Research Seminar PSYS-492 
Dr. Adam Lueke
aklueke@bsu.edu
Office: Online
       
Class Times:  ONLINE   Room:  N/A     Office Hours (by Zoom): W 2:30-5:30pm or by appointment
TA:     TA Email: 

Required Materials: A laptop: Either your own or the laptops provided in the classroom.

Prerequisites: Senior psychological science majors with PSYS 284, PSYS 385, and a minimum of 12 additional hours in psychological science.

Course Description:  Welcome to Research Seminar! This course brings together elements of Research Methods and Statistics in order to allow you to create your very own research. In this course, you will determine a potential question that you would like to study, create a hypothesis about what you think will happen, use relevant psychological literature to support that hypothesis, collect data to test that hypothesis, analyze your results to see if they support your hypothesis, and then learn to put everything together in a paper that is meant for publication in an academic journal. You will also be presenting your research to the class, and to the public. 

You will be working in groups for the most part, with some individual work as well. Our research topic for this course will be Mindfulness. Example topics include Mindfulness & Mental Health, Mindfulness and Cognition, Mindfulness and Interpersonal Relationships, and Mindfulness and Well-Being.

Course Objectives: This capstone course is designed to provide a hands-on learning experience for students to apply course knowledge acquired as a psychological science major. By the end of this course, students should be able to: 
· Develop and implement a testable research question 
· Conduct and summarize a review of the literature relevant to a research question
· Collect data in an ethical manner 
· Analyze and report the findings using formal statistical tests
· Effectively communicate information about research (both verbally and written) 
· Students will write a final research paper (APA format)
· Present the project at a local poster session 
· Undergraduate Research Student Learning Outcomes:
· Students will explain relevant issues within the context of the course or project.  
· Students will apply high-impact skill sets to their field of study.

Course Format: The course is structured as a relatively informal seminar. Class topics (listed in the calendar below) will be used as a timeline to guide group projects throughout the semester. Please note – modifications to the calendar may be necessary based on group progress. All modifications will be clearly discussed in class.

While this class is online, we will have weekly class Zoom meetings so I can make sure each group is on track. Each Tuesday the class will meet during the scheduled class time over Zoom to go over responsibilities for the week and answer any questions. Thursdays are optional meeting times. You can schedule your group to meet with me during that time if you need it. If your group does not need to meet with me, then you do not need to attend Thursday’s meeting.

Your job is to review the material for the week in the Canvas modules before class on Tuesday to see if you have any questions. For instance, for Week 1 there is a lecture about Mindfulness and related research, as well as a handout designed to get your group thinking about the topic you want to study related to mindfulness. Each member of your groups should watch the lecture before Tuesday’s class and look at the handout to make sure everything is clear. You can then ask any questions you have during Tuesday’s class. Your group can then communicate with each other how you want to complete the handout before the due date. If necessary, you could then schedule a meeting with me during scheduled class time on Thursday. Meetings on Tuesdays will count toward your Class Participation points.

**I will provide you with a sample of each section (abstract, introduction, method, results, & discussion). However, these are just general examples. Each project is different and information may need to be modified, added, or removed in these sections. These examples serve as general guidelines only that with my feedback will be adapted for your specific project**
Grading Criteria:
Please note that written assignments take time to grade. I will post your grade on Canvas as soon as possible.

All assignments must be turned in as Word documents. PDFs or links to Google Drive documents will not be accepted.

1. CITI Training (10 points): All students are required to complete the CITI (Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative) ethics training. After registering with CITI, under Question 1, please check the course "Social & Behavioral Research Investigators." You must score at least 80% on the quizzes following the modules to receive this certification. Submit your CITI certificate through Blackboard. This assignment is graded as either completed for 15 points or incomplete for 0 points.
If you do not complete your CITI certification, you will NOT be able to proceed with your research project.
The training is valid for 3 years, so if you have already completed it (e.g., in PSYS 385) all you need to do is submit your training certificate.  For more information and to get started, click on the following link: https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/research-integrity/training-and-presentations

Make sure to click “Social and Behavioral Research Investigators” for Question 1. Click “No” or the equivalent for all other questions.

2. Accomplishment Sheets & Peer Contribution/Evaluation (20 pts):  This assignment is extremely simple and straightforward. You will simply need to provide a little detail as to what your group has been working on since the last accomplishment sheet and if you feel your group is working cohesively together. These are easy points. Do not miss them. There will be four of them during the semester worth 5 points each.

3. Annotated Bibliography (20 points): Minimum of 10 journal articles (can include a maximum of 2 book chapters). An annotated bibliography is a list of citations were each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 250-500 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph. The purpose of the annotation is to inform me of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.

4. Proposal Presentations (50 points): Early in the semester, your group will propose your research project to the class. This presentation will include your research question, the justification for your research question (i.e., the literature background), and your methods. This presentation will provide an opportunity for your group to receive constructive feedback from me, the teaching assistant, and your classmates. – Submit PowerPoint on Canvas.

5. Informed Consent (10 points): The Informed Consent is a vital document for human research studies. Each group will be responsible for creating one.

6. IRB Proposal (40 points): To ensure that all psychological research is conducted in an ethical manner, guidelines and systems have been implemented in academic institutions. All research must be “checked” to see if it is ethical via an Institutional Review Board (IRB). For purposes of this class, you will fill out the Ball State University IRB proposal form and submit to me. I will review the protocol to make sure participants’ safety is considered. Based on my feedback, you may be required to resubmit the form with revisions.

7. Introduction Section (40 points): The introduction will provide the “why” portion of your project (i.e., why is your research question important, and how does past literature inform your research question and hypothesis). 

8. Methods Section (30 points): The methods section will provide the “how” portion of your project (i.e., how are you collecting data). 

9. Results Section (30 points): The results section will provide a general summary of your data and describe the results of the analyses conducted to answer your research question/s posed in the introduction section of your paper (i.e., were your hypotheses supported). 

10. Abstract (10 points): The abstract provides a general summary of your research project.  Maximum of 200 words.

11. Poster (40 points; Some instructions subject to change):
Version 1 (20pts): Prior to presenting a poster at a departmental conference/poster session, you will submit a copy of your poster Version 1 (i.e., the template that you will use to print your poster). Because there is a tight deadline between your submission of the poster Version 1 and the submission to get it printed, you may turn in your poster Version 1 to me up to 1 day late for a 25% reduction in your grade. If Version 1 is not submitted, your group will earn a 0 for Version 1. I will provide quick feedback on the poster Version 1, giving you a couple of days to make revisions prior to submitting it for printing to the Cooper Graphics Lab (Cooper Science Building Room 472). 

Final (20pts): After you have made revisions to the poster Version 1 based on my feedback, you will submit your poster template to the Cooper Graphics Lab (Cooper Science Building Room 472). It is recommended that you submit for printing at least 3 days prior to the presentation day. You will earn points for the edits you made to the poster based on my feedback and your active participation in the poster session. If you do not attend your poster session with your group and poster, you will individually receive a 0 for the presentation.

12. Final Presentation of Results/Discussion (50 points). At the end of the semester, your group will present on your project results and discussion to the class. You will get a 0 if you do not show up for your scheduled time.

13. Conference (20 points). Near the end of the semester, we will participate in a “Conference” for student research here at BSU. Your group will print off the poster you made to display your research to faculty and students who attend the conference. Your job will be to explain your research to anyone who stops by your poster and wants to know more about it. You will also get a chance to walk around the room and check out some of the research done by 492 students from other classes, and perhaps even graduate students who are presenting their research.

14. Final Paper (80 points). You will turn in a comprehensive research paper (in APA format) that includes a title page, abstract, introduction, methods, results, discussion, references, tables, and figures. Since you turn in sections of your paper throughout the semester, part of your grade will depend on whether you thoroughly edited and corrected your previous drafts based on my feedback. You may turn in the final paper up to 1 day late for a 15% point reduction, after which you will receive a 0 for the paper. 
You will submit two versions of your final paper. For one version, you will keep my comments that I made when I previously graded your sections and use track changes for all edits that you make to address my comments. If you do not use track changes to make your edits to the previous versions of these sections and keep my comments in the second version of this paper, you will receive a 25 point deduction!
For the other version (the final version), you will delete all of my comments and accept all track changes. 

15. Class Participation (50 points). This course is designed to be a hands-on class. In order to get the most out of this course, class participation is crucial. Your points will be determined based on your active participation in group activities, ability to work well with others, contribution to the group project, and attendance during Zoom meetings. I will use the following criteria to assess your contributions during class:
a. Your attendance in class. You may miss up to two classes without penalty.
b. The effort you put forth in all group activities. If you don’t carry your weight, you will be penalized for class participation.

Attendance is taken for this class, because most of the work in this class is group work. If you are not attending the Zoom meetings, you are impeding your group’s ability to stay on task. Only in university approved circumstances (being sick, being high-risk, etc.) will it be possible to miss meetings regularly and still do well on participation, but only if you are still an asset and not a burden to your group. Please show due professionalism to your classmates and group members by participating and involving yourself fully and attentively in all class interactions.  

Student Responsibilities - This course is fast-paced and rigorous with an emphasis on group cooperation and student investment. You will be required to meet with your group, read and write regularly, as well as to participate in group and class discussions.  Successful students will interact cooperatively with group members, complete the assignments before meetings, and attend meetings. Please ask your fellow students for notes if you miss meetings. It will be extremely difficult to do well in this class without actively participating on a day-to-day basis. It is your responsibility to take the initiative to stay on task, use the time effectively, and ask for help when needed. 

Late Policy:
Unless otherwise noted above, assignments can be turned in late for a 10% reduction in the grade for every day they are late. You may not turn in an assignment greater than a week late. 

Grade Breakdown:
	Component
	Group or Individual
	Points
	Grading Scale

	Citi Certification
	Individual
	10
	

93-100 = A   90-92 = A-

87-89 = B+   83-86 = B     80-82 = B-

77-79 = C+   73-76 = C     70-72 = C-

67-69 = D+   63-66 = D     60-62 = D-

< 59 = F


	Accomplishment Sheets & Peer Evaluation
	Individual
	20
	

	Annotated Bibliography
	Group
	20
	

	Proposal Presentation
	Group
	50
	

	Informed Consent
	Group
	10
	

	IRB Proposal 
	Group 
	40
	

	Introduction Section
	Individual
	40
	

	Methods Section
	Group
	30
	

	Results Section
	Group
	30
	

	Abstract
	Individual
	10
	

	Poster Version 1
Poster Final Version
	Group
Group
	20
20
	

	Final Presentation of Results/Discussion
	Group
	50
	

	“Conference” Presentation
	Group
	20
	

	Final Paper
	Individual
	80
	

	Class Participation 
	Individual
	50
	

	Total Points
	
	500
	


Communicating with Me – Please contact me through email or after class anytime you feel like you need help or have a question about a particular subject from class. I have office hours that we could meet during, or we could schedule a time to meet outside of those hours if need be. 

A Word about E-mail Etiquette: Because email is a primary source for communication, please remember to follow good email etiquette. Polite and respectful emails are expected at all times, preferably without texting language, lingo, or symbols. This is a good opportunity to practice professional email writing for your future employment (including a proper greeting, signing your name, complete subject line, etc.). For example, should you have a question about an upcoming deadline, the subject line in the email should read as “PSYS 492 - Question About Results Section”, begin the email with “Dear Dr. Lueke,” and end with your full name. 
I usually respond within 24 hours except on the weekends.
             	
Artifact Collection - From time to time, I may make copies of the work you do for this class (e.g., written assignments, exams, extra credit assignments) for department assessment purposes. I will remove all identifying information on these assignments before making your work available. Unless you decline in writing, I will assume that you are allowing me permission to keep copies of your work for this class. See me if you have questions.

Honor Code - Ball State University has a specific policy regarding academic dishonesty in Section VIII.B of the code of Student Rights and Responsibilities. Cheating and plagiarism result in a minimum penalty of an F for the assignment with the possibility of failure of the course and suspension and or/dismissal from the university. For information about the University’s policy on cheating, see the Student Code of Rights and Responsibilities at http://www.bsu.edu/sa/srcs/studentcode/ .  

Special Needs - BSU provides reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  Proper documentation is necessary to be eligible for accommodation.  If you feel that you may need academic adjustments or accommodations in this course, please speak with me during the first two weeks of class.  All such discussions will remain confidential.  You will also find it useful to contact the Services for Students with Disabilities Office.  Their website is http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/careercenter/studentemployment/students/handbook/disability.

Learning Center & Writing Center - The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses on campus, help with any writing task, and study strategies such as time management, test taking, note taking, and effective textbook reading. Call 765-285-1006 or visit NQ 350 to make an appointment to meet with a tutor. 
One key to improving your writing is getting feedback and revision suggestions on your text during the writing process. The Writing Center at Ball State offers free writing feedback sessions (online or face-to-face) to all students. They work with students on essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. Students can make an appointment by going to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter, stopping by Robert Bell 295, or by calling 765-285-8370.

BALL STATE POLICY
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found at http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter.

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.


Course Schedule 
Note: This syllabus is only an approximate guide. Dates are approximate and requirements may be modified. 

	Week
	Topic
	Due Dates

	1. Jan. 5
	1. Syllabus
2. Mindfulness Lecture
3. Create Google Drive
4. Group Brainstorming (general ideas)
5. Literature Search (handout)
	

CITI training due Jan. 9 by midnight

	2. Jan. 12
	1. Developing a Research Question and Hypothesis (handout)
2. More Literature Search
	
Upload first two handouts to Google Drive by the end of class for the week.

	3. Jan. 19


	
1. Method overview (handout); Groups create Method section
2. Literature Search continued
3. Work on Annotated Bibliography
	Upload handout to Google Drive - end of class for the week.

Accomplishment sheet #1 due Jan. 23 by midnight

Annotated Bibliography due Jan. 23 by midnight

	4. Jan. 26

	
1. Proposal Presentation overview
2. Informed Consent (handout)
3. IRB proposal overview
	
Informed Consent due Jan. 30 at midnight

IRB proposal due Jan. 30 at midnight

	5. Feb. 2
	Proposal Presentations
	Presentations in class all week; Submit on Canvas before class on your presentation date


	
6. Feb. 9
	
1. Qualtrics Lecture
2. Writing the Introduction Overview

	
IRB Revisions (if necessary) uploaded into Google Drive Feb. 13; all methods/measures finalized

Accomplishment Sheet #2 due Feb. 13


	7. Feb. 16
	
1. Work on Qualtrics and Introduction sections
2. Data Collection begins
	
Qualtrics finalized by the end of class for the week

Respond to the Discussion Board thread about survey distribution by THURSDAY

Introduction Section due Feb. 20 by midnight


	8. Feb. 23


	
1. Writing the Method section overview
2. Download SPSS on personal computer
	



	MARCH 1
	SPRING BREAK
	

	

9. Mar. 9


	
1. Continue data collection
2. Work on Method section
3. End data collection (end of week)
	
Method section due Mar. 13 by midnight


	

10. Mar. 16




	
1. Data Management and analysis overview
2. Writing the Results section
	




	

11. Mar. 23
	
1. Work on your Results section
2. Poster Creation
	
Results section due Mar. 27 by midnight


Accomplishment Sheet #3 due Mar. 27 by midnight


	
12. Mar. 30
	
1. Poster Creation
2. Abstract and Discussion Overview
	
Poster Version 1 due by Apr. 3 by midnight




	
13. Apr. 6

	
1. Track Changes and the Final Paper overview
2. Determine group presentation order

	

Final version of poster due Apr. 10 at midnight

Abstract due Apr. 10 by midnight


	14. Apr. 13
	
No Class
	



	15. Apr. 20
	
Group Presentations “Conference” Presentations

	Presentations in class – submit on Canvas before your scheduled presentation

Conference Presentation TBD

Final paper due by Apr. 24 by midnight


	16. Apr. 27
	FINALS WEEK

	Accomplishment sheet #4 due by May 1 at midnight




BSU SOCIAL MEDIA INFORMATION

A great way to stay informed on all of the activities, events, scholarships, and student achievements going on in the Department of Psychological Science is to follow us on our social media channels.  Psychology majors and minors can stay up to date on important opportunities available to them here at Ball State University!

· Twitter at  BallStatePsychScience@BSUPsychScience
· Facebook at  @ballstatepsychology
· Instagram at  BSU_Dept_of_Psych_Science

https://www.instagram.com/bsu_dept_of_psych_science/
https://www.facebook.com/ballstatepsychology
https://twitter.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2FBSUPsychScience



