PMGT 104: HOUSING DECISIONS SYLLABUS
FALL 2026

Instructor: Jamie Allen, Assistant Professor of Property Management in the Department of Applied Business Studies in the Miller College of Business

Course Description: Overview of the importance of housing and the options available. Topics include location, ownership, renting, legal and financial aspects, architectural styles, cultural issues, and technology.  Designed to help students understand the different facets of the housing industry.

Course Objectives:  list components of the housing decision process, explain the importance of housing, evaluate options in selecting housing location, describe the advantages and disadvantages of alternative housing structure types, examine credit scores and how they are established, identify basic characteristics of various architectural styles, identify advantages and disadvantages of buying vs. renting, identify housing needs of special populations groups, identify different professionals in the industry, evaluate current home technology, compare housing in the US with housing in other countries

Textbook:  Introduction to Housing (3rd Edition), written by members of the Housing Education and Research Association (HERA); published by Routledge (“ITH”)

Course Schedule:
Week 1: 08/24 - 08/28
Welcome & Introduction
Week 2: 08/31 – 09/04
Final Project Introduction, The US Housing Marketing
Week 3:  09/07 – 09/11
Choosing A Place To Live

Week 4:  09/14 – 09/18
Home Buying & Homeownership

Week 5:  09/21 – 09/25
Renting

Week 6:  09/28 – 10/02
Housing Careers

Week 7:  10/05 – 10/09
The Housing Finance Industry

Week 8:  10/12 – 10/16
The Homebuilding Industry

Week 9:  10/19 – 10/23
Sustainable Housing

Week 10:  10/26 – 10/30
Housing for Seniors and Accessibility

Week 11:  11/02 – 11/06 
Housing and Immigration, Racial Diversity and Ethnic Diversity

Week 12:  11/09 – 11/13
Housing Affordability

Week 13:  11/16 – 11/20
Housing Policy

Week 14:  11/23 – 11/27
Final Project Due

Week 15:  11/3 – 12/04
Global Housing

Week 16:  12/07 – 12/11
Final Exam Week 

No Final Exam


Course Statements and Policies

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.


