
Ball State University, College of Fine Arts, School of Music  
Fall 2025 –Jazz Percussion Principal Study MUSP 201 

  
Course Description: Weekly private drum set lessons for undergraduate music media 
production majors. An in-depth study of drum set technique, styles, history and improvisation 
relevant to jazz and modern drum set performance. 
  
Course Rationale and Student Learning Objectives: The goal of this course is to present each 
student with the appropriate materials to maximize the growth of his/her technical ability and 
musicianship on the drumset, as well as expand their jazz vocabulary and prepare them to be 
active musicians proficient in various styles applicable to the modern drummer.  Learning 
authentic commercial styles will also be a primary focus, as well as incorporating technology, 
chart reading/arranging and composition. 
  

• 1)  Teach drumset techniques sufficient for the application to jazz and all other relevant 
musical styles  

• 2)  Explore coordinated 4-limb independence  
• 3)  Learn a variety of musical pieces within the realm of standard jazz and commercial 

literature  
• 4)  Provide a historical basis for the development of drumset styles  
• 5)  Explore the jazz and commercial music vocabulary through critical listening, analysis 

and transcription  
• 6)  Expose students to challenging, thought provoking music in a variety of styles  
• 7)  Gain an appreciation for the work required to be a successful musician  

  
Note: Due to the nature of individual instrumental instruction, specific course material will vary 
somewhat based upon each student’s individual needs, strengths, weaknesses, etc. However, 
overall course materials and objectives will remain consistent for all students. 
  
Grades: Grades for the semester are based on preparation for each lesson, overall effort, 
attendance, end of the semester transcription project and individual achievement. The end of 
the semester transcription project will function as a final exam, consisting of the performance 
of a transcription and solo composition that combines improvisational techniques explored 
throughout the course. The final grade for this course is broken down as follows: 
  
Lesson Preparation – 50% 
 
Attendance – 25% 
 
Transcription Final – 25% 
  
 
 
 



 
Attendance: Attendance at every lesson is expected. If you are unable to attend a lesson for 
any reason other than illness, you must give 24 hours notice. This can be done via email or 
phone. In the case of illness, please notify me as soon as possible. If 24 hours notice has been 
given, and/or if an emergency situation exists, lessons will be made up if possible. Lessons 
cancelled with less than 24 hours notice will be made up only at my discretion. Unexcused 
absences are unacceptable and will never be made up. The student is allowed one absence 
(notification policy still applies) however, any other absence beyond that can affect the final 
grade. 2 or more unexcused absences will result in a grade of F for the semester. 
  
Lesson Flexibility: Please note that lessons may be highly flexible at times due to illness, 
scheduling, emergencies, etc.  A combination of in-person and online lessons may be required 
to insure the health and safety of students and faculty.  Alterations to the lesson schedule will 
always be discussed in detail with the student beforehand.  

Required Materials: The following materials are required and should be brought to each lesson 
unless told otherwise. This is not an all-inclusive list! Supplemental materials may be required 
at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
Ted Reed – Syncopation for the Modern Drummer 
 
George Stone – Stick Control Gary Chester – The New Breed 
 
Frank Malabe and Bob Weiner – Afro Cuban Rhythms for Drum Set  
 
John Riley – The Art of Bop Drumming  
 
Mitchell Peters – Dexterity 
 
Handouts (provided by teacher) 
 
Pencil, notebook, journal, composition book, etc. (something to keep track of our weekly 
lessons) 
 
Sticks, brushes, etc. (please bring necessary tools to play!) 
  
Special Needs: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are 
welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State 
and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse If you need 
course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as soon as 
possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. 
You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can be 
provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu


Academic Honesty: Please refer to the academic dishonesty policies and procedures outlined in 
the “Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities: Student Academic Ethics Policy” at Ball State 
University. Plagiarism or violations of copyright policies are a form of academic dishonesty and 
are treated as an ethics violation. You are expected to research and learn from existing material 
but also to give credit to its source. 
Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning 
environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual 
harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please 
know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more 
information or to report an incident, please visit www.bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX 
Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu. 
 
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report 
any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared 
in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.    

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced 
sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the 
complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,  
 

• Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on 
deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or 
referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 

• If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin 
following University policy. 

Applied lessons courses often require the instructor to touch or be in close physical proximity 
to students in order to adjust/align the body.  Any physical contact used will be 
demonstrated in a functional and professional manner in order to help the student better 
understand corrections concerning proper vocal technique.  The instructor will always 
verbally request student consent before touching them.  If, for whatever reason, being 
touched or physically adjusted is not part of a student’s learning process or makes them 
uncomfortable, please let the course instructor know as soon as possible so that 
accommodations can be made. If a student is uncomfortable speaking with the instructor, 
they should contact the Associate Directors Dr. Linda Pohly (Graduate) or Dr. Kevin Gerrity 
(Undergraduate). 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bsu.edu%2Ftitleix&data=05%7C02%7Clnlittleford%40bsu.edu%7C3e27e282d3d045196c2208dd1e0a432d%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638699751619697543%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FTL6KqSSCftai523WzLvKtAL9f%2Bx056vfUwcV1oa7Ms%3D&reserved=0
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu

