BALL STATE UNIVERSITY – DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

SOC 333 – Fall, 2025

Sociology of the Media                                Meets: Tuesday, Thursday 3:30-4:45pm
Instructor:  
Melinda Messineo    
E-mail:
mmessine@bsu.edu

Office: 

BB302

Phone:    285-5530

Office Hours:
Tues, 8:30-9:30am Wed 12-1pm Thursday 11-11:30am 


& by appointment Come visit me.  I love connecting with students.
Course Description - Describes, compares, and analyzes national and international media from a sociological perspective. Representations of race, class, and gender will be considered. The social effects of media will also be explored emphasizing the development of media literacy.
Classroom Participation  It is important that each student openly engage in the discussion of the major principles and concepts that will be presented throughout the semester.  This course will also give you an opportunity to evaluate your own perspectives and experiences within a sociological framework. 
Required Text – Online readings as assigned.  Students are required to read the designated assignments before each class and to come prepared to participate in open discussion of the reading material. This course uses a Third Way Civics discussion approach to connect students to primary sources.
Policy Statements

1. Please see me if you have any questions or if you are having problems in the course.  There are many things we can do to help you reach you goal if you contact me early enough in the semester. I am eager to celebrate your success!

2. We have lots to do this semester & each minute is precious so we will begin on time, and we are expected to stay for the entire class. If you must leave early, please let me know.
3. In case of an emergency, please e-mail me as soon as is reasonable.
4. This course syllabus provides a general plan for the course. Given the project-based nature of the class, deviations may be necessary.  In the case of an absence, it is your responsibility to find out what occurred in class and to obtain any resources or information you may have missed.  Contact me if you need assistance ‘filling the gaps”.
5. Concerned about a grade? Let’s chat. Written grade-change requests will be accepted up to one week following the closing of when the assignment is returned after being scored. Determinations will be made in writing within a week of receipt of the request.

6. The policies of Ball State University regarding sanctions for academic dishonesty will be followed.  Please see the university guidelines for more information.  Sometimes stress causes us to make decisions we later regret. Let me know if you are confused or need clarification.  You will be responsible for correctly citing all sources let me know you need help. See AI policy below. You can succeed! 
7. I will be using Canvas to post grades and distribute important information. Be sure you have an active BSU e-mail address which you check regularly.
8. Please let me know your preferred name and pronouns.
9. University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. Please do not hesitate to contact me.  I am eager to help. 
Assignments and Examinations

Weekly assignments
105 points             
Reading Note Cards
  75 points

12 quizzes/activities (drop 2)
 10 points each     
online and in-class, details in class
Udemy Learning Modules       50 points
                online, student choice, 2+ hours
Media Project
  
120 points             
descriptive handout will be provided

Mid-term Exam                      see contract
will cover readings and lecture material

Final Exam

see contract
will cover all readings and lecture material

Grading

Grade       Points
           Percentage               Grade            Points               Percentage

A
561-600



C
440-459

A-
540-560

90%

C-
420-439

70%

B+
520-539



D+
400-419

B
500-519



D
380-399

B-
480-499

80%

D-
360-379

60%

C+
460-479



F
359 or less
Career Readiness and Transferable Skills:

By the end of the term, students will demonstrate the following career readiness competencies and transferable skills. The career readiness competencies are from the National Association of Colleges and Employers, and are combined with a list of transferable skills that a degree in sociology provides. These competencies and skills are included here to help students articulate how the skills learned in this class translate to skills that employers are looking for in the job market. 

	Course Assignments:
	Related Career Readiness Competencies & Transferable Skills:

	Media Literacy Project

	Oral and Written communication
Teamwork/Collaboration
Global/Intercultural fluency
Digital Technology
Career Management
Professionalism/Work Ethic
	Critical thinking/Problem solving
Conduct research

Synthesize research findings

Perform statistical analyses and interpret data
Comprehend group dynamics & Social institutions

	Media Experience Weekly Assignments & Activities
	

	Critical thinking/Problem solving                  Oral and Written communication

Global/Intercultural fluency                           Digital Technology

	Reading Note Cards
	

	Global/intercultural fluency
Critical thinking/Problem solving
	Oral and Written communication
Synthesize research findings

	Quizzes, Mid-term and Final
	

	Critical thinking/problem solving

Oral and Written communication
	Digital Technology 

Synthesize research findings

	Udemy activities
	

	Career Management
	


Reading Quizzes and Activities: Our class time together is amazing when students have read the relevant readings each week before attending.  To encourage preparation, we will have in-class quizzes at the start of class to check for understanding and demonstrate your skills at integration, analysis, and application I will drop your two lowest quizzes. There can be more than one quiz in a single week (e.g., there can be a reading quiz and an in-class activity in the same week.) Attendance pays off in lots of ways!
High Impact Practices - This course utilizes a ‘high-impact practice’ as defined at https://www.aacu.org/ The specific practices in this course are: Collaborative Assignments, Undergrad research, Writing Intensive, and Diversity/Global Learning. 
Udemy Learning  Each student will identify 2 or more hours of Udemy Learning that you would personally like to pursue that is related to professional growth. https://ballstate.udemy.com/organization/onboarding/
Statement of Course Adaptations or Accommodations 
Please note, if you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have medical information to share, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please speak with me as soon as possible. I am committed to helping you obtain the tools necessary for reaching your goals in this course.
Topics and Readings Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Quizzes/Exams      Online            You Pick 
                                Readings         & Udemy              

                                                         Learning

	1
8/19-8/21
	Course Overview
	
	Pages 1-18
	

	2
8/26-8/28
	Media Effects

Media Literacy
	In-class reading quiz
	#4, 42 
	

	3
9/2-9/4
	Images of 
Bodies & Self
	In-class reading quiz
	 32, 33
	Udemy List

Check #1 9/4

	4
9/9-9/11
	Media Effects

Research Methods
	In-class reading quiz
	6, 27, 40
	You pick 2

reading

	5
9/16-9/18
	Images of physical & emotional connections
	In-class reading quiz
	8, Compass
	You pick 1

reading

	6

9/23-9/25
	Consumerism

Images of Class
	In-class reading quiz
	Online A
42
	You pick 1

reading

	7

9/30-10/2
	Images of Race/Ethnicity
	In-class reading quiz
	Online B
	You pick 2
reading

	8

10/7-10/9
	Fall Break 10/7*
	In-class reading quiz
	Online C
	

	9

10/14-10/16
	Media Ownership
	In-class reading quiz
	Online D, E
	You pick 2

reading

	10

10/21-10/23
	Midterm Review
	Midterm 10/23

	
	Udemy #2
10/24

	11

10/28-10/30
	Research Methods
	Pre/post-test final draft
	
	

	12

11/4-11/6
	Media Literacy, cont.
	
	
	

	13

11/11-11/13
	Presentations

	Pre-test and post-test
	
	

	14

11/18-11/20
	Data Entry & Analysis
	
	
	Udemy

Check 3

11/21

	15

11/25-11/27**
	Data Entry & Analysis
	Data Summary in class
	
	

	16

12/2-12/4
	Interpretation
	Final Write-up Due 12/5
	
	

	
	Finals
	Tuesday 12/9
	2:15-4:15 
	


Sept 1st Labor Day Oct 6-7* are Fall Break – no class. 

Oct 27th last day to Withdraw Nov 27th** is Thanksgiving – no class.

SOC 333 Sociology of Media Course Objectives

Objectives

1. Students will be able to use multiple sources of information to identify and critique the way a social issue of their choosing is framed within the media. The emphasis will be on the representations of race, class and gender.

2. Students will be able to assess the strengths weaknesses or various claims made about a specific topic specifically within the context race, class and gender related media representations.

3. Students will be able to analyze the ethical dilemmas presented by various claimsmaking strategies in the media.

4. Students will be able to identify and reflect upon their own values as they relate to the topic under consideration.

5. Students will be able to solicit, summarize and reflect upon the values of their respondents as they relate to the topic under consideration.

6. Students will be able to explain how future media actions will most likely impact the topic of inquiry.
7. Students will be able to create, implement, and assess a media literacy intervention.

8. Students will be able to read cultural texts at an advanced skill level.

9. Students will be able to identify the key arguments in a reading and identify its unique contribution to an argument.

10. Students will be able to describe and analyze the interconnections between media and other social institutions.

Additional Policy Statements

Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
Academic Integrity: Student Academic Ethics Policy:
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations are listed on our Canvas page in the assignments section.
Use of Generative AI: 
The use of Generative AI tools, including ChatGPT, is encouraged/permitted in this course for students who wish to use them as long as they are within the stated parameters of the course. You may choose to use AI tools to help brainstorm assignments or projects or to revise existing work you have written. However, you must cite any AI-generated material that informed your work. Using an AI tool to generate content without proper attribution constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. Additional guidelines for specific assignment AI use parameters will be provided on Canvas in the assignments section.

Resources for your success: Students can benefit from free tutoring and coaching at the Learning Center, writing practice and feedback at the Writing Center, mental health assistance at the Counseling Center, assistance with basic needs at the Basic Needs Hub, and public speaking assistance at the Speaking Center. Your success is our success and we are eager to help.

Potential Modifications: This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. Students will be informed via Canvas what the changes entail and next steps.

