History 452                                             Fall Semester, 2025
Women in Modern European History

Professor: Dr. Malone
Office: Burkhardt Building 206
Phone: 285-8733
E-mail: camalone@bsu.edu
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 2:15-3:45 and by appointment


Course Objectives
This course will survey select aspects of women’s lives and experiences in Europe from the late eighteenth through twentieth centuries. It will examine the impact of momentous social, political, intellectual, and economic events of the period upon women. Additionally, it will examine ideas about women—their nature and appropriate social roles—and how some women challenged those ideas and worked to change their position in society. In so doing, they made their own history.  


Course Requirements

Required Texts available at the Ball State Bookstore:
  Ellen Ross, Love and Toil: Motherhood in Outcast London, 1870-1918
  Carol Rittner and John K. Roth, eds., Different Voices: Women and the Holocaust

You will need both texts for the course. They will be supplemented with a number of readings that will be posted in Canvas.

*****I will place 1 copy of the required texts on reserve at the Circulation Desk in Bracken Library for you to borrow.

Course Grade
Your grade for the course will be based upon the following:
          
          5 Quizzes @3% each                15%
          2 Exams @ 20% each               40%
          2 Written assignments               45%           
            @22.5% each 

Quizzes
Quizzes will be composed of multiple choice and/or short answer questions. You will submit the quizzes in class or online by 11:00 a.m. on the days that we will be holding class discussions of the assigned materials. 




The quizzes are due on the following days:

September 8                     November 14
October 3, 31                    December 5

    
*****I will only accept late quizzes in cases of illness or emergency. If this is the case, you need to contact me before the due date.
      

Exams 
There will be a midterm and final exam in this course. They will be composed of objective questions, image or text analysis, and an essay. These questions will be based upon material from the lectures, handouts, and readings/other materials posted in Canvas. You will submit them via Canvas by the following due dates: 

     Midterm: October 20            Final: December 12

*****I will only accept late exams in cases of illness or emergency. If this is the case, you need to contact me before the due date.
      

Written Assignments
You will write 2 essays (5-6 pages each) based on the books by Ross and Rittner/Roth. You will submit the essays in class or online by 11:00 a.m. on the days that we will be discussing the books.

The essays are due on the following dates:

    Ross essay: September 26
    Rittner/Roth essay: November 21   


****LATE ESSAYS WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED UNDER EMERGENCY CIRCUMSTANCES AND A PENALTY OF 5 POINTS A DAY WILL BE ASSESSED.

Grade Scale
All written work and your final course grade will be based upon the following plus/minus scale:

     93-100= A           77-79= C+           67-69= D+                                                                                         
      92-90= A-           73-76= C            63-66= D
                           70-72= C-           60-62= D-
      87-89= B+
      83-86= B                               under 60=F
      80-82= B-                                      

Assessment  
Written assignments may be preserved for the purpose of internal assessment of this course as part of the history major.


Course Policies

Attendance Policy
I do not take attendance in this class but you should attend class regularly unless illness or family/medical emergencies prevent you from doing so. If you have to miss class for any of these reasons, please contact me and I will share my PowerPoint. You should get notes from a classmate and see me if you have any questions about the material covered in the class.  

Office Hours
I will be in BB 206 during my scheduled office hours or you can contact me via e-mail at camalone@bsu.edu or call me at 285-8733. You can email me at any time and I will respond as soon as possible.

Academic Policy
All work must be your own work. You should not use AI or any other programs or consult outside sources when you are completing your essays or exams.

University Statements and Policies
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.


In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. Here is the link: https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement

    



Class Schedule
****The readings listed here are posted in Canvas

Aug. 18: Introduction to the Course

What is a Woman?
          
      20: Women and the Enlightenment

          Bonnie Smith, The Enlightenment

      22: What is a Woman?

          Excerpts from Thomas Lacquer, Making Sex and Londa Schiebinger, “Skeletons
          in the Closet: The First Illustrations of the Female Anatomy in Eighteenth-Century
          Anatomy”
              
25 & 27: Gender and Fashion
 
          Separate Spheres Ideology Reading
  
Middle-Class Women and Domesticity

      29: Middle-Class Women and Domesticity  

          Lynn Abrams, At home in the family: women and familial relations

*****SEPT. 1—NO CLASS—LABOR DAY

       3: Class discussion of excerpt from Isabella Beeton, Mrs. Beeton’s Book of 
          Household Management  
   
Women and Consumer Culture

       5: Women and Consumer Culture    

       8: Class discussion of Christopher P. Hosgood, "Mrs. Pooter's Purchase: Lower-
          Middle Class Consumerism and the Sales, 1870-1914" and Uwe Spiekermann, 
          "Theft and Thieves in German Department Stores, 1895-1930: A Discourse on 
          Morality, Crime and Gender"    

          Quiz #1 due 

    


The New Woman: Higher Education

Sept. 10 & 12: Women at Cambridge University?   

                Extracts from the debate about higher education for women
                Rita McWilliams Tulberg, Women at Cambridge

The New Woman: Suffrage 

      15 &17: The Women’s Social and Political Union
                  
               Bonnie Smith, Toward the Vote
               Emmeline Pankhurst, Why We Are Militant
               Video: Women’s Suffrage: How effective was Suffragette militancy?
         
Women and Work in the Industrial Age                  
 
        19-24: A New World of Work for Women? 

                Deborah Simonton, Community spaces: Labour, leisure, and consumption
                Account by Doris Viersbeck, Cook and House Maid 
  
          26: Class discussion of Love and Toil: Motherhood in Outcast London,
              1870-1918

              Ross essay due 
            
World War I 

  29 & Oct. 1: Women and War

                Bonnie Smith, Warriors, Pacifists, and Revolutionaries
          
            3: Class discussion of excerpt from Angela Woollacott, On Her Their Lives
                Depend: Munitions Workers in the Great War  
              
                Quiz #2 due 

*****OCT. 6— NO CLASS—FALL BREAK

             8: Food in Wartime Germany and Austria

               Anna Eisenmenger, "Blockade: The Diary of an Austrian Middle-Class Woman”
 
   

The Aftermath of World War I
 
Oct. 10 &13: The Aftermath of War

              Susan Grayzel, Assessing the Consequences of the War for Women
              Jessica Meyer, “Not Septimus Now: Wives of Disabled Veterans and the 
              Cultural Memory of the First World War”
 
          15: Online Exercise
              Film: Vera Brittain, Testament of Youth            

               
*****OCT. 17—NO CLASS

*****OCT. 20—NO CLASS—MIDTERM DUE BY 11:59 P.M.

Women, War, and Revolution in Russia
           
          22: Revolution in Russia
 
              Excerpt from Karen Offen, European Feminisms, 1700-1950
         
    24 & 27: Alexandra Kollontai and Women in Communist Society

              Podcast on Alexandra Kollontai and Kollontai, “Women and the Family in the 
              Communist State”    
 
Marie Stopes

          29: Marie Stopes
              
              Excerpt from Karen Offen, European Feminisms, 1700-1950
              Stopes Reading     

Women in Nazi Germany

           31: Class discussion of excerpt from Irene Guenther, Nazi Chic? Fashioning
               Women in the Third Reich 

               Quiz #3 due 

  




Nov. 3 & 5: Hitler’s Population Policies   

             Excerpt from Karen Offen, European Feminisms, 1700-1950  
             Gisela Bock, chapter 13 in Different Voices

           
World War II
            
           7: Women and Total War 
           
          10: The Battle on the Kitchen Front in Britain

              Ina Zweiniger-Bargielowska Reading 1 

          12: Fashion on the Ration in Britain

               Ina Zweiniger-Bagielowska Reading 2

         14: Class discussion of oral histories from Margaret Collins Weitz, Sisters in the
              Resistance: How Women Fought to Free France, 1940-45 

              Quiz #4 due 


Everyday Life for Jewish Women in Nazi Germany  

     17 & 19: Anti-Semitism and Jewish Women    
 
               Marion Kaplan, chapter 14 in Different Voices
               Excerpt from Marta Appel, Memoirs 

         
           21: Class Discussion of Carol Rittner and John Roth, eds., Different Voices:
               Women and the Holocaust  

               Rittner and Roth essay due in class

           24: Online Exercise
                Film: Misbehaviour


*****NOV. 26 & 28—NO CLASS—THANKSGIVING BREAK





The Women’s Liberation Movement
 
       Dec. 1-5: The Women's Liberation Movement 
              
                 Marlene Le Gates, “The Origins of the Second Wave,” in In Their Time:
                 A History of Feminism in Western Society     
                 Excerpt from Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex 
                 Simone de Beauvoir, “I Am a Feminist”
                 Excerpts from The Spare Rib Reader  
        
             5: Quiz #5 due 

             8: Review


   ****FINAL EXAM—due by 11:59 P.M. on DEC. 12




