PSYS 478- Teaching Assistantship - Fall 2026
Section: 006 CRN: 26860

Course Schedule: By appointment

Dr. Melinda Howell – Assistant Teaching Professor
	Personal contact information and office hours are posted on Canvas for students 
	Psychological Sciences Department 
Ball State University, Muncie


Communication Information: Please remember all communication should be in a professional manner. I usually try to respond to emails/Canvas messages within 48 hours, if not sooner, during the week. I often do not check email/Canvas messages during the weekend and scheduled academic breaks. 
Catalog Description
Under the supervision of the instructor of a course, students will carry out course-related duties assigned by the instructor. A concurrent seminar will aid them in integrating such experiences with the pedagogy of the teaching of psychology and with knowledge of the content of the course to which they are assigned.
Course Goals
To provide students with practical classroom experience, including
· communicating effectively with students orally and in writing.
· using pedagogical technology such as Canvas
· using rubrics or other grading strategies consistently and accurately to help give students feedback.
To provide instruction about confidentiality issues, FERPA laws, and other topics related to the ethics of course instruction.
To introduce students to the pedagogy of the teaching of psychology.
Course Rationale: “Understanding and applying psychological principles to personal, social and organization issues” is one of the core learning outcomes expected of the undergraduate psychology major according to guidelines of the American Psychological Association. PSYS 478 is designed as an applied experience that focuses on teaching. Students will assist and be supervised by a course instructor for the “in class” portion of the experience and will meet regularly as a group with the PSYS 478 course instructor for instruction on the scholarship of teaching, reflecting on and sharing their experiences, and discussion of readings on the teaching/learning process.
PREREQUISITES: Prerequisites: PSYS 100; permission of instructor.
FINAL EXAM: none
Grading
Grades will be assigned by the course coordinator based on input from the student’s supervisor in the form of Midterm and Final Teaching Assistantship Evaluations of their performance. This assessment will include an evaluation of how well the students meet the course goals described above.
Students will have additional written assignments related to their review of the literature on the pedagogy of teaching. These assignments will be evaluated by the course coordinator.
Confidentiality
As teaching assistants (TAs), students are given a great deal of responsibility and authority. They are required to keep all student information confidential; they should never share information about students or student grades with anyone except the course instructor. Students in the course to which the TA is assigned will be told to contact that course instructor if, for any reason, they believe that a) a teaching assistant is abusing his or her responsibilities or authority, that b) he or she is being negligent in their duties (e.g., not replying to student emails within a reasonable period; unwilling to meet with them), or c) that she or he has broken confidentiality.
Course and Instructor Evaluation
Students will have an opportunity to participate in a formal assessment of the course at the end of the term.
Course Policy and Expectations
Grading 
Attendance- you are expected to attend scheduled TA meetings unless you contact me otherwise. The TA meetings will count towards attendance points. 5 points
TA Code of Conduct Agreement- you are to read & sign the TA Code of Conduct Agreement and follow it throughout the course of the semester. 5 points
Final Evaluation- This will be completed by your instructor and reviewed with you near the end of the semester. 20 points
Total = 30 points
Grading Scale: The following scale will be utilized to determine grades. Note this is a Credit/No Credit course. A letter grade will not be assigned. 25 points and up = Credit 24 points and below = No Credit
Attendance Policies 
Financial Aid requires me to track attendance. Because you are a TA and there is no specified class to attend, we will count our TA meetings as our class meetings for attendance purposes.
University Policies
University Statement  
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students.
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 
University Grade Appeal Policy 
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. 


Student Academic Ethics Policy 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. 
Course and Instructor Evaluation
At the end of the term, you will have an opportunity to communicate to the instructor, and to the college, the aspects of the course you enjoyed and found helpful, along with any ideas you may have to offer future classes.
FERPA and Privacy
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 
Academic Support Services
The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. 
The Writing Center 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. 
The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub..  
The Counseling Center  
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all student.  


The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. 
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

