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LA 490 Independent Study 
Fall 2025 
COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Catalog Description: An independent study in environmental topics. Prerequisite: 
approval of the program proposal by a faculty advisor, the professor responsible for study 
assessment, and the department chairperson. 
Credits: 1-3 
Class Physical Location:      AB 210 
Class Meeting Times:           See Office Hours 

INSTRUCTOR 

Instructor: Jeremy Merrill, PhD. 
Email: jmerrill3@bsu.edu 
Office Location: AB 209  
Office Hours: MWF 1-3pm 
Faculty Mailbox: AB 226 

General Caveats: This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating 
circumstances. Any times mentioned during this course are Muncie, IN (Eastern Time Zone). 

University Statement: 

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we 
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or 
accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as 
possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; 
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can 
be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Attendance Policy: 

Course attendance policies are up to the individual faculty but must be consistent with University 
policies regarding student absences. Absences will be excused for the following: funeral and 
bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, military absences, observance of religious 
holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes participating in University- or department-approved 
activities, and university advisories. 
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Students may encounter other circumstances (e.g. car accidents, job interviews) that result in 
course absences. Only faculty members can excuse these absences and adjustments are at the 
discretion of the instructor. Where possible, and with sufficient documentation, faculty should 
support student educational activities. 
Consider field-specific best practices as well as student well-being. 
In general, students are expected to notify all their instructors once they anticipate being absent 
for any reason (e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected 
injury or illness). The student may need to provide documentation (with confidential information 
redacted when appropriate) to each instructor if requested. 
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