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Department of Educational Studies 

Teachers College (TC) Room 805        2000 W. University Ave. Muncie, IN 47306             

“We are a learning community engaged in the preparation of educators, the discovery of 
knowledge, and the promotion of social justice.” 

  

EDAC 648 | THE COMMUNITY EDUCATOR 

Section: 800 

Course Format: Online 

Instructor Name: M. Beth Borst, EdD 

Email: mborst@bsu.edu 

Office Hours: By appointment 

Program 

Adult and Community Education 

Department 

Educational Studies, Teachers College 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Description: The structure, purpose, and processes of community education 
development with emphasis on the development of skills and competencies required of a 
community education coordinator. 

Prerequisites: Active admission in the Ball State Graduate School (or non-degree 
graduate status) is required to register. 

Course Goals / Learning Outcomes: 

1. Define, identify, and evaluate the structure, purpose, and processes of 
community education development. 

2. Identify and discuss the skills and competencies required of a community 
educator in one or more venues. 

mailto:mborst@bsu.edu
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3. Describe, analyze, and assess professional/personal experiences with the 
theories and practice of the community educator. 

4. Describe multiple perspectives, opportunities, and challenges on the 
professional practice of the community educator. 

5. Create a collection of resources related to a specific field for the community 
educator. 

6. Discuss racial, ethnic, and cultural groups' perspectives, contributions, 
inclusion, and exclusion in the applicable theoretical models and frameworks. 

COURSE MATERIALS 

Textbooks: 

Henton, D., Melville, J., & Walesh, K. (2004). Civic revolutionaries: Igniting the passion 
for change in America's communities. Jossey-Bass. 

Russell, C., & McKnight, J. (2022). The connected community: How to uncover the hidden 
assets your neighborhood needs to thrive. Berrett-Koehler Publishers. 

Additional course material may be included in the week’s modules. 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS 

 

Week  Task Points 

8/31 Broader Context Discussion 10 

9/7 The Individual and the Community Discussion 10 

9/14 Building Webs of Responsibility Discussion 10 

9/21 Strengthening the Vital Cycle Discussion 10 

9/28 
Making the Creative Connection Through Mobilizing the 
Community Members 10 

10/5 Creating Vigilance for Transforming Stability as an Expectation 
to Change as a Given 10 

10/12-13 Fall Break   
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10/19 Strategies and Plans for Building Resilience of Place 10 

10/26 Answering the Call to Stewardship 10 

11/2 Developing Your Needs Assessment Collection Protocol 10 

11/9 Making Meaning of the Needs Assessment Data 10 

11/16 
Develop Three Strategic Community Education Goals Based 
on Your Needs Assessment 

10 

11/23 Improving the Practice of Adult and Community Education 10 

11/25-27 

11/30 

Thanksgiving Break 

Work on Final Project 

  

10 

12/7 Final Project Upload 100 

Total  230 

COURSE STATEMENTS AND POLICIES 

Attendance and ONLINE Participation Requirements 

• This course is designed with weekly activities, discussions, and other forms of 
regular collaboration and communication. This is not an independent study 
course, and each student will contribute greatly to the overall learning. In the 
spirit of adult education, we are co-creators of our experience and learning! 

• Our online engagement is important; it is a space for collaborative learning. You 
are needed! Student interactions are an essential element of the learning 
experience. Participation is important and required. Your regular “attendance” is 
important to your success and to others. In online courses this takes the form of 
participation in discussion via discussion forums and other electronic means in a 
timely manner. Please be sure to reach out to me (as soon as possible) if you have 
an extenuating circumstance that impacts attendance/participation.  

• As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall 
behind. You must be motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates. Developing a 
routine is essential. Put assignments and deadlines on your calendar. Check 
CANVAS daily for group work and updates.  
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• If you are going to be away from the computer for more than three (3) days, let 
your group members and me know. If you do not participate in the online 
discussion, you are not part of the class. Points will be deducted for lack of 
participation.  

Grading Policy 

It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral 
part of your learning experience.  

Grade Distribution (%) 

A = 95-100 

A- = 90-94 

B+ = 87-89 

B = 84-86 

B- = 80-83 

C+ = 77-79 

C = 74-76 

C- = 70-73 

F = 0-69 

A grade lower than C is not acceptable for graduate school. 

University Statement  

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among 
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is expected of all students. Cheating and/or plagiarism may include: 
using unauthorized assistance on any in-class or take-home examination, paper, or 
project; presenting the work of someone else as yours without acknowledging the 
source; taking exams or course material from an instructor or student; or submitting the 
same academic work for credit more than once without consent.  

Please click here for further 
clarification:  https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-
services/academic-integrityLinks to an external site. 

 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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Generative AI Statement 
AI (GenAI) refers to a class of AI tools that can create text, images, audio, video, and 
other similar media from existing training datasets. This may include user-prompted tools 
or tools running autonomously (aka, “agentic AI”). Note that some AI tools are becoming 
embedded in platforms that students use to create their assignments (e.g., Grammarly, 
Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe Acrobat, Canva, OneNote, and Evernote). The mere 
presence and use of AI-assisted features in such tools, such as grammar suggestions, 
predictive text, formatting help, or auto-completion, would not normally be considered 
GenAI. 

You must cite any AI-generated material that informed your work. Using an AI tool to 
generate content without proper attribution constitutes a violation of Ball State 
University’s Student Academic Ethics PolicyLinks to an external site.. You, the student, 
are always responsible for the content you submit, publish, share, or act upon, regardless 
of whether GenAI tools assisted in the process. For data security reasons, please use 
BSU-approved GenAI tools (e.g., BSU Gemini, NotebookLM), which support single sign-
on (SSO) with BSU ID and password. Commonly used public GenAI tools carry a higher 
risk of data being shared externally. In contrast, when using BSU-approved GenAI tools 
and logging in through Ball State SSO, your data is treated as private and uploaded 
content will not be used to train future AI models or otherwise be shared outside of 
BSU. Instructors do not have access to BSU IT Center logs of GenAI tool usage, so 
student data shared through BSU-approved GenAI tools remain private.  
There are APA guidelines for citing AI content.Links to an external site. 

Plagiarism Detection 

The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You 
may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for 
plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the 
instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which 
case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their 
work.    

Students with Disabilities 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please 
contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services 
OfficeLinks to an external site. coordinates services for students with disabilities; 
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 
or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Technical Information 

Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if 
necessary. BSU provides resources to help you. A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an 
acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.  Information Technology has created 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://apastyle.apa.org/blog/cite-generative-ai-references
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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these Tech Guides to help you master several of the applications and technologies 
available to students, faculty, and staff here at Ball State. Each downloadable PDF gives 
you straightforward information and tips on how to work with an application's features 
and functionality. 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information-Links to an external site. 
technology/services/individual-technology-support/it-tech-guidesLinks to an external 
site. 

Student Code 

BSU Code of Student Rights and ResponsibilitiesLinks to an external site. is designed to 
inform the community of the general behavioral expectations that the University has for 
all students. In order to foster social and personal accountability and responsible decision 
making, we encourage you to read, understand and adhere to these community 
standards. This document also outlines the procedures that the university will use to 
respond to violations of these standards. 

Confidentiality Clause 

This class will use students’ and professors’ experiences to illuminate points and 
reinforce the classroom content and objectives. Students are not required to disclose 
personal or private information. If they choose to do so, they assume the responsibility 
of their actions. The instructor has a right to cease activities or discussions deemed not 
appropriate for this forum.  No personal medical information is to be publicly disclosed 
to the class, if you have special requirements, see the accessibility statement under the 
title of Students with Disabilities. 

Freedom of Expression 

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values 
intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As 
members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community 
with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in 
people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom 
of ExpressionLinks to an external site., the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of 
Expression webpageLinks to an external site., and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.Links 
to an external site. 

Title IX/Sex Discrimination 

Ball State University is committed to maintaining an educational environment free from 
sex discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, dating and domestic 
violence, and stalking. Students who experience or witness conduct that may violate 
University policy are encouraged to seek support and assistance. The Title IX Office can 
provide information about reporting options, supportive measures, and available 
resources. Contact the Title IX Office at 765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu.  

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information-technology/services/individual-technology-support/it-tech-guides
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information-technology/services/individual-technology-support/it-tech-guides
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information-technology/services/individual-technology-support/it-tech-guides
https://ballstate.navexone.com/content/dotNet/documents/?docid=4554&app=pt&source=unspecified&public=true
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu
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Please Note: As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter. If you disclose information to 
me about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or sexual misconduct, I am 
required to notify the Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Office will reach out to discuss 
available resources, supportive measures, and reporting options. If you wish to speak 
with someone confidentially, you may contact the Counseling Center or the Center for 
Survivor Support. 

tutor face-to-face in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays and Bracken Library First Floor 
West in the evenings. Make sure you plan ahead, because appointments book quickly! 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE STATEMENT  

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change so please watch the announcements for 
any updates. 

 

 


