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CC205-2 Mythologies of the World 
Spring 2026 

Introducing mythological traditions from various cultures, CC 205 has two goals. Students learn basic 
characters and narratives in Greco-Roman myths. But an important second goal is to examine the shared 
human concerns of myths from other cultures. 

1. Course Basics 

Mythologies of the World  
CC205, 2 (20775), Spring 2026 
MWF 2pm - 2:50pm (tentative location: North Quad 078) 
 

2. Instructor Information 
Dr. Richard J. King, Teaching Professor of Classics 
Department of History 
BB 231 
Ball State University, Muncie, IN 
Email: richardking@bsu.edu 
Tel.: 765-285-1381

3. Course Information 

Course Description 
Classical mythology (Greek and Roman) represents Western tradition in a comparative study with other 
mythologies of the world. Emphasizes understanding mythologies as symbolic cultural systems expressing 
societal values. 

Prerequisites 

None.  

Course Objectives 
• Identify and recognize key terms, trends, perspectives, and theories in the study of classical cultures. 

• Critique key trends, perspectives, and theories in the study of classical cultures. 

• Demonstrate, in clear and appropriate speech and writing, a comprehension of the texts and cultural 
contexts on a variety of topics. 

• Identify, compare, and evaluate the various ways ancient societies deal with the rights of families, 
individuals, and groups. 

• Identify, compare, and evaluate the issues that reveal cultural differences in the ancient world with 
similar issues in modern cultures. 

 

Course Modality/Structure 
This semester, instruction in this course section will mainly delivered face-to-face on campus and will meet three 
days per week. While some assignments occur in class, many can be completed on Canvas.  

mailto:richardking@bsu.edu
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4. Course Materials 

Required: Classical Mythology, by M. Morford and R. Lenardon, Oxford, 2003; later editions (11th). Earlier 
Editions are acceptable too. 
Required: The World of Myth, by David A. Leeming; 2014 edition or later. 
 
To save money: look for older editions, e-book versions, or online pdf versions of the above, such as 

https://archive.org/details/ClassicalMythology (download options). See also Ball State First Day. 
 

Canvas: you’ll need electronic/web Access to view Canvas at bsu.edu, through a computer. (There is also a 
phone app; use a computer for Canvas quizzes/tests.) 

 

5. Course Assignments and Assessments 

Course Assignments 
This course has a weighted course grade: 

Unit 1 Test: 15% (15 points out of 100) 
Unit 2 Test: 15% (15 points out of 100) 
Unit 3 Test (Final): 15% (15 points out of 100) 
Writing: 10% (10 points out of 100) 
Average of Short Assignments (short quizzes, discussions, etc.): 45% (45 points out of 100) 

 
Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be 
posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track. 
 

Course Grading Scale 
 
 

Letter Grade Range 

A 100% - 93% 

 A- <92% - 90% 

  B+ <89% - 87% 

B <86% - 83% 

 B- <82% - 80% 

  C+ <79% - 77% 

C <76% - 73% 

 C- <72% - 70% 

  D+ <69% - 67% 

D <66% - 63% 

 D- <62% - 60% 

F <59% - 0% 

https://archive.org/details/ClassicalMythology
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/business-and-auxiliary-services/first-day
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6. University Policies and Statements 

University Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various 
experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of 
respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please 
contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services Office coordinates services for 
students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, 
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each 
person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from 
differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of 
Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
 

Attendance 
Ball State expects students to attend all class meetings (required by the university). And attendance is very 
important for success in this language class, as it is in other classes.  
However, situations arise. If so, please document the reason, if possible. 

• Absences will be excused for the following: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course 
addition, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes 
participating in University- or department-approved activities, and university advisories. 

• Students may encounter other circumstances (e.g. car accidents, job interviews) that result in course 
absences. Only faculty members can excuse these absences and adjustments are at the discretion of the 
instructor. Where possible, and with sufficient documentation, faculty should support student 
educational activities. 

• Consider field-specific best practices as well as student well-being. 

Students are expected to notify all their instructors once they anticipate being absent for any reason (e.g., 
funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). The student may 
need to provide documentation (with confidential information redacted when appropriate) to each instructor if 
requested. 
 

7. Student Support Services 
The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can 
make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit 
myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to 
bsu.navigate.eab.com.  
 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the 
appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.    
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will 
provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0
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information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us 
on Instagram: BallStateLC.  

The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the 
Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online 
during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.  
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all 
students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster 
presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, 
go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because 
appointments book quickly! 

The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, 
and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs 
Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive 
staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can 
submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  
 

The Counseling Center  
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling 
Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. 
Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental 
health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm 
and/or suicide.  

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include 
homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a 
therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with 
getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-
campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-
demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link 
to our website, can be found here. 

The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their 
public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and 
effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech 
preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or 
you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.   
 
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an 
appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. 
Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in 
virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment. 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
https://www.instagram.com/ballstatelc/
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fbsucc&data=05%7C02%7Clnlittleford%40bsu.edu%7C9446864a89af4aac59a408dd1f8771fd%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638701388764876009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KCp67wp6xCWyxXTkY73wRltLjNY2m5b8xChtpZqPToY%3D&reserved=0
https://sitecorecms.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/communicationstudies/speaking-center
https://bsu.campus.eab.com/
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8. Course Schedule 

To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class community, the 
course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule will always be available 
on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions. 

9. Subject to Change Statement 

This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 
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Tentative Topics List  

Major Units of this Course 

There are three major units. After each, there is a test (Test 1, Test 2, the Final). Each unit 

contains topics that the instructor will treat selectively: students must attend and observe the 

topics discussed. The tests may contain cumulative questions. (PowerPoints for most topics) 

Abbreviations: 

ML refers to Classical Mythology, by Morford and Lenardon, 9th edition, 2011. If using earlier or 

later editions, estimate by chapter titles and themes (you can use the book index too). 

Leeming refers to The World of Myth by D. Leeming.  

Pwpt refers to PowerPoint slides. Doc refers to MS Word documents. These provide 

“springboards” for class lecture and discussion. 

Part I Greek Creation Myth  

What is Myth? Scholarly approaches and definitions ML Ch. 1 

What is Myth? Historical and social context   ML Ch. 2 

Greek Cosmogony (“Birth of the Gods”)   ML Ch. 3 

Sacred Marriage and Mother Earth Fertility   powerpoint 

Other Cosmogonies: Orphism and Aristophanes  powerpoint 

Ovid’s Cosmogonies: Metamorphoses and Ovid’s Fasti powerpoint 

Zeus’ Birth       ML Ch. 4 

Zeus’ Battles for Control     ML Ch. 4 

The Anthropogony (“Birth of Humans”)   ML Ch 4 

The Anthropogony (Plato, “origin of Love,” Symposium) ML Ch. 9, Aristophanes’ Speech 

The Great Flood in Greek Myth    ML Ch 4, Zeus, Lycaon, Mortal Wickedness 

Greek Gods       ML Ch. 5; powerpoint 

Test 1 (early Feb.?) actual date determined by in-class progress 

Part II Other World Myths  

Important transcultural themes  powerpoint 

Tengriism      powerpoint 

Native American Creation: Hopi et al. pwpt; Leeming 80-81 (Hopi); 38-39 (Acoma) 
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Native American Creation: Mayan  pwpt; Leeming 65-67 

Goddess, Tree, and Serpent                              pwpt; Leeming 20-24; Hebrew, Babylonian elements 

Babylonian Creation                                           ML Ch 4, 104-110, pwpt; Leeming 20-24 

Babylonian Gilgamesh  pwpt; Leeming 252-57, 44-49 (Utanapishtim), 49-

55 (Noah) 

Egyptian creation myths   pwpt, docs; Leeming 17-18, 90-92 

Egyptian Myth of Kingship    pwpt, docs; Leeming 90-92 

Vedic & Hindu Gods in India  pwpts, docs; Leeming 194-200 (Indra, Parade of Ants) 

Hindu Creation     pwpt, doc 

Indian Myth: Ramayana Story  pwpt, doc; Leeming 249-50 

Indian Myths 2 Ramayana: Some Images  pwpt 

Chinese Creation Myths    pwpts, docs; Leeming 27-28 

Chinese Hero Myths    docs (Yi; Bao Chu) 

Japanese Creation Myth    pwpt; Leeming 188-89 

Zoroastrianism and Mithraism   ML Ch 16, p. 394-95; Leeming 26-27, 185-7 

[[Norse Creation Myths   pwpt; Leeming 33-34, 109-11]] 

Test 2 (Mid-Late March?) actual date to be determined by in-class progress 

Part III Return to Greek Myth  

Greek and Roman Pantheon    Leeming 95-109 

Apollo and Axis Mundi    ML Ch. 11 

Artemis      ML Ch. 10 

Demeter      ML Ch. 14 

Dionysus      ML Ch 13 

Final Exam: date determined by BSU (During Final Examination Week) 

Addendum: A Repertoire of Additional Topics (Part III) 
Aphrodite   ML Ch. 9 
Selected ideas on Roman Venus:  pwpt 
Athena    ML Ch. 8 
Hermes    ML Ch. 12 
Hero (Rite of Passage) pwpt; ML Part 2 Sagas 
Theban Saga   ML Ch. 17 
Mycenaean Saga   ML Ch. 18 

Trojan Saga   ML Ch. 19 
Returns and the Odyssey  ML Ch. 20 
Herakles    ML Ch. 22 
Theseus and Attic Legends ML Ch. 23 
Jason, Medea and the Argonauts ML Ch. 24 
Orpheus

 


