BUSA 601: Fundamentals of Accounting and Finance
Course Syllabus – Fall 2026
Miller College of Business
Ball State University



Professor		Jason “Dr. Stan” Stanfield, PhD, CPA	
Office:    WB 337	
			Email:	   jwstanfield@bsu.edu
			Mobile: (765) 491-3581
	 				   		
Office Hours            	TBD, or by appointment, both in-person and Zoom

Catalog Description

Explores fundamental issues in financial accounting and financial management of nonfinancial corporations. Develops skills necessary to interpret financial information.

  
Required Material

Required text materials are available for purchase as a custom eBook on the course Canvas page. Alternatively, the ISBNs of the two textbooks from which the materials are pulled are also available on Canvas if students prefer to purchase hard copies.
Course Objectives

1) To achieve an understanding of annual financial reports -- how they are prepared and what they mean.

2) To be familiarized with financial decision-making tools and methodology in the business environment.

3) To become acquainted with current issues and controversies in accounting and finance.

General Policies

All course content will be posted to the class Canvas page. Prerecorded videos covering key concepts and example problems are available for every chapter and most every topic. If student demand exists, we may also have optional Zoom “live” review sessions where we cover course additional course material and problems. These optional sessions will be recorded and made available for later viewing. Lectures and problem assignments are used to focus attention on important topics. Most recordings will concentrate on introducing basic tax accounting concepts and procedures along with a limited number of example problems.  Demonstrating these concepts is accomplished through working assigned problems in Connect. 

Attendance policy: As an online course, your attendance is demonstrated through your viewing of any assigned videos, reading of any assigned material, and completion of all assignments. 

Regarding in-class, even virtual, behavior:  Be a good classmate.  If it’s disruptive don’t do it.

Also, with regards to cell phones:  My best advice is to keep your phone off when you’re in (any) class, and if you have a legitimate need to have your phone on, then set it to vibrate/silent alert, and if the need arises quietly excuse yourself.  

Canvas

Syllabus modifications, course comments, assignment and homework solutions, solutions to exams, and grade information will be posted on Canvas.  Announcements posted to Canvas are the responsibility of students.  Issues with student email accounts, etc. are not valid excuses for missing information. You are encouraged to adjust your Canvas settings to make sure you receive a daily email of all announcements related to your courses.

You are responsible for checking the course site on Canvas often for changes and information.  I will try to provide reminders in class when the site has been updated, but ultimately you are responsible for checking the site.


Grading

I strive to tie your grade to your learning in the course: Your performance in BUSA 601 will be evaluated based on graded homework assignments, quizzes, and exams.

	Midterm Exam
	30%

	Final Exam
	30%

	Projects & Assignments
	20%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Total
	100%

	
	



Your final grade will be determined based on your total course percentage relative to your peers, with cutoffs not to exceed those of a 90-80-70-60 (traditional) grading scale (i.e. no one receiving a 90% or higher will receive a grade less than an “A-”.)  





Attendance Policy

As an online, asynchronous course I cannot take attendance in the traditional sense. Instead, you demonstrate attendance through your activity on our course page in Canvas and any interactions you might have with me as your instructor. While attendance is not explicitly graded, it will almost certainly negatively impact your grade to not be engaging with the material on a regular basis.  



Self-Study Problems

The only path to success in any accounting or finance course is through application of course concepts to problems. For each chapter in the text, a list of suggested problems will be provided, and a limited number of these problems may be reviewed in class or a video, or with an additional video or document.


Assignments

Several graded assignments will be provided throughout the semester.  Details will be provided with each assignment.

Any assigned discussion board participation will be included in the Assignments portion of the grade. 


Exams

We will have one midterm and one cumulative final exam.  Students are to take exams at the scheduled times.  No make-up exams will be offered except as required by university or department policy.  The format of the exams and other policies will be discussed not less than one week prior to each exam, but may include in-class, take home, or testing lab portions. Examinations will test individual performance and are based on the course notes, assignments, textbook readings, self-study problems, and all other classroom material. 

Course Participation

All students are expected to regularly participate in the course.  Specifically, students can demonstrate their participation through asking meaningful questions in class, responding to prompts from the instructor or other students, and by doing similar activities in the online discussion forum on Canvas. 

All questions regarding course content or general course matters MUST be posted to the discussion boards on Canvas. ONLY those matters which are private (for example, a grade, an absence, etc.) should be emailed to me. I require this to ensure all students have access to the help and guidance I have provided as to avoid giving one student an advantage over another. If you receive help after class or in office hours, I may ask you to make a discussion board posting to share what I covered with you.  

Withdrawal from the Course

For purposes of withdrawing from the course, the student must submit the appropriate withdrawal form to the Office of Retention and Graduation (SC L20 – 765.285.3312) by the close of business on Wednesday, October 28, 2026.


[bookmark: _Hlk503094821]University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

Disability Statement 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Freedom of Expression 

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Ball State First Day

This course is part of our course material delivery program, Ball State First Day. The bookstore will provide each student with a convenient package containing all required physical books and any digital materials will be integrated into Canvas for this course.

You should have received an email from the bookstore confirming materials provided for each of your courses and asking you to select how you would like to receive any printed components (in-store pick up or home delivery). If you haven't done so already, please confirm your fulfillment preference so the bookstore can prepare your materials. Students who do not want to participate in the First Day program may choose to opt out.

	To access your digital materials within Canvas:
	Delivery Method
	Direction

	eBook
	Select the “Course Materials” link

	Courseware – SSO Partner Integration
	Select the “Course Materials” link

	Courseware – Access Code Reveal
	Reveal the access code in the “Course Materials” link and redeem the code at the link provided on that page,
or in the publisher’s integration in Canvas

	Courseware – Publisher Direct
	Select the publisher’s link in your course



[bookmark: _Hlk503094838]Emergency and Severe Weather Protocol
In the event of any emergency, including severe weather, the university relies on an array of communication tools to keep the campus community informed and relay safety instructions including campus sirens, emergency alerts, and updates to the Ball State homepage. In the event of an emergency, the home page would be one of the first places university officials would post official information for all audiences. Should www.bsu.edu become unavailable during an emergency on campus, the university may post information on the site http://ballstate.info. 

We follow all Ball State emergency and weather instructions and cancelations. If I must cancel class for a personal reason, I will make an announcement on Canvas with as much notice as possible.

Title IX

Ball State University is committed to maintaining an educational environment free from sex discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, dating and domestic violence, and stalking. Students who experience or witness conduct that may violate University policy are encouraged to seek support and assistance. The Title IX Office can provide information about reporting options, supportive measures, and available resources. Contact the Title IX Office at 765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu.
Please Note: As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter. If you disclose information to me about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or sexual misconduct, I am required to notify the Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Office will reach out to discuss available resources, supportive measures, and reporting options. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, you may contact the Counseling Center or the Center for Survivor Support. 

Pregnancy and Related Conditions 

Ball State University provides reasonable modifications for students affected by pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions. Students seeking academic, housing, or other modifications are encouraged to contact the Title IX Office as early as possible to discuss available options and support. For assistance, contact the Title IX Office at 765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu.

University Grade Appeal Policy 

If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

Useful Campus Resources

Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.  
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  

Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center can help you at any stage of the writing process, whether you’re just getting started and need help brainstorming or when you’re wrapping up a project and just want a second set of eyes. We work with writers from all disciplines and with all kinds of writing, including essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts.
You can choose from three appointment types: getting started on a new project (Planning appointment), discussing an existing draft (Feedback appointment), or scheduling time to work, with a tutor on hand to keep you motivated (Accountability appointment). To schedule a free appointment, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. We offer online appointments any time we’re open, or you can meet a tutor face-to-face in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays and Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings. Make sure you plan ahead, because appointments book quickly!

The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  
The Counseling Center  
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here. 
The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom. Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.
Canvas Accessibility 
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).  

Ethics Statement

I take honesty and integrity in the classroom very seriously.  We have more than enough instances of “accountants or other financial professionals behaving badly” in the press. 

Bluntly, a student caught acting in an unethical manner with respect to coursework, including assignments, quizzes, and exams, can expect to be punished as severely as the university and department will allow.  Ethics and values are very important in accounting and in the world of business. Ethics and values are also important in education. I assume, unless there is evidence to the contrary, that you are an ethical student.  If you have a question or concern regarding your own behavior or that of other students, please do not hesitate to ask.  

All students in attendance at Ball State University are expected to be honorable and to observe standards of conduct appropriate to a community of scholars, as detailed by the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities. 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/studentrights/policiesandprocedures/studentcode. Ball State expects from its students a higher standard of conduct than the minimum required to avoid discipline. 

Academic misconduct will not be tolerated. Academic misconduct includes all acts of dishonesty in any academically related matter and any knowing or intentional help or attempt to help, or conspiracy to help, another student. The Student Academic Ethics Policy will be followed in the event of academic misconduct.

Cheating and Plagiarism are not acceptable. The minimum penalty for incidences of academic dishonesty will be a zero (0) on the assignment, exam, etc. and will be reported to the University.  “Possessing, buying, selling, obtaining, giving, or using a copy of any unauthorized materials intended to be used as or in the preparation of a quiz or examination or similar evaluation” – do not view material from or upload class material to online “study” websites such as Chegg, Course Hero, etc. Please note that the use of generative AI technologies such as ChatGPT is not expressly prohibited, but all submitted work MUST be your own, or your are in violation of this policy. 

Generative AI
At Ball State, we use GenAI to elevate human potential, not replace it. To succeed in an AI-infused world, students must balance technical skills with durable skills, lifelong abilities such as critical thinking, ethical judgment, communication, accountability, and responsible decision-making that define a Ball State graduate. Developing these durable skills requires you as students to think carefully about:
· when AI should and should not be used;
· how to use AI responsibly;
· how to verify AI-generated information; and
· and how to remain accountable for final work. 
You may use generative AI applications for some work submitted in this course. You will be informed as to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University's Student Academic Ethics Policy. When in doubt, please ask me before using GenAI. You, the student, are always responsible for the content you submit, publish, share, or act upon, regardless of whether GenAI tools assisted in the process. For data security reasons, please use BSU-approved GenAI tools (e.g., BSU Gemini, NotebookLM), which support single sign-on (SSO) with BSU ID and password. Commonly used public GenAI tools carry a higher risk of data being shared externally. In contrast, when using BSU-approved GenAI tools, any data you input is protected within the BSU system. Instructors do not have access to BSU IT Center logs of AI tool usage, so student data shared through BSU-approved GenAI tools remain private.


Plagiarism Detection
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.
Proctoring 
This course will require the use of the Respondus LockDown Browser and Monitor for online exams. Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the required (single) webcam feature. Instructions for obtaining the software can be found in our course. 



Assurance of Learning
The Miller College of Business is committed to ensuring that every graduate with a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree is competent in four areas that are crucial to success in business. These learning goals can be easily remembered with the acronym LEAD (Leadership, Ethics, Analytics, and Decision Making).
Leadership: Miller College MBA Graduates will be able to develop leadership and management skills. They will be able to
· Explain relevant leadership theories
· Apply leadership theories effectively to solutions
· Assess personal leadership strengths and weaknesses
· Relate lessons from leadership theories and personal assessment to personal career
Ethics: Miller College MBA Graduates will recognize and address ethical business issues. They will be able to
· Identify ethical dilemmas
· Identify consequences of ethical dilemmas
· Articulate motivators driving behavior relative to ethical dilemmas
· Articulate a framework for resolving ethical dilemmas
Analytics: Miller College MBA Graduates will be able to interpret and communicate patterns in data, identify and apply the tools and techniques of data analysis, using technical knowledge to analyze problems and propose a solution. Specifically, they will be able to
· Understand the value of data collection and analysis in acquiring knowledge and making decisions in today’s business environment
· Identify appropriate statistical techniques and understand their limitations for a given set of conditions in order to answer a particular question.
· Apply quantitative modeling and data analysis techniques to the solution of real-world business problems.
· Effectively present and communicate results using data visualization techniques.
Decision Making: Miller College MBA Graduates will be able to demonstrate effective evidence-based decision making. They will be able to
· Articulate the decision situation and criteria
· Identify and describe key decision alternatives
· Use data to correctly identify the likelihood of outcomes (favorable/unfavorable)
· Use data to assess the impact of outcomes (favorable/unfavorable)
· Make an informed decision and provide support
In this class, you will demonstrate:
· Analytics, use spreadsheets to organize and analyze data to answer questions in accounting and finance
· Ethics, identify and suggest resolutions to ethical accounting and finance issues
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