WGS 210: Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies
WGS 210 801
ONLINE/ ASYNCHRONOUS
Spring 2026
Dr. Tanya Pearson
Department of Women’s Gender and African American Studies 
tanya.pearson@bsu.edu (contact by email only, not Canvas messenger)
Office Hours: Bi-weekly and by appointment (Zoom) 
Burkhardt 108B

Course Description and Information:
WGS 210 is a woman-centered interdisciplinary investigation into gendered experiences in western culture & an introduction to the discipline of women’s and gender studies. Although the focus is predominately on the experiences of women in the United States, it is within a pluralistic, multicultural framework.                                                                                                                
This course is designed to be an introduction to the interdisciplinary field of women, gender, and sexuality studies.  Students will be introduced to some of the key concepts and frameworks in the field and will develop critical tools for thinking about gender, sex, race, class, sexuality, citizenship and (dis)ability in historical and social context. We will look at the roots of feminism as well as engage with contemporary movements for social justice.  Our texts will include archives, films, personal narratives, theory, and popular culture. My goal is that students will develop a set of analytical tools and a critical lens that can be carried into other courses and the world at large.
Course Objectives:
· Students will learn how women and gender have been defined in the US & how this definition has shaped the experiences of women and minorities.
· Students will gain an understanding of women’s & gender issues in the United States both historically & today.
· Students will study a variety of disciplines & understand how the perspectives of women’s and gender studies changes the way knowledge is gained & processed in all disciplines.
· Class will endeavor to break through the silence and passivity that surround sexism & racism to empower students to take responsibility for & be active participants in their own learning. 
Required Texts: 
hooks, b. (2000). Feminism is for everybody: Passionate Politics. Cambridge, MA: South End Press. (PDF on Canvas)
Davis, Angela. (1981). Women, Race, and Class. Knopf/Doubleday. (PDF on Canvas)
Federici, Silvia (2018). Witches, Witch-Hunting, and Women. PM Press. (PDF on Canvas)
Classroom Policies
Communication: Please contact me by email only, not Canvas. I can be reached at tanya.pearson@bsu.edu. Please identify your class and section number in the email.  
Academic Integrity: Everyone should always abide by the Ball State Academic Honor Code. This includes citing sources whenever you draw from someone else’s ideas.
Attendance:  This is an asynchronous class. It is your responsibility to complete the assigned readings, watch lecture videos and PowerPoints, and turn in assignments on time
Accessibility:  I strive to make the classroom, individual meetings, and your overall experience of this course as accessible as possible. Our communication is key to achieving this goal, as my understanding of what accessibility means is always evolving. Please feel free to let me know if there’s anything I can do to make the course more accessible. 
Late Work: If you need more time to complete an assignment, please be in touch before the deadline so we can arrange for a new due date.  Without any communication, late work will be penalized half a grade a day. (A to A-, etc).  Please communicate with me early and regularly so we can make sure the workload is manageable and assignments are completed.
	Percentage Lower Bound
	Letter Grade

	98%
	A

	92%
	A-

	88%
	B+

	83%
	B

	80%
	B-

	78%
	C+

	73%
	C

	70%
	C-

	68%
	D+

	63%
	D

	60%
	D-

	<60%
	F


Assignment Weights and Grading:

Response papers (10%)
Book Response (25%)
Music Review (25%)
Final Project Abstract (10%)
Final Project (30%)
			
 







Assignments (due by 11:59pm on the posted due date)
1.  Response Papers: Submit 6/8 (via Canvas): Complete SIX 1-2 page response papers. Answer the prompts, ask questions, make connections This is your opportunity to think critically and creatively about the readings. Papers should be proofread but citations are not necessary. Please note: I will not accept late response papers. 
2. Book Response: You will turn in a 3-page response to Silvia Federici’s Witches, Witch-Hunting, and Women. It should be double-spaced, 12 pt font, with an additional title page. You don’t have to cite anything in this paper, but if you do use quotes from the book, please include page numbers in parenthesis. Your paper should include an introduction, body, and a conclusion. Your paper should include an introduction, body, and a conclusion. Introduce Federici's main argument, school of thought, and any relevant information in the introduction. Choose a few major themes and examples the author discusses in the book and analyze in detail. Your conclusion should tie the paper together. Due January 30th 
3. Music Review:  You will choose a song or album or artist (or all of the above), analyze it through the lenses of gender and feminism, and write a 3-page response.  You will be asked to cite Angela Davis's Blues Legacies Black Feminism; consider the themes she discusses in the assigned chapters (feminism, sexuality, bodily autonomy, white supremacy, queerness, travel) and apply them to your song, artist, or album. Include a link to the song/album and an additional title page. Email me for suggestions if needed. 
Structure your paper the same way you would structure a book response or longer essay: Include an introductory paragraph, 3-4 topic-oriented paragraphs, and a conclusion. Your introduction should introduce the reader (me!) to the song/artist/album and offer some historical and/ or cultural context. The conclusion should tie the entire paper together. 
  	Paper should include a title page and works cited page. Use APA guidelines. All papers should be double spaced and written in 12-point font. Due Friday July 12th. (upload to Feminist music review folder) Due March 6th  
4. Abstract, Outline, and Sources: Having chosen a theme, topic, or argument for your podcast episode, you will write a 500-word abstract (summary) of your episode. The summary can include your topic, argument, evidence, etc. You will be asked to include an outline and a works cited page with 3-5 outside sources. Turn in the abstract, outline, and works cited page as one document (Word or PDF). Follow APA guidelines. Papers should be double-spaced and use 12 pt font. Due March 13th
5. Final Project: You will create a 10-minute podcast episode and brochure (Canva is fine) addressing an issue pertinent to Women and Gender in the United States.  The goal is to tell a new and relevant story drawing on the past. 
You will select an issue pertinent to women, gender, and/ or feminism in the United States and create a pamphlet/brochure to “create” a movement/ solution to improve the lives of those people using one of the theoretical frameworks presented in class (Marxist, Radical, Existential, Liberal, Queer, Black Feminist thought). Examples range from LGBTQ rights/ legislation, right to marry, work, reproductive health, or double standards, wages for housework, incarceration, immigration, sex work, sexism in politics, etc. You should look to help them find resources, give background information on your chosen issue.
The brochure/pamphlet should be a trifold (which can be created using Microsoft Publisher or Adobe Illustrator, both of which you have access). You should include information, as well as photos/images. Create a Bibliography page along with your pamphlet/brochure. This project should be submitted as a PDF in Canvas. You will be graded on creativity, writing, source material, and effort. This is an opportunity to be creative, as well as to hone your activist skills. Due May 1st  
**Always use APA format to cite your sources. Please also use 12pt, Times New Roman font, with 1-inch margins for every assignment you turn in.**
Guidelines for Book Response and Music Review:
PART 1: A SUMMARY OF THE WORK
To develop the first part of a report, do the following:
· Identify the author and title of the work and include in parentheses the publisher and publication date. For magazines, give the date of publication.
· Write an informative summary of the material.
· Condense the content of the work by highlighting its main points and key supporting points.
· Use direct quotations from the work to illustrate important ideas.
· Summarize the material so that the reader gets a general sense of all key aspects of the original work.
· Also, keep the summary objective and factual. Do not include in the first part of the paper your personal reaction to the work; your subjective impression will form the basis of the second part of your paper.
 PART 2: YOUR REACTION TO THE WORK
To develop the second part of a report, do the following:
Focus on any or all of the following questions. Check with your instructor to see if s/he wants you to emphasize specific points.
· How is the assigned work related to ideas and concerns discussed in the course for which you are preparing the paper? For example, what points made in the course textbook, class discussions, or lectures are treated more fully in the work?
· How is the work related to problems in our present-day world?
· How is the material related to your life, experiences, feelings and ideas? For instance, what emotions did the work arouse in you?
· Did the work increase your understanding of a particular issue? Did it change your perspective in any way?
· Evaluate the merit of the work: the importance of its points, its accuracy, completeness, organization, and so on.
· You should also indicate here whether or not you would recommend the work to others, and why.
 POINTS OF CONSIDERATION:
Here are some important elements to consider as you prepare a report:
· Make sure each major paragraph presents and then develops a single main point. For example, in the sample report that follows, the first paragraph summarizes the book, and the three paragraphs that follow detail three separate reactions of the student writer to the book. The student then closes the report with a short concluding paragraph.
· Support any general points you make or attitudes you express with specific reasons and details. Statements such as "I agree with many ideas in this article" or "I found the book very interesting" are meaningless without specific evidence that shows why you feel as you do. Look at the sample report closely to see how the main point or topic sentence of each paragraph is developed by specific supporting evidence.
· Organize your material. Follow the basic plan of organization explained above: a summary of one or more paragraphs, a reaction of two or more paragraphs, and a conclusion. Also, use transitions to make the relationships among ideas in the paper clear.
· Edit the paper carefully for errors in grammar, mechanics, punctuation, word use, and spelling.
· Cite paraphrased or quoted material from the book or article you are writing about, or from any other works, by using the appropriate documentation style. If you are unsure what documentation style is required or recommended, ask you instructor.
· You may use quotations in the summary and reaction parts of the paper, but do not rely on them too much. Use them only to emphasize key ideas.
Sample Response Paper
Here is a report written by a student in an introductory psychology course. 
Part 1: Summary
Topic sentence for summary paragraph
Dr. Viktor Frankl's book Man's Search for Meaning (New York: Washington Square Press, 1966) is both an autobiographical account of his years as a prisoner in Nazi concentration camps and a presentation of his ideas about the meaning of life. The three years of deprivation and suffering he spent at Auschwitz and other Nazi camps led to the development of his theory of Logotherapy, which, very briefly, states that the primary force in human beings is "a striving to find a meaning in one's life" (154). Without a meaning in life, Frankl feels, we experience emptiness and loneliness that lead to apathy and despair. This need for meaning was demonstrated to Frankl time and again with both himself and other prisoners who were faced with the horrors of camp existence. Frankl was able to sustain himself partly through the love he felt for his wife. In a moment of spiritual insight, he realized that his love was stronger and more meaningful than death, and would be a real and sustaining force within him even if he knew his wife was dead. Frankl's comrades also had reasons to live that gave them strength. One had a child waiting for him; another was a scientist who was working on a series of books that needed to be finished. Finally, Frankl and his friends found meaning through their decision to accept and bear their fate with courage. He says that the words of Dostoevsky came frequently to mind: "There is one thing that I dread: not to be worthy of my suffering."  When Frankl's prison experience was over and he returned to his profession of psychiatry, he found that his theory of meaning held true not only for the prisoners but for all people. He has since had great success in working with patients by helping them locate in their own lives meanings of love, work, and suffering.
Part 2: Reaction
Topic sentence for first reaction paragraph
One of my reactions to the book was the relationship I saw between the “Capos” and ideas about anxiety, standards, and aggression discussed in our psychology class. The Capos were prisoners who acted as trustees, and Frankl says they acted more cruelly toward the prisoners than the guards or the SS men. Several psychological factors help explain this cruelty. The Capos must have been suppressing intense anxiety about “selling themselves out” to the Nazis in return for small favors. Frankl and other prisoners must have been a constant reminder to the Capos of thecourage and integrity they themselves lacked. When our behaviors and values are threatened by someone else acting in a different way, one way we may react is with anger and aggression. The Capos are an extreme example of how, if the situation is right, we may be capable of great cruelty to those whose actions threaten our standards.      
 
Topic sentence for second reaction paragraph
I think that Frankl’s idea that meaning is the most important force in human beings helps explain some of the disorder and discontent in the world today. Many people are unhappy because they are caught in jobs where they have no responsibility and creativity; their work lacks meaning. Many are also unhappy because our culture seems to stress sexual technique in social relationships rather than human caring. People buy popular books that may help them become better partners in bed, but that may not make them more sensitive to each other’s human needs. Where there is no real care, there is no meaning. To hide the inner emptiness that results from impersonal work and sex, people busy themselves with the accumulation of material things. With television sets, stereos, cars, expensive clothes, and the like, they try to forget that their lives lack true meaning instead of working or going to school to get a meaningful job, or trying to be decent human beings.
Topic sentence for third reaction paragraph
I have also found that Frankl’s idea that suffering can have meaning helps me understand the behavior of people I know. I have a friend named Jim who was always poor and did not have much of a family—only a stepmother who never cared for him as much as for her own children. What Jim did have, though, was determination. He worked two jobs to save money to go to school, and then worked and went to school at the same time. The fact that his life was hard seemed to make him bear down all the more. On the other hand, I can think of a man in my neighborhood who for all the years I've known him has done nothing with his life. He spends whole days smoking and looking at cars going by. He is a burned-out case. Somewhere in the past his problems must have become too much for him, and he gave up. He could have found meaning in his life by deciding to fight his troubles like Jim, but he didn't, and now he is a sad shadow of a man. Without determination and the desire to face his hardships, he lost his chance to make his life meaningful.
Concluding paragraph
In conclusion, I would strongly recommend Frankl’s book to persons who care about why they are alive, and who want to truly think about the purpose and meaning of their lives.

  
Course Schedule
Week 1:			Introduction: What Is Women’s and Gender Studies?
January 5th	Introductions, review syllabus (watch course overview and syllabus review video)
How do we DO Feminism?
bell hooks, Feminism is for Everybody
WEEK 1 RESPONSE DUE January 9th  
Week 2:			Feminist Theories and Frameworks
January 12th  		Silvia Federici, Witches, Witch-Hunting, and Women 
Week 3:
January 20th   	Watch “What is black Feminist Theory” and “Patricia Hill Collins’ lecture on Black Feminism”
			Patricia Hill Collins, “Black Feminist Thought”
WEEK 3 RESPONSE DUE January 23rd  
Week 4:                                          
January 26th 		Rictor Norton, “The Myth of the Modern Homosexual”
Jeffrey Weeks, “The Social Construction of Sexuality”
Judith Butler, Gender Trouble (Ch. 1)
Joan Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Analysis”	
BOOK RESPONSE DUE January 30th 
Week 5:			The Coloniality of Gender
February 2nd 		Plane, “Examination of Sarah Ahhaton…”	
WEEK 5 RESPONSE DUE February 6th 		
Week 6: 			Republican Motherhood
February 9th 	 	Cult of Domesticity texts
Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the rights of women
Angela Davis, Women, Race, and Class (Ch. 1-4)
WEEK SIX RESPONSE DUE February 13th   
Week 7: 		First Wave Feminism and the Politics of Respectability
February 16th  	Davis, Women, Race, and Class (Ch. 9)
			The 19th Amendment		
Week 8:		The Progressive Era & The New Woman
February 23rd      	Helen Keller, “How I Became a Socialist”
			Ida B. Wells, “Southern Horrors”
WEEK 8 RESPONSE DUE February 27th  
Week 9:          
Blues Legacies and Black Feminism
March 9th  		Angela Davis, Blues Legacies and Black Feminism
MUSIC REVIEW DUE March 13th   
Week 10: 			History of the Birth Control Movement		
March 16th  		“Anarcha, Betsy, and Lucy: The Mothers of Modern Gynecology”
			Davis, Women, Race, and Class (Ch. 12)
FINAL PROJECT ABSTRACT, OUTLINE, REFERENCES DUE March 20th 
 Week 11:     			Cold War and the Birth of Second Wave Feminism
March 23rd   		Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique (Ch. 1)
			Equal Rights Amendment
			Phyllis Schlafly & Betty Friedan debate (Video)
WEEK 11 RESPONSE PAPER DUE March 27th   
Week 12:			Rights, Liberation, and Power Movements
March 30th           	Manifestos posted on Canvas
WEEK 12 RESPONSE DUE April 3rd 
Week 13:			Third wave Feminism, Rock Music, and Popular Culture
April 6th 		Watch Anita Hill opening statement (video)
			Clarence Thomas responds to Anita Hill (video)
			Anita Hill: Most Outrageous Questions (video)
Susan Faludi, The Terror Dream (Introduction) 
Week 14:			Abolitionist versus Carceral Feminism
April 13th  	                     Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow
Angela Davis, “Are Prisons Obsolete”
Terwiel, “What is Carceral Feminism?”  

WEEK 14 RESPONSE PAPER DUE April 17th
     
Week 15: 			
April 20th   	Mandatory Final Project Zoom Meetings 

Week 16: 

FINAL PROJECT DUE April 27th  






University Policies:
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability ServicesLinks to an external site. office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of ExpressionLinks to an external site., the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpageLinks to an external site., and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.Links to an external site. 
Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, 
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy. 
University Grade Appeal Policy 
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and ProcessLinks to an external site..
Student Academic Ethics Policy 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity websiteLinks to an external site. (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics PolicyLinks to an external site..  
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:   
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)  
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)  
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
Generative AI Statement 
[It is up to the faculty and/or their academic unit to determine if, when, and how generative AI use is permitted. It is strongly recommended that faculty clearly communicate their expectations about students’ use of AI in their course. Note that many applications (e.g. Grammarly, Microsoft Word, Canva, OneNote, and Evernote) have AI built-in features such as text predictions and AutoComplete as well as organizing and summarizing information. Below are three potential approaches, published by the University of PittsburghLinks to an external site., which can be copied verbatim or modified to fit your needs. Faculty are encouraged to engage in dialogue with their students about the use of AI and academic integrity. For AI information, tools, resources, and courses, see AI Initiatives at BSULinks to an external site..]  
No Use of Generative AI Permitted  
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics PolicyLinks to an external site.. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. [Indicate your expectations regarding use of applications with AI built-in features]. 
Some Use of Generative AI Permitted Under Some Circumstances or With Explicit Permission  
During this class, we may use ChatGPT or other generative AI applications. You will be informed as to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. [Indicate your expectations regarding use of applications with AI built-in features]. Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics PolicyLinks to an external site.. 
Broader Use of Generative AI Permitted/Encouraged Within Specified Guidelines  
The use of Generative AI tools, including ChatGPT, is encouraged/permitted in this course for students who wish to use them. You may choose to use AI tools to help brainstorm assignments or projects or to revise existing work you have written. [Indicate your expectations regarding use of applications with AI built-in features]. However, you must cite any AI-generated material that informed your work. Using an AI tool to generate content without proper attribution constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics PolicyLinks to an external site..  
Student Support Services
The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.comLinks to an external site..  
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenterLinks to an external site. or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLCLinks to an external site..  
The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.  
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenterLinks to an external site.. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 
The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs HubLinks to an external site.. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance FormLinks to an external site..  
The Counseling Center  
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found hereLinks to an external site.. 
The Speaking Center  
The Speaking CenterLinks to an external site. is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct linkLinks to an external site. to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom. Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment. 
Disability Statement:
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
Attendance:
Faculty are required to establish attendance policies for their courses and ensure that they communicate these policies through their course syllabi. In some cases, faculty may be asked to provide the last date of attendance for a student in association with financial aid requirement. 
Students are expected to review course syllabi regarding absence guidelines and follow those guidelines. Course attendance policies must be consistent with University policy. The University has a number of specific policies regarding student absences that are housed within different areas. Explore Ball State course attendance policiesLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.. 
Ball State Academic Ethics:
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics PolicyLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.. 
Plagiarism Policy:
Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason. 
Potential Violations
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to: 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Use or possession of a file created by someone else. 
· Reusing work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Fraudulent submission of work. 
· Using unauthorized materials during Exams. 
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you. 
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
· Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites. 
Plagiarism Detection:
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.  
Proctoring:
This course will require the use of the Respondus LockDown Browser and Monitor for online exams. Watch this short videoLinks to an external site.Links to an external site. to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the optional webcam feature (which may be required for some exams.) Instructions for obtaining the software can be found in our course. 
Canvas and Student Privacy
Canvas Accessibility:
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. 
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT)Links to an external site.Links to an external site.. 
FERPA and Privacy:
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and ProtectionLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.. 
Video Conferencing Recording:
In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with me. 
Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.  

