GEOG121-800 Geography, Culture, and Diversity (Spring 2026)
Professor: Dr. Jorn Seemann
[Class meeting days and times, building, and room are posted on Canvas]
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Course description That’s me! A cultural

¢ Welcome to GEOG121 — Geography, Culture, and geographer, born in
Diversity. This is a university core curriculum course Germany. I spent 20
(Tier 1, Humanities Requirement) years in Brazil

o GEOG 121 “examines and investigates geographical before coming to Ball
processes and patterns that bring about cultural State in 2015. I love
diversity and stresses the role of human activity in maps, traveling, and
producing cultural landscapes, places, and regions. cooking.

Themes such as spatial variations in language,
religion, ethnicity, agriculture, politics, and population are discussed in the light of
changes over time and the impacts of globalization” (BSU Undergraduate Catalog).

This course introduces you to the wide variety of cultural-geographic phenomena and
their distribution and meaning, especially language, religion and ethnicity, and their
spatial dimensions.

You will also share your own experiences. My aim is to show you that Geography can be
a thrilling subject, indeed.

Course objective, rationale, and learning goals

This course’s objective is to learn about the cultural “dimensions” of geography in the
world and our everyday lives. Our learning stresses critical thinking about culture and
diversity in geographical contexts and the identification of cultural patterns that are
expressed in landscapes and places rather than memorizing facts, numbers, and dates.
Not your “regular” geography course! No map quizzes, capital cities, and rivers.

The course introduces the students to key concepts in cultural geography (e.g. space,
place, landscape, region). Students are asked to apply these ideas to themes such as
language, religion, or ethnicity, processes (e.g., globalization and diffusion), and
contexts (e.g., human-environment relations).

GEOG 121 introduces the students to the guiding principles of geographical research
that characterize the way geographers tend to observe, query, and analyze the world
around them and how they communicate findings and theories. These methodological
and theoretical tools allow students to (1) read landscapes, (2) reflect on different ways
of knowing, (3) analyze data (especially maps), and (4) communicate results efficiently.
GEOG121 is student-centered. Students will learn how to explain new or different
cultural perspectives learned from or with diverse communities or cultures and will create
conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from more than one field of study
or perspective.

Students completing GEOG 121 will be able to (1) define and apply key concepts and
theories in cultural geography and apply them to real-world situations, (2) identify and
describe geographical patterns and processes of culture and recognize the diversity of
cultural perspectives, and (3) recognize and analyze the impact of globalization on
cultural landscapes, places, and regions.

Course material

All the materials we use in class are open educational resources (OER) that you can
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access and use at no cost. All texts, images, and videos have been carefully selected for
our discussions and assignments. You do not have to purchase or rent a textbook.

Links to all readings, videos, and other activities are provided in the weekly modules on
Canvas.

There will be PowerPoints every week that you should use as a “picture textbook” for the
course. | strongly encourage you to go through all of them carefully. In addition, an
introductory video to the themes of each week will be available on Canvas.

We will also use chapters, sections, and passages from the following textbook

Graves, Steven (2022). Introduction to Human Geography: A Disciplinary
Approach. 3 edition (V 3.11, December 2022).

You can download the complete textbook or parts of it (pdf file or word doc), or read it
online on your computer screen. You will definitely get a better understanding of cultural
geography! https://sites.google.com/site/gravesgeography/introduction-to-human-

geography

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing
the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve.
We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values
intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry.

As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State
community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from
differences in people, ideas, and opinions.

Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the
resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s
Beneficence Pledge.

Statement of Respect

Students in this class are encouraged to get involved in our discussion forums.

Since the class will represent a diversity of individual beliefs, backgrounds, and
experiences, everyone in this class must show respect to others.

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty,
staff and student body.

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome through
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among
those we serve.

We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence
Pledge (https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence).

We are committed to abiding by standards and codes of conduct and ethics.

Violation of ethics or any concerns about discrimination should be reported
(https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/say-something)

Engagement Expectations
To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange
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of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules:

Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs.
Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs.
Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively.

Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space
to speak.

Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion.

Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or
work without permission.

Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others.
Keep feedback constructive.

Academic Integrity

According to Ball State’s Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, “honesty, trust,
and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the University community.
Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation
of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated.”

To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of
scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a
climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.

Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on
understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent
academic dishonesty.

To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read
the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage
(cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and
falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently
by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic
dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:

- Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, Al
tools, hidden notes, and open books)

- Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments
(Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).

- Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded
assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other
students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

- Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group
projects.

- Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or
not.

- Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.

- Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering,
gesturing)

- Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the
exam.

- Soliciting others to complete work for you.

Assignments via Canvas are a temptation to copy and paste texts. Don’t do this! This
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would be plagiarism — using someone else’s work without giving full acknowledgement.
If you are in doubt, please ask me! Always write in your own words and provide the
source if you use one.

Plagiarized assignments will have to be reported to the Office of the Vice Provost of
Academic Affairs. Please, just do not even think about doing this because this is extra
paperwork for both of us.

At the beginning of the semester, you will be asked on Canvas to sign a course contract
confirming that you have read the syllabus and all my instructions.

Title IX

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning
environment for all students.

If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual
assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not
alone.

The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report
an incident, please visit www.bsu.edultitleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-
285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.

As your instructor, | am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and
required to report any information | receive about possible sexual harassment.
This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private
conversations.

What happens after | report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who
experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If
the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,

Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on
deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or
referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.

If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin
following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy

If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance
due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school
days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University
Grade Appeal Policy and Process.]

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at
Ball State. Students can make appointments online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350)
appointments.

To make an appointment, visit MyBallState and select “Navigate” or just go directly to
https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who
have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be
administered in the Learning Center.

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an Sl leader for your
course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school
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regarding weekly study sessions.
For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call
765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are
encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken
Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled
hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in
person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research
projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and
other digital or print texts.

To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available;
however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place
to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic
Needs Hub.

The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to
students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on
one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs
Assistance Form.

The Counseling Center

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all
students.

The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320.

To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736.

Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673).
The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental
health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of
which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your
first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with
resources that best fit your needs.

We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting
students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based
resources.

All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources
through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to
our website, can be found here: https://linktr.ee/bsucc

The Speaking Center

The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community
wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching
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designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained
coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech
preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and
organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your
message.

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To
schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct
link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on

Zoom. Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for
those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

FERPA and Privacy

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA
(Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and
protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your
written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to
third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file.
You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and
Privacy and Protection.

Canvas

This class will use Canvas (http://www.bsu.instructure.com) as main channel of
communication for the submission of assignments and as platform for additional course
material.

| have designed the Canvas course to use it as a kind of textbook.

The best way to read the material (do not jump directly to the assignments!) is to follow
the sequence of items and use the previous or next button at the bottom of each page:
Video introduction - What we will do in week xx - Learning goals — PowerPoint - Reading
(if required) - Conversation starter - Discussion forum — Assignment. Do not rush and
take your time!

Let me know if you have any questions about the use of Canvas.

Student hours, email and communication channels:

The best way to communicate with me is by e-mail.

I usually respond very fast (within hours), but | may be considerably slower on weekends
or when out of town.

You can also stop by at my office [information in syllabus on Canvas], or schedule a
Zoom or face-to-face meeting with me.

Remember: | am here to help you, and | care about you and your learning!

“Attendance,” evaluation and grading

I use multiple methods for evaluating student performance. This may seem a lot, but all
the assignments are short (about 30 minutes) and aim to prove your continuous
engagement. Please avoid skipping them.

This is an online class, but your weekly assignments serve as proof of your attendance.
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There will be_weekly discussion forums (15 points each) and assignments (15
points each) based on the themes and contents of the textbook

and/or material on Canvas. Contributions to the discussion forum Grade scale
consist of posts and/or pictures that you share with everyone. Make (% of points)
sure that you read what other students post! The assignments may A 93.00-100
include a mix of quizzes, short-answer questions or essays, multiple A-  90.00-92.99
choice sections, or other adequate forms. Both discussion posts and B+ 87.00-89.99
assignments are always due on Sundays, 23:59. B 83.00-86'99
For the final exam, you will prepare a PowerPoint or a video B 80.00-82'99
recording (50 points), in which you explain what you learned during ' '
the semester. Details will be posted in due course. C+ 77.00-79.99
All assignments must be submitted online via Canvas. The materials ¢ 73.00-76.99

for each module will be available on Sundays or earlier so that you C- 70.00-72.99
have a whole week to complete your tasks. Please plan ahead and D+ 67.00-69.99
turn in your work in time. D 63.00-66.99
Uploaded assignments are generally word document (.doc) or pdf D- 60.00-62.99
files, but you can also think about more creative solutions such as F <60.00

visual PPTs or audio/video recordings. Make sure that you use easy
to open formats, since | do not want to spend time converting files that | cannot open
directly.

For the discussion forums, always embed images (jpeg, png, or gif) in your post. No
attachments, please!

No late submissions will be accepted, unless there is a proven reason. No“l forgot” or |
had to study for my other class.” | will analyze this case by case. Links to the
assignments will be locked shortly after the deadline.

These are low-stake assignments, which means that you should get full credit or a high
score, as long as you submit everything on time. At the end of the semester, | will have a
“map” of your overall performance that will help me to determine your final grade.

| will keep our Canvas page updated so that you can accompany your learning progress
and check submission dates.

Our class has more than 20 students, which means that | will grade more than 600
assignments only for this semester during my semester!

However, | have set it as my aim to give you as much feedback on your assignments as
possible.

When you check your grades on Canvas, always look for comments, even if it is a “well
done” or a smiley face. @ | read everything!

Do not hesitate to ask me questions about grades and contents.

At the beginning of each module, | will post feedback on the previous assignments and
how well we are doing.

IMPORTANT: Generative Al Statement

Almost all of your assignments are shorter texts or posts, and it may be a temptation to
simply use Artificial Intelligence to do your work. However, | want you to come up with
YOUR OWN IDEAS instead of copying from somewhere else. You would not deserve
any points for that.

Most of the assignments are designed in a way to make you reflect on themes and
questions. Most probably, Al will not give you the answers | am looking for.

7



| know that | cannot prevent you from using Al for your assignments, but | strongly
encourage you to WRITE DOWN YOUR OWN THOUGHTS before using any artificial
help. PROVE to me that you can do assignments without Al. If you submit Al-generated
work, you do not only cheat on yourself but may be doing plagiarism.

An example: In one of our recent assignments, at least five students came up with the
same example. Coincidence or Al? At any rate, this turns reading and grading far less
enjoyable for me.

You may consult Al for your assignment, but your assignment must be YOUR
production. If you use Al, you must cite your source (for more information see:
https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai). To be frank, | give much more value to human-
created submissions, and many of your tasks ask you about your personal experience.
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas.
You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for
plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the
instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which
case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work
Keep in mind that Ball State is working on guidelines for the use of Al
(https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-
services/academic-integrity).

In general, students may not submit any work generated by an Al program as their own.
Doing so is plagiarism and is considered an academic ethics violation. Faculty are
required to report the violation to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who
oversees the Student Academic Ethics policy and maintains records of its violations.
More information about the reporting process is available here:
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-

integrity

Course Contract (to be signed on Canvas at beginning of semester)

In order to avoid misunderstandings regarding attendance and academic misconduct, each
student in my class is required to acknowledge that he or she understands the rules and rights
for the class.

As a student, you are asked to agree that you have read and understand the following
statements:

| have read and | understand the syllabus and course rules.

| am aware of university-wide regulations regarding student conduct and academic
conduct because these regulations are in the course catalog.

| understand that Dr. Seemann hopes all students earn an A, but | understand that he
accepts neither blame nor credit for the grades that | earn in this course.

If I need help | will seek it from Dr. Seemann.

I am not entitled to a high grade. | must earn it.

| understand that Dr. Seemann has high expectations of students at Ball State University
and treats students accordingly.

Writing Guidelines

| will read the writing guidelines before | start the assignment.
| FULLY understand what constitutes plagiarism, and if | have questions, | will ask Dr.
Seemann
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Ball State University has a webpage on academic integrity
(https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-
services/academic-integrity) and | have read it.

| am aware that Dr. Seemann will use plagiarism checkers to identify any attempt of
fraud.

I understand that turning in a digital file, paper or assignment written by another student
is plagiarism.

I will not copy and paste from the internet or other sources without citation.

For the assignments, | will start with my own thoughts and not any internet source or Al.
| am allowed to use Al for brainstorming( if | cannot avoid it), but my work must be my
own.

| will always write in my own words and provide the source | use.

The following paragraph from the website of the University of Oxford is a useful
statement to explain this: “The best way of avoiding plagiarism is to learn and employ
the principles of good academic practice from the beginning of your university career.
Avoiding plagiarism is not simply a matter of making sure your references are all correct,
or changing enough words so the examiner will not notice your paraphrase; it is about
deploying your academic skills to make your work as good as it can be.”
(https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/quidance/skills/plagiarism)

| understand that plagiarized assignments will receive a zero grade, cannot be redone,
and will be reported to the Office of the Vice Provost of Academic Affairs. Please, just do
not even think about doing this because this is extra paperwork for both of us.

I will keep all my notes and keep close track of my sources.

I will not turn in assignments written by another student or one written for another course
because that is plagiarism.

I will not turn in assignments that make extensive use of quoted material. My paper is
supposed to reflect MY thinking and MY writing.

I am aware of the submission policies of this course (see syllabus).

I will write from a geographic perspective.

I will demonstrate my own thinking.

I will check my grammar and spelling and proofread my assignments.

I understand that poorly written papers do not deserve an A.

If | have questions or problems, | will ask Dr. Seemann before turning in my
assignments.
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Tentative Class Schedule

Week Content

1 Jan 05 - Jan 11 What is Geography and why does it matter?
Thinking geographically

2 Jan 12 —Jan 18 Culture types
Cultural approaches to geography

3 Jan 19 — Jan 25 Cultural-geographical concepts: space, place, landscape,
region

4 Jan 26 — Feb 01 Central themes in cultural geography:
diffusion and mobility

5 Feb 02 — Feb 08 | Central themes in cultural geography:
globalization, human-environment relations

6 Feb 09 —-Feb 15 | Geography of language

7 Feb 16 — Feb 22 Geography of language

8 Feb 23 —Mar 01 | Geography of language

9 Mar 02 —Mar 08 | spRING BREAK

10 Mar 09 —Mar 15 | Geography of religion

11 Mar 16 —Mar 22 | Geography of religion

12 Mar 23 —Mar 29 | Geographies of race and ethnicity

13 Mar 30 —Apr 05 | Geographies of race and ethnicity

14 Apr06 —Apr12 | Geographies of race and ethnicity

15 Apr 13 —Apr19 | pojitical geography

16 Apr20 —Apr27 | popylation geography

F Apr28 —May 01 | Final exam week
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Deadlines for assignments (tentative “road map,” subject to change)

Assignments Due date Points Done? | My score
00 Course contract Jan 11, 23:59 | complete
01 Thinking geographically Jan 11, 23:59 | 15
02 Culture types Jan 18, 23:59 | 15
03 Space - place — landscape Jan 25, 23:59 | 15
04 Geographies of migration Feb 01, 23:59 | 15
05 Nature-culture Feb 08, 23:59 | 15
06 Origins and use of English Feb 15, 23:59 | 15
07 Ethnic languages Feb 22, 23:59 | 15
08 MLK place names Mar 01, 23:59 | 15
09 Spring break 3 o '+ 5
10 “Geopardy” of religion Mar 15, 23:59 | 15
11 Buddhists in Fort Wayne Mar 22, 23:59 | 15
12 Race vs ethnicity Mar 29, 23:59 | 15
13 Hispanic food trucks in Columbus, Ohio Apr 05, 23:59 | 15
14 Environmental justice Apr12,23:59 | 15
15 Nation-states and banal nationalism Apr 19, 23:59 | 15
16 Population and the physical environment | Apr 26, 23:59 | 15
Discussion forums (DF)
DF 00 Who-R-U? Jan 11, 23:59 | complete
DF 01 Geography is what-is-where-why- Jan 11, 23:59 | 15
there-why-care
DF 02 Material culture in comparison Jan 18, 23:59 | 15
DF 03 Reading a landscape Jan 25, 23:59 | 15
DF 04 The Columbian Exchange Feb 01, 23:59 | 15
DF 05 Globalization and “Disneyland” Feb 08, 23:59 | 15
DF 06 Mapping your English Feb 15, 23:59 | 15
DF 07 Endangered languages Feb 22, 23:59 | 15
DF 08 Place names Mar 01, 23:59 | 15
DF 09 Spring break 3 & & 3
DF 10 Sacred places Mar 15, 23:59 | 15
DF 11 Religion and food avoidance Mar 22, 23:59 | 15
DF 12 Traveling with the Green Book Mar 29, 23:59 | 15
DF 13 Ethnic foodscapes Apr 05, 23:59 | 15
DF 14 Geography of refugees Apr12,23:59 | 15
DF 15 Borders Apr 19, 23:59 | 15
DF 16 Population pyramids Apr 26, 23:59 | 15
Final project Apr 30, 23:59 | 50
Total 500
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