DANC 100 – Introduction to Dance History
Ball State University, Spring 2026
Class Time: Tue/Thurs, 9:30-10:45am
Class Location: Cooper Science building RM# 401


Professor: Dr Emmanuel Cudjoe
E-mail: emmanuel.cudjoe@bsu.edu
Office Location: Ball Gym, 208A
Office Hours: by appointment)





Course Description: An introduction to the understanding and appreciation of the many facets of creativity in dance through a variety of activities including viewing, movement experiences, and discussion. This course explores the trajectory of dance forms from various cultures and historical contexts through contemporary times and examines social elements that helped shape these forms.
Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of the semester, students will be able to:
· Recognize, and discuss dances from various cultures through an open perspective.
· Appreciate dance as an integrative art form and the various choreographic and performative approaches to dance.
· Develop a vocabulary so that they may discuss and speak clearly about the human body moving in space, describing in time, and energy.
· Identify how dance has transformed over time and is always evolving.
· Identify the presence and impact of dance and bodies in everyday experiences.
· Experiment with artistic expression and collaboration.

Delivery Mode: This class will focus mainly on a traditional in-person content delivery and activities. If the need arises, there may be some synchronous or asynchronous solutions if class moves online at any point in the semester (e.g., Zoom meetings, discussion boards, pre- recorded media). A zoom link will be available but only active if there is a need for students or the instructor to participate in class activities remotely.
Textbook: There is no required textbook for this course. All materials: articles, journals, excerpts, and videos will be provided to students on Canvas.
Classroom Culture: It is of utmost importance that the classroom serves the community as a safe space for learning, creative growth, exploration, and discussion. Please abide by the following guidelines:
· Set up the classroom culture you wish to be a part of; be respectful of me and one another by considering class content and discussion carefully, actively participating in online discussion forums, and be open to viewpoints different than your own.
· Your success in this course is dependent on your attentiveness and receptiveness.
· To ensure your success, please stay ahead of the schedule and check deadlines.

Assignments

· Module Reflections: Weekly readings, videos, lecture, and class discussion will serve as the foundation for a corresponding reflection that will be assigned for each module. Grades will be earned based on the thoughtful quality of the response, organization of material, and completion of elements as outlined on Canvas.

· Written Video Assignments: Students will be asked to watch dance videos on Canvas and write thoughtful responses to the work viewed. The writing will be posted to a Canvas discussion board. Students will respond to two other students and will use the responses on their posts to inform their course understanding. Grades will be earned based on the thoughtful quality of the response, organization of material, and completion of elements as outlined on Canvas.

· Performance Review: Students will provide written critical and reflective response to a full-length dance performance viewed – either live or digital. Grades earned will be based on the thoughtful quality of the response, organization of material, and completion of expected elements as outlined on Canvas.
· Quizzes and Class Presentations: Vocabulary, technical principles, and the history of Jazz, Ballet, and Modern Dance forms. All questions come directly from readings, discussions, and course learning. On Canvas.

· Dance Across Cultures Research Presentation and Paper: Working in teams, students will select a non-western dance form to research and will create a presentation of their findings. Students will also individually submit a 3–5-page paper in MLA format expressing their research. Papers must have proper credit given. A bibliography and references of all sources must be included. Students are encouraged to utilize the online and physical offerings available through the Bracken Library. Possible topics, research guidelines, and rubric can be found on Canvas.
Assessment and Grading
10%	Quizzes (4)
10%	Performance Review
25%	Module Reflections (5)
25%	Video Response & Discussion (5) 30%	Research Presentation and Paper

	Final Grades Scale:
	

	94-100% A
	84-86% B
	74-76% C

	90-93% A-
	80-83% B-
	70-73% C-

	87-89% B+
	77-79% C+
	65-69% D	64% and below F



Course Outline
Content (including videos, readings, assignments, quizzes, and projects) will be released in modules on Canvas. Course schedule and assignments are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. It is the responsibility of the student to stay up-to-date on all assignments and due dates.

Module A – Introduction to Dance as an Art Form
· Dance in Culture and Ritual
· Dance in Social vs. Performance Spaces
· Dance in Applied Settings
· Elements of Dance and its appreciation
Module B – Jazz Dance
· The Rooted History of Jazz Dance
· Influential Jazz Choreographers and Changemakers
· Branches of Jazz Dance
· Jazz Today – Influences in Pop Culture
Module C – Modern Dance and Contemporary Dance
· The Three Waves of Modern Dance
· Pioneers of Modern Dance and their Companies
· Global Perspectives of Modern Dance
· Modern Dance Today – Preserving Legacies
Module D – Ballet
· Ballet History – Romantic and Classical Ballet
· Influential Choreographers and Changemakers
· Structures of Historically Privileged Styles and Systemic Gatekeeping in Dance
· Ballet Today – Advancements in Representation
Module E – African and African Diasporic and Dance Across Cultures
· Dance and Cultural Exchange vs. Appropriation
· Dance and Research
· Celebrating Non-Western Forms & Cultures

Some general notes and guidelines regarding assignments, written or otherwise:
· Please note that late assignments will NOT be accepted past their due date without prior approval from the instructor or extenuating circumstances subject to instructor’s discretion.
· All written materials, including syllabi and assignments, will be available on Canvas. Students are responsible for checking the site on a regular basis (at least once between each class meeting) to obtain all pertinent course information, as photocopies WILL NOT be distributed in class. If at any time you are unable to access these materials on the site, please email the instructor.
· Borderline grades are up to the discretion of the course instructor.

· Plus/Minus grading will be in effect.
· All written work should be completed and submitted in MLA format.
· An “A” paper would include the following:
· A strong central idea (thesis) that is related to the assignment; logical organization with well-developed major points that are supported.
· Effective transitions between ideas and uses appropriate words composing sophisticated sentences.
· Thoughtful writing that is free of mechanical, grammatical, and spelling errors.
· Original ideas and properly cited sources.
Attendance Policy: Since this section meets twice a week, students are allowed two unexcused absences for the semester, additional unexcused absences will result in grade deduction.
Attendance will be taken by the instructor each week. Excused absences fall under the following criteria: religious holiday; pregnancy, jury duty, death in the family (amount of days per University handbook University Bereavement Policy ); and an EXTENDED and DOCUMENTED absence related to illness/health/mental health issues (mono, broken leg, pneumonia, mental health, etc.). For all illness related absences, students MUST receive a written form from the Office of Student Affairs/Disability for documentation to provide the instructor. Those who fall under an excused absence and present instructor with formal documentation from the Office of Student Affairs will be granted permission to make up quiz and video reflection points on their own time. *Colds, flu bugs, and other common illness issues are not excused, so use your allotted absences wisely. *
Academic Integrity: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy. Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Use or possession of a file created by someone else.
· Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.
· Fraudulent submission of work.
· Using unauthorized materials during Exams.
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
· Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.

The Plagiarism Tutorial from UNC Libraries provides you with a great foundation in Academic Integrity.
University Statement & Resources:
 We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765- 285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
      The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week: however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]     The Learning Center
       The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools Section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.
       Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
       Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.
      Student Success Statement 
       Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and world views of those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, visit the Bias Incident Reporting website or email mc2@bsu.edu.
     

     Disability Services Statement
       If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Canvas Accessibility
       Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e., text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).
FERPA and Privacy
       As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection 


