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SPRING 2026 | TBD 
TUES/THURS 9:30-10:45A 
 

Instructor: Benjamin Strack 
Office: LB 212 | Email:  bastrack@bsu.edu 
Office Hours: M/F 11a-12p, W 1-2p, or By 
Appointment: https://calendly.com/benstrack/25min 

Instructor: Sonny Wingler 
Office: LB 216 | Email:  pawingler@bsu.edu 
Office Hours: M/W 10a-11a T/R 2p-3p, or By Appt: 
https://calendly.com/pawingler/office-hours 

Description 
Each seminar class will offer a variety of opportunities for students to hone their skills while working on a specific topic, or topics, throughout the semester. 
Emphasis on creating media for external distribution. The seminar may emphasize one particular technology, such as audio, video, or emerging media, or a 
combination, depending on the project. 
Prerequisite: Senior status or faculty permission. 
Modality – In-Person, On Campus, 3 Credit hours 
Student Learning Outcomes  
1). Problem Solving. Produce media productions from pre-production through post-production; increasing visual storytelling abilities, constructing a personal 
style and cultivating professionalism. 
2). Oral/Written Communication. Develop and practice communication skills necessary to be an effective industry professional through 
projects, activities and other industry-related experiences. 
3). Creative Thinking. Create media projects that demonstrate contextually appropriate technique, aesthetic, storytelling, and business knowledge (e.g. 
audience, legality, distribution). 
4). Teamwork. Students will create a constructive collaborative climate.  
5). Professionalism, Leadership. Students will apply previous knowledge or skills to demonstrate comprehension and performance in novel situations. 
Communication 
Email is my preferred method of 
communication; I often don’t receive 
notifications of Canvas messages until much 
later. Please anticipate up to 24hrs (72hrs on 
weekends) for a response. If you don’t hear 
from me in that time frame, please send a 
follow-up email. Rest assured, there are no real 
emergencies in a college course, and so I can 
always deal with problems, questions, or your 
own real-life emergencies retroactively by 
allowing extra time on assignments.  
 
This course will require active communication 
on the Microsoft Teams app, checking once per 
day through the semester is expected, 
installing the app is encouraged. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Statements and Policies on the 
following pages 

Assessment:  
Paperwork Submission           15pts 
Job Description Video             15pts 
Weeks 1-8 Self Evaluation      15pts 
Weeks 9-16 Self Evaluation    15pts 
Mid-term Check-in                   20pts 
Final Social Media Brag Post  20pts 
 
Letter Grade Range 

A 100% - 94% 
A- <94% - 90% 
B+ <90% - 87% 
B <87% - 84% 
B- <84% - 80% 
C+ <80% - 77% 
C <77% - 74% 
C- <74% - 70% 
D+ <70% - 67% 
D <67% - 64% 
D- <64% - 61% 
F <61% - 0% 

 
Late Work Policy 
Any work submitted past its deadline will have its 
overall grade reduced by 10% PER DAY it is late, down to 
50% of its value. Your work will always be worth turning 
in for credit. 
 
 

Attendance Policy 
We are here practicing a professional work 
environment, and so a professional approach is 
expected. A “no call/no show” is problematic.  
Being late or being absent is disruptive to you, 
myself as the instructor who will have to repeat 
myself, and your fellow classmates.  
 
ABSENCES FOR UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES  
The University expects its departments and 
programs that take students away from class 
meetings to schedule such events in a way that 
will minimize hindrance of orderly completion of 
course requirements. Such units must provide a 
written statement to the students describing the 
activity and stating as precisely as possible the 
dates of the required absence. The involved 
students must deliver this documentation to the 
instructor, preferably before the absence but no 
event later than one week after the absence. 
 
UNIVERSITY STATEMENT 
We are committed to ensuring that all members 
of the community are welcome, through valuing 
the various experiences and worldviews 
represented at Ball State and among those we 
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil 
discourse. If you need course adaptations or 
accommodations because of a disability, please 
contact the instructor of record as soon as 
possible. Ball State's Disability Services office 
coordinates services for students with 
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs 
to be on file in that office before any 
accommodations can be provided. Disability 
Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 
or dsd@bsu.edu 
 
 

 

https://calendly.com/benstrack/25min
https://calendly.com/pawingler/office-hours
https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a 
learning environment that values intellectual 
diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes 
open inquiry. As members of the Ball State 
Community, we treat each person in the Ball State 
community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and 
dignity and respect and learn from differences in 
people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State 
University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, 
the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression 
webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.  
 
TITLE IX 
Ball State University is committed to providing a 
safe and inclusive learning environment for all 
students. If you or someone you know has 
experienced sexual harassment—including sexual 
assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or 
stalking, please know that you are not alone. The 
University offers support services and resources. 
For more information or to report an incident, 
please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX 
Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu. 
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter 
under the Title IX policy and required to report any 
information I receive about possible sexual 
harassment. This includes information shared in 
class discussions, assignments, or private 
conversations.  
What happens after I report? The Title IX 
Coordinator will email the person who experienced 
sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to 
schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to 
meet with the Title IX Coordinator,  
• Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive 

measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on 
deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes 
to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to 
campus offices), review the policy, and discuss 
options to move forward.  

• If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the 
University, an investigation will begin following 
University policy.  

 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TOOLS  
As you work on and submit assignments this 
semester, know that using generative AI tools to 
complete your assignments is a violation of Ball 
State’s Academic Ethics Policy unless the AI use is 
explicitly approved by the faculty member. In 
general, students may not submit any work 
generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so 
is plagiarism. In courses and assignments where AI 
use is permitted, faculty will have guidelines for that 
use. Work created outside of those guidelines will 
be considered an Academic Ethics Policy violation. If 
a student’s grade is affected by an academic ethics 
violation, faculty are required to report the violation 
to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic 
Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics 
policy and maintains records of its violations. More 
information about the reporting process is 
available here.  
 
 
UNIVERSITY GRADE APPEAL POLICY  
If you believe you received a final course grade that 
does not reflect your performance due to fairness 
or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an 

appeal within 5 school days after final grades are 
posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review 
the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process. 
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC ETHICS POLICY  
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are 
fundamental attributes of the university 
community. Academic dishonesty and other forms 
of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of 
an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge 
and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility 
and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations 
of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State 
University is committed to maintaining a climate 
that upholds and values the highest standards of 
academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic 
integrity website (Students tab) for resources on 
understanding academic integrity, citing sources 
properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic 
dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity 
expectations and students’ rights, please read the 
University Student Academic Ethics Policy.   
Academic integrity violations include giving or 
receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), 
presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your 
own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. 
Unless otherwise indicated, you must work 
independently by yourself. Check with me if you are 
unsure whether something constitutes academic 
dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity 
violations include but are not limited to:    
• Using resources not authorized by the faculty 

member (including devices, AI tools, hidden 
notes, and open books)   

• Using commercial study websites to find answers 
to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, 
StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).   

• Without the instructor’s written permission, 
giving away, buying, or selling graded 
assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or 
other course materials to other students or to 
third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 
24HourAnswers, etc.).  

• Working with another person on any assignment 
other than authorized group projects.   

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, 
whether done with permission or not.   

• Reusing your own work from another semester, 
course, or section.   

• Sharing answers with others during exams 
(passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)   

• Discussing exam questions and answers with 
students who have not taken the exam.   

• Soliciting others to complete work for you.  
 
 
UNIVERSITY MEDIA SERVICES CHECKOUT 
Equipment from the University Media Services 
Checkout facility is not to be used for personal 
work.  This equipment is reserved for students 
completing assignments and/or working on projects 
as part of a student group. All students given 
permission to checkout equipment/gear through 
University Media Services must follow the policies 
of University Media Services Equipment Checkout.   
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/
university-media-
services/mediaservices/equipmentcheckout 
 

UNIVERSITY LAB SOFTWARE  
University labs are updated with the current 
versions of software at the beginning of each 
academic year.  That version remains in place 
throughout the academic year.  This software 
version is the same across campus. This allows you 
to move from lab to lab and continue your work.  
To maintain your ability to work on projects 
continually between your own computer and a lab 
computer, your version of the software must be the 
same as that in the labs.  Do not update to a new 
version or you will be unable to move seamlessly 
between personal and university owned computers.  
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER/UNIVERSITY CLOSING 
STATEMENT  
If inclement weather forces the closing of the 
university, that information will be made available 
on the Ball State website.  If the university closes 
because of weather and this class is cancelled, 
information on the rescheduling of any 
assignments, exams, presentations, etc. will be 
made available on the class Canvas site as soon as 
possible, or will be sent to you via email, or will be 
announced at the next regularly scheduled class 
period.  Any makeup of a class day cancelled 
because of weather will be determined by the 
university administration and will be announced in 
class or via email. 
 
COPYRIGHT STATEMENT  
All materials for this class have been created for the 
private, non-commercial use of students enrolled in 
this class through Ball State University in the current 
semester.  Any material provided to students, 
including, but not limited to, syllabus, lectures, class 
notes, PowerPoint presentations, assignments, 
information, quizzes, exams, or class news, is the 
property of the course instructor and/or Ball State 
University and may not be reproduced, distributed, 
or publicly posted without written permission of the 
instructor. Selling or distributing course materials 
may violate the Code of Student Conduct and/or 
the Information Technology Users’ Privileges and 
Responsibilities policy.  Violations will be reported 
to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and 
Community Standards. 
 
COURSE WITHDRAWAL 
   Thursday, March 19th, 2026 
 
STUDENT COURSE EVALUATIONS 
Evaluations will be completed sometime during the 
final week of the semester.  Once the date is 
announced, please bring your laptop to class to 
ensure completion. 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
mailto:bsu.edu/titleix
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/vice-provost/files/student-services/academic-integrity/student-academic-ethics-report-form.pdf?sc_lang=en&hash=5F3B3AF7E3749040220E4360C5568BA3560AF848
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/university-media-services/mediaservices/equipmentcheckout
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/university-media-services/mediaservices/equipmentcheckout
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/university-media-services/mediaservices/equipmentcheckout
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HELPFUL RESOURCES:  
 
THE LEARNING CENTER: 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and 
Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. 
Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) 
or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an 
appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on 
“Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go 
directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.   
Testing accommodations for students with 
disabilities are available for students who have 
received the appropriate documentation from 
Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the 
Learning Center.    Supplemental Instruction is 
available in select courses. If you have an SI leader 
for your course, that person will provide students 
with information the first week of school regarding 
weekly study sessions. For more information about 
Learning Center programming, 
http://bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-2851006. 
Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.   
 
 
THE COUNSELING CENTER: 
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers 
free and confidential services to all students. The 
Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 
320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact 
us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 
Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE 
(4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource 
for those who are struggling with any mental health 
concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or 
suicide.   
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students 
for a variety of reasons, some of which include 
homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and 
depression. At your first appointment, you will work 
with a therapist to create a plan that will connect 
you with resources that best fit your needs. We 
assist students with getting connected to therapy at 
our Center as well as connecting students to self-
help resources, other on-campus resources, and 
community-based resources. All Ball State students 
also have access to several on-demand, self-help 
resources through a variety of different platforms. 
All of these resources, including a direct link to our 
website, can be found here. 

 
 
THE SPEAKING CENTER: 
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to 
all members of the BSU community wanting to 
improve their public speaking abilities. We offer 
personalized coaching designed to help you become 
a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained 
coaches provide constructive feedback and support 
throughout the entire speech preparation process, 
whether you are in the early stages of 
brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, 
or you need to practice your delivery and refine 
your message.   The Center is in the David 
Letterman Communication and Media Building, 
room 302. To schedule an appointment, please 
access us through your Navigate app or use this 
direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are 
available both in person and on Zoom.  
Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and 
in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in 
practicing in an immersive speaking environment.            

	
THE BASIC NEEDS HUB: 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, 
do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, 
and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is 
available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic 
Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides 
individualized support to students.  To talk with a 
supportive staff member about your experience, 
receive one on one assistance, or learn more about 
resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance 
Form.   
 
 

THE WRITING CENTER: 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so 
as a student in this course, you are encouraged to 
use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during 
weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the 
evenings, or online during any of our regularly 
scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your 
writing.  The Writing Center offers free planning, 
feedback, and accountability sessions (in person 
and online) to all students composing essays, 
reports, reflections, research projects, web content, 
lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, 
resumes, and other digital or print texts. To 
schedule a free appointment to discuss your 
writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-
person appointments are available; however, plan 
ahead because appointments book quickly! 

	

http://bsu.edu/learningcenter
https://linktr.ee/bsucc
https://sitecorecms.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/communicationstudies/speaking-center
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30?
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30?
http://bsu.edu/WRITINGCENTER

