
History 497                                                                   Spring Semester, 2026
Britain in the World Wars


Course Objectives
This course examines the key social, cultural, economic, political, and military developments during World War I and World War II and the impact of those developments upon the peoples of Britain and the British Empire.  Topics covered in this course include:  the experiences of soldiers, POWs, and disabled veterans, women’s experiences of these “total wars,” food rationing and other restrictions on consumerism, the commemoration of the Fallen, imperial contributions to the wars, and the effects of the wars on the British Empire. 
 

Course Requirements

Required Texts: 
Juliet Gardiner, Wartime: Britain 1939-1945
Alan G.V. Simmonds, Britain and World War One

These texts are essential for this course. I have placed 1 copy of each of them on reserve in Bracken Library for your use.

These texts will be supplemented with a number of additional readings posted in Canvas. See the “Class Schedule” section of the syllabus.


Course Requirements and Grades

      2 exams @30% each                                 60%     
      5 quizzes @ 8% each                                 40%

Exams
Exams will be made up of objective questions, text and/or image analysis, and 1 essay question based upon material covered in the required texts, lectures, handouts, and additional readings.  You will submit the exams via Canvas.  

The midterm is due on February 27 by 11:59 p.m.  and the final is due on May 1 by 11:59 p.m.                

*****I will only accept late exams in cases of illness or emergency.  If this is the case, please contact me.

Quizzes
There will be 5 quizzes made up of multiple choice and/or short answer questions. They will be based upon readings that we are going to discuss in class.  I will distribute paper copies of the quizzes and you will submit them in class.
             
Quiz due dates: January 26
                           February 13, 20
                           March 16
                           April 13
                            
****I will only accept late quizzes in cases of illness or emergency.  If this is the case, please contact me.

Grading Scale
The grades for assignments and the final course grades will be based upon the following plus/minus scale:

   93-100= A        77-79= C+     Under 60= F                               
    90-92= A-        73-76= C
                             70-72= C-
    87-89= B+
    83-86= B        67-69= D+
    80-82= B-       63-66= D    
                            60-62= D-


Course Policies

Attendance Policy
I do not take attendance in this class but you should attend class regularly and be prepared to participate in class discussions. Absences will have a significant impact on your performance in this course. I certainly understand absences due to medical or family emergencies and I’m glad to work with you if you are absent because of these circumstances.  

Canvas
It is important for you to access Canvas on a regular basis; always check for new Announcements about upcoming deadlines and possible changes to our class meetings.

It is also important to access Canvas for lecture outlines (I will post one before each class), the additional readings, and the guidelines for the exams and written assignments.  Please have electronic or print copies of the outlines and readings available in class on the relevant days. 

There will also be some days when you will need to access Canvas for other on-line materials prior to our class meetings. Please see the “Class Schedule” of the syllabus.

Assessment
Assignments may be used for assessment of student learning outcomes for upper-division history courses. 
 

Office Hours
If you need any assistance, please do not hesitate to see me or contact me during my office hours.

Course Adaptations/Accommodations
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

University Policies and Statements
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. Here is the link: https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
    

Academic dishonesty, in any form, will not be tolerated. On this important subject, the University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy is clear:

“Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the University community. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.”












Class Schedule (Topics, Readings, and Due Dates for Assignments)

January 5: Introduction to the Course

        7-12: The Domestic Scene on the Eve of World War I 
         
                  Simmonds, 1-18

  14 & 16: Imperialism and Imperialist Ideology

                  Robert Baden-Powell, Scouting For Boys

  *****19: NO CLASS—MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR DAY

           21: The Outbreak of War

                 Simmonds, 18-28, 35-40
                 Video: The Great War and the Shaping of the 20th Century

           23: Recruitment of the Volunteer Army
  
                 Simmonds, 41-59, 198-200, 227-231, 267-273 
                 
           26: The Volunteer Army
               
                 Class discussion of: 
                 James Aulich and John Hewitt, Seduction or Instruction? First World War Posters in
                    Britain and Europe
                 Peter Simkins, Kitchener's Army: The Raising of the New Armies, 1914-16
                 Quiz #1 (based on Aulich/Hewitt and Simkins) due in class
                                 
28-Feb. 6: Military Campaigns: Gallipoli, the Somme, and Passchendaele
         
                  John H. Murrow, Jr., The Great War: An Imperial History
                  Alison Wishart, “’As fit as fiddles’ and ‘as weak as kittens’:  the importance of food,
                     water, and diet in the Anzac campaign at Gallipoli”
                 Video clips to watch online: The Great War and the Shaping of the 20th Century:
                    Gallipoli and The Last Voices of the Great War

             9: The Home Front
 
                  Simmonds, 67-91, 193-220                                                

          
  

 Feb. 11: Women’s War Work

                 Simmonds, 129-135
                 Janet Watson, Fighting Different Wars: Experience, Memory, and the First World War in
                    Britain  
     
          13: Women’s War Work: Munitions

                 Background reading:  Simmonds, 171-187
                 Class discussion of:
                 Simmonds, 135-154
                 Angela Woollacott, On Her Their Lives Depend: Munitions Workers in the Great War
                 Quiz #2 (based on Simmonds, 135-154 and Woollacott) due in class

16 & 18: Disability and Provisions for Disabled Veterans

                Julie Anderson, War, Disability and Rehabilitation in Britain

         20: A Land Fit for Heroes? Issues for Veterans

                Class discussion of:   
                Jessica Meyer, Men of War: Masculinity and the First World War in Britain 
                Alistair Thomson, Anzac Memories: Living with the Legend
                Quiz #3 (based on Meyer and Thomson) due in class

 23 & 25: Commemoration of the Fallen
 
               Simmonds, 300-305
               Bob Bushaway, "Name Upon Name: The Great War and Remembrance"   

*****FEBRUARY 27: MIDTERM due by 11:59 p.m.

*****March 2-6:  NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK
            
      
   9 & 11: Aftermath—The Long Shadow of the Great War

                Simmonds, 282-300
                 Alex King, Memorials of the Great War in Britain: The Symbolism and Politics
                     of Remembrance
                 Gardiner, Introduction, 68-75

       13: Preparations for the ‘Next War’ and the Outbreak of War
 
             Gardiner, 1-14, 76-82, 102-110
                
 March 16: Evacuation  

                  Class discussion of:
                  Gardiner, 15-52
                  Quiz #4 (based on Gardiner) due in class
 
             18: Dunkirk

                  Gardiner, 190-215 
                  Imperial War Museum online materials

            20: Standing Alone   
     
                  Gardiner, 216-249, 302-329   

           23: The Battle of Britain 
 
                   Class discussion of:
                   RAF pilot accounts from the Imperial War Museum
                   Video: The Battle of Britain 

           25: The ‘Blitz’ of London (and other cities)

                  Gardiner, 330-366, 409-435

           27: The ‘Blitz’ of London  (con’t)             

                  Class discussion of:
                  Gardiner, 367-408
                  Tom Harrisson, Living Through the Blitz  
                  Quiz #5 (based on Gardiner and Harrisson) is due in class 
    
          30: The Battle in the Fields

                 Gardner, 160-167, 522-533

April 1 & 3: The War Economy: The Kitchen Front   
           
                     Gardiner, 167-189, 522-53
                     Ina Zweiniger-Bargielowska, Austerity in Britain:  Rationing, Controls, and 
                         Consumption in Britain, 1939-1955

     




April 6 & 8: The War Economy: Consumer Goods

                     Gardiner, 566-581, 588-604
                     Ina Zweiniger-Bargielowska, Austerity in Britain:  Rationing, Controls, and
                        Consumption in Britain, 1939-1955            
             
           10: The Fighting Front

                  Gardiner, 76-130, 611-630

           13: POWs in the Pacific
                       
                  Brian Macarthur, Surviving the Sword: Prisoners of the Japanese, 1942-1945
                  Ronald Searle, To the Kwai and Back:  War Drawings, 1939-1945
                  Class discussion of Macarthur and Searle
                  Quiz #6 (based on Macarthur and Searle) due in class

           15: A New World to Build: Post-War Hopes 

                 Gardiner, 581-587, 659-689
                 Wartime surveys/polls about Post-War Hopes and Social Reconstruction
           
    
     17-24: The End of the War and Social Reconstruction

                 Gardiner, 581-587, 659-689

           27: Review
   
           

*****MAY 1: FINAL EXAM due by 11:59 p.m.
