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[bookmark: _f8unac8c0ucj]ENG 414: Young Adult Literature
[bookmark: _s21oqdfurpp2]Section 1 (CRN: 20301)
Spring 2026
[bookmark: _3n5hdvxeki5t]Instructor Information
Prof. Pamela Hartman
English Dept., Ball State University
Office Hours: TBD after first class meeting
[bookmark: _8rtjcyvqkurt]Course Information
[bookmark: _vkallu9d9f9n]Course description
[bookmark: _20rmqueg04yd][bookmark: _x3c6lux9wrd3]Recent literature suitable for students of varying abilities in junior high/middle and secondary schools. Emphasizes reading of selections with some attention given to methodology.
Course goals
[bookmark: _vhi1qn85euqp]Upon successfully completing the course, students will:
· Become familiar with a wide range of YA literature, including novels, graphic novels, and novels in verse
· Be able to identify and appreciate various features of YA literature, including the genre’s diverse characters and themes
· Communicate clearly through written, oral, and visual communication about YA literature
Course Materials
· [bookmark: _abokxacu5qyl]When Zachary Beaver Came to Town by Kimberly Willis Holt
· Feed by M. T. Anderson
· Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
· Sold by Patricia McCormick
· American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
· The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
· The Hate You Give by Angie Thomas
· Monster by Walter Dean Meyers
· Selected critical readings (available on Canvas)
Course Assignments and Assessment
[bookmark: _2z3visihv5h3]Your course grade will be determined by how well you meet each of the class requirements listed above.  Grades will be weighted as follows:
Grading Categories
· Class participation and in-class activities (15%) 
· Online responses (15%)
· Mini-Exams (15%)
· Class Presentation and Research (20%)
· Instagram Essay (10%)
· Final Project (25%)
[bookmark: _jjodobkrjrc5]Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track
[bookmark: _sp54gppd5a4x][bookmark: _wasd6hp6yyou]Please note: In order to fulfill the major’s requirement, you must earn a C or higher in this course.  
[bookmark: _vb1w4ausjy9t]University Policies and Statements
[bookmark: _Hlk206163495]University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
 Attendance
[bookmark: _simk82fy5ey4][bookmark: _9pxb536iq7nc][bookmark: _dts8ngty0l1f]To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions.
Course Schedule
[bookmark: _Hlk206163533]To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions.



