DRAWING: NARRATIVE AND METAPHOR | AFA 302-2 | SPRING 2026
Instructor Name: Andrée Leduc

Room: AJ-458
Meeting Time: M.W.F 12:00 — 1:50 PM

Canvas Address: Canvas link

Email: andree.leduc@bsu.edu

Office Room: AJ-352

Office Hours: Monday 11 - 12 (by appointment only)

Zoom: Email me if you would like to set up a zoom meeting https://bsu.zoom.us/my/andree.leduc

COURSE INFORMATION

Course Description: This class focuses on drawing projects that use narrative and metaphor as points

of departure. Emphasis is placed on invention, use of observed and imagined source material and
synthesis of refined drawing skills. This course will present a variety of problems to encourage
independent thinking with regard to contemporary drawing ideas. Representational, abstract and non-
objective modes of drawing are open to investigation. In this class, you will be presented with
observational problems and exercises, and will ultimately direct your efforts towards the creation of
thematic projects that encourage you to move beyond the literal to the poetic and metaphorical.

This course will promote the development of strong drawing skills through further understanding of line,
tone, and color use. This course will present a variety of problems to encourage independent thinking with
regard to contemporary drawing ideas.

Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students should demonstrate an understanding of the
following categories:

e Composition: Organization of art elements into a cohesive whole through design principles,
emphasizing narrative-driven compositional strategies, both historical and contemporary.

e Vocabulary: The ability to understand, define and articulate terms and concepts applicable to
visual art and narrative study.

o Expression: The qualities, capacities, and potential of diverse drawing media and techniques, in a
manner that transmits a personal response to the subject, especially imagined or exaggerated
subject matter for tonal and/or narrative purposes.

e Process: Develop and refine draftsmanship, observational and perceptual skills. Understand the
stages of developing a drawing from gestural, exploratory sketches to final composition.
Perception takes place over time. As you study and collect information about your subject, you
will revise to reflect this new knowledge. Students will develop a practice suited to their
interests.

e  Materials: Facility and control with various drawing materials and techniques to render complex,
narrative subject matter through visual means.

e History: Awareness of artists, historical contexts, and contemporary issues relevant to the
question of narrative, both in literature and visual art.

e Critique: Employ varied critique strategies to develop responses to, analyze, and interpret
narrative-driven artwork.

e Creativity and Decision Making: Choose/find subjects for projects and sketchbook work that are
challenging, interesting to draw, and related to course content, emphasizing historical and
contemporary narrative theories and approaches.


https://bsu.instructure.com/courses/182654
mailto:andree.leduc@bsu.edu
https://bsu.zoom.us/my/andree.leduc

Class Structure: The course will be comprised of exercises that focus on a variety of drawing
problems, compositional strategies and use of media. Subject matter will vary from still-life objects and
natural forms to imagined subjects. Our roots will remain in observational practice, but with an
exploratory manner and the intention of creating meaning. You will be encouraged to develop the
imagery you generate across multiple projects.

Course Modality / Structure:

The format for this class will combine lecture, demonstration, studio work time, group discussion, and
critique. There will be a Course Calendar located on the Canvas course site, which includes all weekly
tasks, assignments, and due dates. This calendar will be updated as the semester progresses.

Course Time Commitment. It is expected that students will spend approximately 2 hours of study time
outside of class for every one hour in class. Since this is a 3-credit studio, you should expect to study an
average of 6 hours outside of class each week.

This course will have eight projects and a student-defined final project. The projects work through
stages of development, loosely referencing Richard Maxwell’s book, “Theater for Beginners.”

Project 1: Build a Set

Project 2: Learn Your Blocking
Project 3: Occupation Archetype
Project 4: Director’s Cut

Project 5: Cinematic Stills
Project 6: VFX

Project 7: Rehearse/Perform
Project 8: Final Project

Note: Each student is responsible for developing a theme that their work will explore over the
semester. Each project will touch on this theme in a linear or tangential fashion. This restriction
is there to help students weave their different creative episodes together in ways that grow
meaning-making and world-building. Your fellow students are following along with your
theme's development as well, making critiques more targeted and beneficial.

COURSE MATERIALS

Material cost: $150-200

Materials for this course are to a large degree, defined by the student’s research and interests, but paper is
a constant. Below under “Surfaces” are suggestions that will get you through most of the semester. 1 am
also suggesting a small set of drawing tools such as various charcoals.

Recommended:
Art Mart (409 N. Martin St. #2)
Jerry Artarama www.jerrysartarama.com

Local Supplies Sources:
Art Mart (409 N. Martin St. #2) Hobby Lobby (Northwest Plaza)

Online Supplies Sources:
Dick Blick www.dickblick.com
Amazon www.amazon.com



https://www.jerrysartarama.com/
http://www.dickblick.com/
http://www.amazon.com/

Software
This course requires all students to have Adobe Creative Cloud. Ball State University offers the full suite
of Adobe Creative Cloud Applications to its students currently enrolled in courses for free.

To install Adobe Creative Cloud, you will need to submit a request for a Ball State license using this
Request Form.

Required Materials

Surfaces:

Sketchbook — (preferably hardcover)

Most projects will be done on 140 Ib. papers — plan on
about 7 to 10 sheets for the semester.

BFK Rives or Stonehenge sheets (22 x 30, 30” x 40”)

Some projects may require additional specialized surfaces.
Drawing Tools:

Charcoal pencils

Compressed charcoal sticks such as Alphacolor Char-Kole
Vinyl eraser

Masking tape

A note on media this semester:

Most projects this semester are open media, but there is an overriding rule we are following: no
repeating materials or techniques. This means if you use charcoal on one project, you can’t use
it again unless you dramatically change your technique. Be strategic and gather up materials
from past classes, and you will significantly decrease costs over the semester.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS

The Value of Your Work: As an artist, you help to determine the worth of your work and to cultivate
respect for the work that you create. You should take care of your portfolio projects, and never allow
them to be wrinkled, folded, torn. Keeping your work in a portfolio, and labeling the portfolio with your
name and email, can help reduce these risks. Turning in damaged work or submitting substandard
documentation will result in a lesser grade.

Assessment: Grading is based on quantitative effort, expectations met and intent; not artistic talent. All
completed work, along with relevant research and process material, should be submitted to canvas, where
it will be reviewed and assessed. Drawings will generally be evaluated by the following criteria: handling
of technique and concept, effort, creativity and thoughtfulness, and compositional

organization. Assignments spanning multiple weeks will have increased weights. Final grades break down
into three components: Portfolio Projects, Class Exercises and Attendance and Participation—totals for
each category are outlined below. Expect a minimum of 7 hours of outside work each week.

In order to receive credit for courses, students must achieve a “C” or better. Students earning a C- or
lower will be required to repeat the course to earn credit and advance in the School of Art curriculum.


https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk?id=sc_cat_item&sys_id=a69e5794dbd6f6401e8c3c8f9d9619aa&sysparm_category=b6fd7904db5536001e8c3c8f9d9619a0

Portfolio Projects 60%

Documentation and Research 10%

Attendance and Participation 30%

Project Evaluation: This general rubric will be used to evaluate most assignments. Some assignments will
be accompanied by a tailored rubric available when the project is first assigned. As mentioned previously,
all work has to be well documented and submitted to Canvas to receive credit. Late work will be penalized
a point per day for up to one week and not accepted beyond that date. Assignments submitted on time,
have the option to be reworked.

A, A- | Outstanding work. Expansive investigation of ideas, meets deadlines, excellent
craftsmanship, consistent and insightful contributions to critiques. Goes substantially beyond
minimum requirements. Has prompt and clear communication with faculty and students about
coursework.

B+, | Above average work. Substantial investigation of concepts and compositions, some attention

B, B- | to craftsmanship, meets deadlines, insightful contributions to critiques. Has good
communication with faculty and students about coursework.

C+, Competent assignments that meet the basic course requirements, completed on time.

C, C- | Occasionally participates in critique. Has some communication with faculty and students about
coursework.

D+, Marginal work that does not meet minimum assignment requirements. Late assignments,

D, D- | limited idea development, poor craftsmanship, minimal to no contribution to critiques, has
minimal to no communication with faculty and students about coursework.

F The work lacks engagement, is incomplete or directions were not followed

Portfolio Projects: We are aiming to have 5 major assignments over the semester. Each of these
requires sustained research and preparation.

Documentation and Research: each artist/designer in this course is committing to a rigorous
evaluation of how their own points of view can drive there own making. As such, students are asked
to take frequent notes, compile research and search for possibilities in the subject matter and habits in
their work. Students will also write a final summary of their thesis.

Attendance and Participation: Participation includes thoughtful, consistent contribution in
discussions and critiques, as well as consistently demonstrated physical and mental effort towards
work, research, and intellectual growth. Areas considered are overall effort towards your work,
observance of classroom studio etiquette, class preparedness, and oral participation. Participation in
all aspects of the course is mandatory and will factor into each of your final project grades. It is
vitally important that our classroom environment promotes a respectful exchange of ideas, where
everyone is sensitive to the views and beliefs of others.

Critiques and Discussion: Critiques will be done individually, in small groups, and with the entire class;
the tone should be respectful yet challenging. Discuss the formal qualities of the work, ask questions,
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connect. Active listening, participating, and helping others by note taking are all part of a good critique
structure.

COURSE STATEMENTS AND POLICIES

Attendance Policy

This course is based upon a series of meetings involving lectures, discussions, field experiences, special
readings and assignments. Attendance at all classes is mandatory. All absences are considered unexcused.
Extraordinary circumstances should be discussed as soon as possible to help you stay on track. All
accommodations will require official documentation and are subject to the instructor’s discretion.

For a 16 week course meeting three times a week, four absences are permitted. A fifth absence will result
in failure of the course.

Three late arrivals will be treated as one full absence.

Participation Policy

e This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, and other forms of regular
collaboration and communication.

e Jtis recommended that you log into your course 3 to 4 times a week and check your official Ball
State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class.

o Complete all assignments and other activities by the stated due dates.

Feedback Policy
e | will respond to emails from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during
weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend.
e | will read every discussion post, but | will not always personally comment on posts.
e Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class.

Late Assignment Policy

o All assignments are due by the beginning of class on the due dates indicated.

e Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a decreased letter grade for
each day late.

e Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on
time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local library or
borrowing a peer's computer.

e You have one (1) permitted late assignment to allow for these issues, to which you can turn in
one assignment 24 hours late.

e Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class.

Assignment Submission Policy
e All assignments should be submitted digitally in the format requested in the assignment
description. These may include pptx, jpg or doc.
e Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using the assignment link in the
module.



Active Communication

If at any point you feel unclear about your standing in the course, please schedule an appointment to meet
with me. As we work in the studio, please do not hesitate to ask me for assistance. It is your responsibility
to be an active participant in your own learning and to seek clarity as you need it.

Important Dates

Ball State Academic Calendar:
https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/calendars/academic-calendar
Monday January 19", Martin Luther King Day, No Classes
Monday, March 1-8, Spring Break, No Classes

Monday, March 3™, Withdrawal Deadline

Monday, April 27", Last Day of Regular Classes

Final Exam: Wednesday, April 29", 12:00 — 2:00pm

School of Art Laptop Requirement

The laptop will serve as your creative tool and portable studio. Students are responsible for all digital
work. Late work, lost data and other issues related to your laptop will not be accepted. Students are
advised to back up their digital files in multiple formats so that data can be transferred to another
computer, including external devices and Cloud storage. Every student has access to OneDrive storage
through their BSU email address.

You can find the School of Art’s laptop policy here:
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/art/admissions-and-financial-aid/laptop-policy

Students who do not wish to participate in the School of Art laptop program are still responsible for
completing all required digital coursework using other personal or University resources. Laptops which
vary from our specifications must be able to run the software required in School of Art courses.

Grading Policy

It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your
learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key
decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information concerning grade appeals, consult the Ball
State website.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing
the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We
promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or
accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as
possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities,
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be
provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd(@bsu.edu.

Ball State Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community.
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Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation,
and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is
committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.
Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Plagiarism Policy: Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must
work independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.

Potential Violations

Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:

e  Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.

Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
Use or possession of a file created by someone else.
Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.
Fraudulent submission of work.
Using unauthorized materials during Exams.
Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.
Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.
Soliciting others to complete work for you.
Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.
The Plagiarism Tutorial from UNC Libraries provides you with a great foundation in Academic
Integrity.

Plagiarism Detection

The campus subscribes to SimCheck, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to
submit written assignments to SimCheck. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no
other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the
plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the
originality of their work.

CANVAS AND STUDENT PRIVACY

Canvas Accessibility: Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special
attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to
create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to
allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation
of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting
the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

FERPA and Privacy: As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA
(Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most
circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some
directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request
to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's
FERPA and Privacy and Protection.

SUPPORT SERVICES

The Writing Center: All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you
are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get
additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go

to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week;
however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
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The Learning Center: The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many
courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350)
appointments. All students are required to wear masks in the Learning Center. To make an appointment,
visit my.bsu.edu and click on “TutorTrac” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly

to https://ballstate.go-redrock.com.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the
appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that
person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions.
For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006.
Follow us on Instagram: BallState.C.

The Counseling Center offers free confidential telehealth counseling services for BSU

students. Students can call the Counseling Center at (765) 285-1736 to make an appointment. Many of
their outreach services can be accessed from anywhere and they have online resources available 24 hours
a day. They also have a free, self-help, on-line tool --Welltrack to help cope with stress, anxiety and
depression and this can be found at: https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter. Click here to find
more information (PDF) about services for Spring 2022.

Cardinal Kitchen: Cardinal Kitchen is Ball State’s campus food pantry. The pantry is open to all Ball
State students Tuesday nights from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. throughout the year. It is located in Room L26 of
the Student Center and you can contact them by phone: (765) 285-2621 or email: cardkitch@bsu.edu

COURSE PLAN

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
Project 1+2: Build A Set, Learn Your Blocking (2 weeks | 1/07 — 1-17)

We begin depicting objects simplified and distorted to the point of slippage. For example, a comb and a
hand can look similar to one another. This latitude permits broader suggested readings in our works and
makes more vocabulary and treatments available to the maker. We must notice that tension between
familiar and unfamiliar also have the effect of retaining a viewer’s attention for longer leading them to
ask broader questions about meaning, process and tone of voice.

Project 3: Occupation Archetype (3 weeks | 1/20 — 2/7)

Barnaby Furnas’ cowboy paintings are a good example of an artist using a culturally significant character
form. The role and meanings these archetypes assume are often mercurial. In this unit, students look to
stereotypes, traditions and trades for potential meaning. From there, each student will develop a set of
drawings exploring a character that embodies that complexity. They can depict this character directly or
indirectly.

Project 4: Director’s Cut (2 weeks | 2/10 — 2/21)

Following an example from artist Daniel Gordon, this project uses physical making and photography to
explore the intersection of point of view and inventive process.

Project 5: Cinematic Stills (2 weeks | 2/24 — 3/14)
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The tension and allure of a movie still-image rests in how a momentary depiction captures something of
greater duration or possibly hidden from view. What is the larger situation? Has it concluded? Will
people agree about significance? Aesthetics, atmospheric sensibilities, and subtly disturbed
compositional structures can let the artist “throw their voice” somewhat and point to more than what is on
the page. Henni Aftan, Melissa Brown and Luc Tuymans are a few artists within this project brief.

Project 6: VFX (2 Weeks | 3/17 — 3/28)

Visual Effects (VFX) make the actions and feelings of a movie more palpable and lively. For this project,
you will take previously completed work and transform it in method and cosmetic appearance. This
could mean imparting extreme delicacy to the pieces, reinventing the lighting, augmenting the
atmospherics, among other possibilities.

Project 7: Rehearse/Perform (2 Weeks | 3/31 —4/11)

This is our class’ version of an exam. Actors have planned and unplanned elements that must come
together in a final performance. Even with the scripting, blocking and casting done at an early stage, a
performance has much left to define. It’s essential to practice rigorously so that unique possibilities
emerge. This is true in the studio for visual artists as well. For this project, you will have a given time to
develop a repertoire and practice how to handle it. In the last class of this unit you will have to start and
finish a complete piece.

Final Thesis Project (3 weeks | 4/11 — 5/2)
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