English 104: Composing Research
Section 51
Instructor: Dr. Shaun Morgan
English Department
Ball State University, Muncie, IN
Course Description: Applies the fundamentals of rhetoric to the research process: methods of research; the rhetorical nature of research; elements, strategies, and conventions common to research writing, including multi-modal presentations of new knowledge.
Prerequisites: English 101 and 102; or ENG 103; or appropriate placement
Course Goals
· Create and complete research projects. This involves generating a research question, engaging in critical/analytical reading, developing an argument with evidence collected from both primary and secondary research, and documenting sources appropriately.
· Align research questions with appropriate research methods
· Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and synthesis required to evolve and complete a research project.
· Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information appropriate for the context and persuasive to the intended audience.
· Use the university research library to forward their research agenda.
· Engage in collaborative research.
· Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to various rhetorical situations in a stylistically sophisticated manner.
· Collect, analyze, and organize research information in verbally and visually compelling ways.
· Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and joint research projects.
Course Materials:
· Ball Point 104(paid for by student fees): https://digitalresearch.bsu.edu/ballpoint2
· Password: chirp104.
· Other readings posted in Canvas site
Assignments and Grading
Grading Scale
The following grading scale will be used for determining final course grades
	Letter Grade
	Range

	A
	100% - 94%

	 A-
	<94% - 90%

	  B+
	<90% - 87%

	B
	<87% - 84%

	 B-
	<84% - 80%

	  C+
	<80% - 77%

	C
	<77% - 74%

	 C-
	<74% - 70%

	  D+
	<70% - 67%

	D
	<67% - 64%

	 D-
	<64% - 61%

	F
	<61% - 0%



Major Projects (80%): We will complete four major projects over the course of the semester. Each project will be the result of a drafting and revision process that develops specific rhetorical and research skills. Below are brief descriptions of these projects. More detailed descriptions and instructions will be available on our Canvas page.
· Major Project #1 – Annotated Bibliography (20%):An annotated bibliography is a list of sources on a topic that includes brief annotations (targeted summaries) of each source. You will need a bibliography consisting of 12-14 sources (including reference sources, popular, and scholarly secondary sources) with annotations.
· Major Project #2 – Research Paper Proposal (15%): Based on the sources gathered in the annotated bibliography, the proposal will make a case for an extended argument that addresses an issue, targets a particular audience, and outlines the thesis and evidence.
· Major Project #3 – Research Paper (30%):A paper of 8-12 double-spaced pages that makes an argument which responds to the sources and issues identified in the Annotated Bibliography and Proposal.
· Major Project #4 – Research Dissemination and Public Argument (15%):In a mode other than a paper – a video, a podcast, a poster presentation, etc. – you will disseminate your research and present the argument from Major Project #3 to a public audience of your choosing. This assignment will consist of the multi-modal “text” you produce and a rhetorical reflection that identifies and defends your rhetorical choices in that “text.”
Course Participation and Writing Process Assignments (20%): In addition to the four major projects for the semester, you will also complete a number of minor assignments which will constitute your participation in the course. For the most part, these assignments will be designed to facilitate the development of the major projects and course engagement. Such assignments will be graded on a completion basis. These will include:
· Course Engagement Assignments:These include assignments designed to familiarize students with the course as a whole or with university and departmental resources that will help students succeed in the course. They may also include responses to readings and/or class discussion boards.
· Drafting Assignments:Each of our projects will go through a process of planning, drafting, and revision. These may involve exercises, activities, and other assignments which ask you to think through your rhetorical decisions, make a plan for composing your project, and evaluate your composition process.
· Drafts and Peer Reviews:None of us are perfect writers. We can improve, though, through receiving feedback from others. In this class, you will participate in four peer review sessions on Canvas Discussion boards. You will be responsible for posting your draft by the first deadline, then submitting feedback to your classmate/s by the next deadline. You will not receive credit for a peer review without submitting a draft on time.
Course Policies
Attendance: It is always difficult to succeed in a course if you do not attend regularly. The course as a whole also suffers when students are not available to participate in class discussions and activities that help to develop particular skills and build the kind of classroom community that supports generous and respectful conversation. I assume that you registered for this class because you want to learn from the instructor, the texts, and from your fellow students. This requires you to be present for class sessions and the attendant activities, and if you do not attend class regularly you should not be surprised to find that your participation and course grades suffer. For these reasons, I will take roll every day so that I may keep a record of who is attending regularly. If you will be missing class for reasons excused by university policy (funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes participating in University- or department-approved activities, and university advisories), please notify me before your absence to arrange alternative participation opportunities. Besides these university-excused absences, there will no distinction between excused and unexcused absenses. For all students, I will post slideshows and other class notes after they have been presented and discussed in class. It will be your responsibility to keep up with course content and assignments anytime that you are not able to attend class. A course grade deduction of 10% will be taken for every non-university excused absense beyond (10).
Classroom Environment: It is important for all of us to be invested in creating and sustaining an open, generous, and comfortable atmosphere for class discussions. Any form of disrespect or harassment will not be tolerated. Depending on the different research topics students choose, we may discuss so-called "difficult" subjects, that may include things like sexuality, violence, religion and other issues related to what we broadly call politics. So, respect and sensitivity should be maintained. I know that some students may find different subjects difficult to discuss. If you know that you will have difficulty participating in class discussions based on the assigned reading, please let me know before class that you would prefer to sit out discussion for the day. You will be allowed to step out of class without penalty.
Computers and Cell Phones: We will often need to use technology to access library and other resources, to compose assignments, and to submit assignments via Canvas. I will also occasionally invite students to use computers or cell phones to facilitate class discussions. Therefore, it will be wise to bring a laptop (if you are able) to class. But if you are not directed specifically to do so, I ask that you keep all technological devices that may distract you or others from class discussion off your desk and out of your hands for the time you are in class. If you are found to be distracted during class discussion, you may lose participation points, and if you distract others during discussion, you may be asked to leave the class for the day.
Communication: Please use email (not Canvas messaging or my office phone number) when trying to reach me. My email is shaun.morgan@bsu.edu. I do my best to respond within 24 hours Monday-Friday. If I miss your email, please feel free to resend your message and ask for a response.
Conferences and Office Hours: One of the best resources available to you at Ball State are your instructors. I keep office hours in person, and I am also available by Zoom. I strongly encourage you to speak with me outside of class to discuss grades, assignments, or other course-related issues. If you are not available during my office hours, I am happy to be available by appointment to meet with you. In addition to office hours, we will set aside class time twice during the semester for brief one-on-one conferences. These will be opportunities to address questions with particular assignments in the course.
Late Work – Major Assignments: You must submit all major assignments (Major Projects) in order to pass this course. Any student who fails to turn in all of the major assignments will receive an F for the course. Each Major Project will have a 48-hour no-questions-asked grace period built into the assignment. After the grace period has passed, assignments will be accepted for one calendar week after the original due date with a 10% penalty. Students wishing to submit an assignment after the grace period will need to contact the instructor to gain access to the assignment. Major Projects will not be accepted after one calendar week has passed from their original due date. Major Project #4 will not be accepted late because it is due at the end of our term.
Late Work – Course Participation and Writing Process Assignments: With the exception of Peer Review Drafts and Peer Reviews which must be completed on their assigned due dates, these assignments will have a due date and be accepted with a 10% penalty until the end of the module in which they are assigned (the original due date for the module’s Major Project). There will be no opportunity to make up daily assignments or participation activities after we complete the module in which they are due. The three lowest participation grades will be dropped at the end of the term.
University Policies
These are policies of the University, but they are also policies to which I am personally committed. So, I will do everything I can to make sure that we not only adhere to the letter of these policies but to their spirit as well.
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Disability Services Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to: 
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
Generative AI Statement
During this class, we may, on a few specific occastions, use ChatGPT or other generative AI applications. You will be informed as to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. No student will be required to use any such tools. Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy.
Student Support
These are some of the supports available to you as Ball State students that I think may be of most value to you in this class. Please consider reaching out to these services for the assistance they can offer.
The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 
The Counseling Center 
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.
The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

