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CJC 341: Community Corrections
Section 800 Online
Spring 2026
3 semester credit hours
Instructor Information

Ashley Aiken, MPA-CJC (she/her)
Assistant Lecturer & Internship Coordinator
Department of Criminal Justice & Criminology
Ball State University, Muncie, IN
[bookmark: Instructor_Contact_Information:]Instructor Contact Information:



Email communication with your instructor: Your instructor will reply within 24 hours when the email is sent during the school week (8am on Monday and 3:59pm on Friday). Emails sent during the weekend (between 4pm on Friday and 7:59am on Monday) will be answered within 72 hours. Please include your course and section in the subject line.
[bookmark: Course_Information]Course Information
[bookmark: Course_Description]Course Description
[bookmark: Prerequisites]This course examines the organization and operation of community-based correctional programs throughout the United States. Topics include probation, parole, halfway houses, group homes, diversion, restitution, and community service programs, with an emphasis on best practice.
Course Rationale
This course will provide an understanding of correctional responses that are administered in lieu of or additional to institutional correctional sentences.  There are several potential punitive measures afforded to the criminal justice system.  Community-based corrections allows for the courts to alleviate the prison population while simultaneously providing rehabilitative services to offenders.  This course will provide an in-depth look at the functions and philosophies of pretrial, probation, and parole and the intermediate sanctions that these programs are able to deliver.




Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Identify the areas/programs of community-based corrections.
· Understand the correctional dilemma between public safety and resource allocation.
· Demonstrate knowledge of evaluative practices and measures of “success.”
· Understand the effects of mandatory sentencing laws on prison and CBC administration.
· Recognize the many components of the probation organizations and its interplay with offender supervision.
· Demonstrate knowledge concerning all facets of the presentence investigation report through succinct writing and support-based intermediate sanction recommendations.
· Demonstrate the ability to think critically, incorporating evidence to support your particular positions.
· Demonstrate the ability to write effectively in a grammatically correct and articulate manner.
Getting Started
To help you get started in this course, be sure to do the following in the 1st week of class:
· Complete reading this syllabus.
· Scan over the class schedule and note the course textbook and due dates of assignments.
[bookmark: Course_Materials]Course Materials
Alarid, L.F. (2019). Community-Based Corrections, 12th edition. Belmont, CA. Wadsworth, Cengage Learning.
[bookmark: Course_Assignments_and_Assessments]
Course Requirements and Assessments
[bookmark: Course_Assignments]Course Requirements
You are expected to be an active participant in this class.
· Read the required material before the class in which the material will be covered. The text is your primary source of course information. You are responsible for all material presented in the required text. This information may or may not be thoroughly covered during class time.
· Complete all assignments and submit them by the required deadline. You will be required to submit all assignments through Canvas.
· Students should expect 9 hours of engaged course-related work per week. Students will be engaged in reviewing periodicals for criminal justice-related articles, reading assigned material, completing assignments, and continuously reviewing course material as the final exam is cumulative.


Course Evaluation
· Essay Assignment (20 points each) – There will be two essay assignments required throughout the semester. Detailed instructions and requirements will be posted separately; however, students will be evaluated on content. Students will also be evaluated on grammar and essay development.
· Article Summary Assignment (40 points) – Detailed instructions will be presented during the semester. Due: 4/28/2024
· Exams (100 points each) - There will be four (4) exams throughout the semester. The exams are designed in a multiple choice/short answer format. The exam schedule can be found on the course schedule, so plan accordingly. There are no make-ups for exams unless a university-approved excuse is provided. In the instance a make-up exam is granted, the exam will be an all-essay exam.
· Final Exam (100 points) - The final exam is cumulative of all chapters covered during the semester. The Final Exam will open on Tuesday of Finals Week and will close on Friday at 5:00pm.  (April 28-May 1, 2026)

[bookmark: Course_Weights_and_Grading_Scale]Point Distribution and Grading Scale


	Assignment/Exam
	Points/Percent

	Essay Assignments (4 @ 20 points each)
	80 points

	Article Summary Assignment
	40 points

	Exams (4 @ 100 points)
	400 points

	Final Exam
	100 points

	TOTAL
	600 points
















Letter Grade
Percentage Lower Bound



	A
	94%

	A-
	90%

	B+
	87%

	B
	84%

	B-
	80%

	C+
	77%

	C
	74%

	C-
	70%

	D+
	67%

	D
	64%

	D-
	60%

	F
	< 60%



[bookmark: Course_Statements_and_Policies]Course Statements and Policies
[bookmark: Participation_Policy][bookmark: Feedback_Policy][bookmark: Late_Assignment_Policy]Late Assignment Policy
· Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a decreased letter grade for each day late. The first day begins at 8am the day following the due date. For most assignments, which means you have a significant grace period before deduction begins. For example, if an assignment is due at 11:59pm on Friday, it will not be counted as late until 8am the next day (Saturday).
· Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local library or borrowing a peer's computer. Bracken Library has laptop computers and other equipment available for loan. See the link for more details: https://bsu.libguides.com/c.php?g=41374&p=6136829
· No late assignments will be accepted for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class, Monday, April 27th.
[bookmark: Assignment_Submission_Policy]Exam, Quiz, and Assignment Submission Policy
· All assignments should be submitted as Word documents with extensions of .doc or
.docx unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description.
· Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using the assignment link in the module. 
· On occasion, technology fails us and results in our Canvas exercises and exams submitting early or without answers. This instructor has discretion as to whether to reset the quiz/exam or allow the grade to stand as-is. This instructor may not reset quizzes in which the malfunction occurs within the last 4 hours of the testing period. For best results, complete quizzes well before the close of the testing period to ensure time for correction if a malfunction occurs.
[bookmark: Grading_Policy]Grading Policy
It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith, or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information concerning grade appeals, consult the Ball State website.
Student Support Services

Students can benefit from free tutoring and coaching at the Learning Center, writing practice and feedback at the Writing Center, mental health assistance at the Counseling Center, assistance with basic needs at the Basic Needs Hub, and public speaking assistance at the Speaking Center.
University Policies and Statements
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. You are responsible for all material.
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.     
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
•	Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
•	If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.
Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
•	Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
•	Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
•	Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
•	Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
•	Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
•	Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
•	Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
•	Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you


Please be advised that the course syllabus is a guideline. Your instructor reserves the right to revoke, alter, or amend any portion of the syllabus in order to maintain flexibility and to present relevant instruction.



































CJC 341-800 Spring 2026 Course Schedule

Dates on the schedule are tentative and may be subject to change to provide flexibility in the learning environment. Any changes to the exam schedule will be posted in a Canvas announcement.

Module 1: Jan 5th – 25th 

Chapter 1:  Overview of Community Corrections
· Introduction - Syllabus Coverage
Chapter 2: How Probation Developed
· Read Chapter 2/Review PowerPoint
· Assignment #1 – Due 1/21/2026 at 11:59pm
· Exam #1 –Due 1/25/2026 at 11:59pm

Module 2:  Jan 26th – Feb 22nd  

Chapter 4: Pretrial Supervision, Sentencing, and PSI
· Read Chapter 4/Review PowerPoint
Chapter 5:  Case Management
· Read Chapter 5/Review PowerPoint
Chapter 7:  Community Supervision Modification and Revocation
· Read Chapter 7/Review PowerPoint
· Assignment #2 – Due 2/18/2026 at 11:59pm
· Exam #2 – Date: Due 2/22/2026 at 11:59pm

Module 3:  Feb 23rd – March 22nd  

Chapter 6:  Treatment for Offenders with Special Needs
· Read Chapter 6/Review PowerPoint
Chapter 8:  Residential Community Supervision
· Read Chapter 5/Review PowerPoint
Chapter 9:  Nonresidential Community Supervision
· Read Chapter 7/Review PowerPoint
· Assignment #3 – Due 3/18/2026 at 11:59pm
· Exam #3 - Date: 3/22/2026 at 11:59pm

[bookmark: _Hlk155160947]Module 4: March 23rd – April 19th  
Chapter 3: History of Parole
· Read Chapter 3/Review PowerPoint
Chapter 10: Economic and Restorative Justice Reparations
· [bookmark: _Hlk155160644]Read Chapter 10/Review PowerPoint
[bookmark: _Hlk155160731]Chapter 11: Prisoner Re-entry
· Read Chapter 11/Review PowerPoint
· Assignment #4 – Due 4/15/2026 at 11:59pm
· Exam #4 - Date: 4/19/2026 at 11:59pm

Module 5: April 20th  – May 1st 
· Article Summary Assignment - (Due: 4/29/2026 at 11:59pm)
· Final Exam (Cumulative) – Opens on 4/28/26 at 8:00am and closes on 5/03/2024 at 5:00pm
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