EDEL 699 									
Practicum									
Fall 2026									

This course is designed to either:
1) satisfy the requirements to convert an Indiana Rules 46-47 license in Elementary Education (1-6) to a Rules 2002 license (K-6), or
2) as one of the requirements to add an early childhood license to an Indiana K-6 license.
This course uses an independent study format and focuses on either kindergarten or early childhood content, based on individual student needs. Due dates will be identified by the student but may be flexible the approval of the instructor.
Textbook:
Christakis, E. (2016). The importance of being little.  Penguin.
IT IS UP TO THE STUDENT TO COMPLETE THE FOUR (4) ASSIGNMENTS LISTED BELOW, MEETING ALL THE REQUIREMENTS LISTED IN THE ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS, AND DEMONSTRATING AN UNDERSTANDING OF COURSE CONTENT.  BECAUSE THIS IS AN INDEPENDENT STUDY COURSE, IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO CONTACT THE COURSE INSTRUCTOR WITH QUESTIONS.
Note: Submit all assignments through the course that is set up in Canvas.
Assignments #1 & 2:  Observation and Participation
       (minimum of 60 minutes/week for 10 weeks)

1. Observe and participate weekly in either a kindergarten or early childhood classroom (depending on your purpose for taking the class) for a minimum of 60 minutes per week.  It would be advisable to observe in the same classroom for the full 60 minutes over an extended period of time (minimum of 10 weeks).  THE STUDENT WILL IDENTIFY THE LOCATION FOR THE PRACTICUM AND SUBMIT THE INFORMATION TO THE INSTRUCTOR THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASS.

Complete a written reflection for each week that you observe, documenting WHAT you saw and an explanation of HOW it relates to what you’ve learned or observed about this grade level.  Submit your reflections/ observations in Canvas. 

2. Make arrangements to plan and implement 6 lessons/activities sometime during the semester – these can occur during your observation time.  Each lesson must be approved by the classroom teacher, correlate with the curriculum, and can be written for large or small groups or individual children.  Submit lesson plans and a reflection for each after the lessons are taught.  Reflections should include a description of the lesson (for me), the students' responses, your interpretation, and any connections to your professional readings or knowledge developed during this course.  These are separate from your 10 observations and should be submitted as you complete them.  

10 observations @ 20 points each 		200 points; 
6 lesson reflections @ 20 points each 	120 points; 
total 	 					320 points

Assignment #3:  Self-Reflections

This assignment provides an opportunity for you to reflect on your own practice, using videos of your teaching and with reference to the book you are reading, The Importance of Being Little.  Make arrangements to video two (2) of your teaching episodes. Check into school policies for videotaping and ensure the teacher and administration that the videos will be used only for personal reflection and WILL NOT be viewed by others.  Before you view the videos, write a brief description about the core values that drive your actions in the classroom and submit these core beliefs in Canvas (due _______ - one week prior to your first recorded lesson).  
View the video(s) and reflect on what you see, not what you think you do.  Do your actions support your beliefs about teaching and learning?  How do you know?  What will you do as a result of your findings?  Do your actions correlate with what you know about young children and learning?  How does what you see in your video related to the reading you are doing in the assigned book?  I won’t see the videos, just the reflection pieces submitted to Canvas.  Submit statement on core values and first reflection on chapters 1-4 by Sunday, _______; second self-reflection on chapters 5 - 8 is due by Sunday, ________; third reflection on chapters 9 - 11 is due by Sunday, ___________. (each reflection = 50 points; total 150 points) [Student will include these dates in their timeline.]
Assignment #4:  Semester Synthesis
Prepare a personal response paper to synthesize the semester (3-5 pages). Identify new learning, goals for continued professional growth, and strategies to meet these goals. Due by the last day of class, Monday, April 27.  (50 points)

Grading Scale:
      The following grading scale will be used for this class.
	94 - 100%	A				74 - 76 	C
	90 - 93	A-				70 – 73	C-
	87 - 89	B+				67 - 69	D+
	84 - 86	B				64 - 66	D
	80 - 83	B-				60 - 63	D-
	77 - 79	C+				below 59	F

There are 520 total points available for this course. Grades will be posted in Canvas.
Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.


Policy/Procedure Statements:
I know that you probably have seen (or will see) these on all of your course syllabi, 
but it is still important to review them for every class. Faculty members
may add or change information to fit the specific courses they teach.

Course Policies
Attendance Policy 
Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in course activities at least once each week. Be sure to complete your coursework as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course. You must be constantly aware of the deadlines and meet those deadlines. This is an independent study course, so you MUST work along at a pace that allows you to complete the work during the course of the semester.

Course Content Ownership 
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or The Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy.
https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public=true  
Any violations will be referred to Dr. Charles Cherry, Interim Director of Student Conduct and Assistant Dean of Students.

Engagement Expectations
To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules:
· Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs.
· Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively.
· Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak.
· Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion. 
· Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work without permission.
· Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep feedback constructive.

Generative AI Statement
During this class, we may use ChatGPT or other generative AI applications. However, all work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course

The Unexpected: Contact me as soon as possible if an emergency arises or if you know ahead of time an official school activity will prevent you from attending class and or completing assignments as expected. 


Standard Oral and Written English
Students are expected to use standard written and oral English for all assignments. A 
portion of your grade for each assignment will be based on mechanics of writing (grammar, punctuation, spelling, organization of ideas, etc.). ALL work is expected to be of graduate- level quality.


UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Academic Ethics Policy 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

FERPA and Privacy
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 

Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Grade Appeal Policy  
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.


UNIVERSITY RESOURCES AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE

Additional Resources: If you need additional assistance for course requirements, please seek appropriate resources such as myself or university programs (see below).

The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

The Counseling Center 
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.

The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. 

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 

Technology HelpDesk/ Canvas Support: 
If you have technical questions and need assistance, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk web site has answers to many common questions: https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk?id=helpdesk_home.  The helpdesk can be contacted at:  1-765-285-1517 or Toll-Free 1-866-771-3276, or by email at helpdesk@bsu.edu. For hours of phone or walk-in assistance, see https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk?id=contact_us   In addition, Canvas support is available 24/7. The Canvas hotline is 1-833-737-0515.

The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 

Canvas Accessibility
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. 
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT). 
NBPTS Standards
GEN.EC.I  Understanding Young Children
Accomplished early childhood teachers use their knowledge of child development and their relationships with children and families to understand children as individuals and to plan in response to their unique needs and potentials.

GEN.EC.II  Equity, Fairness, and Diversity
Accomplished early childhood teachers model and teach behaviors appropriate in a diverse society by creating a safe, secure learning environment for all children by showing appreciation of and respect for the individual differences and unique needs of each member of the learning community; and by empowering children to treat others with, and to expect from others, equity, fairness, and dignity.

GEN.EC.IV  Promoting Child Development and Learning
Accomplished early childhood teachers promote children’s cognitive, social, emotional, physical, and linguistic development by organizing and orchestrating the environment in ways that best facilitate the development and learning of young children.

GEN.EC.V  Knowledge of Integrated Curriculum
On the basis of their knowledge of how young children learn, of academic subjects, and of assessment, accomplished early childhood teachers design and implement developmentally appropriate learning experiences that integrate within and across the disciplines.

GEN.EC.VII  Family and Community Partnerships
Accomplished early childhood teachers work with and through families and communities to support children’s learning and development.

GEN.EC.IX  Reflective Practice
Accomplished early childhood teachers regularly analyze, evaluate, and synthesize to strengthen the quality and effectiveness of their work.

Crises
If you or someone you know needs to speak with someone about a mental health crisis (e.g., thoughts of suicide or self-harm, severe depression, panic attacks or anxiety attacks, etc.) contact the following resources:
· National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-273-TALK
http://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
chat feature available via web: http://chat.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/GetHelp/LifelineChat.aspx
· Crisis Text Line: text “GO” to 741741
http://www.crisistextline.org/textline/
· National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233
http://www.thehotline.org/
· RAINN: Rape, Abuse, Incest National Network: 1-800-656-4673
Chat feature available via web: https://www.rainn.org/index.php
· Trevor Project: 866-488-7386
crisis support for GLBTQ people: http://www.thetrevorproject.org/
· Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255
Chat and text options available via web: https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
· Meridian Health Services Crisis Line: 800-333-2647 or 765-286-1695 (For Local Students)
Delaware County and Muncie community mental health agency: https://www.meridianhs.org/Contact
· A Better Way Crisis Line: 800-347-1144 or 765-288-HELP (4357) (For Local Students)
Shelter and services for victims of domestic violence, transitional housing, advocacy for victims of sexual assault: http://abetterwaymuncie.org/crisis-line/


