


History 151, section 2				World Civilization I
Burkhardt bldg. 300				Tues. & Thurs. 2:00-3:15

Abel A. Alves						Office hrs.: Tues. & Thurs. 1-2 PM
aalves@bsu.edu					Burkhardt Bldg. 216
							also by office appointment & Zoom


Undergraduate Teaching Fellow:	DYLAN ROCHELLE
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A book that elaborates on themes pursued in this course is
Deep History: The Architecture of Past and Present, eds. Andrew Shryock & Daniel Lord Smail
(University of California Press, 2011).  More information available at https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520274624/deep-history. 

PROSPECTUS

	This section of History 151 is a survey of the development of human cultures and the interactions of those cultures from the dawn of our hominin subfamily in Africa to the early modern world and the birth of sustained Afro-Eurasian and American exchanges in the Atlantic World.	

While cultural diversity will not be ignored, much time will be spent studying the common tendencies and patterns revealed by diverse peoples.  Hierarchy, reciprocity, altruism, competition, cooperation, xenophobia and curiosity will all be studied as they appear in various forms across cultures.  We will explore that which makes us all human in a world that increasingly emphasizes differences based on signs, symbols and interpretations.

	Hopefully then, this course will engage you in a process of learning that will be of assistance throughout your life—especially as the interconnections of this planet, our global village, become more intense.  You will be exposed to common problems faced by humans in different historical and cultural settings, and you will be encouraged to consider others’ values, ideas and perspectives with sensitivity.  Human behavior will also be explored in an interdisciplinary way, and through exposure to the methods of history as a discipline. As a result, this course satisfies the University Core Curriculum objective of introducing you to Humanistic Ways of Knowing. This is also a University Core Curriculum Foundations Course for History.

	As students, you will be required to sharpen your critical skills through the exploration of verifiable evidence.  Your own intellectual perspectives, customs and traditions will not be enough as we try to arrive at the common underpinnings of different cultures’ different customs and traditions.  My lectures will serve as an outline for the course, and the majority of what you will need to succeed will be found in those lectures, but you will also be tested on material only found in the assigned readings.  

Finally, in addition to assisting you in finding a path to global citizenship, this course will hone a number of transferable skills. This course has deliberately focused on five competencies promoted by the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE—see document provided under “SYLLABUS” on our Canvas site):

1. Critical Thinking: These are skills essential to historians, detectives, lawyers, judges, insurance claims adjustors, and, indeed, anyone.  Your two in-class essays analyzing primary sources will ask you to write the narrative that makes the most sense of the evidence before you, making demands on the critical thinking/ problem solving skills appreciated by employers and graduate schools alike.
1. Communication: The written assignments will test your ability to communicate, as will classroom discussion.  The ability to present “your case” in writing and orally is again appreciated by employers and graduate programs alike.
1. Teamwork: Analysis in small groups of primary source documentation and historical interpretations will test your ability to arrive at consensus as a working team.  We historians too often think of our craft as a lonely one, but it is enhanced by multiple perspectives applied to the same evidence.  So are decisions in life.
1. Inclusiveness: Throughout the course, you will be exploring the perspectives of different individuals and cultures on the material world and just what it means to be a human.  This will provide multiple opportunities to understand the historical background of people from different perspectives and cultures, both locally and globally.  
1. Technology: During your two small group discussions in class, you will be required to ask an AI chatbot to respond to the discussion prompt and then go on to compare and contrast your group’s human perspectives to that given by the bot. This is done to develop critical thinking skills in the use of generative AI, which provides limited perspectives often based on evidence that is not presented transparently.

RESOURCES THAT MAY ASSIST YOU

There are many resources available at Ball State University to aid you in your current explorations in this course and others:

The Writing Center at Ball State offers free one-to-one writing feedback to all students in all classes. For a face-to-face or online appointment, students should sign up at the Writing Center website. On the website, students can also chat with a tutor, find writing resources, and discover information about other services offered by the Writing Center. 

The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses on campus, including history, the other social sciences and humanities, the natural sciences, modern languages, math and business.  Skilled tutors can help with any writing task and study strategies such as time management, test taking, note taking and effective textbook reading.  Tutoring hours are Monday-Thursday, 10 AM-8 PM, and Friday, 10 AM-2 PM.  Call 765-285-1006 or visit NQ 350 to make an appointment to meet with a tutor.

The Career Center at Ball State helps you to recognize the skills that you have, explore career options, build work experience and make the transition from the classroom to the professional world.  Your Ball State career professionals are found in Lucina Hall Room 220 and can be contacted by phone at 765-285-1522.  
It is also highly recommended that you view a class discussion held one year ago, featuring History Department Alumni who have gone on to careers you might not consider typical of history majors, or changed rewarding careers midstream. Geoff Jolliff is a Senior Insurance Claims Professional, Allison Tourville is a Senior Digital Strategist with Allen Family Philanthropies and Michelle Fullenkamp has been a museum educator, teacher and academic advisor. You can find the one-hour-and-fifteen-minute video recording at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoyVWpH3GwM. 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

There are also a number of very helpful writing guides available online.  Help may be found at:

The Chicago Manual of Style Online: https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html. 

Penn State University Libraries, Citation and Writing Guides: https://guides.libraries.psu.edu/CitationStyles. 

Please also do take advantage of the wonderful resources available online where primary sources are concerned (e.g., http://www.hathitrust.org/; https://www.gutenberg.org/; https://archive.org; http://books.google.com/).  

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

GRADING

3 in-class quizzes= 					300 points			
2 in-class essays=  					300 points
2 Note summaries from group discussions=		200 points
							800 points

Your ability to meet course objectives will be assessed through your analysis of true/false statements on the quizzes and two brief in-class, handwritten essays. Two small group discussions in advance of each of the essays will provide you with an opportunity to accumulate hard examples and evidence to support interpretive claims made in your essays.

Please never hesitate to contact me during office hours or via e-mail.  I will generally respond to e-mails within 24 hours, and if my scheduled office hours are not convenient, please arrange to make an appointment with me at a mutually convenient time.  Zoom may be used for appointments.

Attendance will only be taken the first few weeks of class to determine an accurate class record.  Then, it will periodically be taken by means of assignments.  Canvas usage is also monitored. 
Although grading will not be directly tied to attendance, the vast majority of examination material will be from lecture and discussion in class.  Therefore, a lack of attendance is usually reflected in the grade received.

BOOKS

Required:
		Murasaki Shikibu.  The Diary of Lady Murasaki (Penguin, 2005).
		Stuart B. Schwartz and Tatiana Seijas, editors. Victors and Vanquished: 				Spanish and Nahua Views of the Fall of the Mexica Empire 				(Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2018).  
	
Optional:
Merry Wiesner-Hanks, et al. A History of World Societies, vol. 1: To 1600.  		Twelfth ed. (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2021).
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Taï Chimpanzee Mother Cracks a Coula Nut While Her Infant Watches
Boesch Photo Available at the Website of the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, https://www.eva.mpg.de/primat/research-groups/human-and-chimpanzee-natural-cognition/. 

SYLLABUS
WEEK I:
	Aug 25:  What Is History? Human Evolution I
	Aug 27:  Human Evolution II & the Origins of Agriculture
	REQUIRED READINGS: 
· Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, “Human Evolution Evidence,” Smithsonian Institution Human Origins Website (https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence): especially “Human Fossils: Species” (https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/human-fossils/species); “Genetics” (https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/genetics) & “Primate Behavior” (https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/primate-behavior).  
· Pew Research Center, “Religious Groups’ Views on Evolution,” Pew Research Center Website (February 3, 2014), https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2009/02/04/religious-groups-views-on-evolution/. 
· Science Daily, “Platypus Genome,” www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/05/080507131453.htm. 
OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 1, Earliest Human Societies   
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Relief Identifying Enheduanna.  
University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology.  Available at https://www.penn.museum/collections/object/293415. 

WEEK II:
	Sept 1:  Southwest Asia & North Africa: Sumer and Ancient Egypt
	Sept 3:  Israel and Judah: Between Egypt and Mesopotamia
 	REQUIRED READINGS: 
· Excerpt from Yuval Noah Harari, “History’s Biggest Fraud,” in Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind (New York: Harper Collins, 2015).  Available at https://www.ynharari.com/topic/ecology/.
· “Agricultural Revolution: Great Power, Great Consequences”—Ian Bremmer interviews Yuval Noah Harari. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bh6PXGDNOyE. 
· Sophus Helle, “Poet of Impermanence,” Aeon (28 July 2023), available at https://aeon.co/essays/ancient-sumerian-poetry-turns-instability-into-cosmic-insight?utm_source=pocket-newtab. 
· Joshua J. Mark, “Hatshepsut,” World History Encyclopedia, available at https://www.worldhistory.org/hatshepsut/. 
OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 2, SW Asia & the Nile Valley
	
WEEK III:
	Sept 8: Vedic Age India and the Origins of Hinduism
	Sept 10:  Quiz 1 & the Origins of Buddhism
	REQUIRED READINGS: 
· Dhammapada, trans. F. Max Müller (19th century): chapter xiv, “The Buddha (The Awakened); chapter xv, “Happiness”: chapter xvii, “Anger.”  All available at https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dhammapada_(Muller). 
OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 3, Foundation of Indian Society & chapter 7, East Asia and the Spread of Buddhism

WEEK IV:
Sept 15:  The Origins of Buddhism & Classical China
	Sept 17:  The Origins of Classical China: Daoism & Confucianism
	REQUIRED READINGS: 
· Confucius, The Analects, trans. and ed. James Legge: Book XII, “Yen Yuan.” Available online at Project Gutenberg, https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/3330.
· Dao de jing, trans. and ed. Robert Eno (2016), start 12/37; pp.10-17.  Available on Canvas.
OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 4, China’s Classical Age

WEEK V:
	Sept 22: From Minoan Crete to the Classical Greek Polis & the Hellenistic World
	Sept 24:  Classical Greek Culture & Philosophy
	REQUIRED READINGS:  
· Aristotle, The Politics, Book I, 1252a-1253a, available at https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0058%3Abook%3D1%3Asection%3D1252a.
· Mark Cartwright, “Athenian Democracy,” World History Encyclopedia, available at https://www.worldhistory.org/Athenian_Democracy/.  
OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 5, The Greek Experience
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Equestrian Stature of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, c. 175 CE
Available at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equestrian_Statue_of_Marcus_Aurelius. 





WEEK VI:
	Sept 29:  Rome, from Republic to Empire
	Oct  1:  The Rise of Christianity and the Late Empire
	REQUIRED READINGS: 
· Wikipedia, “Historical Background of the New Testament.”
OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 6, The World of Rome
	
WEEK VII:
	Oct 6:  Tang China & Heian Japan—Empress Wu & Lady Murasaki Shikibu	
	Oct 8: Quiz 2 & The Diary of Lady Murasaki Lecture
REQUIRED READINGS:   
· The Diary of Lady Murasaki—ALL. 
OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 12, State & Culture in East Asia
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Ceramic Female Polo Player, Tang Dynasty, c. 700-750 CE
Available at https://www.asianstudies.org/publications/eaa/archives/wu-zhao-ruler-of-tang-dynasty-china/. 

WEEK VIII:
	Oct 15:  The Diary of Lady Murasaki—Group Discussion
	REQUIRED READINGS: 
· The Diary of Lady Murasaki—ALL.

WEEK IX:
	Oct 20: In-class essay on The Diary of Lady Murasaki
	Oct 22: The Rise of Islam
	REQUIRED READINGS:
· Gabriel Said Reynolds, “Heaven, Hell, and Non-Muslims in the Qur’an,” Yale University Press Website (March 19, 2020), available at https://yalebooks.yale.edu/2020/03/19/heaven-hell-and-non-muslims-in-the-quran/. 
	OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 9, The Islamic World
	



WEEK X:
	Oct 27: Classical Islam
	Oct 29: European Feudalisms & the Crusades
	REQUIRED READINGS:
· Mark Cartwright, “Feudalism,” World History Encyclopedia, available at https://www.worldhistory.org/Feudalism/. 
OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 14, Middle Ages 800-1450

WEEK XI:
	Nov 3:  African Societies and Kingdoms I
	Nov 5:  African Societies and Kingdoms II
	REQUIRED READINGS: 
· Watch “The Sunjata Story: Glimpse of a Mande Epic,” sung by Hawa Kassé Mady Diabaté with accompaniment on the balafon by Fodé Lassana Diabaté and poetic translation by Chérif Keïta of Carleton College (October 2014 at Cape Breton University, Canada), available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOS78ul1_rA. 		
	OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 10, African Societies and 	Kingdoms


[image: https://images.metmuseum.org/CRDImages/ao/original/DP231460.jpg]
Queen Mother of Benin, ivory pendant mask, 16th cent.
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/318622

WEEK XII:
	Nov 10:  From Paleoamericans and to Pre-Classical Cultures
	Nov 12:  From the Nazca & Moche to Tawantinsuyu and the Olmecs & Maya to 	Anahuac
REQUIRED READINGS: 
· Emily Wakild, “Learning from the Llama: On the Broad Contours of Cultural Contributions and Geographic Expansions,” História, Ciências, Saúde- Manguinhos 28, supplement (December 2021): 141-159.  Available on Canvas.
	OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 11, The Americas
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Kublai Khan & Chabi hunting (painting by Liu Guandao, c. 1280)
Available at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liu_Guandao.  


WEEK XIII:
	Nov 17: Afro-Eurasian Trade & the Silk Road I
	Nov 19: Afro-Eurasian Trade & the Silk Road II
	REQUIRED READINGS: 
· Begin Schwartz and Seijas, Victors and Vanquished.
	OPTIONAL: History of World Societies, chapter 16, Global Contact 1450-1600

WEEK XIV:
	Nov 24: Quiz 3 
	REQUIRED READINGS:  
· Continue Schwartz and Seijas, Victors and Vanquished.

WEEK XV:
	Dec 1: The Fall of the Mexica Empire I
	Dec 3: The Fall of the Mexica Empire II
	REQUIRED READINGS: 
· Complete Schwartz and Seijas, Victors and Vanquished.
	OPTIONAL: Alves, “Food” from Brutality and Benevolence (Greenwood, 1996)
Alves, “The Nature of Exploration,” Terrae Incognitae (December 2025)
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Indigenous American view of Spanish forces on the Move, including Malintzin, Hernando Cortés & Juan Garrido, from the Indigenous Codex Azcatitlan.  
Available at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Malinche. 


FINAL EXAM WEEK:

FINAL EXAM on Thursday, December 10 from 12:00 to 2:00 PM 
Small group discussion of Victors and Vanquished to be followed by a one-hour in-class essay on the assigned readings.
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