LATIN 101.800: Introduction to Latin (online)
Syllabus. Fall 2026, BSU[footnoteRef:1]* [1: * This syllabus is subject to change.] 
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Professor: Dr. Bart Huelsenbeck
Contact me: Best method is e-mail: bahuelsenbec@bsu.edu. 
If you send me a message Mon–Fri before 5pm, you should receive a response within 24 hours. Response times may vary for messages sent after 5pm on Friday and over the weekend. You may also send me a message through Canvas Inbox. We may also communicate via video conference, using WebEx, Zoom, or Skype.

	Required Texts 
1) Wheelock’s Latin, 7th ed.	  
2) Workbook for Wheelock’s Latin, 3rd ed. revised.  
3) Groton and May, 38 Latin Stories, Bolchazy-Carducci.

Recommended:
4) English Grammar for Students of Latin: the Study Guide for Those Learning Latin, Third edition (O&H Study Guide). Norma Goldman (Author), Jacqueline Morton (Editor). ISBN: 978-0934034340.



Course description: This course is an introduction to the language and literature of the ancient Romans. We shall spend most of our time working with grammar and vocabulary and practicing reading. There will also be discussion of literary, historical, and cultural contexts.	
Latin is a skill similar to playing a sport or a musical instrument. In order to be good at it, you need to practice—and you need to practice consistently. You cannot “cram” to be good at Latin.




Latin 101 is part of the Common Core. Cardinal Core Components:
· Beneficence Themes (Being Human & Global Connections)
· Ways of Knowing (Humanistic and Artistic/Design)


              SKILL					METHODS for MASTERY
	Vocabulary
	Flashcards! Best to make these yourself. Make list of English derivatives.

	morphology (forms—conjugating verbs, declining nouns and adjectives)
	Write out forms from scratch on a blank sheet of paper. Do this again and again until you can produce the forms perfectly. Some websites provide useful tools for practice.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  For example: http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/latin/wheelock/ and many others.

] 


	syntax 
(how the parts of a sentence fit together)
	Latin syntax is based on agreement—on what goes with what. What noun goes with a verb? What adjective goes with a noun?  

	meaning 
(what the Latin is actually saying)
	Read. Read. Read. Answer comprehension questions, translate, paraphrase—in class and on assignments. Extra practice: Wheelock, Wheelock’s Workbook, and practice exercises in the back of Wheelock.



Grading
30% Tests.
30% Quizzes. One or two/week on grammar, vocabulary, and translation of sentences. You will know, almost precisely, what will be on each quiz, so there is no reason you cannot earn 90% to 100% on these if you put in the effort! Your lowest TWO scores will be dropped.
15% Final exam.
25% Preparedness: timely completion of assignments and participation.

Grade scale
100-93 A, 92-90 A-, 89-87 B+, 86-83 B, 82-80 B-, 79-77 C+, 76-73 C, 72-70 C-, 69-67 D+, 66-63 D, 62-60 D-, 59-0 F

Expectations for the learning of Vocabulary:
· Knowledge of vocabulary is comprehensive. You need to know all vocabulary in Wheelock’s vocabulary lists, from Chapter 1 to the current chapter.
· For vocabulary on quizzes, I shall provide English translations, you will provide the Latin: you must supply all the information given in Wheelock’s vocabulary lists (all forms, grammatical cases taken by prepositions, etc.).

Make-up Policy
It is strongly advised that you inform me as early as possible if you must miss a quiz or test. I do not accept extra credit work. Please do not ask.

Late Assignments
The general rule for late assignments is that they are docked by 10–15% for every day submitted past the due date. This is only a general rule. Circumstances may dictate a reduction of points greater or less than 10–15%. After two days past the due date, the assignment will receive a zero unless the student has made arrangements with me.

Academic Integrity
Cheating, in any form, will not be tolerated. This includes use of AI technology! All work that you submit for this course must be your own. You may not submit for this class work that you have done in other contexts (e.g. for another class). If you submit work that is not your own, you will receive an F on the assignment and other, graver consequences may follow.

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
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