THEAT 499: NY Showcase 
Friday from 3pm-6pm (Oakwood)
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Course Objectives: 
1.) To prepare students to successfully transition to the professional world of New York theatre.
2.) To work on scenes/monologues/songs that will be performed in New York for agents, casting directors, and industry professionals
3.) To become more familiar with the business of the theatre and film industries
4.) To develop rehearsal/scene discipline and responsibility to self, others, and specific materials.
5.) To contribute rather than complain.
6.) To let go of people pleasing, instructor pleasing, and actor-ego pleasing in favor of the courage of trusting the moment.
7.) To inspire one’s acting partner by acting to the best of one’s ability.

Texts: All students will be required to obtain and read the musical librettos for all solo and/or scene work.

Attendance Policy: 
No absences are allowed for this course.  The exceptions are religious holiday, jury duty, extended and documented illness, and death in the family.

Assignment Work: Students will be evaluated on the following criteria: (1) Preparation, (2) Attendance/Participation, (3) Professionalism, (4) Motivation, and (5) Commitment to the Project.  Given that this is a cumulative experience for graduating students, all who participate should be performing and operating at the highest level when compared to their peers.

Grading Scale: Grading scale will be as listed below:

A (100-93)	B+ (89-88)	C+ (79-78)	D+ (72-71)	F (65 and below)		
A- (92-90)	B (87-83)	C  (77-75)	D (70-68)							B- (82-80)	C- (74-73)	D- (67-66)	
University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Performances: Please note that the performance opportunities for this class happen on two occasions: First, in Muncie on Thursday, February 26 and in NYC on Tuesday, March 3. 
Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.
· What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

Academic Dishonesty:  Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, violation of a fellow student’s work and collusion will not be tolerated and will result in automatic failure of the course, in addition to other disciplinary action by the University. academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.
AI Statement:All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. [Indicate your expectations regarding use of applications with AI built-in features].
Music/Scene Preparation:  All music must be in a three-ring binder in plastic sheets.  Failure to adhere to this policy will result in students “failing” class for the day and not being allowed to perform.  Further, students are expected to have all music and dialogue learned prior to the class in which they will be performing.

Disability and Other Accommodations: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Disability Services as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Minimum Grade Policy: The lowest acceptable grade in a course for credit toward a major or minor in Theatre or Dance is C.  Any student receiving a C- or lower must retake the course in order to receive credit towards a major or minor in the department. 

Sexually Explicit / Violent Material in Performance Courses: If you’re teaching a performance course, be sure to include a clear statement that all difficult material and stage violence will be approached with the priority on clear communication of expectations and respect for students.

Engagement Expectations: To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules:
· Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs.
· Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively.
· Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak.
· Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion.
· Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work without permission.
· Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep feedback constructive.


