 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1History 470: Senior Seminar
Spring 2026, 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. TR
Dr. Etcheson

Office: Burkhardt 218, ext. 5-8725, netcheson@bsu.edu
Office hours: 9-10:30 a.m. TR or by appointment
Communication:


Please contact me if you have questions or problems with an assignment or the course. Please let me know if there are personal issues that are keeping you from class or coursework. I may not need to know what those issues are, although in fairness to your fellow students, I may need documentation to excuse you from attendance. Bobby Knight said, the only place success comes before work is in the dictionary. You will have to do the work, but when life gets in the way of work, I cannot help you if I do not even know there is a problem.


Dr. Etcheson 

Course Description:


An investigation in some depth of a historical topic, culminating in an individual capstone project that demonstrates command of 1) historical research methods; 2) the relevant scholarly literature; 3) historical interpretations and analysis; 4) historical writing; and 5) public presentation of the research with feedback from professionals in the discipline.  Topics will vary by section and will be announced in advance by the instructor.  Required of all Concentration 1 majors.


The topic this semester will be the United States Civil War. The historical writing will be a 20-25 page research paper.

	UCC-21 Trans-
formations 
	Experience to 
Information 
	Information to Knowledge 
	Knowledge to 
Judgment 
	Judgment to Action 



	Cognitive Skills 
	1. Recognize the importance of context. 
	2. Analyze data to reveal existing patterns of information or to create new patterns.
	3. Use multiple sources of information and knowledge in forming judgments.
	4. Communicate effectively—in oral, visual, and written modes, and in more than one language (natural and/or symbolic). 


As an Undergraduate Research Course, this course has two Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):
1) Students will explain relevant issues within the context of the course or project.

2) Students will apply high-impact skill sets to their field of study.

Prerequisites: Completion of History 200 and senior standing or permission of the department chairperson.
Requirements:

Participation (10 pts. each), 100 pts.


You are not just writing a paper, you are helping your classmates write theirs. Your feedback when classmates present their work will be essential to others’ success. You will be asked to write comments of your classmates’ four presentations and will receive a grade for those comments. You will also complete six in-class assignments that will be worth points.
Required Meetings, 75 pts. (25 pts. each)

Students will meet with me monthly during the semester. 

Our meetings are an opportunity to discuss your paper’s progress and address any issues you are having in successfully completing the paper. Come prepared to describe what work you have accomplished and how your paper is developing. Most importantly, you should inform me of any problems and challenges you are facing, so that I can help you resolve those problems.

Although these meetings will be required at certain points in the semester, you are always welcome to come to me with questions and help with the course.
Topic Presentation, 50 pts.


A properly defined topic is essential to a successful research agenda. Your topic should be broad enough that you can find sufficient sources to write a 20-25 page paper, but you need to avoid encyclopedia-type topics. “African Americans in the Civil War” is so broad that your paper will be superficial. A topic, however, cannot be so narrow that there will be either too few sources or limited historical significance. Barton Mitchell was a corporal in the 27th Indiana who played a crucial role in the Battle of Antietam. His story is an interesting one, but there might not be sufficient sources and the significance would be more antiquarian than historical. 

Your first presentation will provide information about your topic. What is your topic? Why is it historically significant? What primary and secondary sources will you need to discuss your topic? At this point, you do not need to discuss specific sources—you will do that in the historiography and primary source presentations—but you should have an idea of the type of sources you will need. Plan on speaking for about ten minutes.
Historiography Presentation, 50 pts.

Historians are in conversation with each other. In order to understand the significance of your findings, you must understand the important work that has preceded yours. You will present on the important secondary works for your research topic to the class. What are the key interpretations of your topic? Be specific about authors and works that have advanced these interpretations, but do not give the audience a lengthy list. It is better to talk to the audience about the major secondary interpretations. The long list of sources can go in your bibliography. Plan on speaking for about ten minutes. 
Primary Sources Presentation, 50 pts.

Historical research is based on original sources. Although historiography is necessary for context, you must have sufficient primary sources to sustain your argument. A research paper whose argument is derived entirely or mainly from secondary sources is not acceptable work. You will present to the class on the primary sources you will be using in your research paper. Be specific about the sources, their potential uses and biases, and how they relate to your topic. Again, do not give the audience a lengthy list. It is better to talk to the audience in more depth about the major primary sources. The longer list of sources can go in your bibliography.  Plan on speaking for about ten minutes.

Peer Reviews (25 pts. each), 125 pts.

Each student will do four peer reviews of other students’ work. Your peer reviews will be graded on how helpful you are to the other student. Criticism is important, but remember that the purpose of the peer review is not to demonstrate your erudition or belittle your peers, but to aid them in their research and in formulating their arguments.
Paper Proposal and Annotated Bibliography, 100 pts.

Each student will write a one-two page proposal of their research paper with an accompanying annotated bibliography. The proposal explains the scope and importance of your project. Think of it as writing an advance version of your introduction. The annotated bibliography identifies the sources and their importance for your argument. You need to demonstrate that you have a viable topic, know the topic’s importance in your field, and have a clear understanding of the research materials available.
Reflective Statement, 50 pts.


As this is the senior capstone course, you are required to write a two-three page reflective essay addressing how you have developed and refined course-specific skills. The essay should address how your reading in secondary sources helped you identify key issues; how your analysis of primary sources helped you find evidence and develop an argument; how you incorporated feedback to strengthen your argument and writing; and how this class helped you develop historical skills. For further information on how to do the reflective essay, see the full instructions on Canvas.
Final Paper Presentation, 100 pts.

Each student will present his or her research to the class in a format approximating that of an academic conference. Students will have fifteen minutes to present (not read) their paper followed by a short question-and-answer session. For further information on how to do a paper presentation, see the full instructions on Canvas.

Research Paper, 300 pts.

The final product should be at least twenty pages of text, not including footnotes (or endnotes) and a bibliography. The paper will be graded on the clarity and importance of its thesis, the quality of evidence and argument, correct use of citations, and writing. 

Three helpful guides are posted on Canvas: “How to Structure and Organize Your Paper” from the University of Washington Writing Center; “Writing a Good History Paper” from Hamilton College; and “Documenting Sources” adapted from the Journal of American History style-sheet and Richard Marius and Melvin E. Page, A Short Guide to Writing about History (Boston, 2012).
Late Assignments:

Many assignments become irrelevant if turned in late. 
Presentations: You are expected to give your presentation on the day for which you signed up. If you are not able to present at that time, you will present if time is available on another day. If time is not available, you will receive a zero for your presentation.

Peer reviews: Peer reviews will not be accepted late. You may not participate in a peer review if you have not posted your material by the required time.

Meetings: If a student does not meet with the professor during the designated period for those meetings, they will not receive the points.
Paper Proposal and Annotated Bibliography: A late paper proposal and annotated bibliography will have ten points deducted and will not receive any points if it is turned in more than a week late. (You should turn it in anyway so as to receive feedback.)

Rough Drafts: Each late rough draft will result in ten points deducted from the final paper for each section of the draft that was late. No final paper will be accepted without a rough draft.

Final Paper and Reflective Essay: Late final papers will receive a twenty-point deduction and late reflective essays will receive a five-point deduction. They will not be accepted after 5 p.m. on the Friday of finals week. If you fail to turn in the final paper or reflective essay, you will receive a zero for that assignment.

Recommended Books available on Library Reading Lists (Course Reserves):


Allen C. Guelzo, Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and Reconstruction (New York, 2012).


Paul D. Escott, Rethinking the Civil War Era: Directions for Research (Lexington, Ken., 2018).


David M. Potter, The Impending Crisis, 1848-1861 (New York, 1976).


James M. McPherson, Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era (New York, 1988).


Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 (New York, 1988).
Recommended websites that include primary sources:
Official Records of the War of the Rebellion (available on the Cornell University Library Making of America website, http://cdl.library.cornell.edu/moa)


Valley of the Shadow project at the University of Virginia (http://valley. vcdh.virginia.edu)

Secession Era Editorials Project (http://history.furman.edu/editorials)


Clara Barton Papers at Library of Congress (http://www.loc.gov/collection/clara-barton-papers/about-this-collection/)


Gresham Family Material in the Lewis H. Machen Family Papers at Library of Congress (LeRoy Gresham was a Georgia man; http://www.loc.gov/collection/machen-family-papers/about-this-collection/) 


Charles Wellington Reed Papers at Library of Congress (Reed was a Massachusetts soldier; http://www.loc.gov/collection/charles-reed/about-this-collection/)

Library of Congress American Memory Collection (http://memory.loc.gov)


Freedmen and Southern Society Project (http://history.umd.edu/Freedmen/home.html)


Last Seen: Finding Family after Slavery (https://informationwanted.org/)


University of Michigan Making of America website (http://moa.umdl.umich.edu/)


Ball State University, Civil War resources from East Central Indiana (http://libx.bsu.edu/LSTA/LSTACivWar.html)


Civil War Sources: Soldier Studies (http://www.soldierstudies.org/) 


African American Civil War Soldiers (https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/usct/african-american-civil-war-soldiers/.) 


The Crisis of the Union: An Electronic Archive about the Causes, Conduct, and Consequences of the U.S. Civil War (http://dewey.library.upenn.edu/sceti/civilwar/)


Papers of Abraham Lincoln (http://www.papersofabrahamlincoln.org/)


Northern Visions of Race, Region, and Reform in the Press and Letters of Freedmen and Freedmen’s Teachers in the Civil War Era (http://faculty.assumption.edu/aas/default.html) 


Richmond Daily Dispatch, 1860-1865 (http://dlxs.richmond.edu/d/ddr/index.html) 


American Civil War Collections at University of Virginia (http://etext.virginia.edu/civilwar/) 


Civil War Diaries and Letters Digital Collections: Civil War Diaries Transcription Project at University of Iowa (http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cwd/transcripts.html )


Indiana Magazine of History Voices from the Past: Civil War Soldiers’ Letters and Dairies (http://www.iub.edu/~imaghist/online_content/vcsfrmpst/voices_cvlwr/index.html )


Documenting the American South (http://docsouth.unc.edu )


Civil War Letters, Diaries, Manuscripts of Virginia Military Institute (http://www.vmi.edu/archives.aspx?id=3945 )


American Civil War Letters and Diaries (available through Bracken Library’s on-line databases)


Civil War Era Collection of Gettysburg College (http://www.gettysburg.edu/library/gettdigital/civil_war/civilwar.htm )


The People’s Contest: A Civil War Era Digital Archiving Project by Penn State University Richards Center (http://peoplescontest.psu.edu/) contains letters and diaries and a database of Pennsylvania deserters.

eHistory Archives at Ohio State University (http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/letters/index.cfm) 

Digital Civil War Portal (http://american-south.org/collections/) 


Emilie Davis Diary (diary of a northern African American woman) (www.davisdiaries.villanova.edu) 


Civil War Military Front by Indiana Historical Society (www.indianahistory.org)  

Duke University, Confederate Imprints (https://archive.org/details/dulci&tab=collection?and[]=secession) 


Private Voices, Letters of Common Soldiers, http://altchive.org/private-voices/about/introduction 

Chronicling America, Library of Congress, Newspapers, https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
Civil War Governors of Kentucky Digital Documentary Edition (http://discover.civilwargovernors.org)

Civil War and Reconstruction Governors of Alabama (https://adhc.lib.ua.edu/cwrga-project/)

Civil War and Reconstruction Governors of Mississippi (https://cwrgm.org)

In addition to these websites, almost every state has a “memory” website (e.g., Indiana Memory, https://digital.library.in.gov/) that provides access to primary sources. You may also be able to find digital collections at the websites of state archives and state historical societies.
Attendance Policy: 
Students are expected to attend classes except for recognized absences for university-approved travel, bereavement, illness, or genuine emergencies. 

Students are responsible for informing the instructor in a timely manner of the reason for any absence. Students should assume that all due dates and course requirements still apply. 
Incompletes will not be granted, and work will not be accepted, in cases where the instructor has not been kept informed. If a student has been absent for three or more consecutive class periods, and has failed to communicate with the instructor, he or she will not be allowed to return to class or turn in assignments without the instructor’s permission.
Withdrawals:

The full-term course withdrawal period ends Thursday, March 19. Through this date, students can elect to withdraw from a course; this process is completed through Self-Service Banner. A “W” will appear on your records for the course. The instructors’ permission is not required. For details, see Degree Requirements and Time Limits in the current Undergraduate Catalog.

Grading Scale:


93-100%
A


67-69%
D+


90-92%
A-


63-66%
D



87-89%
B+


60-62%
D-


83-86%
B


0-59%

F


80-82%
B-


77-79%
C+


73-76%
C


70-72%
C-

Grades will be posted electronically on Canvas.

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books). 

· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 

· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 

· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 

· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 

· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing. 

· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 

· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

 

No Generative AI Use
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Canvas: Canvas will house much of this course’s content and be the site for paper submissions. If you should have any difficulties with the technology please contact the BSU help desk at (765) 285-1517; web site: https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk. 

Academic Assistance:  If a student needs any assistance with the course, he or she should first seek out the instructor. Ball State also offers strong support with the Learning Center (bsu.edu/learningcenter or 765-285-1006) and Writing Center (to schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter).

Disability Statement

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Classroom Courtesy: 
Because the success of this course will hinge on the free exchange of ideas and critiques, it will be imperative that everyone show civility and respect to one another. Please show up on time and come prepared to discuss the day’s work. Cell phones should be put away during class.  While laptops will be necessary, they should be used exclusively for this course during class time. No recording of the course or other students is permitted. 

Schedule of Classes and Assignments:


This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
Week 1
Jan. 6: Introduction
Jan. 8: How to do Research. Read Hamilton College Department of History, “How to Write a Good Research Paper,” pp. 5-9 (on Canvas).
Week 2

Jan. 13: Group work brainstorming topic ideas. For today, each student should have consulted the books on reserve at the library. Prepare a paragraph about your possible topic, its significance, and potential primary sources. Post your paragraph on the Canvas discussion thread by 10 a.m.
Jan. 15: Class with Bracken Library archivist, Lindsey Vesperry, in the Archives reading room on the second floor of Bracken Library. You can reach Ms. Vesperry during the semester at 765-285-3356 or lmvesperry@bsu.edu. 

Week 3: 
Jan. 20: Class with Joseph Roberts, Bracken Library, Room 225. Mr. Roberts is the Information Services Librarian and has History as one of his subject specialties. You can reach him throughout the semester at 765-285-3324 or jmroberts@bsu.edu. 

Jan. 22:  Meetings: students will sign up for individual meetings (in person or on Zoom). There will be no regular class today. 

Week 4: Informal Presentations of Topic
Jan. 27: Meetings: students will sign up for individual meetings (in person or on Zoom). There will be no regular class today.  
Jan. 29: You will give a brief (5-10 min.) overview of your topic. You need to show you understand the historical events, that you are framing the question you want to answer, and are aware of the sources you will need to make your argument. 

Week 5: 
Feb. 3: Finish topic presentations.

Feb. 5: Group work on historiography. For today, you should have begun to consult secondary works on your topic. Prepare a paragraph about the topic’s historiography including the two or three most important interpretations and preliminary ideas about how your treatment of the topic will add to the historiography. Post your paragraph on the Canvas discussion thread by 10 a.m.
Week 6: Historiography Presentations
Feb. 10 and 12: You will give a brief (5-10 min.) presentation of the historiography on your topic. You should not just list the books you will use, but also indicate the different interpretations on your topic and the important books and authors relating to your topic. How do you anticipate adding to the historiography?

Week 7: 
Feb. 17: Review “Guidelines on Plagiarism and Artificial Intelligence” and Turabian, Manual for Writers, chapter 4 (on Canvas) for in-class workshop on organizing research and taking notes.
Feb. 19: Meetings: students will sign up for individual meetings (in person or on Zoom). There will be no regular class today. 

Week 8: 
Feb. 24: Meetings: students will sign up for individual meetings (in person or on Zoom). There will be no regular class today.
Feb. 26: Group work on primary sources. For today, you should have begun to find primary sources for your topic. Prepare a paragraph about the primary sources including the two or three most important sources and preliminary ideas about how they will contribute to your paper. Post your paragraph on the Canvas discussion thread by 10 a.m.
Week 9: Primary Source Presentations
March 10 and 12: You will give a brief (5-10 min.) presentation of the primary sources you are using. You should be able to describe the types of sources you are using and the kind of information they will provide. Rather than list your sources, give examples of different types of sources with special attention to ones that may be most important for your topic. You should be able to explain how these sources will be used for your paper. 

Week 10
March 17: No class.
March 19: Peer Review of Paper Proposals and Annotated Bibliographies. 
1) Post your Paper Proposal and Annotated Bibliography on the Canvas discussion thread by 10 a.m. Title your document with your last name and title of the document, e.g., Smith Proposal and Ann. Bib. 

2) The Peer Review sheets will be available on Canvas. You will be assigned two of your classmates’ paper proposals/annotated bibliographies to review. Fill out a peer review sheet for each classmate.

3) By the end of class, post each review sheet, titled (Your Last Name) Review of (Last Name of Classmate You Reviewed) Proposal and Ann. Bib, to the discussion thread where the classmates you have reviewed can find them.

4) By the end of class, also post each review sheet on Canvas for the instructor to grade your peer reviews.

Week 11: 
March 24: Review “Documenting Sources” (on Canvas) for in-class workshop on footnotes and bibliography. Post your revised Paper Proposal and Annotated Bibliography to Canvas by 5 p.m.
March 26: Meetings: students will sign up for individual meetings (in person or on Zoom). There will be no regular class today. 

Week 12: 
March 31: Peer review of Rough Draft, pp. 1-5. 

1) Post your document on the Canvas discussion thread by 10 a.m. Title your document with your last name and title of the document, e.g., Smith Rough Draft, pp 1-5. 

2) The Peer Review sheets will be available on Canvas. You will be assigned two of your classmates’ rough drafts to review. Fill out a peer review sheet for each classmate.
3) By the end of class, post each review sheet, titled (Your Last Name) Review of (Last Name of Classmate You Reviewed) Rough Draft pp. 1-5, to the discussion thread where the classmates you have reviewed can find them.
4) By the end of class, also post each review sheet on Canvas for the instructor to grade your peer reviews.
April 2: Meetings: students will sign up for individual meetings (in person or on Zoom). There will be no regular class today.
 Post the revised Rough Draft, pp. 1-5 to by 5 p.m. 
Week 13: 
April 7: Peer Review of Rough Draft, pp. 5-10. 

1) Post your document on the Canvas discussion thread by 10 a.m. Title your document with your last name and title of the document, e.g., Smith Rough Draft, pp. 5-10. 

2) The Peer Review sheets will be available on Canvas. You will be assigned two of your classmates’ rough drafts to review. Fill out a peer review sheet for each classmate.
3) By the end of class, post each review sheet, titled (Your Last Name) Review of (Last Name of Classmate You Reviewed) Rough Draft pp. 5-10, to the discussion thread where the classmates you have reviewed can find them.
4) By the end of class, also post each review sheet on Canvas for the instructor to grade your peer reviews.
April 9: No class. Post the revised Rough Draft, pp. 5-10 to Canvas by 5 p.m. 
Week 14: 
April 14: Peer Review of Rough Draft, pp. 10-end. 

1) Post your document on the Canvas discussion thread by 10 a.m. Title your document with your last name and title of the document, e.g., Smith Rough Draft, pp. 10-end. 

2) The Peer Review sheets will be available on Canvas. You will be assigned two of your classmates’ rough drafts to review. Fill out a peer review sheet for each classmate.
3) By the end of class, post each review sheet, titled (Your Last Name) Review of (Last Name of Classmate You Reviewed) Rough Draft pp. 10-end, to the discussion thread where the classmates you have reviewed can find them.
4) By the end of class, also post each review sheet on Canvas for the instructor to grade your peer reviews.
April 16: No class. Post the revised Rough Draft to Canvas by 5 p.m.
Week 15: 
April 21: Peer Review of the Reflective Essay.

1) Post your document on the Canvas discussion thread by 10 a.m. Title your document with your last name and title of the document, e.g., Smith Reflective Essay, pp. 10-end. 

2) The Peer Review sheets will be available on Canvas. You will be assigned two of your classmates’ rough drafts to review. Fill out a peer review sheet for each classmate.
3) By the end of class, post each review sheet, titled (Your Last Name) Review of (Last Name of Classmate You Reviewed) Reflective Essay, to the discussion thread where the classmates you have reviewed can find them.
4) By the end of class, also post each review sheet on Canvas for the instructor to grade your peer reviews.
April 23: Final paper presentations. Students will have fifteen minutes to present their papers. Students should be able to state their thesis, explain their paper’s significance, and provide evidence to support their argument. PowerPoints are not required but may be used.

Finals Week

Thursday, April 30, noon to 2 p.m.: Finish paper presentations.
Research Paper (with unannotated bibliography) and Reflective Essay due on Canvas by 5 p.m.
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