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COURSE SYLLABUS
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY

 
COURSE NUMBER:  POLS 474

TITLE:  Women and Politics

PLACE/TIME: Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:00 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. in NQ 291
Office hours: Monday through Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and by appointment

INSTRUCTOR:   Dr. Pamela Schaal
RECOMMENDATION: POLS 130
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The goal of the course is to create an understanding of women as emerging political players in society: their history as outsiders, strategies for gaining political representation and the evolution of public policies that affect the lives and opportunities of women. This course will introduce some of the central problems for political science with regard to women and gender: voting, candidacy, and political representation. We will be focused on questions such as: Does the descriptive representation of women guarantee their substantive representation? Which electoral rules favor the election of women? Do the negative effects of gender quotas outweigh their impressive ability to increase the number of women in office? Have the news media helped or harmed female candidacies? Once in power do women govern differently than men?  We will also look at how popular culture affects the representation of women.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
This is not a lecture course but a discussion course. You will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss the current state of politics/policy as it relates to women and/or women’s issues, the assigned readings and/or projects. Attendance and active participation is mandatory and will be reflected significantly in the final grade. 
In addition to attendance and participation, course grades will be based on a series of assignments and class presentations, and a final research paper of 10-15 pages in length.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

· Students will identify, define, and explain key concepts related to gender politics and policy in American politics
· Students will appreciate how broader political theories and concepts relate to gender in American politics
· Students will describe the history of gender in the US including the suffrage and feminist movements
· Students will  compare and contrast the difference in entrance, upward mobility, and stereotypes of male and female leaders
· Students will apply political science material to the examine the problem of fewer women than men running for office
· Students will determine and debate how political policies affect women in the electorate and positions of power.

TEXTS:

Required:
Women, Power, and Politics: The Fight for Gender Equality in the United States (2nd Edition). Han, Lori Cox and Caroline Heldman. (digital)
Recommended:
Women and Politics: Paths to Power and Political Influence: Paths to Power and Political Influence (5th Edition). Dolan, Julie, Melissa M. Deckman, Michele L. Swers, and Paru Shah.
Other readings will be posted on Canvas throughout the semester.
ONLINE RESOURCES:  A BSU network account for email and Canvas.  
 
SOFTWARE:  Microsoft Office
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About Say Something
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/say-something 
Contact: dos@bsu.edu

Participation and Timeliness:
Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success.  You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates.  Developing a routine is essential.
All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date.  Assignments submitted late may be subject to a reduction in points, or no points at all.
Students with Disabilities:   Some elements of this course may not be accessible to persons with some types of disabilities.  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Ball State’s Disabled Student Development (DSD) office.  DSD coordinates services for students with disabilities. Documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided.  Disabled Student Development can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  Further online information for students may be found at the BSU Disabled Student Development web page.
Communication:
For questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade, please use your BSU email.  The instructor will typically respond to messages within 48 hours of receiving them.

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines as presented in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities as outlined in the student handbook.

Rules of Conduct: Laptops may be used for note taking only during lectures but cell phones or other hand held devices may not utilized.  Please silence your cell phones before class and refrain from using these phones during lectures.  During exams, no laptops or cell phones may be used.  During lectures, discussions, presentations, and exams, please display civility and respect towards your peers.  Please maintain a level of professionalism as expected in a college environment. [footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Students may not always value different ideological perspectives but we should learn to appreciate these different perspectives and agree to respectively disagree when resolution is not possible.] 

Etiquette Statement:  Please remember the following in all forms of communication in this course:
· Be mindful to not use language that could be considered strong or offensive. 
· Keep all writings and correspondence as professional as possible.
· Keep writing to a point and stay on topic.
· Double-check all writing to make sure that it clearly conveys the exact intended message.


TECHNICAL INFORMATION:
Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary.  BSU provides resources to help you.  A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.

Technical Assistance:
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions.  The helpdesk can be contacted at:  765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.

Diversity Statement: “Ball State University aspires to attract and retain a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and university resources  http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter”
PROJECTS:
COURSE GRADING: 
Assessment and Grades

In addition to attendance and participation (25%), final grades will be based on weekly pre-class/in-class homework (25%), reflection papers (25%), and a research paper/presentation (25%).

Attendance and Participation
Since this is a discussion-based course, it is essential that students attend on a regular basis and come prepared to discuss the assigned readings as well as current events. Listening and reacting to other viewpoints in a positive and constructive manner is essential.

Pre-Class/In-Class Assignments

Because this class is a collaborative effort, there will be times over the course of the term that each student will be assigned a person/topic that they will be expected to research and present to the class. Missing an assignment due to an absence does not excuse the student from the assignment. 

Reflection Papers

Three brief papers (no more than three pages in length) will be due over the course of the semester. You may reflect on the readings, supplemental materials, and/or films throughout the semester. The purpose of these assignments is to help you synthesize the course materials and to think critically about the issues. You may choose the weeks that you would like to submit your papers (hard copies only).

Research Paper

The student may select the topic for the research paper/presentation, but will be expected to tie the role of women into the political process or policy arena. Proposals will be due midway through the semester and topics will be approved at that time. Papers will be 10-15 pages in length and each student will present their findings during the assigned times.

Extra Credit (towards attendance and participation)

If you must miss a class, you will be expected to present evidence of your course engagement through external means such as attending a guest lecture or a meeting pertaining to women’s endeavors. Please discuss with the professor before doing so. 


GRADING SCALE:
A: 95-100
A-: 90-94
B+: 87-89
B: 83-86
B-: 80-82
C+: 77-79 
C: 73-76
C-: 70-72
D+: 67-69
D: 63-66
D-: 60-62
F: 0-59

COURSE OUTLINE AND SCHEDULE (tentative): 
Week 1
Jan. 5: Introduction and orientation to course
Jan. 7: Come to class prepared to discuss your assigned suffragette (see Canvas)
Week 2
Jan. 12: Chap. 1 (Han and Heldman)
Jan. 14: Chap. 1 (Dolan et. al) and film: Suffragette
Jan. 16: Interviews due in Canvas
Week 3
Jan. 19 MLK Day (no class)
Jan. 21: Chap. 2 (Han and Heldman)
Week 4
Jan. 26: Film: Iron Jawed Angles
Jan. 28: Film: Iron Jawed Angles
Week 5
Feb. 2: 
           Chap. 3 (Han and Heldman)
Feb. 4: Chap. 4 (Han and Heldman)
Week 6
Feb. 9: Chap. 5 (Han and Heldman)
Feb. 11: Chap. 3 (Dolan et. al)
Week 7
Feb. 16: Chap. 6 (Han and Heldman)
Feb. 18
Week 8
Feb. 23: Chap. 7 (Han and Heldman)
Feb. 25
Week 9
Spring Break
Week 10
March 9: Chap. 8 (Han and Heldman)
March 11: The Woman Who Ran for President by Lois Beachy Underhill
Week 11
March 16: Chap. 9 (Han and Heldman)
March 18: 
Week 12
March 23: Film: On The Basis of Sex (2018)
March 25: Film: On The Basis of Sex (2018)

Week 13
March 30: Chap. 10 (Han and Heldman)
April 1
Week 14
April 6: Chap. 11 (Han and Heldman)
April 8
Week 15
April 13: Chap. 12 (Han and Heldman)
April 15
Week 16
April 20: The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
April 22
Week 17
Final meeting: April 30th from 2:15 to 4:15 p.m.
The Testaments by Margaret Atwood 





