Ball State University
ECYF 640.801.OL 
Early Childhood Education
Course Syllabus – Fall 2025

Department: Early Childhood, Youth, and Family Studies

It is important to this instructor and the Department of Early Childhood, Youth, and Family Studies that you feel supported and are successful in this course. If you need assistance at any time for any reason, please do not hesitate to reach out. There are many ways the university, the department, and your instructors can help you.

Course Rationale
This course is designed to introduce the student to the field of early childhood education as an area of study. Present practices are examined from an historical, sociological, philosophical, and research perspective.

Course Objectives

	Objective
	NBPTS Standard*

	1.  Identify the historical setting for studying the education of young children, including the examination of changing societal needs.
	GEN.EC. IX 


	2.  Develop a philosophy of early childhood education that will permit critical study of purposes and practices.
	GEN.EC.IX


	3.  Study developmental and psychological characteristics of young children.
	GEN.EC.IV

	4.  Define the learning principles appropriate for young children.
	GEN.EC.I

	5.  Examine the curricula and physical setting of schools for young children.
	GEN.EC.IV
GEN.EC.V

	6.  Examine the role of various early childhood programs to understand the richness of cultural experiences which are reflected in program development and children’s adjustment strategies.
	
GEN.EC.II


	7.  Examine a variety of typical educational problems related to young children and their families.
	GEN.EC.VII

	8.  Identify new theories, issues, and experimental practices in early childhood education.
	GEN.EC.IX


*See the definitions for each of these NBPTS standard at the end of this syllabus

Texts
Required:
· Morgan, H.  (2011). Early childhood education: History, theory, and practice (2nd ed.). Rowman & Littlefield Education.
· Morrison, G. S., Woika, M. J., and Beffni, L. (2020). Fundamentals of early childhood education (9th ed.). Pearson.
· While the APA Publication Manual is not required, it may be a helpful resource. All citations and references for written work MUST use the American Psychological Association (APA) 7th edition format. The APA Publication Manual and pocket guides are available at local bookstores and online. You can also find APA bibliographic formats at a variety of websites such as Purdue OWL: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/index.html 

Additional Readings:
· Additional required readings may be included in selected learning modules. These readings will be available via online links.

Course Requirements	
1. All citations and references for written work MUST use the American Psychological Association (APA) 7th edition format. 

2. Original Work Requirement:
Work for all assignments in this course must be original work and not previously used in any other BSU courses. See Academic Honesty section of this syllabus.

3. Module Assignments (100 points)
Selected modules will include an assignment that must be completed and submitted within the designated module time period. Specific instructions for each assignment are given in each selected module.

4. Impact Paper (50 points)
You will prepare a 3-5 - page paper on a historical or current individual who is considered by the field to be instrumental in early childhood education. Your paper should include: 
a. personal background on the individual (if available) and the circumstances of their time - for example, whether family life, economics, war, etc. had an impact on their interest in early childhood education; 
b. what this person did that was important/influential; 
c. whether this person was influenced by others in the field, and, if so, by whom and how; and
d. the implications of this person's work. 

You may find additional information that you think is interesting and worth sharing. You must have a minimum of three (3) references with no more than 1/3 of your sources from the Internet. A full journal article found on the internet does not count as an internet source. For example, http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10901020590955743 leads to an article that was published in a print journal, so I would not count this as an internet source. Please include a references page and remember to use APA format for in-text citations and the reference list.

5. Research Article Report (25 points)			
Each student will complete one research article report. The report will highlight the purpose, methodology, and results of the selected study. Implications for practice will be included at the end of the report. Specific instructions for the research article report will be provided on Canvas.  

6. Discussion Board Participation (70 points)
Participation in weekly discussion boards will be required during this course.  
Please be sure to read your classmates’ entries since we will not have the opportunity for regular class discussions. Multiple discussion board entries should be completed by midnight on Sunday of the week assigned to receive full credit. You should enter the discussion early in the week rather than waiting until Sunday night for it to be a true discussion. Typically, you will be required to post your answer to start the discussion in the first week of the module, and will post responses to your classmates in the second week. See rubric for requirements and course calendar for specific due dates.

7. Current Issue Investigation (CII) (100 points)	
Each student will complete an investigation of a self-selected current issue relevant to the content of this course. Knowledge gained from this investigation will be submitted for assessment during Module 7. You will submit your issue topic to the instructor by the end of Module 3.   
	 
8. Current Issue Investigation (CII) Impact Statements (20 points)
Each student will write two impact statements to describe how completion of the Current Issue Investigation (CII) assignment will impact preschool – grade 12 student learning, as well as teaching practice. More information on this is available on Canvas.

9. Final Reflections (100 points)
The final reflection topics will be posted on Saturday of the last week of class. Final reflections will be due by end of day (11:59 pm) on Thursday of that week.
  
Grading Scale
	94 - 100%	A				74- 76		C
	90 - 93		A-				70- 73		C-
	87 - 89		B+				67 - 69		D+
	84 - 86		B				64 - 66		D
	80 - 83		B-				60 - 63		D-
	77 - 79		C+				below 60	F


Doctoral Students
Doctoral students must contact the instructor during the first week of the course to provide information about their course of study, areas of interest/specialization, a timeline for completion of comprehensive written exams, doctoral committee chair’s name, etc. Once this information is obtained, your instructor, in consultation with your committee chair, will develop an additional project and/or series of assignments that will help you to fulfill requirements for the doctoral program and enhance your studies. 

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a
culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a
disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office
coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in
that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-
5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Dispositions Assessment
A dispositions assessment is required at the conclusion of this Decision Point graduate course. The professor will complete this assessment using a dispositions rubric based on the three themes of the BSU Conceptual Framework – expertise, engagement, and context (see below). The rubric used to assess student dispositions will be made available, but does not affect a student’s grade in this course.  

Standard Oral and Written English
Students are expected to use standard written and oral English for all assignments. A portion of your grade for each assignment will be based on mechanics of writing (grammar, punctuation, spelling, organization of ideas, etc.). ALL work is expected to be of graduate-level quality.

Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of their regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

Technology Support
Students should contact the University Computing Services HelpDesk for technology related questions and problems. The HelpDesk can be contacted by phone (765-285-1517) or e-mail (helpdesk@bsu.edu). Students on campus can stop by the HelpDesk in the Robert Bell (RB) building, room 165. Online chat is also available to help resolve technology problems. A link to the HelpDesk is included under the “Resource Links” button in the course menu.

Course Adaptations
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. This includes PTSD, psychiatric conditions, learning disabilities, test anxiety. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodation can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Learning Center Services
The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses on campus, including science and humanities, modern languages, math and business, help with any writing task, and study strategies such as time management, test taking, note taking, and effective textbook reading.  Call 765-285-3780 or Live Chat online at www.bsu.edu/learningcenter. 

Academic Honesty
“Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge.” (BSU Statement on Academic Dishonesty)

We are strongly committed to assigning grades based on students’ honest efforts on exams and other class assignments. All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. There will be no excuses accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other act that suggests the student has not fulfilled his/her academic responsibilities in this course. Consequences of academic dishonesty will be determined by the professor after meeting with the student suspected of a violation of this policy; faculty members are authorized to assign penalties up to an “F” in the course.

All assignments completed in this course must be original work and not previously used to fulfill the requirements for any other Ball State course. For example, a brochure, paper, or PPT presentation developed for another course may not be used as part of any assignment or project for this course. 

Except in those instances when students are engaged in collaborative efforts, it will be expected that students will complete and submit their own work. Ideas taken verbatim or paraphrased from other sources should be clearly acknowledged through the inclusion of appropriate reference notes. When in doubt regarding the appropriate way to handle a specific situation, students should consult with the course instructor. No excuse will be accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other act, which suggests a student has not fulfilled the academic responsibilities in this course. 

Statement on the Use of Artificial Intelligence Tools
As you work on and submit assignments this semester, know that using generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools to complete your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy unless the AI use is explicitly approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism. In courses and assignments where AI use is permitted, faculty will have guidelines for that use. Work created outside of those guidelines will be considered an Academic Ethics Policy violation. If a student’s grade is affected by an academic ethics violation, faculty are required to report the violation to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics policy and maintains records of its violations. More information about the reporting process is available here.

Course Content Ownership 
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials, work, or comments (such as discussion board posts) without permission. Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or The Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy.  https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public=true  
Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.

NBPTS Standards
GEN.EC.I  Understanding Young Children
Accomplished early childhood teachers use their knowledge of child development and their relationships with children and families to understand children as individuals and to plan in response to their unique needs and potentials.

GEN.EC.II  Equity, Fairness, and Diversity
Accomplished early childhood teachers model and teach behaviors appropriate in a diverse society by creating a safe, secure learning environment for all children by showing appreciation of and respect for the individual differences and unique needs of each member of the learning community; and by empowering children to treat others with, and to expect from others, equity, fairness, and dignity.

GEN.EC.IV  Promoting Child Development and Learning
Accomplished early childhood teachers promote children’s cognitive, social, emotional, physical, and linguistic development by organizing and orchestrating the environment in ways that best facilitate the development and learning of young children.

GEN.EC.V  Knowledge of Integrated Curriculum
On the basis of their knowledge of how young children learn, of academic subjects, and of assessment, accomplished early childhood teachers design and implement developmentally appropriate learning experiences that integrate within and across the disciplines.

GEN.EC.VII  Family and Community Partnerships
Accomplished early childhood teachers work with and through families and communities to support children’s learning and development.

GEN.EC.IX  Reflective Practice
Accomplished early childhood teachers regularly analyze, evaluate, and synthesize to strengthen the quality and effectiveness of their work.
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