
COURSE SYLLABUS 
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 
College of Health, School of Nursing

NUR350
Fall 2025
	COURSE NUMBER
	NUR 350

	COURSE TITLE
	Behavioral Health Nursing

	LECTURE LOCATION
	Cooper Science Building, Room 102

	COURSE CREDIT
	Credit Hours: Four semester hours (2 cr. Didactic and 2 cr. Clinical)

Lecture Hours: 4:00PM to 5:50 PM on Mondays. Two 50-minute periods/week with 10 minute breaks – 16-week course (24 hours). 
Clinical Hours: 90 total clinical/lab hours

	PLACEMENT IN CURRICULUM
	Junior Year
Prerequisite:  NUR 230, and 231 (departmental permission if necessary)
Parallel: NUR 330

	COURSE FACULTY
	Faculty Name:  Ms. Jennifer Bell, MSN, RN, CNE, CNOR

Assistant Clinical Lecturer of Nursing

Email: jennifer.bell@bsu.edu
Office Phone: 765-285-5598

Office Room Number: HB 484

Office Hours: Tuesday through Thursday 4-6pm & as needed (by appointment via office, zoom, or phone)

Please email me with any questions or concerns.

	COURSE FACULTY
	Faculty Name: Mr. Rick Self, MSN, BSN, RN

Assistant Clinical Lecturer of Nursing

Email: rick.self@bsu.edu
Cell Phone: 843-824-4901

Office Phone: 765-285-4652

Office Room Number: HB 473

Office Hours: Office Hours: Moday: 10am-3pm (by appointment via office, zoom, or phone)
Please email me with any questions or concerns.

	COURSE FACULTY
	Faculty Name:  Dr. Elizabeth Goldsby, PhD, MSN, RN

Assistant Professor of Nursing, lecturer and clinical instructor

Email: eagoldsby@bsu.edu   

Cell Phone: 765-516-3878

Office Room Number: HB 487

Office Hours: Monday: 10am-3pm (by appointment only, to be held in office, zoom, or by phone)

Please request an appointment for other days/times meetings through email or by phone.  Please email me with any questions or concerns.

	COURSE FACULTY
	Faculty Name: Ms. Jill Johnson, MSN, APRN, PMHNP-BC
Assistant Clinical Lecturer of Nursing

Email:  jill.johnson2@bsu.edu
Office Phone: 765-285-5764
Office Room Number: HB 475
Office Hours: By appointment via office, zoom, or phone. 

Please email me with any questions or concerns.

	COURSE DESCRIPTION
	Focuses on the role development of the professional nurse who provides care to clients experiencing behavioral and psychological problems in a variety of psychiatric settings. Emphasizes health promotion, holistic assessment, therapeutic communication, environmental (milieu) management and psychiatric illness management. 

	COURSE RATIONALE
	Applies nursing care of individuals with psychiatric-mental health problems, relies on the understanding and application of therapeutic communication, psychopharmacology, therapeutic interventions, and psycho-social rehabilitation. The focus of nursing care for this population occurs within primary, secondary, and tertiary settings. In addition, thorough grounding in these concepts when applied to other health care settings and populations promotes holistic nursing care and facilitates continuity of care by professional nurses.

	AMERICAN ASSOCIATED OF COLLEGES OF NURSING (AACN) ESSENTIALS DOMAINS (2021)


	1:  Knowledge for Nursing Practice

2:  Person-Centered Care

3:  Population Health

4:  Scholarship for the Nursing Discipline

5:  Quality and Safety

6:  Interprofessional Partnerships

7:  Systems-Based Practice

8:  Informatics and Healthcare Technologies

9:  Professionalism

10: Personal, Professional, and Leadership Development



	BSU SON BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM OUTCOMES RELATED TO AACN GUIDELINES (2021)
NUR350 COURSE OUTCOME

NUR350 CLINICAL

OUTCOMES
	1. Demonstrate clinical judgment using knowledge from the arts, humanities, biological and social sciences. (Domains: 1,2,3,5,7,8,9,10)

2. Develop and implement person-centered plans of care that incorporate the nursing process in collaboration with the interprofessional healthcare team. (Domains: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)

3. Demonstrate inclusive nursing care of diverse populations across the lifespan from health promotion to disease management. (Domains: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)

4. Utilize evidence-based nursing knowledge for provision of safe and quality nursing practice. (Domains:1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, 9,10)

5. Apply knowledge of healthcare systems to promote optimal patient outcomes. (Domains: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)

6. Integrate information management and technology in nursing practice. (Domains:1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)

7. Exemplify leadership, professionalism, and ethics to advance nursing practice. (Domains: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10)
Upon completion of this course the learner will be able to:

1. Integrate knowledge of holistic human beings with acute and chronic psychiatric conditions by promoting health and disease prevention across the lifespan. (Meets program outcomes 1, 2, 6, 7, 8 and Baccalaureate Essentials III, VI, V, VII, VII, IX)
2. Demonstrate use of effective and therapeutic communication skills with psychiatric patients, psychiatric health care team, peers, and faculty. (Meets program outcomes 6 and Baccalaureate Essentials VI)
3. Identify the legal and ethical factors that influence mental health care. (Meets program outcomes 7 and Baccalaureate Essentials VII, IX)
4. Utilize the nursing process including assessments, outcomes, nursing interventions, and evaluation to provide appropriate, culturally sensitive, and patient-centered care. (Meets program outcomes 1, 7, 8 and Baccalaureate Essentials I, VI, VII, VIII)
5. Demonstrate the role of the professional nurse in health care systems as provider of care and member of a respected profession. (Meets program outcomes 8 and Baccalaureate Essentials VI, VIII, IX)
6. Demonstrate satisfactory completion of all required assignments in the didactic and clinical setting.  (Meets program outcomes 1, 2, 3 and Baccalaureate Essentials II, III, VI, VII, VIII, IX)
7. Demonstrate use of information management and application of patient care technology. (Meets program outcomes 1, 3, 4, 5 and Baccalaureate Essentials I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII)
8. Exemplify professional values and ethical behaviors to all patients, faculty, peers, health care providers, and community personnel. (Meets program outcomes 8 and Baccalaureate Essentials VI, VII, VII, VIII, IX)

Upon completion of clinical the learner will be able to:

1. Demonstrate accurate assessments of patients who have symptoms of mental illness.  (Meets program outcomes 1, 7 and Baccalaureate Essentials II)
2. Demonstrate an accurate assessment of the psychiatric milieu. (Meets program outcomes 1, 7 and Baccalaureate Essentials II)
3. Apply critical thinking skills in the development and provision of nursing care to persons from diverse populations who are experiencing stress, crisis, abuse/violence and/or psychiatric illness throughout the lifespan. (Meets program outcomes 3, 5 and Baccalaureate Essentials III and IV)
4. Incorporate strategies for health promotion, risk reduction, and disease prevention in the care of patients with psychiatric disorders and persons experiencing stressful life situations throughout the lifespan. (Meets program outcomes 3, 5 and Baccalaureate Essentials V and VII)
5. Integrate information and communication technologies to evaluate and implement patient-centered care, as well as patient education. (Meets program outcomes 6 and Baccalaureate Essentials VI)
6. Demonstrate use of effective and therapeutic communication skills with patients with psychiatric disorders, psychiatric health care team, peers, and faculty. (Meets program outcomes 6 and Baccalaureate Essentials VI)
7. Incorporate professional, legal, and ethical guidelines and values in professional nursing practice. (Meets program outcomes 2, 4, 8 and Baccalaureate Essentials I, II, VII, IX)
8. Demonstrate an understanding related to the importance of self-help programs in the community (Meets program outcomes 2, 6, 7 and Baccalaureate Essentials IV, VI, VII)
AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCIATION (ANA) NURSING SCOPE AND STANDARDS OF PRACTICE  (see p. 74-107)
AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCIATION CODE OF ETHICS FOR NURSES WITH INTERETIVE STATEMENTS 
QUALITY AND SAFETY EDUCATION FOR NURSES (QSEN) COMPETENCIES


	TEACHING STRATEGIES
	Lecture/discussion/group activities, case studies, assigned readings, PowerPoint presentations, audiovisuals, journal reviews, simulations including role plays, handouts, group work, activities, and guest speakers. Simulation interviews and volunteer therapeutic conversation interviews will also occur.

	REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS
	Required for ALL nursing courses:

· School of Nursing (current) Baccalaureate nursing program handbook. Internet (online under Community of Baccalaureate Students in Canvas)

· American Nurses Association (ANA). (2015). Scope & standards of practice. Washington, DC: American Nurses Publishing.

· ANA. (2015). Code of ethics for nurses with interpretive statements. Washington, DC: American Nurses Publishing.

· American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. (APA format is required for written papers in all programs.)

Required textbooks and materials for NUR 350:

Halter, M. J. (2022). Varcarolis' Foundations of Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing (9th ed.). Elsevier - Evolve. 
Optional: Psych Notes: Clinical Pocket Guide (6th edition (latest) or 4th or 5th), Pedersen, Darlene D. ISBN 9781719645454 (spiral-bound)
* You might need to consult your textbooks from NUR 330 course.
* Students are required to keep all, hard and/or electronic, textbooks from anatomy, physiology, and each previous nursing course.



	ON-LINE RESOURCES
	1. BSU network account for email and Canvas

2. Elsevier Evolve - included in eBook package. 
3. School of Nursing (current edition). Baccalaureate Nursing Program Handbook. Internet.

	SOFTWARE:
	Microsoft Office

	ELECTRONICS:
	Laptop Computer- needs to be equipped with the ability to connect online for attendance in person and online for lecture and ability to perform lockdown Respondus for exams.


	TECHNICAL INFORMATION
	If you have any issues with your course(s), or related technology, please contact the Nursing Simulation and Information Technology Center (NSITC) directly at 765-285-5584 (Monday - Friday 8:00AM-5:00PM (Eastern Time).

If you have problems with Canvas between the hours 8:00AM- 5:00PM and or weekends, you can contact the University Technology Support (UTS) Helpdesk 765-285-1517 select prompt 2 (24 hours daily) or by email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.  Do not contact the UTS Helpdesk between the hours of 8:00AM – 5:00PM Monday through Friday unless instructed by the NSITC.

Guidelines used when you feel you have technical problems getting online. All technical concerns need to be addressed with the NURSINGSITC and your course faculty as soon as possible.

· As soon as you discover you feel you are having technical problems you need to send your course faculty and NURSINGSITC nursingsitc@bsu.edu an e-mail requesting the lab to validate the problem you are having with the class attendance, an assignment, an exam, or a quiz. The e-mail needs to state the following information:

· Detailed description of the problem.

· Exact date and time you had the problem.

· Module you are in.

· Exact name of the assignment you are doing.

· Once the faculty gets a validation from NURSINGSITC regarding the technical issue then the faculty determines if this is a situation where you will be allowed to open the assignment again for completion and or to receive full credit. The course faculty will then contact you.

· Please note assignment or exam may not be reconsidered if the technical issue is not validated by NURSINGSITC.

	COURSE POLICIES
	Attendance: 
Lecture will occur on campus. Attendance of all classes, clinical, simulations, and laboratory sessions are required of all students. Failure to attend class, clinical, simulations or laboratory sessions will only be excused for a serious personal illness (letter from a provider is required), death of an immediate family member, or serious personal family situation will be allowed. Documentation of these situations may be required. Students will also follow the university excused absence policy.   See https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies 
Unexcused/No call no show: Students who miss class for an unexcused incident or is a no call no show incident will not receive any points for the post class assignment. Students who no call no show for class will be required to complete an APA paper on professionalism. 
Student’s are not allowed to have more than two missed classes, clinical, simulations, or laboratory sessions or failure of the course may occur. This is total for lecture class, lab, clinical, simulation, etc.
Students must promptly communicate with the course and clinical faculty if they will be absent. When absence from any assigned class session is necessitated, email the classroom instructor before the class starting time. Failure to do so will result in an unexcused absence. Faculty will work with the student on a case-by-case basis to develop a plan for completion of course requirements. 
Participation and Timeliness:
Students are expected to attend class ON TIME and be PREPARED with assigned readings completed. Pre-work MUST be completed. Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. You are required to pay attention and participate in class. You are not to be on your devices or computer doing non school related activities. Respect and professionalism must be always demonstrated in all settings. Lateness, incivility, disruptive, and unprofessional behaviors will not be tolerated in any school related setting. At the direction of the faculty, students may be asked to leave the setting and the student may be either counted as an unexcused absence and/or be assigned an APA paper on professionalism. Students must comply with this direction without causing disruption to the class. 
Students MUST check in on iClicker no later than 5 minutes after the start of class. Failure to do so will require the student to write an APA paper on professionalism. Students must not leave before the time the class is dismissed unless preapproved by the faculty. If a student is found to falsely check in or check in and leave without permission, they will be considered as an unexcused absence. 
Course Calendar
Please refer to your course calendar on a frequent basis. It is your responsibility to know the due dates of course assignments and exams. Please use the one on Canvas. A printed copy may not be the most up to date. Please note class assignment due dates are also in Canvas. 
Modules

Modules will open one week prior to the due dates of the class assignments that are connected to the particular mental health disorder of the designated week.  Some modules may open early due to the Ball State University holiday schedule. Please refer to course calendar. Each week students will have a module assignment to complete. The modules are divided into Prep for Class assignments, readings, post class assignments, or reflection assignments. Completing required reading prior to class is important to ensure preparation, increased learning from the lecture, and active involvement in class discussions. 
Each student is to do his/her own work on all quizzes, assignments, and exams without use of any assistance from others or other sources unless specified by the course faculty.  However, at times during this class, we may use ChatGPT or other generative AI applications. You will be informed as to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. It is the expectation that AI is only used to help brainstorm assignments or projects or to revise existing work you have written. Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. Not complying with this may result in a zero on the assignment, a need to do an additional assignment (potentially related to professionalism),  and would follow academic misconduct guidelines.

Classroom Conduct: Treat fellow classmates and faculty with respect, even if you strongly disagree with their positions. There is room for all opinions in our forum. We are here to share and learn, together. Always be professional. We encourage a classroom where differences are celebrated. 
Students with Disabilities: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please notify the course faculty and your clinical instructor as soon as possible. Ball State University Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. Documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Communication: For any communication with the School of Nursing, always use your BSU email.  Course and/or clinical faculty will typically respond to email communication within 48 hours. There may be a delay in response time over weekends and holidays.
Student responsibility: Each student needs to respond to a faculty member’s email communication within 48 hours of receiving the email. The faculty does not expect the student to respond over weekends and holidays.

Academic Integrity:  Students are expected to adhere to BSU guidelines as presented in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities as outlined in the Baccalaureate Program Student handbook and the University Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities

https://ballstate.navexone.com/content/dotNet/documents/?docid=3525&public=true
Any evidence of academic dishonesty will follow the university policies and may result in a “zero” grade for the assignment, exam, course and/or other resolutions as deemed appropriate by the course faculty.  Misconduct will not be tolerated at any level in BSU School of Nursing and may result in failure of the course and potential dismissal from the program.

All classroom and clinical assignments must be completed during the current enrolled semester. Previous work is not allowed to be used on any assignment. Use of previous work will result in a zero on the assignment and grounds for unethical behavior. Unethical behavior is grounds for dismissal from the program.

Academic Assessment: Students are required to participate in course assessment activities.  A copy of sample papers will be collected from students as part of program assessment. Students are also requested to complete course, clinical, and faculty evaluations at the end of the semester. At the end of the program, students will complete an exit program survey.

Commitment to Community: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
COVID and Other Infectious Diseases/Illnesses-   All students are required to self-monitor for any infectious disease/illness prior to class and clinical.  This means personal awareness of unhealthy conditions and to avoid contact with others as needed. Being responsible and avoiding conditions where others are potentially compromised of their health is mandatory.  If you have any symptoms of COVID-19 illness that cannot be attributed to another known illness, please take necessary precautions. Please promptly notify your course and clinical faculty of any absences from class and clinical. Be prepared to provide a provider’s note verifying the illness and the timeline of returning to class or clinical. 

Learning Center: The Learning Center offers free tutoring and academic coaching for many courses at BSU. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “TutorTrac.” For more information, visit www.bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-3780. 

Counseling Center:

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.


Clinical Expectations and Point System
Each student begins the clinical course with 25 Clinical Expectation Points. These points reflect our commitment to professionalism, preparedness, communication, patient safety, and compliance with health clearance requirements. Points will be deducted for violations as outlined in the rubric below:
	 
	Minor infraction (1pt)  
	Moderate infraction (3pts)  
	Major Infraction (5 pts)  

	Professionalism 
	· First infraction uniform violation
· 1-14 minutes tardiness/ punctuality issue;
· Clinical assignment turned in up to 24 hours late or lack of effort (paperwork, performance, etc.), incomplete submission
· Unintentional lapse in professionalism
· Preparedness (lack of required equipment)
	· Second infraction uniform violation
· Tardiness 15-29 minutes; or second late clinical
· Repeated unprofessional behavior
· Clinical assignment turned in 24-48 hours late; or second late assignment regardless of time submitted
· Second unprepared clinical incident
· Second offense for lack of effort or failure to correct behavior; incomplete submission 
	· Third infraction uniform violation
· Severe unprofessionalism, incivility, or disrespect towards others
· Tardiness> = 30 minutes tardiness; or third late clinical
· No call; no show
· Pre-assignments not completed, third unprepared incident
· Plagiarism or use of AI without citation
· Third offense for lack of effort or failure to correct behavior; incomplete submission
 

	Electronic Devices- the use of electronic devices is strictly prohibited in the clinical environment. 

*Exceptions to this rule will only be given by clinical faculty. 
	 
	 
	· Any unauthorized use of electronic devices in the clinical environment; plus, an unsatisfactory clinical day. 

· Second infraction of inappropriate use; plus, a second unsatisfactory clinical day 

	Communication 
	· Occasional unclear communication or slight misunderstanding with patients /colleagues 
· Failure to respond to emails/announcements within 48 hours (business days)
	· Disruptive communication/behavior or persistent inability to communicate effectively; disrespectful communication; inappropriate non-verbals (eye rolling, etc.)   
· Second occurance for failure to respond to emails/announcements 
	· Disruptive communication/behavior or persistent inability to communicate effectively
· Subsequent failure to respond to emails/announcements

	Patient Safety 
	· Unintentional lapse in safety; or infection control protocols (first offense) 
	· Repeated (second offense) need for reminders to adhere to protocols 
	· Severe disregard (third offense) for safety and infection control standards. See handbook. 

	Health Clearance and Compliance (*students can be in clinical when out of compliance; however, points will be deducted and unsatisfactory clinical days can be accrued) 
	Clinical day one out of compliance  
	 
	Clinical day two out of compliance - first unsatisfactory clinical day 

Clinical day 3 out of compliance – second unsatisfactory clinical day 


Point Deductions and Consequences
· Once a student loses 5 clinical expectation points, an unsatisfactory clinical day will be given.

· After a loss of 10 points a second unsatisfactory clinical day will be given. 

· Two unsatisfactory clinical days will result in clinical failure.

· See handbook for other sanctions

Additional Expectations
Students are expected to adhere to all clinical site policies, program guidelines, and professional standards. Refer to the student handbook for further information regarding sanctions or appeals related to clinical performance.
	CLINICAL POLICIES


	Clinical Attendance: Students will be excused from a scheduled clinical, simulation, or laboratory for an excused absence for serious personal illness, death of an immediate family member, or a serious personal family situation. This will follow the university excused absence policy. Absence from clinical may affect the student’s grade and ability to pass the course. Students who miss a clinical, simulation, or laboratory sessions will be required to discuss make-up requirements with appropriate faculty. A missed clinical day MUST be rescheduled as soon as possible through consultation with the clinical faculty. A missed clinical day at the end of the semester may result in an incomplete for the course.

If a student is late or unable to attend assigned clinicals (hospital or on-campus), the student must notify their clinical faculty at least one hour prior to the time of the clinical or this may result in an unsatisfactory clinical day. Follow the communication preference of your clinical faculty. This could include sending an email, texting, or calling directly. If calling, leave a voice message including your name, phone number, date, and time of call.  Do not notify the clinical agency.  Do not have another student notify the clinical faculty.
In the event of SEVERE weather conditions, use your best judgment as to your ability to safely travel to and from a clinical agency. Be in contact with your clinical instructor. Clinical days missed due to such weather conditions must be made up. We will use http://www.in.gov/dhs/files/travel-advisory-map/ website for inclement weather.

If arriving late, you may be required to come an additional day to make up the missed time, in addition to the outlined sequence of consequences listed below.
Campus lab and simulation labs are clinical days that will be at held at Ball State University. Attendance is mandatory.  

If a student misses Campus Lab or Simulation Lab 1, the student must make-up the day and have all clinical assignments for that day completed prior to going to the clinical facility.

Requirements:

There are 90 required clinical hours for NUR 350.  Students are expected to be on time and prepared to remain at the assigned clinical site for the entire scheduled time.  All clinical assignments are due at 11:59pm 2 days after the assigned clinical day unless additional time is allowed by the faculty. If unable to complete clinical assignments on time, the student must notify faculty in advance of the due date. All assignments must be completed satisfactorily and CORE assessments and evaluations MUST be signed to pass clinical.
PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT IS A KEY ELEMENT OF SATISFACTORY EVALUATIONS AT ALL AGENCIES.

Evaluation of student progress in terms of the achievement of the course outcomes is a continuous process that includes observations of student performance in the clinical area and written clinical work.

Students are expected to:

1) come to clinical labs prepared for experiences,

2) perform all previously learned skills satisfactorily, and

3) apply knowledge from previous courses to care of the patient in the clinical settings.

Students are required to follow agency policies and procedures and to seek faculty guidance as needed.

Students are enrolled in a professional program and are responsible and accountable for safe clinical performance. Satisfactory clinical/lab performance is required for the student to pass the course.

Weekly clinical evaluations as well as midterm and final evaluations will be completed by the clinical instructor and are to be read and signed and dated by the student per the CORE application guidelines. All must be signed to pass this course. Students are encouraged to make an appointment to meet with faculty when questions arise. 

Late Clinical Assignments

See clinical guidelines grid for details. Clinical paperwork includes, but is not limited to, care plans, medication notebooks, process recordings, virtual day assignments, and weekly clinical journals. Please note, an unsatisfactory clinical day for clinical paperwork plus an unsatisfactory clinical day for any other infraction (late, unprepared, etc.) may result in a clinical failure which results in a course failure. See clinical guidelines grid.
If a submitted medication notebook, care plan or process recording paper, or other clinical assignment is not completed satisfactory then corrections may be required.  It is the student’s responsibility to make corrections and resubmit by the deadline specified by the clinical faculty. This is typically within two days of when the student is notified and will also following the clinical guidelines grid. 
Clinical Assignments

· 3 Full Care Plans (Sim1 manikin, patient at the clinical site, Sim3 case study)

· Weekly Clinical Assignments – 
· 4 mini care plans at clinical site and 1 with Sim2 (Additional mini care plans can be assigned at the discretion of the clinical instructor.)

· Journal type entries (campus lab, orientation day, Sim1, Sim2, Sim3, SUD day, one with the facility full care plan, one with the facility PR, and one on teaching day). (Additional journal entries can be assigned at the discretion of the clinical instructor.)
· 4 Process Recordings (Sim1, patient at the clinical site, verbally completed during post conference at the clinical site, Sim3)

· 3 total ShadowHealth assignments (Additional ShadowHealth assignments can be assigned at the discretion of the clinical instructor.)
· 6 Medication Notebook Worksheets

· Self-Help Assignment: Involves attending a self-help meeting and completing a minimum 3-page paper following strict APA guidelines (title page and reference page are not included in the page count) that includes discussing all the necessary requirements of the paper guidelines (see module on Canvas for details). 

· Teaching Project
· SBIRT training
Other

· Other assignments as needed per instructors’ discretion

· A virtual day may be replaced by an on-site clinical day that will include the entire clinical group. This will occur at the discretion of the faculty.  

Clinical Assignments and Due Dates:

· All clinical assignments are graded by satisfactory/unsatisfactory completion.

· Clinical due dates on assignments are usually 2 days after your clinical date by 11:59PM. 

Faculty will give you detailed information regarding specific due date changes if necessary. Specifically, this includes journals, both mini and full care plans, process recordings, and the virtual day assignments as well as any other assignment designated by your clinical instructor.
Uniform Policy:

When going to the clinical facility for: clinical observation experiences, clinical experiences, or for on-campus labs, students must wear the appropriate student uniform,  and official BSU School of Nursing nametag. The School of Nursing uniform policy is found in the Baccalaureate nursing program handbook.

Baccalaureate Nursing Program Handbook on the School of Nursing website: https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/nursing/aboutus/handbooks 
The uniform for students is to reflect a positive image of our profession. The basics of a positive image are good hygiene, neatness, and social acceptability. In addition, there are safety and infection control concerns that must be diligently followed.

Any student wearing the Ball State University nametag represents our school. Students will receive a deduction in points (see clinical guidelines grid) and may be dismissed from the clinical unit for unacceptable dress. The student will be required to make up the missed clinical time. The make-up will not remove points or an unsatisfactory day. All NUR 350 clinical agencies require students to always wear a name badge and if student does not have it by the time they go to the assigned clinical unit they may be sent home and receive a deduction in points or even an unsatisfactory clinical day.

Tattoos are not to be visible in clinical experience; clothing must cover all tattoos or student will supply Band-Aids as needed. No jewelry can be worn except the watch, a wedding band, and medic alert bracelet/necklace. Black shoes with completely enclosed heels and toes and plain black/navy crew length socks are to be worn. No gum at clinical.

In addition, students must have the following:

1. Watch with sweep second hand with sixty second markings

2. No Smart Watches are allowed in the psychiatric clinical settings

3. Black ballpoint pens

4. Name tags are to have last names covered up while at the clinical setting.

All electronic devices, including phones, are not to be brought into the clinical setting unless directed by the faculty. 

Cell phone guidelines if allowed by the clinical faculty:

a. It is to be always turned off.
b. It is to be always stored in your bag once you get into the building. 
c. You cannot get your phone out of your bag until you walk out of the building.
d. You cannot check your phone messages, e-mail etc. at any time in the clinical setting unless directed by the clinical faculty.
e. If you have an emergency where you need to check your phone for any reason you will follow the directions from the clinical faculty.
f. Phones are never to be in your pocket or on your person in the clinical setting.
g. Your clinical faculty will give you directions as to how someone can reach you in an emergency during clinical.
h. Anyone can call the School of Nursing office and then the office can reach clinical faculty to give you a message.
i. These guidelines are to be always followed in the clinical, simulation and lab settings. See clinical guidelines for deduction of points if these guidelines are not followed.
Traveling to clinical or class guidelines

It is required that you come to class and clinical and that you be on time. If you are coming to clinical or class and run into problems that keep you from getting to clinical or class on time you need to do your best to problem-solve that situation.

Some examples of situations can be:

· Problems with your car

· Weather in your area – when school does not close but weather is bad where you live

· Road construction

· You had a car accident

· Traffic on the road as you are traveling

· Traffic stopped due to an accident of some type

· Train not moving on the train track

Guidelines to follow:

· Always have a backup plan if you cannot get to clinical or class due to your car not working or you have concerns driving due to weather conditions.

· Work out a plan with your clinical group to see if you can ride with someone.

· Leave early so you can problem solve the situation in time to arrive to clinical on time.

· As soon as you know you are having problems, contact your clinical faculty regarding the situation and follow their directions. Then keep the faculty informed regarding the situation.

· You need to have a plan so you can still arrive to clinical or class if possible.

· If possible, take a photo of the situation to validate your problem.

· Note:  You may be asked not to come to clinical if more than 2 hours late.  Also, you will be required to make up any time that you have missed.  So, for example if you are 1 hour late, you will have to make that up. This will be documented on your weekly clinical evaluation as being late. Make up time should be completed ASAP and may need to be with another clinical group and instructor. There are no specific make up days for individuals that miss clinical. This is ONLY reserved for faculty to use when an ENTIRE group has to miss due to weather or something else. If you miss less than 2 hours and there are no other options, your instructor might consider an extra assignment in lieu of actual on-site clinical hours.

· If you are late to class, your clinical faculty may consider having you complete an extra assignment to make up the time missed in order to not be counted absent. Also, you may not be able to complete the post class assignment for credit if you have missed a significant portion of class.

· If you are sick, you will need a provider's note to be considered excused and be allowed to complete the post class assignment for points. If you are late or miss class for any other reason, you will need proof of why you are late in order for it to be excused. 

· NEVER be a No Call/No Show: This is very irresponsible and disrespectful. Being a No Call/No Show for clinical will result in an unsatisfactory and will follow the clinical guidelines. Being a No Call/No Show for class will result in not being allowed to complete the post class assignment for points and will be noted. 

· And again ALWAYS communicate if you are going to miss/be late to class/clinical ASAP. Please be respectful in all communication with your instructors.

Unsatisfactory Clinical Performance: The student will be required to make up an unsatisfactory clinical day if hours are missed.  The make-up will not erase the original unsatisfactory clinical lab. 
See the Baccalaureate Nursing Program Handbook located on canvas for a description of unsatisfactory behaviors. Some examples include:

· Being late to the clinical setting or improper attire (not in uniform)

· Lack of preparation in any clinical setting or unsatisfactory performance of clinical skills

· Incomplete plan of care by time designated by clinical faculty
· Clinical paperwork turned in late unless otherwise approved

· Unprofessional behaviors or unprofessional communication with clients/family, agency staff, colleagues, and/or faculty

· Unprofessional behaviors include the use of social media sites during clinical time either in an agency or an on-campus lab

· Lack of communication with clinical instructor including failure to notify instructor of tardiness, absence, need for assistance with task or skill, or need to leave the floor

· Violation of HIPPA regulations

· Not having name badge when beginning clinical day

· Failure to follow the electronic device guidelines as specified in the NUR 350 course syllabus

· Not following the cell phone guidelines

The faculty will determine whether a student’s clinical conduct and actions are appropriate to the welfare of the patient and/or others in the clinical setting. Should it be determined that a student’s conduct in clinical has been observed to be detrimental to the health and safety of the patient or others in the clinical setting, the faculty will dismiss the student from the clinical setting with an unsatisfactory rating for the day and will be sent home.  This will be an unsatisfactory clinical day. A written clinical assignment may be required because of dismissal from the clinical setting.

Depending on the seriousness of the situation, one unsatisfactory clinical day may result in clinical failure of the course with a grade of F regardless of the didactic (lecture) grade. Situations, which may constitute clinical failure of the course, include unsafe or potentially unsafe action(s), failure to improve clinical skills or written work, unsatisfactory patient care, or unprofessional conduct.

Two unsatisfactory clinical days may result in clinical failure with a course grade of F regardless of the didactic (lecture) grade.

Fraternization:  Fraternization with patients is considered professionally unethical and not allowed.

Confidentiality: Breach of patient confidentiality is a serious error and disciplinary action may follow a violation.


	ASSIGNMENTS, ACTIVITIES, AND PROJECTS:


	Types of In Class Work Assignments
Prep for Class Assignments:

Opens each one week prior to class/lecture for the following week.

All assignments in the Prep for Class module will be due the day before class/lecture by 11:59PM. If not turned in on time, a score of zero will be given.

Most Prep for Class modules consists of a reading the assigned chapter and completing the Adaptive Quiz that is on Evolve.  You will earn 5 points if you complete the Quiz at a level of 6 or higher. If it is under 6 your score will be 0. At times you will have other things to read and watch to enhance your learning.

Post Class Assignments:

Post Class Assignments will open the day of class/lecture. Specific questions may be given by the instructor at the end of the class. You will have until 11:59PM on the day of class/lecture to complete the Post Class Assignment. If absent from class, you will not be able to earn points for the post class assignment unless prior arrangements have been made. 

Lessons and Assignments the week of exams:

On the weeks of Exams 1, 2, and 3, there will be a lesson and assignment to be completed. These assignments are usually due the following three days after the exam by 11:59PM. It will consist of a journal reading with a written reflection (300 words), Adaptive Quizzes or other assignments. The Adaptive Quizzes must be completed at a level 6 or better for points to be given. 

In Class Speaker Self Reflections:

On occasion we will have guest speakers that will either meet in person or online. Students are required to answer the questions related to the topics discussed in a self-reflection that is due the day of class/lecture by11:59PM.

In Class Work Assignments /Post-class Assignments/ Grading

· Assignments including Prep for Class quizzes, Post Class Assignments and Self-Reflection Assignments will open for submissions on the dates indicated on the course calendar.
· Submit all assignments including quizzes through the provided links by the due dates and times noted on the course calendar.

· All assignments and quizzes will be counted as late if submitted after the specified due date and time in the course calendar/Canvas modules.

· A grade of zero will be given on all late assignments unless arrangements have been made with faculty. 

· Please notify course faculty if you have a special circumstance that affects your ability to submit a course assignment by the due date and time.
· All assignments must be completed in full to pass this course. If you miss an assignment, you must complete this ASAP. If you do not complete more than two assignments, you will also be required to complete an APA paper on responsibility. 


	GRADING POLICIES
	Grades are private and available only on Canvas.  Communication with the instructor of a confidential nature is to be conducted via your BSU email.

Successful completion of NUR350 includes all the following:

1. An overall exam average of 78% or higher prior to adding any additional scores.

2. An overall course grade of 78% or higher.

3. Consistent demonstration of satisfactory clinical performance and all clinical assignments due in a timely fashion.

	EXAMINATION POLICIES
	There will be 3 exams and a final exam that will consist of comprehensive questions. Exams will cover assigned readings and online activities, videos, and class/lab activities. You are expected to review pertinent content taught in previous courses. Pertinent content from earlier courses will be integrated into examinations.

Exam dates and content are listed on the course calendar. A student who scores less than 78% on an exam should plan to attend the scheduled test review and/or schedule a meeting with classroom faculty for discussion of study skills and methods to improve exam scores. Meeting this expectation is the student’s responsibility.    

Exams will be taken in the classroom using Respondus lockdown on their own laptops. Exams 1, 2, and 3 will be scheduled for an hour of class time. The final exam will be scheduled for two hours. If you have accommodations that require extended testing time, you will need to make arrangements with the learning center at least 5 business days prior to the scheduled exam. If you are unable to obtain an appointment during the testing period immediately contact your course faculty to make arrangements. You may be required to complete the exam in the classroom. 
• It is your responsibility to complete the practice Respondus Lockdown Browser quiz before each exam to ensure your computer technology is ready.  This process should be repeated anytime there is a change in the device you use.  (Ex: system updates, new or borrowed computer.)  

•On exam days, you must bring your student ID and your computer fully charged to class, as we cannot guarantee there will be a charging station available.  If your computer is not charged, you may not be able to complete the exam.  

• Be in your seat on time and prepared for the exam.  Do NOT enter or begin the actual exam until told to do so by faculty. If you arrive after the start of the exam, you will only be permitted to enter the room at the next exam release time or at the discretion of the instructor.  A 10% deduction on your exam will be given if you are late or fail to contact course faculty prior to class. Without previous arrangements, a grade of zero may be given for any exam not completed within the testing period.
In the case of serious personal illness (i.e., emergency department visit or hospitalization) or the death of an immediate family member, students are expected to contact the course instructors regarding the situation. Alternative arrangements will be made. A provider’s note or evidence of attendance at the funeral may be requested. A missed exam must be made up within five (5) school days after the scheduled test date.  Beyond 5 days, a grade of a zero may be given. Make-up exams may be in a different format and may consist of short answer and/or essay questions. Only one make-up exam is allowed unless extraordinary circumstances exist and course faculty grants permission. 

Exam reviews will occur in the classroom following the week following the exams. No questions may be challenged beyond one week following each of the exams.  

FINAL EXAMINATION:  The final examination is a comprehensive test containing 100 questions over material assigned during the entire semester. This examination will be taken during the time designated by the university using Respondus lockdown browser. The examination is 120 minutes in length.  If you have accommodations that require extended testing time, you will need to make arrangements with the learning center at least 5 days prior to your scheduled exam time.  Students will need to be prepared to charge their computer to last through the exam.

Use of unauthorized materials during exam IS PROHIBITED and grounds for failure of the exam and/or the course, including but not limited to items listed below.
· Notes or paper not provided by faculty
· Smart watches and cell phones (other than when signing on to Respondus)
· Textbook or other study materials.
· Calculators, translators, laptops, and tablets.
· Earbuds or headphones
· Material on computer screen other than the exam
If any suspicious behavior is observed, you may be asked to exit the exam and the testing area immediately. A thorough investigation will be completed. Consequences will follow course and program guidelines.



Examination Policy 
It is the policy of the School of Nursing that examination scores must average 78% or higher to progress to the next semester of nursing courses. There is no curving or rounding of scores. Individual nursing classes have examination policies, including make-up, and will be found in the individual class syllabi. *If a student receives a C or higher in a course but does not receive a 78% test average or higher, they will not be able to progress to the next level of courses in the nursing program. 

Baccalaureate Nursing Grading Scale 
The School of Nursing utilizes the grading system established by the University with grades A, B, C, D, and F, including the plus and minus format. The grading scale for the School of Nursing for required courses is as follows:

	92 - 100% = A
	70 - 71.9% = C-

	90 - 91.9%= A-
	68 - 69.9% = D+

	88 – 88.9% = B+
	62 - 68.9% = D

	82 - 87.9% = B
	60 - 61.9% = D-

	80 - 81.9% = B-
	 0 -  60% = F

	78 - 79.9% = C+
	

	72 - 77.9% = C
	


The student's total performance including course work and exam scores will be calculated to determine the course grade. 
Due to the professional and safety qualities necessary in nursing, a grade of C- or lower or an average exam score of less than 78% is unacceptable in all required nursing courses.  If the exam score falls below 78%, the student's overall grade will be posted as a C-.
	 
	Points or % Each
	Total Points or %

	Prep For Class Assignments 
	5 points each (10)
	50 points

	Post Class Assignments 
	5 points each (x 10)
	50 points

	Module Assignments (week of exams) 
	10 pts (x3)

	30 points

	Guest Speaker Assignment: Substance Use Disorder 
	5 points 
	5 points

	Clinical Expectation Points
	25 points
	25 points

	Total Assignment Points
	
	160 points

	Exam 1
	50 questions
	100 points

	Exam 2
	50 questions
	100 points

	Exam 3
	50 questions
	100 points

	Final Exam
	100 questions (Comprehensive with some new content)
	200 points

	Total Exam Points
	
	500 points

	 
	TOTAL:
	660 points


	WITHDRAWAL DATE 
	The Course Withdrawal Period end date for the semester is provided in the BSU academic calendar available at https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/calendars/academic-calendar 
Student initiated course withdrawal during the withdrawal period will be accepted and recorded a “W” if the student is passing the course. If a student has failed a clinical competency or failed clinically the student will have a grade of “F”.

	INCOMPLETE GRADE
	An Incomplete grade (I) will be given for extenuating circumstances only. The reason is usually related to a serious illness and not excessive work demands. Written documentation is required to justify the Incomplete (I) grade.


The School of Nursing, College, and University cannot guarantee that any student will pass a course or NCLEX-RN.  Your success will be determined by several factors beyond the instruction you receive in the classroom including your test-taking skills, your satisfactory completion of clinical and campus lab requirements, and your willingness to read/study outside of class. NCLEX-RN questions are generated from a variety of textbooks, references, and databases; therefore, a thorough understanding of the subject matter according to assigned readings for this program is required.
	Faculty Name 
	Date Reviewed

	Jennifer M. Bell, MSN, RN, CNOR, CNE
	August 11, 2025

	Rick Self, MSN, RN
	August 12, 2025 
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