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Introduction to Criminal Courts 
CJC 250-1 

Instructor Information 

Brandy N. Rocheleau, JD, MA 

Associate Dean of Students & Deputy Title IX Coordinator 

Adjunct Faculty – Department of Criminal Justice and Criminology 

Ball State University, Muncie, IN 

Instructor Contact Information:

bnrocheleau@bsu.edu 

Office Hours: By appointment 

• You can schedule a Zoom meeting with me using Calendly. 

o https://calendly.com/bnrocheleau-bsu/office-hours  

Class: Tuesday/Thursday - 2 to 3:15 pm; North Quad 083

Email is the best way to reach me outside of class. If I do not respond in 24 hours, please email me 

again! Occasionally, an email will end up as a draft or I will miss it. On the weekends, I will respond 

within 48 hours.    

If you have questions about the material or assignments, please reach out and ask me! Further, I 

know that sometimes life events happen. If you encounter a problem, please consider reaching out. 

Communication is an important aspect to successfully completing this course.

Instructor Bio:  

Welcome to Introduction to Criminal Courts! I am glad that you are enrolled in this course this 

semester. In my past profession, I was a practicing criminal defense attorney in Ohio. I have a law 

degree from Case Western Reserve University School of Law. I also have a master’s degree in 

Sociology from Ball State University. My master’s thesis examined federal sentencing of criminal 

defendants and whether judicial downward departures varied based on mental or emotional 

conditions. I currently serve as the Associate Dean of Students and Deputy Title IX Coordinator at 

Ball State University. 

Course Information 

Course Description 

This course provides a detailed introduction to American criminal courts and judicial systems. 

Students are exposed to the structure and operation of criminal courts, as well theoretical 

perspectives in court actor decision-making.  

https://calendly.com/bnrocheleau-bsu/office-hours
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Prerequisites 

CJC 101, CJC 102 or permission from the department chairperson   

Credit hours: 3  
 

Course Objectives 

•  Explain the importance of empirically based research in the study of criminal courts.  

• Identify the basic structure and operations of the American court system with emphasis on 

criminal courts.  

• Recognize the interplay between theory and application in criminal courts.  

• Critique the various court actors’ decision-making processes.  

• Describe the interplay between different courtroom actors at different points in the court 

process. 

Course Modality/Structure 
This is an online-only asynchronous course. Assignments will be due weekly on Sunday evenings at 

11:59 p.m. 

Course Time Commitment 

Students are expected to spend about 2 hours of study time outside of class every hour of class. For 

more specific course workload calculation, you can use this resource from Rice University. Since this 

is a 3-unit class, you should expect to study an average of 6 hours outside of class each week. 

Course Materials 

Required Textbook (not required): 

Hemmens, C., Brody, D.C., & Spohn, C. (2023). Criminal courts: A contemporary perspective. (5 ed). 

Sage Publications.  

Course Assignments and Assessments 

Course Assignments 

Participation: participation questions are posed through the assigned PowerPoint slides for each 

week. You are responsible for answering each question in the 3 to 4 complete sentences. If you 

think a 1-word answer could suffice, then I expect you to explain the reason for your answer. These 

questions often focus on topics that will likely appear on your exams.  

Exams: There are 4 graded exams in this course. The estimated exam schedule is available in the 

class schedule. Exams require both Respondus Lockdown Browser and Monitor.  

Court Observation Virtual Presentation: Each student will observe court and submit a 

presentation online. More details will be available on Canvas. 

Course Grading Policies and Grading Scale 

https://cte.rice.edu/resources/workload-estimator
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Rolling Grading policy: To provide students with prompt feedback, assignments may be 

graded as they are turned in. Once an assignment is graded, that grade is final.   

Late Work: Late assignments will be accepted with a 10% late penalty per day. Late work will not 

be accepted after 8 days. The final exam cannot be taken or turned in late or made up. This 

penalty applies to all late work unless the student has a university excused absence or can provide 

appropriate documentation for an absence. Late exams will be comprised of essay questions.   

*Note: students may reach out beforehand to arrange an extension – if this practice is followed a 

late penalty would not be imposed.  

Extensions: extensions of work may be granted at the instructor’s discretion. Extensions will not 

be given because a student has assignments due in other classes.  

 

Assignment/Exam  Points/Percent  Due Date 

Exam 1 25 points September 14 

Exam 2 25 points October 5 

Exam 3 25 points November 16 

Exam 4 25 points December 12 

Attendance 22 points  

Participation Assignments (due weekly) 

26 points 

(13 assignments each worth 2 

points) 

Due weekly on Sundays at 

11:59 pm 

Mock trial project 

- Attendance 

- Participation 

- Preparation 

- Performance 

- Group assessment 

52 points distributed among 

bullet point elements listed 

 

Staggered throughout 

semester 

 

 

Letter Grade Percentage Lower Bound 

A                186.5 - 200 

A- 179.5 – 186.4 

B+               173.5 – 178.4 

B               165.5 – 172.4 

B-               159.5 – 164.5  
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C+               153.5 – 158.4 

C               145.5 – 152.4 

C-               139.5 – 144.4 

D+               133.5 – 138.4 

D               125.5 – 132.4 

D-               118.5 – 124.4 

F               < 118.4 

 

Course Statements and Policies 

Attendance Policy 

• Attendance will be taken each class period using A+ Attendance in Canvas.  

• Students may 2 unexcused class sessions. Beginning with the 3rd missed class session, 

students will lose 1 point per class.  

• Excused absences will not result in a loss of points 

Participation Policy 

• This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, and other forms of regular 

collaboration and communication. 

• It is recommended that you log into your course 3 to 4 times a week and check your official 

Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class. 

• Complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the stated due dates. 

Exams  

• The instructor reserves the right to administer exams in the classroom but if needed to use 

Canvas with proctoring for exams.  

• Exams will be closed notes and closed book.  

• Exams will cover approximately 3 to 4 chapters of class material 

Feedback Policy 

• I will respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during 

week days (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend. 

• I will read every discussion post but I will not always personally comment on posts.   

• I will grade your quizzes, assignments, and discussions no later than within 5 business days 

of submission or reach out to the class with an updated timeline. 

• Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class. 
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Technology Policy 

Technology in the classroom, such as laptops, phones, watches, cameras, IoT, and other 

devices, is not permissible when it interferes with teaching; learning; academic integrity; 

classroom decorum; or any student’s focus, comfort, or privacy. 

Permissible use of technology is allowed at the instructor’s discretion and must be 

discontinued upon request. 

This statement and any other class-related issues that may arise will follow the policies and 

adjudication procedures in the “Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.” 

Late Assignment Policy 

• All assignments are due by midnight EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated. 

• Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a decreased letter grade 

for each day late. 

• Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work 

on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local 

library or borrowing a peer's computer.  

• You have one (1) permitted late assignment to allow for these issues, to which you can turn 

in one assignment 24 hours late. 

• Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class. 

Assignment Submission Policy 

• All assignments should be submitted as Word documents with extensions of .doc or .docx or 

pdf format unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description. 

• Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using the assignment link in 

the Canvas module.  

Grading Policy 

It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your 

learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key 

decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information concerning grade appeals, consult the 

Ball State website. 

University Policies 

Disability Statement 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the 

instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services 

for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before 

any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 

or dsd@bsu.edu. 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/grade-appeal
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/grade-appeal
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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Title IX Information 

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for 

all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, 

domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University 

offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit 

www.bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu  

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report 

any information I receive about possible sexual misconduct. This includes information shared in 

class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.  

Ball State Academic Ethics 

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. 

Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an 

institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility 

and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball 

State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest 

standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy.  

Plagiarism Policy 

Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work 

independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.  

Potential Violations 

Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  

• Use or possession of a file created by someone else.  

• Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.  

• Fraudulent submission of work.  

• Using unauthorized materials during Exams.  

• Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.  

• Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.  

• Soliciting others to complete work for you.  

• Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.  

Plagiarism Detection 

The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need 

to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and 

for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to 

participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic 

means to verify the originality of their work.   

http://www.bsu.edu/titleix
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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Proctoring 

This course may require the use of the Respondus LockDown Browser and Monitor for online 

exams. Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the optional 

webcam feature (which may be required for some exams.) Instructions for obtaining the software 

can be found in our course.  

Canvas and Student Privacy 

Canvas Accessibility 

Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid 

to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible 

content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited 

customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the 

Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.  

Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).  

FERPA and Privacy 

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most 

circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, 

some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a 

written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by 

reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.  

Video Conferencing Recording 

In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your 

participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made 

available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or 

to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who 

prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be 

captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If 

you have concerns, please discuss these options with me.  

Campus Support Services 

The Learning Center 

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. 

Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make 

an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or 

just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.  

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received 

the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning 

Center.    

http://www.respondus.com/products/lockdown-browser/student-movie.shtml
https://www.canvaslms.com/accessibility
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0
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Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that 

person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study 

sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or 

call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  

The Writing Center 

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to 

use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the 

evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your 

writing.  

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) 

to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, 

slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free 

appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-

person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 

The Counseling Center 

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The 

Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact 

us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE 

(4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental 

health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.   

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include 

homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will 

work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. 

We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to 

self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State 

students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different 

platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.   

Cardinal Kitchen  

Cardinal Kitchen is Ball State University's campus food pantry. The pantry is located on the first floor 

of the L.A. Pittenger Student Center in room 152, in the Art Gallery space past the Student Life and 

Student Voluntary Service offices. Cardinal Kitchen is available for all undergraduate and graduate 

students. 

Hours of Operation 

Tuesday: 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Wednesday: 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Thursday: 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

 

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
https://www.instagram.com/ballstatelc/
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://linktr.ee/bsucc
https://www.bsu.edu/map/buildings/campus/student-center-l-a-pittenger
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The Basic Needs Hub 

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, 

and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs 

Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to 

students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on 

one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  

Subject to Change Statement 

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.   

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30
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