MDIA 690: Directed Study | 3 credit hours
Meeting will occur weekly for 30~ minutes - Tuesdays at 11 a.m.

Instructor: Dr. Betsy Pike
Office: Letterman Building 204
Contact: 765-285-1741, betsy.pike@bsu.edu

Brief Description

Preproduction and planning guidance for Bo’s creative thesis project. Bo will

focus on the planning aspect of creating 3-5 video podcast episodes, being presented in
Spring 2027.

Student Learning Outcomes
1. Create a distinguished preproduction plan
2. Practice research methods
3. Critique creative process and reflect on content presented

Evaluation of Student Progress

The directed study is structured to provide each student with the appropriate freedom and
leverage to complete all tasks as assigned for the final deliverables. You are expected to
work and engage this project as a professional and will be treated as such. Failure to act
professionally in communication and failure to stay engaged with this research will result
in an ‘F’ in the course.

1. Weekly meetings (20%)
2. Preproduction drafts (20%)
3. Finalized preproduction plan (60%)

Week Topic Assignment Notes
Aug 24-30 | Intro to the Creative Thesis Plan out the semester, details on
Project Process prospectus, paper, academic

process for the project

Aug 31 - Deep Dive into Prospectus Begin identifying sources for

Sep 6 Bibliography literature review

Sep 7-13 | Current Equipment Inventory Narrow Guest Selection and Labor Day Sep 7
determine number and length of Identifying what | currently
episodes have, and analyzing holes

that still need to be filled

Sep 14-20 | Podcasting Software Research various options for video
and audio capturing and editing,
both in studio and virtually

Sep 21-27 | Equipment for Podcasting - Audio | Research various options for

- In-Studio and Virtual Audio equipment. Rank from ideal

to usable

Sep 28 - Equipment for Podcasting - Video | Research various options for Video

Oct 4 - In Studio and Virtual equipment. Rank from ideal to
usable

Oct 5-11 Prospectus Check In Continue work on Prospectus




Oct 12-18

Prospectus Due

Prospectus Due to Dr. Pike

Fall Break Oct 12-13

Oct 19-25 | Prospectus Defense Prep Prospectus Defense Prep

Oct 26 - Prospectus Defense prior to Oct Prospectus Defense prior to Oct

Nov 1 31 31

Nov 2-8 File Storage Management Begin outreach to potential guests | How to effectively and
for booking appearances in efficiently store video and
January audio files.

Nov 9-15 Intro to Video Graphics Continued guest outreach

Nov 16-22 | Intro to Fundraising Strategy Prepare website and
crowdfunding

Nov 23-29 Thanksgiving Nov 25-29

Nov 30 - Wrap up semester, set goals for Launch crowdfunding campaign

Dec 6 over break Continue booking guests

Dec 7-11 Last Day of Class Dec 7

Finals Dec 8-11




