
SPAA 418 

Introduction to Organic and Neurogenic Speech and Language Disorders 

Spring Semester 2026
	Instructor: Melissa McGrath, PhD, CCC-SLP; Speech Pathology & Audiology (SPAA) 
Ball State University, Muncie 47306

	Email: mamcgrath@bsu.edu
	Telephone: (765) 285-8163

	Meeting Times: T/R 12:30- 1:45 p.m.
	Office: HB 408

	Meeting Location: HB 205
	Mailbox: HB 402

	Graduate Assistant: Sena Martin, SLP graduate student
	Office Hours: Mon-Friday by appointment (please email to schedule)


Assigned Final exam time: Tuesday April 28 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

An overview of speech and language disorders resulting from neurogenic and organic etiologies. Topics covered include: stroke, brain injury, dementia, neurodegenerative diseases, cleft palate, functional voice disorders and dysphagia. Prerequisites: SPAA 161 and SPAA 361.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

The primary purpose of this course is to provide background information about organic/ neurogenic etiologies and how they relate to the role of the speech-language pathologist and audiologist.  This course is not intended to provide specific skills in therapeutic management of the disorders.  This course is best viewed as a course in the fundamentals necessary for more specialized courses provided in graduate courses. At the completion of this course, students will be able to:
a. Apply knowledge of anatomy and physiology of the central nervous system (CNS) as it contributes to the presentation of neurogenic and organic disorders. (Evidence obtained through exams, assignments, group participation)

b. Identify the pathologies associated with damage to the CNS and how these pathologies affect clients from diverse cultural backgrounds and across the lifespan (exams, student participation, assignments)

c. Discuss the fundamentals of the most prevalent organic & neurogenic communication disorders (exams, assignments, research review)
d. Describe the etiologies, diagnosis, management, behaviors/symptoms, and role of the audiologist and/or speech-language pathologist with the discussed pathologies (exams, student participation, assignments)
MATERIALS

To be discussed the first class.  
Required for clinical observations: 
Student membership to Master Clinician Network (cost $54- auto renews- only needed for this semester) 

Please reach out if this may present a hardship for you or any assistance is needed in obtaining this membership
Recommended though not required—

Introduction to neurogenic and organic disorders for the speech-language pathology and audiology student, McGrath, 2016.  ISBN 978-1-284-00794-7.
You may also find beneficial, or can be used instead of the above listed text—

Introduction to Neurogenic Communication Disorders.  Manasco, M. Hunter.  Jones & Bartlett.  2021.  
Additional readings and references will be posted on Canvas and assigned for relevant topics throughout the course.
METHODS OF EVALUATING STUDENT PERFORMANCE
1. There will be a minimum of four exams covering each of the topic areas.  Exam dates will be announced at least one week prior to the test date.  EXAMS CAN ONLY BE TAKEN ON THE ASSIGNED DATES (see below).  A ZERO WILL BE ENTERED FOR ANY MISSED EXAMS. Exams are timed and will utilize Respondus Lockdown Browser and Monitor.  If you have never used Respondus it is highly recommended that you download this prior to exam day.
2. Exams will cover class lectures, handouts, readings, and class discussions.  Based upon class needs, there may be periodic “mastery checks” to ensure understanding of material from exams. 

3. Notes outlines will be posted prior to each class.  Students are responsible for obtaining information if they miss class.  I am not responsible for helping you get missed lecture notes or handouts unless the absence is an excused absence. Attendance will be taken each class and is highly recommended.  Attendance and participation in class discussions will be considered at the end of the semester if your final grade is borderline.
4. Assignments:  There will be 3 observations write-ups & 1 research paper.  Additional small assignments will be posted throughout the semester.  Instructions will be provided for each assignment.  Late assignments MAY be accepted depending on personal circumstances.  Ten percent is deducted for each day they are late. 
ASSIGNMENTS:  Specifics for each assignment will be provided 
1. You will complete three observations of individuals presenting with a neurogenic or organic disorder.  Each observation will be completed via Master Clinician Network.  You will write a 2-3 page reflection paper for each observation.  These observations will count towards your mandatory hours needed for ASHA.  Points = 25 for each reflection paper
2.  You will write a research paper on a neurogenic/organic disorder of your choosing – 2 research articles will be chosen, read, and summarized.  Only reputable, peer reviewed, scholarly journals are acceptable.  Research summary should be approximately 3-5 pages in length.  Points = 100
 
3.  Additional small assignments will be posted throughout the semester to ensure integration 

            of course material.  Instructions will be provided for each assignment.  
Grades will be based on the following: Subject to change—additional opportunities for extra points will be offered throughout the semester—Dates for exams are tentative and will be confirmed at least one week prior to each exam.
	Exams (4)
	450

	Observations (3)
	75

	Research summary
	100

	Additional assignments, including mastery checks
	Minimum 75


GRADING SCALE
	A
	95-100%

	A-
	90-94%

	B+
	88-89%

	B
	82-87%

	B-
	80-81%

	C+
	78-79%

	C
	72-77%

	C-
	70-71%

	D+
	68-69%

	D
	62-67%

	D-
	60-61%

	F
	59% or lower


TOPIC OUTLINE
The following is a TENTATIVE sequential outline of expected topics.  Dates and topics may be revised based on class needs throughout the semester.
Unit 1 (Exam 1- 100 points)
A. Differentiating organic and neurogenic disorders

B. Scope of clinical practice in organic disorders of communication

C. Legal aspects of communication disorders

D. Focal damage to the brain

E. CVA/ Stroke

F. Aphasia

G. Apraxia & Dysarthria 

H. Assessment & Treatment

Unit 2 (EXAM 2 – 100 points)
A. Diffuse damage to the brain/ Neurocognitive disorders

B. MCI 
C. Alzheimer’s Disease

D. Parkinson Disease

E. Multiple Sclerosis

F. Frontal-temporal dementia/ PPA
G. Huntington’s Disease 
H. Other neurodegenerative diseases

I. Assessment & Treatment

Unit 3 (Exam 3 – 100 points)
A. Communicative- cognitive disorders 
B. Traumatic brain injury
C. Cerebral Palsy
D. Assessment and Treatment
Unit 4 (Final exam – 150 points- includes cumulative portion of exam)
A. Cleft Lip and Palate
B. Craniofacial anomalies
C. Genetic Syndromes/ Sequences

D. Neurogenic and Functional Voice Disorders

E. Assessment and Treatment

F. Course review and integration
COURSE POLICIES
1. Class attendance, participation, and punctuality will be noted each class and will be rewarded if your final grade is borderline.
2. Please be respectful of other classmates and the instructor by refraining from extraneous talking with your neighbors during class.  Please refrain from texting, e-mail, and non-course related computer use during class times as well. 
3. Consider yourself a PROFESSIONAL student.  All of your actions directly impact your professional image and knowledge base.  Classes are lecture style but informal- please feel free to ask questions and add relevant information to discussions at any time. Student participation is highly encouraged. Class should be a time refine your own communication skills as future professionals in SLP/ Audiology. 
4. Exams, assignments, and research paper will cover lectures, class discussions, handouts, extra readings, and presentations. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to make up for missed notes and handouts. Summaries of notes will be provided on Canvas prior to each class or unit.  This is dependent upon the current level of class participation within each unit and will continually be re-evaluated as the semester progresses.
5. Any concerns regarding your performance, grade, or other relevant issues should be addressed with the instructor by appointment as soon as possible.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND STATEMENTS
University Statement:  We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
Freedom of Expression:  In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

Title IX:  Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,

· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.

· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

Student Academic Ethics Policy: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 

· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 

· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 

· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 

· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 

· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 

· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 

· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

No Use of Generative AI Permitted 

· All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. 
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. 

Disability Services 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

The Counseling Center 
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.

The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

Canvas Accessibility
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. 

Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT). 

FERPA and Privacy
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 
Please note: The course schedule and policies are subject to change based upon class needs.  Any changes will be announced in class and/or Canvas.
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