
 

Teachers College (TC) Room 805        2000 W. University Ave. Muncie, IN 47306             

“We are a learning community engaged in the preparation of educators, the discovery of knowledge, and 
the promotion of social justice.” 

 
COURSE TITLE/SECTION NUMBER 
EDAC 681, Section 800, Managing Community Education 
Fall 2026  
Online 
 
CREDIT HOURS (3) 
Expected 40 hours of direct work and online + 120 hours of reading and homework, outside of 
formal class time. Please plan to check into and post on CANVAS at least daily when having 
discussions. 
 
PROFESSOR 
M. BETH BORST, ED.D. 
Assistant Teaching Professor, Educational Studies  
Adult and Community Education Graduate Programs (Ed.D.) 
 
OFFICE HOURS (ZOOM) - BY APPOINTMENT 
 
DAYS/TIMES/MODALITY 
Asynchronous, online using Canvas - Weeks go Monday to Sunday  
 
REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS/READINGS:  

 
Avila, M. (2018). Transformative civic engagement through community organizing. Sterling, 

Virginia: Stylus Press. 
  ISBN: 978-1-62036-104-7 
 
Barndt, D. (ed.), (2011). ¡VIVA! Community arts and popular education in the Americas. State 

University of 
 New York, Albany. 
 

https://ballstate.box.com/s/kdqz4lgm1rkbzxktmnxxd000t3b8sqi3


Butterwick, S., & Roy, C. (Eds.). (2016). Working the margins of community-based adult 
learning: The power of arts-making in finding voice and creating conditions for 
seeing/listening. Rotterdam, The Netherlands: Sense Publishers. 

  ISBN: 978-94-6300-481-7 
 
Additional course material may be included in the week’s modules. 
 
UNIVERSITY STATEMENT 

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we 
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.   
 
CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Skills and techniques essential to the management of community education projects. 
Emphasizing supervision and managing community education projects. [from BSU Graduate 
Catalog]  
 
COURSE RATIONALE 
There will be an emphasis on art-based and popular education for community engagement. In 
other words, how the arts can enhance and bring more inclusivity into community education 
programs. The textbooks will help frame and focus on the arts and also provide thoughts 
around transforming civic engagement. EDAC 632 focuses more on the nuts and bolts of 
running and organizing adult education programs themselves, though there will be some 
overlap in this course. 
 
“To build community requires vigilant awareness of the work we must continually do to 
undermine all the socialization that leads us to behave in ways that perpetuate domination.” 

–bell hooks from Teaching Community: A Pedagogy of Hope (2003)  
 

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
1. Learners will experience and contribute to an active, vibrant, collaborative, and 

respectful online learning environment. 
2. Learners will critically engage with and evaluate a wide variety of resources (e.g., 

research, websites, videos) pertaining to community education, service learning, and 
using arts to build community support. 

3. Learners will understand and develop the competencies necessary to effectively 
manage community education and service-learning programs and initiatives. 

4. Learners will understand the process of service learning within community-based action 
research. 

5. Learners will gain knowledge about the literature and research that exists in this area. 
6. Learners will discuss racial, ethnic, and cultural groups’ perspectives, contributions, 

inclusion, and exclusion in the applicable theoretical models and frameworks. 
7. Learners will gain confidence in their skills as adult educators.  
8. Learners will understand/articulate their positions on moral, ethical, and politically 



sensitive issues in adult education.  
9. Learners will use reflective learning techniques in the classroom and throughout this 

course (via Internet or other communication with instructor, the presenters, and other 
students).  

 
GRADING SCALE 
Grading Scale: A=95-100, A-=90-94, B+=87-89, B=84-86, B-80-83, C+=77-79,  F=<77.  Any 
grade less than a C+ is unacceptable. This is graduate school. Incompletes will only be given 
for situations discussed with and approved by the instructor.  
 
COURSE POLICIES 
Attendance and ONLINE Participation Requirements 
Our online engagement is important; it is a space for collaborative learning. You are 
needed! Student interactions are an essential element of the learning experience. 
Participation is important and required. Your regular “attendance” is important to your 
success and to others. In online courses this takes the form of participation in discussion via 
discussion forums and other electronic means in a timely manner. Please be sure to reach 
out to me (as soon as possible) if you have an extenuating circumstance that impacts 
attendance/participation.  
 
As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind. 
You must be motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates. Developing a routine is 
essential. Put assignments and deadlines on your calendar. Check CANVAS daily for group 
work and updates.  
 
If you are going to be away from the computer for more than three (3) days, let your 
group members and me know. If you do not participate in the online discussion, you are not 
part of the class. Points will be deducted for lack of participation.  
 
You must post at least 5-8 posts a week that are meaningful and carry the online 
conversation forward. Try to spread your posts out over the week, so that not everyone is 
posting on Saturday night. A simple “Nice post…” is not what I’m looking for, though of 
course you can (and should) complement each other. Instead, try to advance the learning 
with each post and reply. You might ask a question that pushes a classmate to think more 
robustly about a topic. At times, it might make sense to reflect on your area of practice and 
how the learning that week does/does not apply. Share stories and experiences! 

 
DISABILITIES 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact 
the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates 
services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in 
that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted 
at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu


TITLE IX/SEX DISCRIMINATION 
Ball State University is committed to maintaining an educational environment free from sex 
discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, dating and domestic 
violence, and stalking. Students who experience or witness conduct that may violate 
University policy are encouraged to seek support and assistance. The Title IX Office can 
provide information about reporting options, supportive measures, and available resources. 
Contact the Title IX Office at 765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu. 
 
Please Note: As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter. If you disclose information to me 
about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or sexual misconduct, I am required to 
notify the Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Office will reach out to discuss available 
resources, supportive measures, and reporting options. If you wish to speak with someone 
confidentially, you may contact the Counseling Center or the Center for Survivor Support. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Academic integrity is expected of all students. Cheating and/or plagiarism may include: 
using unauthorized assistance on any in-class or take-home examination, paper, or project; 
presenting the work of someone else as yours without acknowledging the source; taking 
exams or course material from an instructor or student; or submitting the same academic 
work for credit more than once without consent. Review Academic Integrity resources in the 
Week #1 Resources.  
 
Generative AI (GenAI) Statement 
AI (GenAI) refers to a class of AI tools that can create text, images, audio, video, and other 
similar media from existing training datasets. This may include user-prompted tools or tools 
running autonomously (aka, “agentic AI”). Note that some AI tools are becoming embedded 
in platforms that students use to create their assignments (e.g., Grammarly, Microsoft Word, 
Excel, Adobe Acrobat, Canva, OneNote, and Evernote). The mere presence and use of AI-
assisted features in such tools, such as grammar suggestions, predictive text, formatting 
help, or auto-completion, would not normally be considered GenAI.  
 
You must cite any AI-generated material that informed your work. Using an AI tool to 
generate content without proper attribution constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s 
Student Academic Ethics Policy. You, the student, are always responsible for the content you 
submit, publish, share, or act upon, regardless of whether GenAI tools assisted in the 
process. For data security reasons, please use BSU-approved GenAI tools (e.g., BSU Gemini, 
NotebookLM), which support single sign-on (SSO) with BSU ID and password. Commonly 
used public GenAI tools carry a higher risk of data being shared externally. In contrast, when 
using BSU-approved GenAI tools and logging in through Ball State SSO, your data is treated 
as private and uploaded content will not be used to train future AI models or otherwise be 
shared outside of BSU. Instructors do not have access to BSU IT Center logs of GenAI tool 
usage, so student data shared through BSU-approved GenAI tools remain private. There are 
APA guidelines for citing AI content. 
 

mailto:titleix@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://apastyle.apa.org/blog/cite-generative-ai-references


Plagiarism Detection 
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You 
may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for 
plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the 
instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which 
case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.    
 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if 
necessary. BSU provides resources to help you. A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an 
acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work. Information Technology has created these 
Tech Guides to help you master several of the applications and technologies available to 
students, faculty, and staff here at Ball State. Each downloadable PDF gives you 
straightforward information and tips on how to 
work with an application's features and functionality. 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information- 
technology/services/individual-technology-support/it-tech-guides 
 
The helpdesk can be contacted at:  765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu. 

 
Fall 2026  

EDAC 681 - Major Assignments  

Assignment Points Due Date 

Weekly Participation Online (5–8 post 
minimum per week) 

30 Continuous 

Group Role Completion weekly 10 Continuous 

2 TED Talk Reviews 10 Post by October 18, to CANVAS Discussion Board 

Service Learning Interview paper 10 Draft due Oct. 21; Final due Oct. 28 to CANVAS 
Discussion Board 

Service Learning Presentation 5 See above 

Annotated Bibliography 10 Post by November 22, to CANVAS Discussion Board 

Learning Journal Summary #1 10 Submit by October 11, to CANVAS assignments  

Learning Journal Summary #2 10 Submit by December 4, post to CANVAS 
assignments  

Survival Memo 5 Post by December 4, to CANVAS Discussion Board 

CIQs n/a Post each week on Sunday night 

TOTAL 100 Any remaining work due no later than December 4 
– Midnight 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information-technology/services/individual-technology-support/it-tech-guides
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/information-technology/services/individual-technology-support/it-tech-guides
mailto:helpdesk@bsu.edu


 


