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Professor: Francis R. Wemniga (he/him/his), Ball State University, Spring 2026  
Office number: Robert Bell 
Office phone: 
Office hours:    
You can also click on this zoom link to talk to me after scheduling an appointment.

ENG 104-20 – Composing Research


COURSE DESCRIPTION + GOALS

ENG 104: Composing Research (3) Applies the fundamentals of rhetoric to the research process: methods of research; the rhetorical nature of research; elements, strategies, and conventions common to research writing, including multimodal presentations of new knowledge.    

Prerequisite: English 101 and 102; or ENG 103; or appropriate placement.

By the end of the course, students will:

• Create and complete research projects. This involves generating a research question, engaging in critical/analytical reading, developing an argument with evidence collected from both primary and secondary research, and documenting sources appropriately. 
• Align research questions with appropriate research methods. 
• Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and synthesis required to evolve and complete a research project. 
• Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information appropriate for the context and persuasive to the intended audience. 
• Use the university research library to forward their research agenda. 
• Engage in collaborative research. 
• Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to various rhetorical situations in a stylistically sophisticated manner. 
• Collect, analyze, and organize research information in verbally and visually compelling ways. 
• Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and joint research projects.

COURSE CONTENT & FORMAT
The content and format of ENG 104 are designed to enable students to achieve the course goals:
• Discuss, analyze, and respond to texts composed in a variety of media that develop an argument by relying on different kinds of research and that are addressed to diverse academic audiences 
• Analyze the connections among research questions, research methods, audience, and style 
• Design various research projects that involve generating a question, collecting data, analyzing data, and interpreting the analysis 
• Conduct research projects that rely on various means of gathering data, including but not limited to fieldwork, online research, and library research 
• Analyze data collected through a variety of methods 
• Compose proposals, progress reports, and final research reports for individual projects 
• Compose final research reports that are persuasive and appropriate for the intended audience and context 
• Compose research reports in multiple drafts, involving peer feedback, self-reflection, instructor’s written comments, and teacher-student conferences 
• Reflect regularly on the choices available and the decisions made in the creation and completion of research projects.

COURSE MATERIALS

· BallPoint Vol. 2 (password: chirp104)
· A flash drive or other storage device and/or cloud storage
· Something with which to take notes and brainstorm (paper and writing utensil, laptop, etc.)
· Supplemental Readings (Circulated as PDFs on Canvas)

ASSIGNMENTS

You will complete four “projects” for this course. All projects will have a handful of related short writings and discussions designed to support the completion of that project (e.g., process, preparation, & process work). In addition, these projects will provide opportunities to consider how Generative AI tools may be applied to the research and composing processes. Below, you will find brief overviews of each of these projects. The full guidelines for each project will be available on Canvas.

1. Scholarly Article Analysis: For this assignment, you will summarize and rhetorically analyze a scholarly article written by experts in your discipline. This project will require you to 1) introduce and summarize the content of the article clearly and accurately, 2) analyze the author’s rhetorical situation, and 3) make a claim about the author’s construction of their academic ethos. (1,000–1,500 words)

2. Annotated Bibliography: You will create a bibliography with evaluative annotations. This project will require you to 1) identify a viable topic or issue relevant to your major, discipline, or professional aspirations that you’d like to learn more about, 2) form a research question that you’ll use to guide your research, and 3) compile that research into a well-crafted annotated bibliography. (1,000 words)

3. Researched Argument Essay: For this assignment, you'll ask questions in order to identify an issue relevant to your area of interest, and you'll investigate the public and scholarly conversations on the topic in order to inform your own position. Once you have engaged with the ideas of others, you will contribute to the conversations on this issue by composing a persuasive, argumentative essay that presents your own take on the issue. You will need to support your position with evidence from those conversations or found in other relevant sources. (2,000–3,000 words)

4. Poster Session: You will remediate your researched argument into a poster like those presented at research conferences. You will create a poster session (using PowerPoint, InDesign, Canva, or another page design tool) aimed at educating an audience on the issue you chose for your researched argument essay. (Approximately the equivalent of 2,000 typewritten words)


5. Learning with GenAI: This assignment consists of two parts: a weekly GenAI learning log and a series of GenAI autoethnographies. For the first part, you will submit a weekly learning log. For the second, you will complete autoethnographies for four major individual projects (Scholarly Article Analysis, Annotated Bibliography, Researched Argument Essay, and Poster Session), as well as a final autoethnography at the end of the semester that compares your GenAI use across these assignments. 

6. Short Writings and Discussions: Over the course of the semester, you will be asked to submit written work regularly, including pre-writing, collaborative work, peer review of major projects, and reflective activities. These will be averaged to form your short writing grade. Additional information on these short assignments will be given on Canvas.


GRADES OVERVIEW

Assignment									Weight
Scholarly Article Analysis							15%
Annotated Bibliography							15%
Researched Argument Essay 						20%
Poster Session								20%
Learning with GenAI Reflection						10%
Short Writings and Discussions						20%
Total										100%


GRADING SCALE

	100–94 = A
93–90 = A-
	89–87 = B+
86–84 = B
83–80 = B-
	79–77 = C+
76–74 = C
73–70 = C-
	69–67 = D+
66–64 = D
63–60 = D-
	59% or below = F



NOTE: In order to fulfill the University's Core Curriculum requirement in Writing Program courses, students must earn a minimum grade of C to pass; a grade of C- is not considered acceptable. Writing Program courses may be repeated as many times as necessary to meet the requirement but: 
• The first and all other grades will show up on the transcript. 
• All grades except the first will be used to compute the GPA. 
• A grade of W will not replace a previous grade. 
• Course credit hours apply only once to graduation requirements. 
(Please see Ball Point for a more complete explanation of these policies.)

LATE WORK

Late work is not ideal, but life happens. Final drafts of projects 1–4 must be uploaded to Canvas by 11:59pm on the assignment due date, unless otherwise specified on the syllabus. Late work may be accepted under extenuating circumstances and only if you consult with me before the class period on the day that the work is due. If you need an extension, you must ask at least 24 hours before the assignment is due.

FORMATTING & FILE-NAMING

Refer to assignment sheets for formatting requirements for each assignment. Filenames for electronic documents must include your name and the title of the assignment. Don’t save your project as “Essay.doc.” Save it as: YOURLASTNAME_RhetoricalAnalysis_FirstDraft.doc or something similar, so that your (and my) files stay neatly organized.

CLASS PREPAREDNESS & ENGAGEMENT

During our class sessions, I ask that you come prepared for and ready to engage with our class. Preparedness is i) bringing assigned/necessary materials to class, ii) having appropriately engaged with those materials (reading, annotating, etc.), and iii) completing and submitting coursework in a timely fashion. Engagement encompasses things like i) listening to your classmates when they speak, ii) participating in class activities, iii) taking notes during discussions and activities, iv) staying awake during class, v) not engaging in disruptive behaviors, and vi) not checking or using your phones or laptop for non-class purposes. If you are unable or unwilling to come prepared for and/or ready to engage with our class, you will be marked absent for that particular class (see Attendance Policy below).

ASKING QUESTIONS AND SEEKING CLARIFICATION

This course asks that you take an active role in your learning. One of the most important facets of taking ownership of your own education is seeking assistance and asking for clarification when you need it. Understand that asking questions is a normal and necessary part of learning. I strongly encourage you to reach out to me with any questions regarding course materials and/or expectations. Remember, your peers and I will be invaluable resources as we work through the semester together.




ATTENDANCE POLICY

You are expected to attend class every day as the main goal of this course is to help you build your writing skills in research. The course is designed to help you work, participate, and share your ideas in class. Every week, you will have group work as well as minor assignments, your participation will be beneficial for you and for our learning community. I like to call students’ names randomly to get their viewpoints during class activities, be ready to fully participate in class.  Participation will also help you fight public fright and clarify the points you do not understand well in the lesson.  Feel free to reach out to me if for personal reasons, you prefer that I do not call your name in class. 
The Department does not award passing grades to students who miss more than 20% of class meetings. Therefore, if you miss more than nine (9) classes, for any reason, you will fail the course.  You will be deducted a letter grade if you miss seven (7) classes. Illness will be excused only if you bring a note from a doctor.   
 
TECHNOLOGY POLICY

Use of devices such as laptops, tablets, and phones will be permitted for academic and class purposes only. If you do plan on taking notes on your laptop or tablet, please be aware that classroom outlets may be limited. To be clear, while the use of devices during class time is permitted, you will be expected to use your electronic devices only for class-related activities such as note-taking and research. If you use your electronic devices in a way that distracts you or other students from the task at hand, I will ask you to put the device away for the remainder of the class period.

COMMUNICATION POLICY

I encourage you to reach out to me with your questions and concerns that are not addressed by the syllabus or your course materials. Should you wish to further discuss a project, your progress in the course, or if there is anything else you think I should know, please visit me during office hours or contact me via email. I am reachable via email Monday-Friday from 9am-6pm. Emails sent outside of these hours may not be answered until the next workday. Further, during busy points in the semester, it may take me up to 24 hours to respond to your email. Please plan accordingly and refrain from sending last-minute emails regarding deadlines or project requirements. In addition to office hours, I am available for appointments M-F, though I ask that you request an appointment for a given day 48-hours in advance so that we are able to work out an appointment time that works for both of us.

PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Ball State’s policies and procedures regarding Academic Ethics are described in the Code of Student Rights and Community Standards. As a student enrolled at Ball State, you have agreed to abide by this code.  You are therefore responsible for having read it and knowing what it contains. If at any time during the semester you find yourself considering plagiarizing something, whether you are having difficulty understanding the assignment, are suffering from writer’s block, or have just gotten so far behind that you don’t know how to get caught up, please talk to me instead.


ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE POLICY

AI is not forbidden but must be used responsibly and in moderation. All written work provided in this course should be original and predominantly student-authored with limited assistance from AI. Using AI for assistance includes but is not limited to brainstorming, research, and/or generating ideas. Failure to disclose use of AI in generating written work constitutes plagiarism. More information can be found in the previous section on “Academic Honesty.” If you still have questions about AI use, please do not hesitate to ask me. 


UNIVERSITY STATEMENT

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

PROVIDING ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
Ball State University's Disability Services office helps students with disabilities get the accommodations they need to succeed. The office reviews student disability documentation and works with faculty to provide reasonable accommodations that meet federal guidelines and university policies. This ensures a fair and inclusive learning environment for everyone.
If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING

College can be hard. If you are experiencing mental and emotional health problems, 
please realize, first, that you are not the only one. Many of us, students and faculty, struggle
with mental health issues. It is important, however, that you reach out for help. 
The Counseling Center has resources available; call them at 765-285-1736. Or, if you are
comfortable doing so, contact me (particularly if you feel your mental well-being is
affecting your work for this or any other class), and I can direct you to appropriate resources.

THE BASIC NEEDS HUB

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.


THE WRITING CENTER

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES

January 5		First Day of Classes
January 11		Add/Drop Ends
March 19		Web Withdrawal Ends
May 1		             Term Ends




COURSE SCHEDULE
Please note that this schedule is subject to change. All officially assigned material and due dates will be what you see under the weekly content modules on Canvas. That said, this schedule will provide you with an idea of the reading and writing you’ll be required to do in this class.


	Week
	Agenda

	Assignments Due

	W1
January 5-9
	· Introduction & syllabus
· Make connections between 103 and 104 in a group work on a Google doc

	Syllabus quiz (in-class)


	W2
January 12-16
 
	· Introduce Project 1 (Article Analysis) & analysis practice
· Field research assignment
· Library databases (preliminary search for article) in class or with a librarian
	Field research assignment
 

	W3
January 19-23
 
	[Monday 19] --Martin Luther King Day
· In-class Library tour:  Google Scholar, JSTOR, Project MUSE (bring your laptops) 
· GenAI literacy activity
· Summary discussion and practice (+ GenAI can assist summarizing)
· Introduction to the autoethnography task
	GenAI literacy activity



	W4
January 26-30
 

	· Instructions on source use and citations (Direct, indirect citations, paraphrasing, and summarizing)
· In-text citations & references
· Citation Practices (MLA/APA)

	Paraphrasing activity
GenAI Learning Log


	W5
February 2-6

	· Project 1 Peer Review (in-class work)
· Structured workshop day
· In-class workday (complete the WP1 and the one-page reflection
	
Project 1 Peer Review (in-class work)

GenAI Learning Log


	W6
February 9-13
 

	· Introduce Project 2 (Annotated Bibliography)
· GenAI component: Ask GenAI to find sources (preliminary source searching and to generate preliminary texts)
· Sample evaluations (in-class discussion)
· Familiarize with the rubric
· Topic Proposal Discussion and Brainstorming
	Project 1 Final Draft
(Article Analysis)

Topic proposal

GenAI Learning Log


	W7
February 16-20

	· GenAI prompting engineering
· Source evaluation using the CRAAP test (Currency, Relevance, Accuracy, Authority & Purpose)
· In-class analysis of an article using the CRAAP test
	CRAAP test



	W8 
February 23-27

	
· Library Tour: In-class Library tour. Scavenger hunt (bring your laptops)
· Introduction to theme grid with 5-6 sources (start with 3 sources in class)
· Keep working on the theme grid

	GenAI Learning Log
 

	Tuesday & Thursday = Spring break

	W9
March 9–13
	· Project 2 Peer Review
· Structured workshop day
· Complete the WP 2 and submit it + one-page reflection in Canvas.
	Peer review: Questions + summary of feedback


GenAI Learning Log

	W10
March 16–20
	· Introduce Project 3 (Research Paper)
· Thesis Statement and Logical Fallacies
	Project 2 Final Draft (Annotated Bibliography)

Thesis statement & logical fallacies

GenAI Learning Log


	W11
March 23–27
	· Archival Research Discussion
· Synthesizing ideas Discussion
· Conducting Surveys (Google Forms) and Interviews
· Sample Evaluations (in-class discussion)
 
	Theme Grid

Synthesizing activity

Sample Evaluations

GenAI Learning Log

	W12 
March 30 – April 3 
	· Conference Meetings with Students
	Graded assignment

	W13
April 6-10

	· Developing my Paragraphs
· Drafting my conclusion
· Project 3 Peer Review
· Structured workshop day
	

GenAI Learning Log


	W14
April 13-17

	· Introduce Project 4 (Poster Session)
· Use of GenAI designing posters
· Poster Design Tips Discussion
· Submission of all late assignments.
· Extra Credit Opportunity (Group Poster Design Challenge)
	Project 3 Final Draft (Research Paper)

GenAI Activity

Possible tasks: Brainstorming + reflecting

GenAI Learning Log

	W15
April 20-24

	· Canva Tutorial and Practice
· Strategies for presenting
· Sample Evaluations (in-class discussion)
· Peer Review
· Course Evaluation
· Extra Credit Presentations

	Project 4 Sample Evaluations

Peer Review

GenAI Learning Log 

	W16
April 27-May 1
	· Finals’ week: Monday-Friday
	Project 4 Final Draft Project 5 GenAI Autoethnography

GenAI Learning Log



 
