information about the ETS  

 Major  Field  Test  -  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Business,  visit  this  link:  
http://www.ets.org/mft/about/content/bachelor_business/  

CANVAS  

We will use Canvas to communicate most of the information related to the class.  

Tentative Course  The following is the tentative course schedule for the semester. We will keep to   
Schedule:  the schedule as closely as possible. Significant changes will be posted via  `1 “announcements“ in 

Canvas.  
All quizzes are due @ noon on the dates noted below. HW due at 11:59pm. 
All quizzes are due @ noon on the dates noted above. HW due at 11:59pm. 
*Confirm these dates and times via official university calendar.     
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Waiting to complete (or start) your assignments at the last minute, is never a good idea. I will generally be available to 
assist with homework questions; however, please expect at least a 24-48hr response time, this time may be greater on 
weekends and close to due dates.  

*** Please Note: I reserve the right to adjust this schedule based on class progress throughout the semester. If you 
are not in class on a day that a change may be made, it is your responsibility to find out any changes from a classmate.  
I will NOT provide you with notes or “recap” what was covered in a missed class – I only teach a class once on the 
scheduled class meeting times and I expect you to be here. Students are required to attend classes in this course and 
I will be taking attendance. Therefore, if you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out what we have covered 
from a classmate. 
 

  Other Information and Resources 
 

Undergraduate Programs Website  
Miller majors, minors, prereqs, and sample eight-semester plans are available on one concise webpage. Please make 
use of and readily promote this offering: www.bsu.edu/business/success  
Miller College Academic Advising  
Find your advisor here: https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/mcob/undergraduate-
programs/advising 
Miller College Academic Advising 
All major advising (sophomore-senior) for Miller College, with the exception of Entrepreneurship & Innovation and 
Honors, is administered by Central Advising. Major advisors are: 

Major Advisor Office 
Accounting  Alex Stoltie  WB 171  
Business Administration  Nikki Vicks  WB 169  
Business Analytics  Alex Stoltie  WB 171  
Computer Information Systems  Lucas Pint  WB 167  
Economics  Alex Stoltie  WB 171  
Entrepreneurship & Innovation  Alex Stoltie*  WB 171  
Fashion Industry Studies  Katelynn 

Gossage*  
WB 165  

Finance  Lucas Pint  WB 167  
Hospitality Innovation & Leadership  Lucas Pint*  WB 165  
Human Resource Management  Lucas Pint*  WB 165  
International Business  Chris Westfall*  NQ 340  
Logistics & Supply Chain 
Management  

Lucas Pint  WB 167  

Marketing  Katelynn Gossage  WB 173  
Professional Selling  Katelynn Gossage  WB 173  
Property Management  Chris Westfall*  NQ 340  
Risk Management & Insurance  Lucas Pint  WB 167  

 * Temporary until a new full-time advisor is hired. 

Advising is by appointment only. Use Navigate to schedule. For help with scheduling, please call 765-285-5329 or 

stop by WB 147 during our office hours. 

University Information and Policies 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring for many courses at Ball State. To make an appointment, students must 
visit my.bsu.edu and click “Navigate.” For more information, visit www.bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-
3780. The Learning Center is located in NQ 350.   
 

 
Withdrawal from Course  

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/mcob/undergraduate-programs/advising
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/mcob/undergraduate-programs/advising
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/mcob/undergraduate-programs/advising
https://bsu.campus.eab.com/
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
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For purposes of withdrawing from the course, the student must submit the appropriate withdrawal form to the Office of 
Registration and Academic Progress by the deadline as specified by the university. 
 
AI Use Policy for Students 
As part of our commitment to academic integrity and the responsible use of technology, the following AI Use Policy has 
been established for all students: 

1. Permitted Uses: 
• AI tools may be used for research, data analysis, and enhancing understanding of course material. 
• AI may assist in brainstorming ideas and improving the clarity of written assignments. 

2. Prohibited Uses: 
• AI tools must not be used to complete assignments, exams, or other assessments on behalf of the student. 
• Submitting AI-generated content as your own work without proper attribution is considered plagiarism. 

3. Transparency: 
• If AI tools are used in the completion of any part of an assignment, students must disclose this use and 

provide appropriate citations where applicable. 
• Students should document and be prepared to explain their use of AI and the decisions made 

independently of AI input. 
4. Accountability: 

• Students are responsible for ensuring the accuracy and originality of their work, even if AI tools have 
been utilized. 

• Misuse of AI tools may result in disciplinary action under the institution's academic integrity policies. 
5. Ethical Considerations: 

• Students should consider the ethical implications of AI use and strive to use these tools in ways that 
promote learning and personal growth. 

• Respect for privacy, data security, and the potential biases of AI tools should be maintained at all times. 
By adhering to this policy, students can ensure that their use of AI enhances their educational experience while upholding 
the highest standards of academic integrity. 
 
University Statements and Policies 
 
University Statement 

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various   
experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and 
civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found at the Multicultural 
Center website. 

Disability Services  
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Disability Services as soon 
as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a 
disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be 
contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free 
expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball 
State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, 
ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball 
State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

Attendance Policy: BSU requires attendance, 

Ball State First Day                                                                                                                                                   This 
course is part of our course material delivery program, Ball State First Day. The bookstore will provide each student with 
a convenient package containing all required physical books and any digital materials will be integrated into Canvas for 
this course. Students who do not want to participate in the First Day program may choose to opt out. 
Please ensure that you use this link to review BSU’s polices related to : 

• Title IX 
• University Grade Appeal Policy  

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/beneficence
http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/faculty-services/syllabus-resources#accordion_recommendedstatements
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• Student Academic Ethics Policy  
• Plagiarism Policy 
• The Learning Center  
• The Writing Center  
• The Basic Needs Hub  
• The Counseling Center 
• The Speaking Center   

Ball State Academic Ethics Policy  
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic 
dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit 
of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations 
of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and 
values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Plagiarism Policy 
• Plagiarism is not acceptable. Unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently.  
• Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason. 
• Misuse of AI constitutes plagiarism-Review AI policy.  

 
Potential Violations 
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to: 

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
• Reusing work from another semester, course, or section. 
• Using unauthorized materials during Exams. 
• Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you. 
• Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work. 
• Soliciting others, including AI, to complete work for you. 
• Posting course files and resources on study or content-sharing websites. 

Plagiarism Detection 
The campus subscribes to SimCheck, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit 
written assignments to SimCheck. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The 
student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, 
in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work. 
Academic Support Services 
The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing 
Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a 
free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are 
available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 
The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make 
appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. All students are required to wear masks in the 
Learning Center. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on "TutorTrac" in the Additional Tools section, 
or just go directly to https://ballstate.go-redrock.com. 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate 
documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Subject to Change Statement 
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 
 
 
  

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://ballstate.go-redrock.com/
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