
AHS 330-3 | Approaches to Art History 
Fall 2026 

 

 

Professor: Dr. Kendra Grimmett | kendra.grimmett@bsu.edu  

 

Course Description | 3 Credit Hours 

Explores historical and contemporary approaches to interpreting art with an emphasis on close 
looking, reading, and discussing critical issues in art history. Students write and present about art 
from a variety of methodological viewpoints.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes |  

This is a University Core Tier 2 course that fulfills the University Core’s “W” (writing intensive) 
designation and the criteria for High Impact Practices: Culturally and Intellectually Diverse 
Perspectives. 

By reading challenging texts, writing weekly journal entries, participating in class discussions, 
and preparing a multi-step Methods Paper Project, students will:  

 Read critically, summarize, analyze, and synthesize information and concepts in using 
written and visual materials as the basis for developing original ideas and claims 

 Work collaboratively and independently to solve problems and make decisions in the 
context of discussions, presentations, and papers  

 Use multiple sources of information and knowledge to evaluate competing forms and 
ideas, form judgments, and provide rationale  

 Interpret art using significant art historical methodologies and approaches  

mailto:kendra.grimmett@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/high-impact-practices
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/high-impact-practices
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 Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of arguments  

 Express judgments and their rationale clearly and professionally orally and in writing   

 Demonstrate an understanding of writing as a social process that includes multiple 
drafts, feedback, collaboration, and reflection  

 Produce texts that use appropriate formats, genre conventions, and documentation styles 
while controlling tone, syntax, grammar, and spelling  

 

Students in this course will explore cultures, life experiences, and worldviews different from 
their own through weekly readings, videos, class discussions, and written assignments. At least 
50% of the course content focuses on world cultures with special attention to racial, ethnic, and 
gender inequality. Throughout the semester, students will:  

 Discuss and reflect on culturally and intellectually diverse perspectives  

 Research and explain (a) new or different perspective(s) as a result of learning from or 
with diverse communities or cultures  

 Create conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from more than one field of 
study or perspective in a semester-long research project 

 

Course Requirements |  

Students enrolled in this course must have taken one of the three options of prerequisite courses:  

Prerequisite Option 1: AHS 101 and AHS 102 

Prerequisite Option 2: AHS 100 and AHS 101 

Prerequisite Option 3: AHS 100 and AHS 102 

Students are encouraged to complete at least one 200-level art history course before AHS 330.  

Students in this class are required to attend and participate in class, to read and discuss the 
assigned texts, to write journal entries, to lead one methodological discussion, and to prepare 
their own multi-step, original art historical methods research paper.  

For Mondays, students will read a text and/or watch an introductory video on an art historical 
approach or method. For Wednesdays, students will read a scholarly publication that employs the 
method of the week, and they will come to class prepared to participate in the discussion. 

This is a reading, writing, and speaking intensive course.  
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Course Materials |  

All assigned readings and other media will be available on Canvas (https://bsu.instructure.com). 
Students are not required to purchase any texts.  

Students will find all readings, videos, and assignments on the Course Schedule page on Canvas. 
The Course Schedule is a working document that is subject to revision as our exploration of the 
subject matter progresses. Students are responsible for checking the Course Schedule weekly for 
potential updates.  

The School of Art is providing students with one college-ruled composition notebook for writing 
weekly journal entries. Students will use the notebooks in class, then return them at the end of 
the discussion. Dr. Grimmett will keep them in her office. At the end of the semester, students 
will keep their notebooks and journal entries.  

In addition to the assigned readings, students will access books, exhibition catalogues, and 
scholarly articles through Bracken Library to complete their Methods Paper Project.  

 

Course Evaluation | 

Success in this course is based on reading, discussion, research, and writing. Assignments are 
designed to foster engagement with and communication of challenging ideas and concepts that 
will be useful to you as an art or art history major at Ball State and as a creative professional in 
the world. Each component of this course is weighted as follows.  

 

10% Attendance 

10% Participation 

15% Readings & Journal Entries 

10% Discussion Leader 

55% Methods Paper Project  

 

If you have questions about your grade or a grading policy, please make an appointment to talk 
with Dr. Grimmett.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bsu.instructure.com/
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Attendance | 10% 

Attendance in this course is crucial for learning the complex content and practicing the various 
approaches to art history. Every class covers a substantial amount of information, so missing 
even one class means missing a lot.  

Students should plan to attend all 28 classes on time (4:00pm).  

While it would be best if every student attended every class, sometimes absences are 
unavoidable (for illness, family emergencies, field trips, job interviews, jury duty, etc.). Each 
student in AHS 330 is allowed 3 excused absences for ANY reason. There will be no grade 
penalty for the first 3 absences. This is automatically calculated by the Canvas gradebook, so it is 
unnecessary to email Dr. Grimmett – unless you are experiencing a chronic illness.  

All additional absences after the first 3 excused absences will result in a lower grade in the 
“Attendance” category. Dr. Grimmett will defer to BSU’s Attendance Policies when necessary.  

Missing class does not exclude students from completing the readings and submitting assigned 
work on time. It is the student’s responsibility to arrange with a classmate to get notes from class 
and to learn the material missed during that day’s lecture or discussion. Lecture slides are posted 
on Canvas after each class. All assignments are due by their deadlines unless students arrange an 
extension with the professor (see details below).  

 

Participation | 10% 

The best way to learn the content of this course is through active participation. Come prepared to 
participate by carefully reading the assigned articles, watching the assigned videos, and taking 
notes on what you have learned and what you have questions about from the materials. Then, 
during class time, ask and answer questions. Contribute your thoughts and observations during 
weekly discussions.  

Students are NOT expected to know all the “right” answers. Instead, students are encouraged to 
respectfully talk through ideas, analyze the evidence presented, ask thoughtful questions, and 
challenge scholarly arguments.  

Beginning the second week of class, Dr. Grimmett will record students’ participation. Weekly 
participation grades will be calculated out of 10 points. Each week students will earn:  

 0 points for saying nothing in class all week 
 8 points for asking/answering ONE question or contributing ONE comment 
 9 points for asking/answering TWO questions or contributing TWO comments  
 10 points for asking/answering THREE questions or contributing THREE comments 
 11 points for asking/answering FOUR+ questions or contributing FOUR+ comments 

Shy students are welcome to schedule time with Dr. Grimmett to discuss strategies for active 
participation. Contributing to discussions is a valuable life skill – whatever career path you seek. 
This class challenges students to add their voice and their perspective to exploratory discussions 
that do not have one “right” answer.  

 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies#accordion_universityadvisories
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Readings & Journal Entries | 15% 

Students are expected to read the assigned texts carefully and critically before each class session. 
Because the texts are challenging and complex, Dr. Grimmett recommends that you reserve 
blocks of “reading time” in your schedule. Depending on how quickly you read, you may need 1-
2 hours of “reading time.” These texts are impossible to read in 15 minutes right before class – so 
schedule your prep time accordingly.  

Students are encouraged to: 

 take notes while reading the text 
 write down any questions they have about the content – then ask questions in class  
 look up unfamiliar words, terminology, and images of artworks 
 identify the main argument (thesis) and evidence used to support the argument  

It is crucial for students to read the assigned texts before class because everyone will be asked to 
write about those readings in their designated AHS 330 journals.  

At the beginning of class on Wednesdays, students will retrieve their journal from Dr. Grimmett. 
Then, students will respond to the prompt on the PowerPoint slide, handwriting an entry in their 
journals for the first 15 minutes of class. Students may use their journal entries to contribute to 
the day’s discussion.  

At the end of class, students must return their journals to Dr. Grimmett, who will grade their 
entries on a 10-point scale:  

 0 points for an extremely short entry (1 or 2 sentences), or for an entry that does not 
demonstrate any knowledge of the assigned reading and/or method of the week 
 

 8 points for a short entry (3-4 sentences) that somewhat addresses the content of the 
assigned reading and/or method of the week, but does not demonstrate careful reading 
 

 9 points for a paragraph entry (5-8 sentences) that includes ideas that originate from a 
careful reading of the assigned text and/or method of the week, even if the ideas are not 
entirely correct (overall, the entry demonstrates engagement with the material) 
 

 10 points for a long paragraph entry (9-10+ sentences) that includes a thoughtful 
response to the prompt and demonstrates critical engagement with the assigned reading 
and/or a greater understanding of the method of the week 

Ideally, students will complete every journal entry before class on Wednesdays. However, 
absences happen (see “Attendance” above). Students are allowed to miss 1 journal entry without 
any penalty. If a student misses a second journal day, they can request time to complete 1 missed 
journal entry in Dr. Grimmett’s office (AJ 218). All students are allowed 1 excused journal entry 
and 1 make-up journal session within 7 days of their absence. Additional missing journal entries 
result in lowered grades in the “Readings & Journal Entries” category.  
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Discussion Leader | 10% 

Throughout this course students will learn about common art historical approaches and methods. 
On Wednesdays, the class will discuss a specific art historical approach and a scholarly article 
that demonstrates the application of the week’s method. Small groups of three or four students 
will present the method of the week, summarize the article, prepare PowerPoint slides with 
images, and write questions about the reading and related artworks.  

Each student will serve as a Discussion Leader once during the semester. On Wednesday, August 
27, students will list the three methods that they prefer to present. Discussion Leader Groups will 
be assigned by Dr. Grimmett, based on students’ preferences.  

Discussion Leader Groups will work together to create their Discussion Day presentations. Each 
Discussion Leader must upload a matching copy of the group’s PowerPoint slides and discussion 
questions by 10:00am on the Wednesday morning of their Discussion Day.  

Each individual Discussion Leader must also write their own 500-word summary of the assigned 
article, identifying the author’s argument (thesis) and the evidence the author uses to support 
their argument using the week’s method. The summary should include the Discussion Leader’s 
opinion about the effectiveness of the author’s method and argument – what works, what could 
be strengthened?  

Every member of the Discussion Leader Group is responsible for presenting part of the slides 
during the in-class discussion.  

Students are strongly encouraged to meet with Dr. Grimmett during her Tuesday office hours (or 
by appointment) to ask questions and finalize their slides before leading their Discussion Day.  

 

Methods Paper Project | 55%  

Throughout the semester, students will research and write a paper that uses specific art historical 
approaches to analyze a work of art of their choosing. After selecting an artwork to study, each 
student will prepare an annotated bibliography and a detailed outline with a thesis statement and 
abstract. Students will write a first draft that they must take to the Writing Center for feedback. 
Students will share their research with the class during a 5-minute presentation with PowerPoint 
slides. Finally, students will incorporate feedback from Dr. Grimmett and their peers into the 
final draft of their Methods Paper.  

Students will earn points for each successfully completed step of the course-long project:  

 5 points for uploading 3 potential artworks for their project  
 10 points for compiling a bibliography of 5 reputable, scholarly sources (no websites) 
 25 points for annotating a bibliography of 5 scholarly sources and 1 methods readings 
 30 points for preparing a detailed outline with a thesis statement and abstract 
 30 points for writing the first draft of the paper (minimum 1250 words) 
 10 points for getting feedback on the first draft from the Writing Center (proof required) 
 30 points for delivering a 5-minute scholarly presentation with PowerPoint slides 
 75 points for writing the final methods research paper (1750-2000 words) 
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Grading Policies |  
 
Letter grades in this course are assigned as follows:  
 
A  94 - 100%   C  74 - 76% 
A-  90 - 93%   C-  70 - 73% 
B+  87 - 89%   D+  67 - 69% 
B  84 - 86%   D  64 - 66% 
B-  80 - 83%   D-  61 - 63% 
C+  77 - 79%   F  <61% 
 
Attendance, Participation, and Readings & Journal Entries will be graded weekly. 
 
All other assignments for Discussion Leader and Methods Paper Project will be due via 
submission on Canvas and should be turned in on time. It is extremely important to prepare and 
submit all assignments in a timely fashion by or before their due date. For example, Discussion 
Leaders are an essential part of each week’s schedule – so you must be ready to lead the in-class 
discussion on your assigned Wednesday. Likewise, the Methods Paper Project spans the length 
of the course, so you do not want to fall behind on any step. You are building toward the final 
paper throughout the semester.  
 
Late Assignments | Dr. Grimmett will accept late assignments up to ONE WEEK after the due 
date. Late assignments submitted after 7 days will not be accepted – they will earn 0%. For 
example, if the assignment is due by 11:59pm on Sunday, then it will qualify for partial credit 
until 11:59pm on the following Sunday. On Monday, the assignment will earn 0%.  

Assignments submitted after their due dates will automatically be marked down a half-grade for 
every day the assignment is late – maximum 7 days late. For example, if the assignment earned a 
B+, but it was submitted one day late, then the assignment receives a B. If the same assignment 
was submitted two days late, then it receives a B-.  

Late assignment policies apply unless the student has arranged an extension with Dr. Grimmett 
well in advance of the deadline.  

Extension Requests | Dr. Grimmett understands that life happens. Sometimes you get sick or 
someone in your family has an emergency or you have another unexpected circumstance arise. 
When students face challenges, Dr. Grimmett is happy to work with them to arrange extensions 
on assignments. It is important to email Dr. Grimmett as soon as possible to request an extension.  

Extensions may not be granted less than 24 hours before due dates.  

Extensions are not granted after due dates.  

Students are responsible for keeping up with their writing assignments for this course. Do not 
wait until the last minute to begin an assignment. Keep track of deadlines and remember that 
each part of the Methods Paper Project builds toward the final paper. 
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Student Academic Ethics Policy | 

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university 
community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the 
foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To 
maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and 
creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds 
and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity 
website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, 
and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity 
expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.   

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage 
(cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying 
academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check 
with Dr. Grimmett if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. 

Plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated.  

Academic misconduct (cheating, plagiarizing, using AI to complete assignments) will be 
reported to the Student Academic Ethics Committee, the Director of the School of Art, and the 
Associate Provost to be included on your academic records. Depending on the severity and 
frequency of the offense, academic misconduct may result in a failing grade in the course or 
suspension or expulsion from the university.  

 

No Generative AI Use for Coursework |  

The use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) writing generators and tools is strictly prohibited on all 
assignments for AHS 330. All work produced and/or submitted in this course should reflect your 
own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Generative AI should 
not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball 
State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy.   

Assignments created using any AI writing generators will receive 0%. Using AI writing 
generators or embedded AI writing tools in this class is cheating and will be reported to 
university administrators.  

 

Dr. Grimmett’s Intellectual Property |  

Course materials prepared by the professor, including assignments and supplemental materials 
posted on Canvas, are the property of the instructor. Disseminating such materials to anyone 
not enrolled in this class this semester is prohibited. Students should not attempt to sell notes 
or study materials, as doing so is unethical and may violate the intellectual property rights of the 
instructor, textbook authors and publisher, and/or artists and owners of the works of art we study.  

Students are not permitted to record the instructor or other students during class unless the 
student has secured permission through Disability Services. 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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Technology Policies | 

The course Canvas site is online at https://bsu.instructure.com. On Canvas, you will find the 
syllabus, readings, assignments, and other resources to help you learn. Important announcements 
will be posted on Canvas and sent via email.  

If you experience a problem with Canvas, you should take steps to troubleshoot the problem and 
contact the appropriate help desk (https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk). If you cannot resolve 
the issue on your own and are concerned that you may miss a deadline, please email Dr. 
Grimmett as soon as possible. Provide a detailed description of the problem you encountered, a 
screenshot of any error message you received, and (if necessary) a copy of your assignment.  

Active participation in this course requires close looking at information and images on the slides 
at the front of the room and thoughtful contributions to weekly discussions. To facilitate this type 
of engagement, cell phones are not permitted during class time. Cell phones are a distraction 
to the owner of the phone and, often, to the students sitting nearby – and to the professor. Put 
your cell phones away for the duration of the course.  

Studies show that taking notes by hand – writing notes with pen and paper – improves students’ 
retention of information [Article][Article][Article]. I encourage students to take handwritten 
notes in a physical AHS 330 notebook. However, I allow the use of laptops and tablets for 
notetaking, for referring to readings during discussions, and for other appropriate in-class uses. If 
I see someone using electronic devices for non-class purposes (e.g. social media, shopping, etc.), 
then I will ask that person to leave their device at home for the rest of the semester. 

 

Communication |  

Let’s work together to stay connected and form a supportive learning community. Please email 
me (Dr. Grimmett at kendra.grimmett@bsu.edu) if you have any questions, concerns, chronic 
illness, or anything else that might disrupt your progress in this course.  

Before you send an email, take time to review the information available in the syllabus on 
Canvas – you may find that the answer to your question is already posted online.  

When you send a professor an email, be sure it represents your professionalism. Each email to 
Dr. Grimmett should include:  

 a greeting, such as “Dear Dr. Grimmett,” “Hi Professor Grimmett,” or “Hello Dr. G” 
 a clear, detailed message that explains what you are writing about 
 a closing signature that includes your first and last name and course number (AHS 330) 

Emails that are overly informal may be inadvertently overlooked. Learning to communicate with 
a professor in this manner is good preparation for communication in future professional contexts.  

While I check my email daily during the work week (Monday to Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm EST), 
due to the size of my other courses, it may take me 48 hours to respond to your messages. If you 
have an urgent matter, please make sure that you note the urgency in the subject line of your 
email. Please only send messages from your Ball State Email or Canvas Inbox. Other options 
tend to end up in the Microsoft Outlook “junk mail/spam” folder.  

https://bsu.instructure.com/
https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0956797614524581
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/article/taking-notes-by-hand-could-improve-memory-wt/
https://observatory.tec.mx/edu-news/study-reveals-the-advantages-of-taking-notes-by-hand/
mailto:kendra.grimmett@bsu.edu
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Syllabus Statements |  

 University Statement | We are committed to ensuring that all members of the 
community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews 
represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and 
civil discourse.   

 Disability Statement | If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a 
disability, please contact the instructor of record (Dr. Grimmett) as soon as possible. Ball 
State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; 
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 
or dsd@bsu.edu.  

 Freedom of Expression | In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning 
environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes 
open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball 
State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn 
from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s 
Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of 
Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

 

Student Support Services | 

 The Writing Center |   All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in 
this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center to get additional feedback on 
your writing. The Writing Center can help you at any stage of the writing process, 
whether you’re just getting started and need help brainstorming, or you’re wrapping up a 
project and just want a second set of eyes. We work with writers from all disciplines and 
with all kinds of writing, including essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web 
content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other texts.   

You can choose from three appointment types: getting started on a new project (Planning 
appointment), discussing an existing draft (Feedback appointment), or scheduling time to 
work, with a tutor on hand to keep you motivated (Accountability appointment).  

To schedule a free appointment, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. We offer online 
appointments any time we’re open, or you can meet a tutor face-to-face in Robert Bell 
295 during weekdays and Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings. Make sure 
you plan ahead, because appointments book quickly 
 

 The Learning Center |   The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic 
Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online 
(Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit 
myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go 
directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.   

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://myballstate.bsu.edu/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0
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Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have 
received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be 
administered in the Learning Center. 

For more information about Learning Center programming, 
visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.   
 

 The Speaking Center | The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members 
of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer 
personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective 
speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the 
entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming 
ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your 
message. 

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To 
schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct 
link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  
Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those 
interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.  
 

 The Ball State Counseling Center |   The Ball State Counseling Center offers free and 
confidential services to all students. The Counseling Cener is located in Lucina Hall, 
Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact the Counseling Center at 765-
285-1736. Ball State now also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-
285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are 
struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or 
suicide. 

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of 
which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first 
appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with 
resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at 
our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus 
resources, and community-based resources.  

All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources 
through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to 
our website, can be found at BSU Counseling Center.  
 

 The Basic Needs Hub |   If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have 
a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is 
available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, 
and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member 
about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you 
can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.   

 

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
https://www.instagram.com/ballstatelc/
https://sitecorecms.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/communicationstudies/speaking-center
https://bsu.campus.eab.com/
https://bsu.campus.eab.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fbsucc&data=05%7C02%7Clnlittleford%40bsu.edu%7C9446864a89af4aac59a408dd1f8771fd%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638701388764876009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KCp67wp6xCWyxXTkY73wRltLjNY2m5b8xChtpZqPToY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30
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Course Schedule | 

The Course Schedule is a plan for the semester, including assigned readings and due dates. The 
Course Schedule is a working document that is subject to revision as our exploration of the 
subject matter progresses. I may decide to reorganize lectures or suggest supplementary readings 
or videos to enrich the content of the course.  

Be sure to check the Course Schedule regularly to see the most up-to-date items. Any changes to 
graded assignments will be announced during class, on Canvas, and circulated via email.  

 

Week One – Introductions & Expectations 

August 24 | Course Overview  

August 26 | What do Art Historians do? Art Historical Approaches and Methods  

DEADLINE: Sunday, August 30 | Syllabus Quiz | Complete on Canvas by 11:59pm  

 

Week Two – Biography  

August 31 | Giorgio Vasari and Biographical Approaches to Art History 

September 2 | Example Discussion 

 

Week Three – Technical Art History & Materiality 

September 7 | NO CLASS – Labor Day 

September 9 | What do the materials of art tell us? 

DEADLINE: Sunday, September 13 | Three Works of Art | Complete on Canvas by 11:59pm  

 

Week Four – Iconography 

September 14 | Erwin Panofsky and the Building Blocks of Art Historical Analysis  

September 16 | Discussion  

DEADLINE: Sunday, September 20 | Bibliography | Complete on Canvas by 11:59pm  

 

Week Five – Marxism & Social Art History  

September 21 | Karl Marx, Economic Class, and Social Art History 

September 23 | Discussion 
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Week Six – Orientalism & Postcolonialism   

September 28 | Edward Said and Analyzing Depictions of “Others” from “the East” 

September 30 | Discussion 

DEADLINE: Sunday, October 4 | Annotated Bibliography | Complete on Canvas by 11:59pm  

 

Week Seven – Race Studies & Art History 

October 5 | Studying Art History through the Lens of Race  

October 7 | Discussion 

 

Week Eight – Focus on Writing  

October 12 | NO CLASS – Fall Break 

October 14 | Writing Workshop: Supporting your Thesis with Visual Evidence and Research 

DEADLINE: Sunday, October 18 | Outline, Abstract, Thesis | Complete on Canvas by 
11:59pm  

 

Week Nine – Feminism & Art History 

October 19 | Linda Nochlin, Women Artists, and Women Patrons 

October 21 | Discussion 

 

Week Ten – Gender & Sexuality Studies 

October 26 | Studying Gender and Sexuality across Time 

October 28 | Discussion 

DEADLINE: Friday, October 30 | Proof of Writing Center Consultation | Upload on Canvas 
by 11:59pm  

DEADLINE: Sunday, November 1 | Draft 1 of Methods Paper | Complete on Canvas by 
11:59pm  

 

Week Eleven – Reception Theory & Phenomenology  

November 2 | Engaging the Beholder and Considering Their Points-of-View 

November 4 | Discussion 
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Week Twelve – Global Approaches to Art History 

November 9 | Studying Global Art History Responsibly  

November 11 | Discussion 

 

Week Thirteen – Methods Project Presentations (Part I) 

November 16 | Presentations 

November 18 | Presentations  

 

Week Fourteen  – Methods Project Presentations (Part II) 

November 23 | Presentations 

November 25 | NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Recess 

 

Week Fifteen – Methods Project Presentations (Part III) 

November 30 | Presentations 

December 2 | Presentations  

December 4 | Last day to submit late work that has an approved extension 

 

Week Sixteen – Finals Week  

December 7 | Open Office Hours and Work Day 

DEADLINE: Wednesday, December 9 | Final Methods Paper | Upload on Canvas by 
11:59pm  

 

Dates to Know | 

Sunday, August 30 – Add/Drop period ends 

Monday, September 7 – Labor Day – No Classes 

Monday, October 12 – Fall Break – No Classes 

Wednesday, November 25 – Thanksgiving Recess – No Classes 

Friday, December 4 – Last day to submit late work that has an approved extension  

Wednesday, December 9 – Final Methods Paper due by midnight 


