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PSYS 497 - Supervised Empirical Research – Fall 2025 Syllabus
PSYS497-001 – 1 Credit (CRN 22251) | PSYS497-002 – 2 Credits (CRN 22253) | PSYS497-003 – 3 Credits (CRN 22461)


	


Contact Information: 
Instructor: Dr. Mackenzie Riggenbach 
Affiliation: Department of Psychological Science, Ball State University, Muncie, IN 
Email: Posted on Canvas in the module labeled Course Information Hub
Office Phone: Posted on Canvas in the module labeled Course Information Hub
Office Location: Posted on Canvas in the module labeled Course Information Hub
Office hours: Posted on Canvas in the module labeled Course Information Hub  
Lab Website: Posted on Canvas in the module labeled Course Information Hub

	


Course Information: 
Course Description: 
Experience in the collection of behavioral data in the field or laboratory setting. Students work closely with a supervising faculty member. The credits may be accumulated in more than one semester. No more than 6 credits may be used to meet the requirements of the psychological science major.
PSYS 497 gives you the opportunity to observe and participate in research under an instructor’s supervision. You are expected to assist with the research process, but are not expected to create or conduct your own research project.
The duties of this class will depend on what research project you work on, and I reserve the right to ask you to change which project you are working on during the semester. Duties can include, but aren’t necessarily limited to, conducting literature reviews, going to the library to obtain books or copies, creating experimental materials (e.g., writing stories, creating Qualtrics surveys), helping complete Internal Review Board paperwork, collecting data (e.g., running subjects), coding data, and/ or entering data into spreadsheets. If there is a particular skill you are hoping to learn, let me know.
Students will be involved in the steps of a research project under my supervision: experiment design, literature review, data collection, data analysis, scientific reporting, and dissemination of the results.
The number of hours you will be asked to work will be commensurate with the number of PSYS 497 credit hours you are signed for (approximately 3 hours of work per credit hour).
In the case of students earning PSYS 497 credit for participating in the Teacher-Scholar program, students will be asked to complete quarterly check-ins with their PSYS faculty supervisor, in which they will summarize their progress on their Teacher-Scholar project and outline their upcoming tasks/goals.
Course Format: 
This course is delivered in person. However, assignments and activities will be listed and will be facilitated via weekly lab meetings, Canvas, and email. It is essential to check Canvas and your email regularly. 
 
All of the materials for this course (e.g., syllabus, announcements, research articles, assignments, grades, videos, etc.) will be posted on Canvas. (Go to www.bsu.edu, choose “Current Students” from top menu, and “Canvas” from red boxes on upper right-hand side.) 

Course Rationale: 
The Department of Psychological Science believes research is one of the foundations of the discipline and that one of the best ways to learn to conduct research is to carry out research. This experience will help students develop their ability to analyze problems, develop hypotheses, and hone their critical thinking skills. Participating in the conduct of research will also provide students who plan to go to graduate school with experiences that are important to admission to graduate programs in psychology and related fields.

Course Objectives:
1. To provide you with research skills that will prepare you for an independent research project, honors thesis, or graduate school. 
2. To demonstrate all stages of the research process, from conceptualization of the research question to formally presenting a project.
3. To teach the fundamentals of cognitive psychology with particular emphasis on memory, false memory, eyewitness memory, cognitive applications to education, and research design.
4. To provide opportunities for you to gain and apply knowledge about pursuing graduate education or employment in a psychology-related field.
5. To stimulate critical and creative thinking about issues relevant to psychology and the law.
6. To create an environment in which you can develop leadership, organizational, and interpersonal skills that will be useful for any career path.

	


Grading Policy:
PSYS 497 is a Credit/No credit course, which means you do not earn a letter grade. To receive credit for the course, you will be expected to complete the tasks you are assigned correctly and in a timely manner, or to let me know in advance if circumstances prevent you from completing the work on time. Behaviors such as submitting sloppy work, turning work in late, missing lab meetings, etc., increase the chance of receiving a ‘No Credit’ designation at the end of the semester.

Course Requirements:
The primary course requirement is that you are expected to facilitate data collection sessions with attention to detail. You will sign up for session times early in the semester and facilitate data collection during those timeslot(s) for the remainder of the semester. You are expected to arrive at your assigned timeslot punctually and facilitate the session professionally. For weeks where we are not collecting data, you will be asked to complete alternative tasks and are expected to complete these tasks during your assigned research time. You will be responsible for keeping track of your hours.
If you are registered for three credits or are volunteering for 10 hours a week, you should have completed a minimum of 120 hours of work for the lab by the end of the semester. If you are registered for two credits or are volunteering for 7 hours a week, you should have completed a minimum of 90 hours of work for the lab by the end of the semester. 
Failure to show up for a scheduled session or to complete your assigned tasks may result in automatic expulsion from the lab and a “grade” of No Credit.  At minimum, you, the lab’s graduate assistant(s), and I will negotiate how to make up for the absence/incomplete task.  
In addition to facilitating data collection sessions, you are required to attend the weekly lab/class meeting (which is included in the hours requirements described above). Any assignments required for that lab meeting should be completed conscientiously. On-time attendance for scheduled meetings is expected. In the meeting, you are expected to participate in discussions with increasing levels of understanding and competence. Each weekly seminar meeting will also include time for lab tasks/data collection successes and problems to be discussed/addressed.
Assignments:
Seminar Readings: 
Weeks where there are assigned readings, you will prepare 2 thoughtful questions or discussion points. Questions or discussion points should reflect your comprehension of the reading(s), and it is typically best if they focus on theory, concepts, or implications of what you read. Each question/comment should be a few sentences. Your discussion points must be turned in to Canvas for that week, no later than NOON the day of our lab meeting. Your performance on this assignment is tracked and factored into your midterm and final evaluations. We will discuss the questions and comments in our lab meeting.

Lab Activity Log: 
You will turn in your lab activity log (available in the Lab’s Google Drive folder) every week. The lab activity log is where you record your lab hours. Each entry must include the following: week (e.g., week 1, week 2, etc.), date, activities you completed, and approximate time spent on each activity. We will use these files to keep track of your completed lab hours; therefore, if you do not record your hours, you will not be credited for the hours you worked. Please be sure to update your log for the previous week’s work no later than NOON on the day of our weekly lab meeting.

Course Grading:
Grades in this course will be assigned based on your completion of the required data collection sessions and tasks, participation in the seminar, professionalism, and compliance with lab protocols. Specific requirements for each possible grade are outlined below.  
· Pass: 100% completion of required hours; high-quality and professional lab work; attendance at all seminars and data collection sessions; reading all assigned articles and completing thoughtful questions; cooperating with group members/graduate students; cooperating with lab members; full compliance with protocols; punctual for all data collection sessions and seminars.
· Probation (midterm): 90% completion of required hours; high-quality and professional lab work; 1-2 missed seminars; 1-2 missed question submissions; occasional uncooperative behavior; or occasional tardiness to data collection sessions or seminars. 
· Fail: Completion of 80% or less of required hours; moderate-to-poor quality and professional lab work; 3+ missed seminars; 3+ missed question submissions; regular uncooperative behavior; regular tardiness to data collection sessions or seminars.

	


Lab Policies:
Responsible and Ethical Conduct of Research: While facilitating or participating in research at Ball State University, you are expected to demonstrate responsible and ethical research behaviors. These behaviors help ensure the process and products produced by research are excellent, while also helping maintain public trust in psychological science. Research behaviors that require responsible and ethical action include those across all stages of the research process, from project conception, data acquisition, management, and sharing, to publication. Additional information regarding responsible and ethical conduct are available from the American Psychological Association and the Ball State University Research Integrity Office.  

Specific Lab Policies:
· High levels of confidentiality must be maintained. You are likely to see participant data while working with participants; all information must not be discussed outside of the lab or with individuals not affiliated with the lab.
· You are not to bring outside individuals into the research lab space.
· You may not take pictures or videos in the lab without prior permission from Dr. Riggenbach.
· You may not remove anything from the lab (e.g., equipment, files, etc.) without prior permission from Dr. Riggenbach.
· You may not discuss the intricate details of lab experiments with non-members, unless permission is granted by Dr. Riggenbach

	


University Policies and Statements: 
 
University Statement: 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Freedom of Expression: 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
 
Title IX 
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu    
 
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 
 
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, 
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University files a complaint, an investigation will begin following University policy. 
 
University Grade Appeal Policy 
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process. 
 
Student Academic Ethics Policy 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.  
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:   
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)  
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)  
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 

No Use of Generative AI Permitted  
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. 
 
Disability Services: 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
	


 Student Support Services: 
 The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.  
 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.    
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  
 
The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.  
 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 
 
The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  
 
The Counseling Center  
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
  
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here. 
 
The Speaking Center   
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.   
 
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment. 
 
	


Canvas and Student Privacy: 
 
Canvas Accessibility 
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.  
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).  
 
FERPA and Privacy 
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.  
 
Class Recording 
Audiotaping, videotaping, photographing, or any other method of recording lectures or classroom discussions of any kind should be done only with my prior express permission. Recordings and other material distributed by the instructor shall be restricted to the personal use of the students enrolled in the course. 
 
Plagiarism Detection  
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.    



























Weekly Lab Meeting Schedule:
-This schedule and the corresponding assignments and readings are subject to change. This is merely a tentative schedule
-All meetings: Posted on Canvas in the module labeled Course Information Hub
-All Readings should be read in preparation for that specific week’s meeting.
-All Assignments are due at the start of the weekly lab meeting unless stated otherwise.

	Week
	Date
	Topic

	1
	August 18th 
	Topics: 
· Welcome to the MAC Research Lab! Research Overview
· Discuss Data Collection Schedule Availability

	2
	August 25th 
	Topic: 
· Research/Project Overviews
· Eyewitness Memory Research

	3
	September 1st 
	No Meeting – Labor Day

	4
	September 8th  
	Topics: 
· Fall 2025 Project Review/Prep
· Lab Space Tour 

	5
	September 15th 
	Topic: 
· Interviewing and Memory Research

	6
	September 22nd 
	Topics: 
· Fall 2025 Project Review/Prep
· Training
· Equipment Overview

	7
	September 29th 
	Topics: 
· Fall 2025 Project Review/Prep
· Training

	8
	October 6th 
	No Meeting – Fall Break

	9
	October 13th 
	Topic: 
· Interviewing and Memory Research

	10
	October 20th
	Topics:
· False Memory Research

	11
	October 27th 
	Topic:
· Cognitive Modeling Projects: Dr. Riggenbach Presents

	12
	November 3rd 
	Topics:
· Expectation-based Memory Consequences
· Spring 2026 Prep

	13
	November 10th 
	Topics:
· Spring 2026 Research Study Prep

	14
	November 17th 
	Topics:
· Spring 2026 Research Study Prep

	15
	November 24th 
	Topic:
· Grad School Day

	16
	December 1st 
	Topic:
· Semester Wrap-Up

	17
	December 8th 
	No Meeting – Finals Week
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