Approaches to Art History | AHS 330-1

Tues / Thurs: 12:30PM - 1:45PM | 3 Credit Hours | Dr. Laura Golobish

COURSE OVERVIEW

Course Description

Explores historical and contemporary approaches to interpreting art with an emphasis on
close looking, reading, and discussing critical issues in art history. Students write and
present about art from a variety of methodological viewpoints.

Prerequisites

AHS 100 and AHS 101 or AHS 100 and AHS 102 or AHS 101 and AHS 102

Open only to School of Art majors and minors, or by permission of the instructor.

Course Objectives (Student Learning Outcomes)

e Students will learn to read critically, summarize, apply, analyze, and synthesize
information and concepts in written and visual materials as the basis for developing
original ideas and claims.

e Students will learn to work collaboratively to solve problems and make decisions in
the context of developing research projects.

e Students will learn to use multiple sources of information and knowledge to
evaluate competing forms and ideas, form judgments, and provide rationale

e Students will be able to interpret art using significant art historical methodologies

e Students will learn to evaluate strengths and weaknesses of arguments

e Students will be able to express judgments and their rationale clearly and
professionally orally and in writing

You will also practice the following skills:

e exploring diverse ways of knowing


https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/ahs-art-history/100/ahs-100
https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/ahs-art-history/100/ahs-101
https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/ahs-art-history/100/ahs-100
https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/ahs-art-history/100/ahs-102
https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/ahs-art-history/100/ahs-101
https://bsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/ahs-art-history/100/ahs-102

e using multiple sources of information and knowledge to evaluate competing
aesthetic forms or ideas, form judgments, and provide their rationale

e evaluating strengths and weaknesses of arguments and actions

e (escribing effective decision-making strategies

e working with others to overcome obstacles to communication, building consensus
for action

All students enrolled in this course must be School of Art majors or minors. This course
builds upon skills developed in the prerequisite introductory art history courses: AHS 100,
AHS 101, or AHS 102. All students are welcome, regardless of individual difference and
ability.
Students in this class are required to attend and participate in class, to read and discuss
the assigned texts, to write journal entries, to lead one methodological discussion, and to
prepare an art historical methods research paper.
e For Tuesdays, students will generally read a text or watch an introductory video on
an art historical approach or framework.
o Before Class: Students will read/watch the required material, and will
typically write an entry in their analog journal
o During class, we may journal or engage in other low-stakes writing and
brainstorming activities such as brain mapping, Pair/Share discussion, Poll
Everywhere questions, etc. to help us work through the material.
e Tuesdays may also be paired with research skills workshops or activities to work
towards building your final research presentations and essays.
e For Thursdays, students will generally read scholarly publications that employ the
historical approach for that week, and a small group of students usually present
the article content AND LEAD DISCUSSION on the selection

COURSE MATERIALS AND FEES

READINGS / CONTENT

All readings or other media will be available on Canvas, or Course Reserves via Bracken
Library (linked in Canvas). See the reading and assignment schedule in the Canvas
Course Calendar.



e This is a research-based course and requires you to access, examine, and analyze
various primary and secondary sources to successfully complete the project.

e You'll likely need to access ANALOG and DIGITAL MATERIALS directly available at
Ball State’s Libraries (link) and may also need to request materials via BSU'’s
Interlibrary Loan system _(link).

o If students have specific questions about searching the collections, finding
peer-reviewed articles, or placing requests for interlibrary loans, students
may contact the following for assistance:

m Jackson Harmeyer, M.L.S, Liaison to Music, Art, Theatre, and
Dance (Jackson.Harmeyer@bsu.edu) OR
m th professor

o The library maintains a brief research guide for the class. You can find it at

this link.

OTHER MATERIALS

e asingle-subject notebook (professor will have this on day 1)
e writing implement
e (optional) dry erase marker for class exercises if you have them

TECHNOLOGY

e You are encouraged to bring your laptops, tablets, etc. to engage with class
materials, research exercises, etc.


https://www.bsu.edu/academics/libraries
https://lib.bsu.edu/forms/ill.php
https://bsu.libguides.com/ahs201

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING

Success in this course is based on reading, discussion, research, and writing. Assignments

are designed to foster engagement with and communication of challenging ideas and

concepts that will be useful to you as a student in the School of Art at Ball State and as a

creative professional in the world. Each component of this course is weighted as follows.
Daily Participation + in-class journals

Participation in discussions, other in-class activities,
extra visits to the writing center for feedback, etc.

Research Project
Completion of each stage of
individual research project,

Weekly reflections
Weekly or bi-weekly, you’ll
also complete a longer

reflection in Canvas including:
regarding unit readings and « preliminary topic +
content. bibliography

e Draft abstract

» Edited Abstract

s Essay draft

 Visit to writing center for
feedback on draft

* Research Presentation

« Edited research essay

Leading article discussion

e If you need feedback on writing; help planning presentations, or If you have
questions about your grade or a grading policy, please visit office hours OR make
another appointment with Dr. Golobish

e Assignments are summarized below + more details will be available on Canvas

Activities and Assignments

Reading + Preparation for Class —

Effective, creative writers are also engaged readers of varied media. One of the goals of
this course is to develop the ability to read, comprehend, and engage critically with
peer-reviewed research articles; exhibition catalogue essays; artists statements,videos



and more. We will discuss strategies for understanding and remembering what you learn,
and we will help each other through collaboratively annotating content. Trying to tackle
scholarly articles and presentations focused on ideas, images, vocabulary, and concepts

can be challenging. To be able to appropriately navigate content, share guestions, and

participate in class discussion to analyze articles: YOU SHOULD READ MATERIAL BEFORE
CLASS TIME.

e Required readings are listed in the Canvas calendar and will generally be completed
prior to the class meeting for which they are assigned.

e During many weeks of the semester, everyone in class will annotate one
reading/video collectively in Perusall to help introduce everyone to that week’s
theme.

o ***We will have a workshop early in the semester on How to Read Scholarly
Articles.

Class participation + weekly reflections — 40%

You earn credit for attending and participating in class discussions and activities. Regular
attendance and participation are essential for learning and gaining facility with the course
content.. You should prepare to participate by carefully reading the assigned materials, asking and
answering questions, and contributing your analyses and thoughts to discussions about
approaches to art history during class. This is a discussion and activity-centric course: you should
expect to participate in both of those components during any given class meeting.

e Most Tuesdays: You'll come to class having read introductory content and writing some
preliminary ideas and a question in your journal. Class participation will entail a journal
response to build on your preliminary ideas (e.g. freewriting about an image, etc.) in
addition to other low-stakes activities as dictated by the week’s content.

o After the week’s discussions of scholarly articles (usually Thursdays), you'll write a
response reflecting on the content in canvas. Unit reflections and check-ins will generally
be due on Mondays in Canvas ( before we begin the next discussion unit on a Tuesday).

e ***Qther ways to bolster your participation: Visit the professor’s office hours or the
writing center or speaking center beyond the minimums required to brainstorm, get
feedback on writing and presentations, etc.



Leading Article discussion — 15%

Approaches to Art History provides opportunities for you to practice analyzing art through
different frameworks in groups and as an individual. Each of you will, with two or more
partners, be responsible for presenting new material to the class and leading a discussion
of it at least once this semester

e For each discussion day, groups of students will be assigned to lead the discussion.
You will be responsible for guiding the conversation throughout the majority of
class (approximately 1 hour) to analyze articles representing the various
approaches we're studying. Please see the “Discussion Leader” page on Canvas for
further details and tips for leading an effective discussion. You're invited to visit
office hours for assistance in planning/outlining your discussion.

Research Project — 45%

Over the course of the semester, each student will research and write a thesis-centric essay
that uses specific art historical approaches to analyze an artwork of their choosing. After
selecting an artwork to study, each student will prepare a preliminary bibliography,
detailed outline, and abstract. Students will then write a first draft that they must take to
the Writing Center for feedback. Students will share their research with the class during a
5-minute presentation with a slide deck. Finally, students will incorporate feedback from
Dr. Golobish and their peers into the final draft of their Research Project.

Final essays will be 1,500 to 2,000 words (approximately 6 - 8 pages). This total does
NOT include image captions, footnote citations throughout the essay, and bibliography
which will fill additional pages.

e Everyone will demonstrate progress on their projects through a series of
assignments, which are designed to help you successfully develop, research, write,
and present your project. Complete project instructions + formatting will be
presented in Canvas.

Submitting Assignments

The paper journals and other periodic participation activities may be submitted in paper
format.



Most other assignments will be uploaded to Canvas and should be turned in on time. It is
extremely important to prepare and submit all assignments in a timely fashion by or
before their due date. For example, Discussion Leaders are an essential part of each week’s
schedule - so you must be ready to lead the in-class discussion on your assigned class
period. Likewise, the Research Project spans the length of the course, so you do not want
to fall behind on any step. You are building toward the final paper throughout the
semester.

Letter grades in this course are assigned as follows:

A =100-94 B =86-84 C =76-74 D =66-64
A-=93-90 B- = 83-80 C-=73-70 D- =63-60
B+ = 89-87 C+=79-77 D+=69-67 F =59 or lower

COURSE STATEMENTS AND POLICIES

Communication

e Let's work together to stay connected and form a supportive learning community.
Please email me if you have any questions, concerns, extended illness, or anything
else that might disrupt your progress in this course.

e | aim to respond to email from your official Ball State email address or Canvas
messages within 24 hours during weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48
hours on the weekend.

e Please only send messages from your BSU email or Canvas Messages.
Messages from external email servers tend to end up in the junk folder.



Attendance

e Engaged listening, asking questions, as well as participation in discussions and
other in-class activities are an integral part of the course, so regular attendance and
respectful conduct are vital to your success.

e Beingin class is an embodied physical statement of your commitment to the
collective work of learning together. Attending class is the most basic way to
invest in your success in a course. Ideally you would attend all scheduled class
meetings. However, instances such as illness, jury duty, school-sanctioned activities
or other circumstances may prevent you from attending class. As such, you should
aim to attend at least 25 of the 28 scheduled class meetings.

e After 3 absences: Your final grade will be reduced by 1 letter grade for each

absence beyond 3 classes. (For example if your final grade is a B, your grade will
drop to a C.) 7 or more absences may result in a failing grade for AHS 330 at
the professor’s discretion.

e This class is designated for in-person meetings. The classroom is not set up with

appropriate equipment to effectively livestream lectures on zoom during the class
time.

Deadline, Extensions, and Late Work

Deadlines provide structure to this course so that you are prepared to participate in
group conversations and can develop your skills and research over time.

e If you feel you need an extension on a deadline or some other kind of
accommodation, please email the professor (Laura.golobish@bsu.edu) before
you miss any deadlines, so we can find an appropriate resolution to any issue you
might have.(particularly in the event of funeral or bereavement, jury duty,
school-sanctioned excursions, chronic or prolonged illness, pregnancy, or family
emergency).

e Penalty-free extension may not be granted AFTER THE DEADLINE

e Any assignment submitted after the due date will automatically be marked
down a half-grade for every day it is late (maximum 7 days) - unless the student
has arranged for an extension with Dr.Golobish in advance of the deadline.

e Late assignments submitted 7 days after the deadline without an extension will not
be accepted - they will earn 0%.



Course Ethics

Work produced and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and
demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills, and understanding of the
artworks you're researching and analyzing.

Please stop by Dr. Golobish's office hours (or make another appointment) if you think
you require Generative A.l. tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude) in order to discuss why
you find it necessary to use GenA.l. or other challenges you're having with brainstorming,
research, or analysis required by weekly activities. Use of Generative A.l outside of
discussed and assigned parameters may result in a zero on the given assignment.

Instances of academic misconduct (such as cheating on an assignment, plagiarizing a text,
or lying) degrade the ethical and educational value of a college experience and will result
in a failing grade on that assignment. Academic misconduct is also reported to the
Student Academic Ethics Committee and the Associate Provost and included in your
academic records. Depending on the severity and frequency of the offense, academic

misconduct may also result in a failing grade in the course or suspension or
expulsion from the university.

To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of
scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a
climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Every
student is responsible for understanding and abiding by Ball State’s Code of Student
Rights and Responsibilities.

Plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated.

Course materials prepared by the professor, including assignments and supplemental
materials posted on Canvas, are the property of the instructor. Disseminating such
materials to anyone not enrolled in this class this semester is prohibited. Students
should not attempt to sell notes or study materials, as doing so is unethical and may
violate the intellectual property rights of the instructor, textbook authors and publisher,
and/or artists and owners of the works of art we study. Students are not permitted to
record the instructor or other students during class unless the student has secured
permission through Disability Services.


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course
adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of
record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services
for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that
office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted
at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Title IX mandatory reporting

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment
for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual
harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking,
please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and
resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit
www.bsu.edut/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at
titleix@bsu.edu.

As your instructor, | am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to
report any information | receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes
information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after | report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who
experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If
the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, the Title IX Coordinator
will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related
adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices),
review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. If a complaint is filed by the
complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu

Academic Ethics Policy and Procedures

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/aca
demic-integrity#accordion_review

SUBJECT TO CHANGE STATEMENT

e This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating
circumstances. Changes will be announced during class and via Canvas Course
Announcements.


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity#accordion_review
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity#accordion_review
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