COURSE SYLLABUS
(Fall Semester, 2025)

Course: CJC 220.2 - Research Methods in Criminal Justice
Classroom: NQ (North Quad Building) 302

Instructor: Taiping Ho, Ph.D. and Professor

Contact: Department of Criminal Justice and Criminology
Email: taipingho@bsu.edu

Office: North Quad (NQ) M288

Office Hour: Tuesday: 12:30 - 3:30 PM (by appointment)

(In order to effectively assist the student, the student shall email the instructor, in
advance, to set up the time and date of the appointment).

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Introduction to research methods pertinent to the study of crime, criminality, and
the criminal justice system. Emphasizes the design, development, use, and ethical
concerns of both qualitative and quantitative research.

COURSE RATIONALE:

In CJC 220 (Research Method in Criminal Justice), the student will learn the
fundamentals of the scientific methods to study criminal-justice-related issues and
practices. The primary purpose of this course is to assist students in understanding
research processes and methodology.

COURSE OBJECTIVE

The instructor will introduce such research processes to all students in the class as an
introduction to research methodology in the study of crime, criminality and the criminal
justice system. Particularly, the instructor will emphasize such issues as the interaction
between criminological theory and research methods, measurement of association, and
data interpretation.

After completion of this course, students would be able to:
(1) Understand basic approaches and techniques for conducting researches,

(2) Employ scientific approaches to study crime-related issues,
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(3) Prepare for advanced study such as Master or Ph.D. degree, and
(4) Comprehend a variety of research designs and its implementation.
TEXTBOOK:

No textbook!

Due to the fact that there are numerous online sources (e.g., U.S. Department of Justice
- NCJRS) which have provided sufficient and invaluable researches on a variety of topics
in criminal justice in terms of research methods and the study’s results. The student
must search and use appropriate information & knowledge to complete the course
assignments and exams. Meanwhile, the instructor will also provide numerous class
lectures to the students during the semester to enhance the student’s understanding
about a variety of research methods in criminal justice field. All of class lectures will be
posted on Canvas.

SPECIAL NOTES
Special Note #1: ICHE Compliance

According to ICHE, students need to spend 2-hours out of class in preparatory for
each hour in class. Accordingly, the instructor will require all students to spend at least 6
hours per week to study and to prepare all course-related materials which will be
discussed in this course.

Special Note #2: Providing access and opportunity for students with disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you
have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with
me as soon as possible. My office location and hours are specified in the first page of
the course syllabus.

Special Note #3: Diversity Statement

“Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty,
staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus
community are welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and
world views of those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as
evident in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response service information, go to
bsu.edu/multiculturalcenter/bias or e-mail mc2@bsu.edu.”

Special Note #4: Department Value Statement

The Department is committed to an inclusive classroom environment, paying particular
attention to diversity and respect of individual differences. In keeping with these values,
comments that are racist, sexist, or homophobic in nature or that otherwise denigrates
and/or insults members of the classroom are unacceptable and will not be
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tolerated. This includes language that is historically and contemporarily perceived as
offensive and derogatory along with all derivatives and colloquial use of such terms and
phrases. This type of behavior is disruptive and will not be tolerated.

Special Note #5: Required Course Adaptations and Accommodations

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please
contact me as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services
for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that
office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted
at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.”

Special Note #6: The due date of assignments and exams

The due date (and time) of the assignment and exam has been specified in each
assignment/exam on Canvas. No late assignment/exam or other course assignments will
be accepted if there is no adequate excuse. Any adequate excuse for incomplete course
assignment must provide to the instructor before the due date of the assignment or
exam. If there is an emergency, the adequate excuse must provide to the instructor right
after such emergency situation has been resolved (an email with proof will be necessary).

Special Note #7: Plagiarism & Academic Dishonesty

You are responsible for upholding the academic integrity of this course. Students are
responsible for reviewing the BSU Student Academic Ethics PolicyLinks to an external
site.. Those who cheat, fabricate assignments, or plagiarize will receive no credit for this
course and be referred to the appropriate BSU authorities and are subject to university
action.

Infractions include an attempt to copy work of fellow students or outside resources
during quizzes or examinations, submitting assignments (or portions of an assignment)
that are not the designated student’s complete original work based on name and/or
Canvas account, or recycling work that was submitted to another class.

Failure to cite sources appropriately is plagiarism, a serious academic offense. Plagiarized
work will not be accepted. The departmental-preferred consequence for
plagiarism/cheating is for the student to receive an F in the course. Additionally, the
student will be forwarded to Office of Student Conduct for possible further

action. Students should review the Code of Students Rights and ResponsibilitiesLinks to
an external site., Section 4.2.1.

What is Plagiarism?
Having someone else write the paper/assignment for you
Buying or downloading the paper/assignment from the internet or another person

Using any sources without citing properly
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Writing a passage verbatim without using quotes/author citation and page number

Copying/pasting passages from ANY source (including the books/articles from this class)
and changing a few words

Turning in a paper/assignment you wrote for another class
Using a paper/assignment someone else wrote for this class
Using artificial intelligence (“Al”) to generate any portion of an assignment

Special Note #8:

It is important to note that the BSU network account such as, email and Canvas, can be
obtained by via of the university computing system.

Participation and Timeliness:

Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. All
course assignments/exams or other assignments must be submitted before or on the
due date. A late submission of a course-related assignment will receive no credit in
grading, if there is no adequate excuse for such incomplete assignment/exam!

Communication:

Please use your BSU email (or Canvas’s inbox) to contact with the instructor if you have
any question about this course. The instructor will try to respond to the student’s
inquiry in a timely fashion, when available.

Academic Integrity:

Students are expected to adhere to Ball State University guidelines as specified in the
Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities in the student handbook.

Counseling Center Syllabus Statement:

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all
students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an
appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Cirisis
Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health
resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including
thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of
which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first
appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with
resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy
at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus
resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to
several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of



these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found herelLinks to an
external site..

COURSE GRADING: (A Total of 100 points)

Class Attendance = 10 points
Midterm Exam = 20 points
Final Exam = 20 points

Writing Assignment #1 = 5 points
Writing Assignment #2 = 5 points
Writing Assignment #3 = 5 points
Writing Assignment #4 = 5 points
Writing Assignment #5 = 5 points
Writing Assignment #6 = 5 points
Writing Assignment #7 = 5 points
Writing Assignment #8 = 5 points
Writing Assignment #9 = 5 points
Writing Assignment #10 = 5 points
GRADING SCALE:

On the basis of a total of points that the student has earned through completion of
course-related requirements (e.g., exams, assignments, or class attendance), the final
grade of this course will be based upon the following grading scale:

A= 950-100.0 points
A-= 90.0 - 94.9 points
B+ = 86.0 - 89.9 points
= 883.0 - 85.9 points
B-= 80.0 - 82.9 points
C+= 76.0-79.9 points
= 73.0 - 75.9 points
C-= 70.0 -72.9 points
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D+ = 66.0 - 69.9 points

=  63.0 - 65.9 points
D-= 60.0 - 62.9 points
F= 59.9 points or below

COURSE-RELATED REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADING:
ATTENDANCE POLICY:

e The student must attend class on time and is expected to stay in the
classroom until the instructor dismisses the class. Anyone who leaves the
classroom without the instructor’s permission will be counted as “absent.”

o If you miss one class meeting, you will lose 25% of the attendance points.

e If you miss two class meetings, you will lose 50% of the attendance points.

o If you miss three class meetings, you will lose 75% of the attendance points.

e If you miss four class meetings, you will lose 100% of the attendance points.

o The student will receive “extra credit” for perfect/outstanding attendance.
The extra credit will be determined in the final exam week of the semester.

e The class attendance is counted as 10 percent of the final grade of the course.

e The class absence will be waived if the student can provide adequate and
timely excuse (with proof) to the instructor.

Examination

There are two (2) written exams are required to be completed in this course. Each
examination will weigh 20 points (or 20% of the final grade). The students must submit
the complete exam prior to or on the due date of the exam. A make-up exam will be
given under extreme circumstances (e.g., a death in the family or other adequate
excuses--with proof). Any make-up exam must be approved by the instructor and a new
due date of the exam will be issued.

The student must answer ALL questions in the exam. The student must save his/her
complete exam in a Word document.

The requirements for each examination, such as the length requirement for each
question, will be specified in the instructions of the exam.

The due date (and time) to submit the complete exams (midterm and final) have been
specified on Canvas.

Assignment

There are a total of 10 writing assignments in this course. The student is required to
read the research article and/or review a video to complete a variety of questions in the



assignment. The objectives of the course assignments are intended to provide an
opportunity for the students: (1) to understand the general concepts regarding research
methods in criminal justice, (2) to analyze criminal justice issues through researches, and
(3) to evaluate reliability and validity of the researches in criminal justice fields. It is
reasonably anticipate that assignments will meet with CJC departmental goals and
learning outcomes, which include: (1) CJC students should be able to analyze
information; (2) CJC students should be able to think critically, and (3) CJC students
should be able to communicate effectively.

Each assignment weighs 5 points (or 5 percent) of the final grade of this course.

The student must submit the complete assignment prior to or on the due date of the
assignment.

A make-up assignment will be given under extreme circumstances (e.g., a death in the
family or other adequate excuses--with proof). Any make-up assignment must be
approved by the instructor and a new due date of the assignment will be issued.

The student must answer ALL questions in the assignment. The student must save
his/her complete assignment in a Word document.

The requirements for each writing assignment, such as the length requirement for each
qguestion, will be specified in the instructions of the assignment.

The due date (and time) to submit the complete assignments have been specified on
Canvas.

GRADING POLICIES

The grading policies of this course will comply with the following guidelines:

1. No credit (i.e., point) will be given, if the student fails to complete and to
submit the required assignment/exam/online discussion before/on the due
date.

2. The instructor will assess an appropriate “credit” on the basis of “correctness’
and “thoroughness” of the answer in regard to the questions and/or the
subject matters, as specified in the examination, assignment, or online
discussion subject.

3. Grades are strictly private and only available on the BSU system. If any
student has any question on his/her grade, he/she must communicate with
the instructor via BSU email.
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