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MUSP 620: Elective Study, Voice Lessons
Spring Semester 2026

Instructor: Dr. Amanda Moreno
Office: MU 402 ~ Office Phone: 765-285-5582
Office Hours: Mon/Wed 10am-11:30am, or by appointment
Email: amanda.moreno@bsu.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The primary goal of this course is to expand the student’s knowledge and skills related to the
singing voice. Such information will be adapted as necessary in order to best the student’s
personal and professional goals. Topics covered may include repertoire genres, vocal
health/maintenance, stylistic history and considerations, effective rehearsal techniques,
professional expectations, and application beyond the studio.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Through active participation in all aspects of this course, the student will:
e Develop skills and confidence for personal and professional fulfillment
e Increase musicianship and artistry
e Nurture the disciplines of practice and performance

GRADING SCALE AND POLICY

Due to the flexible nature of this course, attendance and participation are the fundamental
requirements and the primary elements of the grading system. Because Elective Study is
designed to be an auxiliary learning experience student effort and participation are paramount in
pursuit of a passing grade. The final grade will include items listed under “Assignments.”

ASSIGNMENTS

Weekly Lesson Attendance (10 pts each) 150
Midterm Assignment 50
Final Reflection 20
Virtual Repertoire Performance 30

TOTAL POINTS 250
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ATTENDANCE POLICY

It is the responsibility of the student to provide the instructor with prior notice for all absences;
this may be done by email or phone. Lack of prior notification will constitute an
unnotified/unexcused absence.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Expertise

Students develop their individual understanding of the vocal instrument through regular practice
and exploration. This understanding should be evidenced in the ability to make effective musical
decisions, to protect the health of their instrument, and to share this information with others in
an educational setting.

Engagement

Students are involved in weekly one-one-one virtual lessons. They are expected to spend time
throughout the week learning repertoire and practicing pedagogical techniques as discussed in
lessons.

Context

A special emphasis is placed on issues related to vocal physiology and pedagogy. The
instructor models a variety of strategies focused on addressing stylistic and performance
techniques specific to the student’s voice and related repertoire.

Rationale

This course is designed to develop performative and pedagogical skills in vocal music. Students
are exposed to teaching approaches that can be utilized in personal and educational music
settings.

STUDENT ACADEMIC ETHICS POLICY
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community.
Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation,
and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is
committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.
Visit the Vice President for Academic Affairs’ academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on
understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty.
The website also includes information on Title IX and the University Grade Appeal Policy. To learn about
Ball State University’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University
Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating),
presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records.



https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with the instructor if you are
unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations
include, but are not limited to:
e Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, Al tools, hidden notes, and open
books).
e Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool,
OneClass, etc.).
e  Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments, class notes,
exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero,
Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

e Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
e Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
e Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.
e  Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing).
e Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.
e  Soliciting others to complete work for you.
UNIVERSITY STATEMENT

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a
culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a
disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services
Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file
in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at
765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity,
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we
treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect
and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement
on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball
State’s Beneficence Pledge.

THE LEARNING CENTER

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State.
Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an
appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or go
directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have
received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the
Learning Center.

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have a student instructor (Sl) for
your course, that person will provide you with information the first week of school regarding weekly study
sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, call 765-285-1006, or
visit bsu.edu/learningcenter



https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
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THE WRITING CENTER

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use
the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings,
or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and
online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson
plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free
appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are
available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly.

THE COUNSELING CENTER

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The
Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us
at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE
(4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health
concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which
include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will
work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We
assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help
resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also
have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of
these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.


http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fbsucc&data=05%7C02%7Clnlittleford%40bsu.edu%7C9446864a89af4aac59a408dd1f8771fd%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638701388764876009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KCp67wp6xCWyxXTkY73wRltLjNY2m5b8xChtpZqPToY%3D&reserved=0
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