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Asynchronous Online – Fall Semester 2026
Ball State University Department of Theatre and Dance

Jennifer Blackmer, Professor
Office:  NQ 224
Mailbox:  WQ 100 (Main office, Department of Theatre & Dance)
Office Hours: By appointment
Office Phone:  765-285-8749
Email:  jsblackmer@bsu.edu



[bookmark: _Course_Description][bookmark: _Course_Description_&]THEA 100 Course Description & Methodology
THEA 100 - The World of Theatre - is a University Core Curriculum (UCC) course that surveys theatrical work selected from the major periods of dramatic productivity from the ancient Greeks through contemporary times and the historical and social elements that helped to shape them. The World of Theatre introduces students to an understanding and appreciation of the many faces of dramatic creativity. Specifically, THEA 100 is a beginning survey of the theatre arts - a starting point toward a general appreciation of the dramatic form and theatrical process. The course explores theatre’s historical significance and its contemporary relevance through readings, activities, and experiencing responding to live performances. Students mastery of the materials will be assessed through weekly quizzes, and a midterm and final exam.
As this course is an asynchronous online experience, the primary resource for students will be this Canvas site, and the online textbook Exploring Theatre: A Backstage Pass (second edition)Links to an external site. The Canvas site is divided into weekly modules, with all readings and assignments posted for the week made available as students move through the course. 

[bookmark: _Ball_State_University][bookmark: _THEAT_100_Course][bookmark: _THEAT_318_Course]THEA 100 Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, the successful student will be better able to:

· To demonstrate the unique synthesis that shapes the theatrical process exploring how all disciplines and elements of all the arts combine to create great theatre
· To develop an understanding of and appreciation for the diverse roles required in the production process
· To develop creative expression skills in the areas of playwriting, theatre criticism, acting and theatrical design
· To answer the question “why is theatre still important in today’s changing world?” 
· To examine the cultural and historical significance of theatre through several historical periods of theatre excellence and distinction - including a look at the master playwrights and major innovations in style and design
· To develop student play analysis skills such that they may effectively discuss their personal aesthetic response to a theatrical work with discipline - informed appropriate vocabulary.

Course Content and Format
[bookmark: _A._Required_Materials]A. Required Materials
Required Textbook
Explore Theatre: A Backstage Pass, Second Edition By Michael M. O'Hara, Elizabeth A. Osborne, Judith Sebesta
This is on online textbook, and your weekly assigned readings will be embedded into each week's modules. Once you purchase textbook, you will be able to access all materials (readings, videos, student study tips, and more) through the "Access Pearson" link on the menu to your left, or through the links in your weekly modules.
A few notes about your textbook:
· Each chapter contains a few interactive activities (matching, journaling, etc.) to help you understand and engage with the concepts explored. While these are excellent activities to practice and assist with your learning, please note that these are NOT REQUIRED for the class. When/if you complete them, they become part of the Pearson/Revel package and are not imported to Canvas for assessment. (They won't be graded by me.) Because I prefer all course activities to be centralized in Canvas, all requirements for points will be found here.
· AI Tools: My policy about AI use for assignments in this class is strict and straightforward-- don't use it, or you risk academic dishonesty. That said, you are welcome to use the AI tools provided in the Pearson textbook to summarize and study if you wish to do so. You cannot use any form of generative AI to create materials for assignments.
· Two Character Play: The Explore Theatre textbook includes information about a production of a play entitled Two Character Play. Chapter Eleven, which is not assigned to you, is all about this process. While you are certainly welcome to review this material, it will not be assigned as part of our class activities. Other chapters might periodically refer to this production; please note that you will NOT be held accountable for knowing this information, and you will not be quizzed/tested over any information in the play. Reach out if you have any questions about this. 
Required Plays
You are required to read 2 (two) play scripts this semester: The Children's Hour by Lillian Helman (1934), and John Proctor is the Villain by Kimberly Belflower (2018). 


Required Productions
Full participation in The World of Theatre (THEA 100) requires you to see 2 (two) productions this semester. Ideally, you can see two LIVE shows (if you're on campus, any production will count for this requirement). If you're off campus, you are required to see one live production in a city or town near you; the second production may be chosen and viewed on the Digital Theatre+ platform, available via Ball State University Libraries.
Required Equipment
This online class uses the BSU Canvas interface to deliver instruction. Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary. Ball State University provides resources to assist you. Please note: a lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work. It is your responsibility to make sure your equipment is in working order before assignments are due.
Technical Equipment:
In order for you to be successful in this type of course (e.g. asynchronous online delivery, distance education), you will need the technology listed in the “Technology for Online and Distance Education Students."
· A BSU email account
· High-speed Internet access
· A Web Cam will be needed for taking the midterm and final proctored exams
Technical Assistance:
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions.  The helpdesk can be contacted at: 1-765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.
Attendance
As this version of The World of Theatre is taught completely online, there are no required meetings for the course. That said, it is vital for you to get into the habit of checking Canvas every day for announcements and updates as the semester progresses. The course is structured through weekly modules that must be completed in order, with readings, quizzes, and assignments due every week. Each module is a prerequisite for the next module and must be completed in order. You may work ahead as much as you wish, but each assignment will be closed at the end of the week, usually on Sunday at 11:59 PM. Don’t fall behind!
[bookmark: _B._Assignments_and]Content Warnings
Please note that some of our readings contain adult material including some sexual content, violence, and suicide. Please let me know if you have any concerns and know that there is help available should you need it. 

B. Assignments and Grading
[bookmark: _C._Course_Policies_1]All assignments categories (detailed below) are posted in weekly modules in Canvas. Due dates are provided on each individual assignment. Individual assignments will be assessed on a points model, with possible points for the class.
Weekly Explore Theatre Quizzes

Your understanding of the readings will be assessed through weekly reading quizzes. Each quiz will be timed at ten (10) minutes and will randomly draw ten questions from a larger question pool. You will have three attempts to complete this quiz, and Canvas will record the highest score you earn. (Even if you achieve a high score on your first attempt, it's a good idea to take all three attempts; this will help you get to know the questions and practice for the midterm and final exams!)
Midterm and Final Exams
Your overall learning will be assessed through a midterm exam (100 points) and a final exam (100 points). Each exam will employ multiple choice and true/false questions drawn randomly from a question pool. These tests are NOT cumulative: the midterm will cover the first eight (8) chapters of your text, and the final will cover the final five (5) chapters of your text. You must utilize the Respondus LockDown Browser tool for both exams.
Play Script Readings
In addition to your regular textbook readings, you will be asked to read and respond to two (2) play texts: The Children's Hour by Lillian Hellman (1934) and John Proctor is the Villain by Kimberley Belflower (2018). Accessible PDF's of both scripts are provided for you on Canvas. You will be quizzed on each play text (10 questions timed at 10 minutes, same as your chapter readings) but please note that YOU WILL ONLY HAVE ONE (1) ATTEMPT AT THIS QUIZ. You will also be asked to respond in video to a series of questions I'll ask about the play.
Activities
During certain weeks I'll ask you to complete short activities exploring some of the ideas in your readings. Each activity will be unique, and ask you to experiment with various aspects of making theatre, such as creating a stage design, or writing a short scene. Because I don't expect any kind of mastery of skills that may be quite new for you, these activities will be assessed on a Complete/Incomplete basis: if I determine that you've given each aspect of the assignment your best effort, then you will earn full points.
Play Attendance and Critiques

You are required to view two (2) live productions for the course at some point during the semester. One of these productions must be an in-person theatre experience, either on the Ball State campus, at Muncie Civic Theatre, or, if you are completing this course from outside Muncie, a live theatre venue of your choice. The other production may also be live, or you may view a production on Digital Theatre+ which is available through databases at Bracken Library. More information on these critiques may be found on the assignment links.

Grading
This online, asynchronous version of The World of Theatre is a points-based class; in other words, you will earn points based on your completion of assignments on a weekly basis. Additionally, there are two (2) performance critique assignments that may be completed at any point during the semester. The assignments and their point values are as follows:
· Weekly Quizzes (12) - 240 points
· Activities (5) - 100 points
· Midterm Exam - 100 points
· Final Exam - 100 points
· Oral critiques of live performance (2) - 200
· Total - 740 points
Your final grade will be determined by the number of points earned divided by the number of points available. Letter grades will be assigned as follows:
	92-100
	A

	90-91
	A-

	89
	B+

	82-88
	B

	80-81
	B-

	79
	C+

	72-78
	C

	70-71
	C-

	69
	D+

	62-68
	D

	60-61
	D-

	Below 60
	F


NO LATE WORK is accepted in this online asynchronous course, except documented cases as defined by the university's leave of absence policy. Once an assignment is closed on Canvas it will not be reopened.
If you encounter an issue that prevents you from successfully completing the requirements of this course, please contact me before it becomes an issue so we may work out a potential solution. Please note that no work grade adjustments will be made to your work within the last two weeks of the semester - please be proactive in addressing problems as they arise!


C. Course Policies and Procedures

Late Work Policy
[bookmark: _Blogs][bookmark: _Writing_Assignments_&]As stated above, no late work will be accepted in this course without prior permission from the instructor. If you encounter an issue that will prevent you from completing your work in this class, please contact me before the issue becomes insurmountable. Please note that I will not make any adjustments to your grade within the final two weeks of the spring semester. 
Office Hours
Because this is an online, asynchronous courses, office hours are by appointment. I’m always happy to connect over the telephone or on Zoom if you have any questions or concerns! Please email me at jsblackmer@bsu.edu or through Canvas to set up an appointment.
Website and Email
All material posted to Canvas is part of the class, and everyone is expected to know this material. All students are held responsible for any information contained on the Canvas site. This requires you to do two things: (1) check the site regularly (I recommend at least once a day) for any announcements or postings, and (2) check your BSU email account regularly (again, at least once per day). If you choose NOT to use your BSU account, then you MUST arrange to forward all BSU messages to your account of choice. I have provided links on our Canvas site to help you do this; the system itself does not allow me to make any adjustments to your email addresses in my class lists … it will automatically send messages to your BSU account. Not receiving email because your account is not forwarded is not a valid excuse for missing assignments, etc.

Likewise, I do my best to stay on top of my email daily, but please note that I strive for as much balance in my work and life as possible. This means that I may or may not always check my email after the end of a typical workday (5 PM). I cannot be held responsible for information in any email sent after 5 PM until the next day of classes. (For example, emailing me with a question about an assignment at 11 PM the night before it is due is NOT a good idea … so plan ahead!)
[bookmark: _Hot_Topics]Withdrawals
The course withdrawal period ends October 28th, 2026. Through this date, students can elect to withdraw from any course; this process is completed through Self-Service Banner. A “W” will appear on your record for the course. The instructor’s permission is not required. For details, see Degree Requirements and Time Limits in the current Undergraduate Catalog.
Academic Dishonesty
Because honesty, trust and personal responsibility are the fundamental attributes of both our University and civic communities, every effort will be made to uphold these qualities in this class. Academic dishonesty threatens the foundations of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, violation of a fellow student’s work and collusion will not be tolerated and will result in automatic failure of the course, in addition to other disciplinary action by the University.

A Note About Plagiarism:  All students are expected to always do their own work. Plagiarism is the taking of someone else's ideas, sentences, and/or words and using them as one's own. Students will be dismissed from class and receive a failing grade for any act of plagiarism.
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy
As you work on and submit assignments this semester, please be aware that using generative AI tools to complete your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy, unless the AI use is explicitly approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism (see above). Generating and submitting work in this course using any form of Artificial Intelligence will be considered a violation of the Academic Ethics Policy. If your grade is affected by an academic ethics violation, I am required to report the violation to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics policy and maintains records of its violations. More information about this reporting process is available here.
So... What does this mean for this course specifically?
Generally speaking, I am against the use of artificial intelligence in any course (such as this one) that celebrates original contributions by artists. That said, your Pearson interactive textbook offers an AI tool to help you understand and engage with the reading materials. Given the price of your textbook (something I have no control over for our online class), I want to encourage you to get the most from your investment, so you are welcome to explore and use those tools to take a deeper dive into the material if you wish.
That said, you are expressly forbidden to use any form of artificial intelligence tool to create text that you submit to me for an assignment or quiz/test. I want to read your thoughts, however imperfect they may be, to assess whether you understand the material. A significant body of research has already been undertaken providing ample evidence that using AI to write and answer targeted questions actually hinders your learning process and reduces your ability to think critically about what you're learning.
If you're wondering whether your AI use is acceptable, ask yourself the following questions:
· Am I using AI to answer my own questions about the material, helping me summarize and understand concepts? 
· Answer: GREAT!
· Am I using the AI tool in the Pearson textbook to help me understand and summarize my reading? 
· Answer: AWESOME! I LOVE THAT! USE THAT TEXTBOOK!
· Am I using AI to answer a specific question that Professor Blackmer has asked? 
· Answer: NO!! DON'T DO IT!!
· Am I cutting and pasting and/or "humanizing" an answer created by AI for an assignment? 
· Answer: ABSOLUTELY NOT!!
In short, I do not want to read and evaluate any material created by AI-- full stop. In return, I promise not to use AI to read and evaluate your written work. 
What Happens if I Violate This Policy?
Given the size of this class, if I suspect that AI has been used in a written submission, I will not grade your submission and message you privately about my concern. You will have three weekdays from the receipt of my message to respond and arrange a meeting. If you choose not to respond, then you will receive a zero for the assignment and, given the nature of the suspected infraction, an academic ethics case may be opened.Links to an external site.
Academic Dishonesty (A reminder)
Because honesty, trust and personal responsibility are the fundamental attributes of both our University and civic communities, every effort will be made to uphold these qualities in this class. Academic dishonesty threatens the foundations of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, use of artificial intelligence in a submitted assignment, violation of a fellow student’s work and collusion will not be tolerated and will result in automatic failure of the course, in addition to other disciplinary action by the University.
A Note About Plagiarism:  All students are expected to always do their own work. Plagiarism is the taking of someone else's (human or not) ideas, sentences, and/or words and using them as one's own. Students will be dismissed from class and receive a failing grade for any act of plagiarism.
Special Conditions
If you need adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please speak with me privately as soon as possible. My office hours are by appointment.
Adult Themes
Please be advised that many of our reading materials and discussions, as well as work generated by your peers, may contain adult themes and language. If you have a concern about this, please see me as soon as possible.
Freedom of Expression
For more information about Ball State University’s commitment to Freedom of Speech and Freedom of Expression, please visit https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression.
Resources for Students
Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode
Student Academic Ethics Policy:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode/academicethics
Student Grade Appeal Policy:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode/gradeappeal
Policy Regarding Student Disruptions:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode/disruption
Policy Regarding Unexpected Student Leave:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode/leaves
Taking Responsibility
In this class, we discuss the importance and implications of taking responsibility for artistic choices.  Likewise, you will be expected to assume responsibility for your own learning processes and products. I will make clear the parameters of your responsibilities in this course, and the projects within this course, but you are responsible for making sure you understand the procedures, details and deadlines. In other words, if you don’t know ... ask!
