Department of Speech Pathology & Audiology
SPAA 771 Doctoral Project
Summer 2026 - Syllabus
Welcome to SPAA 771!    If you are looking for content, go to Modules!
Course Administrator:  Lauren A. Shaffer, Ph.D., CCC-A
Office:  HPB 411
Office Phone:  285-2611
Cell: (765) 729-3729
E-mail: lashaffer@bsu.edu
Office Hours: Wednesday, 11:00-12:00 in person or virtual meetings, or by appointment, 
 
Faculty Advisors: Audiology Faculty as appropriate to student project
 
Course Schedule and Location
A once a term meeting is recommended to be scheduled with the Course Administrator to review progress toward project completion. Weekly meetings with project advisors, and research  or project activities will be scheduled with the project advisor.  Locations will vary by advisor and project.
 
Text
There are no texts required.
 
Course description
Each student will complete an audiology doctoral project worth two or more credits of academic experience.  The project may take the form of a research project or capstone experience.  The topic chosen for the project should be related to audiology and, preferably, one that is of particular interest to the student. Enrollment in SPAA 771 is scheduled once a project proposal has been approved by the Audiology Committee.  The seminar/directed study course, Intro to the Doctoral Project, prepares the student for developing a concept, choosing an advisor, and preparing a proposal.
 
Succeeding in SPAA 771
Prior to enrollment in SPAA 771, you should have
1. Identified a research or clinical project idea that may include, but is not limited to, experimental research, survey research, meta-analysis, creative product development, education or outreach.
2.  Developed a project proposal that details the specifics of the project and is supported by relevant literature
3. Obtained the necessary approvals to complete the project including approval of the Faculty Advisor, the Audiology Committee, and other approvals as appropriate (e.g. Institutional Review Board for research protocols involving human subjects)
To successfully complete your project, you should
· Complete the project following the proposed timeline.
· Submit a verification of progress report no later than fall of your 3rd year,
· Submit a final report to the Faculty Advisor in a form agreed upon by the advisor and student.
· Present findings at an Audiology Clinic Meeting, and otherwise disseminate results or findings as appropriate (e.g. a conference presentation, an article submission, or seminar)
· Submit any final report as required by the Institutional Review Board, to close the project upon completion.
Course Structure
The specific content, structure, and outcomes will be determined through collaboration between the student and the faculty advisor and will vary depending on the type of project.  Any impedances to progress on the project should be brought to the attention of the Course Administrator and the Faculty Advisor as soon as is practicable.
Attendance
Students participating remotely should follow the normal procedures for reporting absences. Absences may take the form of failure to join required sessions or participate in activities whether synchronous or asynchronous as well as a failure to meet deadlines for submission of assignments. 
If you are ill or have a family or personal emergency on the day of an in-person meeting, lab or other appointment, you are expected to notify the Faculty Advisor.  You may be asked to provide documentation to verify the reason for your absence.  Students should take the initiative to discuss problems and possible solutions related to absences with the Faculty Advisor or Course Administrator. 
Mental Health
If you are experiencing mental health concerns, telehealth services are available (Links to an external site.).
Grading
The final grade will be determined by the Faculty Advisor based on student participation in the project, student adherence to the project timeline, the quality of any products produced, the quality of the project, and the quality of dissemination.  Because most students spend their entire 3rd year completing the doctoral project, it is not uncommon to receive a grade of incomplete until the project is finished.  The Course Administrator submits all grades, change of grades, and extension of incomplete based on information provided by the Faculty Advisor.  Based on University policy, a grade of incomplete converts to 'F' after one year, if no change of grade form is submitted.  The incomplete may be extended, but requires submission of a form to extend the period of incomplete. If an extension is required, the form must be submitted before the initial one year incomplete interval has passed.  Please contact the course administrator if you require and extension of the period for incomplete.
Academic Misconduct
Academic Misconduct is described in section 4.2.1 of the Student Code of Rights and ResponsibilitiesLinks to an external site.
Watch this video to better understand what plagiarism is and how to avoid itLinks to an external site.
If you are unsure how to acknowledge another person’s work, please consult me before submitting work for a grade and I will be happy to help you.
 
Course Materials
Students may not reproduce, distribute or publicly post their course materials without the instructor’s permission. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or the Information Technology Users Privileges and Responsibilities policy. Any violations will be reported to Dr. Mike Gilialan, Director of Students Rights and Community Standards.
 
Accommodations
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu (Links to an external site.).
If you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with us as soon as possible.  Our office and contact information are indicated above.
 
Course Objectives
As a result of completing the Audiology Doctoral Project, the learner will be able to
· Identify an area of research interest and write a project proposal in support of that interest
· Identify the necessary approvals and processes of obtaining approval to complete the project
· Complete a research project according to the specifics of the project proposal
· Produce a final project report or product, and identify appropriate avenues and methods for disseminating findings of the project
· Give a public presentation on the completed project
· Achieve additional learner outcomes as appropriate to the specific project as  determined by the student and the Faculty Advisor
Evidence of meeting outcomes will be determined by submission of products (e.g. proposal, final report), receipt of necessary approvals (Faculty Advisor, Audiology Committee, and/or IRB), final presentation and other dissemination products.
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
 
ASHA 2020 Standards met by this course
Standard II-A: Foundations of Practice
Applicant has demonstrated knowledge of:
A13. Principles of research and the application of evidence-based practice (i.e., scientific evidence, clinical expertise, and client/patient perspectives) for accurate and effective clinical decision making
Other standards may be met based on individual project outcomes, and as determined by the Faculty Advisor.

