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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course provides a unified overview of the broad field of macroeconomics. Macroeconomics is sometimes referred to as “aggregate” economics because it focuses on the economy at large rather than individual markets. This course aims to impart a rational, logical understanding of macroeconomics, with special emphasis on:
· The strengths and weaknesses of macroeconomic variables such as the Consumer Price Index and the Unemployment Rate in terms of their ability to provide a reasonably accurate picture of what is going on in the economy.
· Determinants of long run economic growth
· Causes of short run cyclical fluctuations in the economy
· The viability of monetary and fiscal policy tools in smoothing cyclical fluctuations

COURSE RATIONALE:
Econ 202 requires students to transform experience to information and information to knowledge fulfilling the UCC-21 curricular goal for Tier 1 courses.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
This course provides a unified overview of the core principles and tools of economics, applied to core problems of macroeconomics. The specific objectives are:
1. The factors responsible for economic growth and business cycles
2. The construction and interpretation of key macroeconomic indicators
3. The role and functioning of monetary and fiscal policies in advanced economies
4. Basic principles of international economics 

TEXTS:
The required textbook for this course is Modern Principles: Macroeconomics by Tyler Cowen and Alex Tabarrok, 5th Edition. In addition to the textbook, we will be using an online homework service called Achieve.
OTHER REQUIRED STUFF:
You will need a webcam for taking proctored online exams, as well as minimum computer and internet requirements as laid out below, and you will likely find a calculator helpful.

ONLINE RESOURCES:  
1. A BSU network account for email and Canvas.
2. As noted above, you will need a Achieve account  

SOFTWARE:  
Students may find Office software, such as Microsoft Office or Open Office to be useful.

COURSE POLICIES:
Participation and Timeliness:
As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind.  You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates.  Developing a routine is essential.
All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date.  Assignments submitted late will not be accepted.

Students with Disabilities: 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Diversity Statement
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, please click here or e-mail reportbias@bsu.edu.
Communication and Tips for Success:
Questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email.  The instructor will typically respond to messages within 48 hours of receiving them.

If you encounter difficulty with the course material, you are strongly encouraged to seek help!  The best way to get a hold of me is by email.  I will check my email as much as possible during the hours of 9am to 8pm during the weekdays, but I make no guarantees about reading or responding to emails sent after 8pm or over the weekend.  If I will not be as able to check emails during certain weekdays, I will alert students through a Canvas Announcement.
Academic Integrity: Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines as presented in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  The Student Academic Ethics Policy is also outlined here: Student Academic Ethics Policy

Etiquette Statement:  Please mind the following in all forms of communication in this course:
· Be mindful to not use language that could be considered strong or offensive. 
· Keep all writings and correspondence as professional as possible.
· Keep writing to a point and stay on topic.
· Double-check all writing to make sure that it clearly conveys the exact intended message.


TECHNICAL INFORMATION:
Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary.  BSU provides resources to help you.  A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.

Technical Equipment:
In order for you to be successful in this type of course (e.g. online delivery, distance education), you will need the technology listed in the “Technology for Online and Distance Education Students.”

Technical Assistance:
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions.  The helpdesk can be contacted at:  1765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.

The Miller College of Business is committed to ensuring that every student who graduates with a business degree is competent in five areas that are crucial to success in business.  These learning goals can be easily remembered with the acronym C-KITE (Communication, Knowledge, Integration, Teamwork, and Ethics).  As part of the business curriculum, this class will advance your experience with these goals in the following way:
Knowledge: Graduates will have functional area knowledge, and this class will provide you with a basic knowledge of Economics.

METHODS OF EVALUATING STUDENT LEARNING: You will demonstrate your knowledge of macroeconomic principles through your performance on (a) assignments, (b) discussion boards, and (c) exams.

Missed exams, problem sets, and discussion board posts will count as zeros, and you will be able to make up exams only if you can verify that your missed exam was due to extreme circumstances.  In the event of missing an exam due to an extreme circumstance, you must notify me as soon as possible and describe the nature of the extreme circumstance.  A makeup exam will be given based on my determination of whether the situation is an extreme circumstance.  Any appeal of a test grade must be made within two weeks of taking the test.

Grades are private and available only on Canvas.  Communication with the instructor of a confidential nature is to be conducted via your BSU email.

COURSE GRADING:
	 
	Total Points or %

	Three Exams
	40%

	Online Problem Sets 
	30%

	Weekly Chapter Quizzes
	20%

	Participation and Discussion Board Posts
	10%

	 
	TOTAL: 100%



GRADING SCALE: 
	Highest
	Lowest
	Letter

	100
	94
	A

	93.99
	90
	A-

	89.99
	87
	B+

	86.99
	84
	B

	83.99
	80
	B-

	79.99
	77
	C+

	76.99
	74
	C

	73.99
	70
	C-

	69.99
	67
	D+

	66.99
	60
	D

	59.99
	0
	F


1. Problem Sets are worth 30% of your grade in total. These problem sets must be completed by the assigned dates and times. Homework assignments will be due on various Sunday nights at 11:59pm throughout the semester.  It is your responsibility to keep track of when they are due through Achieve.

2. Discussion Boards: Your participation in the weekly Discussion Board is worth 10% of your grade. You must make at least one “substantial” comment in each discussion board. “Substantial” is defined by me as a comment that shows some degree of analysis or reasoning ability in applying economic concepts to the topics in the section being covered. Comments must be respectful of others.

3. Chapter quizzes: There will be a weekly quiz on Canvas over the chapters covered that week. Canvas quizzes will be due on various Sunday nights at 11:59pm throughout the semester, and are worth 20% of your final grade. It is your responsibility to keep track of when they are due through Canvas.

4. Exams: There will be two exams throughout the course of the semester.  The two exams will add up to 40% of your final grade. You will be allowed 90 minutes to take each exam, which will consist of 50 multiple choice questions.



COURSE OUTLINE AND SCHEDULE:

	
Week
	Topic
	Activities

	 Week 1:
May 11-17
	Introduction, What is Economics, Supply and Demand
	Read Chapters 1,4
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 2: 
May 18-24
	GDP, Economic Growth
	Read Chapters 6,7
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 3: 
May 25-31
	Solow Model
	Read Chapters 8
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 4:
June 1-7
	Financial System
	Read Chapters 9
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 5:
June 8-14
	Unemployment and Labor Markets
	Read Chapters 11
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	EXAM I
	
	Tuesday June 10th to 
Sunday June 14th

	Week 6:
June 15-21
	Inflation
	Read Chapters 12
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 7:
June 22-28
	Aggregate Demand and Supply
	Read Chapters 13
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 8:
June 29-July 5
	Monetary Policy
	Read Chapters 15,16
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 9:
July 6-12
	The Federal Budget
	Read Chapters 17
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 10:
July 13-17
	Fiscal Policy
	Read Chapters 18
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	
	
	Saturday, July 10th to Friday, July 17th



4

