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[bookmark: _Course_Description][bookmark: _Course_Description_&]THEA 317 Course Description & Methodology

THEA 317, Pre-modern Theatre History, is the study of the history of theatre from its origins through 1800, with emphasis on historical contexts, production elements, theory, and representative dramatic literature.  (3 hours credit)
Theatre 317 is a course about faraway people and long-ago times. This may make our studies seem dusty, antiquated, strange, inaccessible. They aren’t. I will work as hard as I can to show you how these worlds we study are accessible, dynamic, real, interesting, and most importantly, relevant. Open your brain to these ideas. Meet me in the middle.
We’ll read a lot. Plays. Articles and selections from books. Things written during the era and things written by historians looking back on the era. Get used to it. Do the reading. 
This course will require you to become wise in the ways of the world, what it used to be like and how it got to be the way it is today: Kings, queens, gods, laws, inventions, wars, and everyday women and men. Who walked around these worlds and what did they think and feel about...everything? After you leave Ball State, you’ll be out in the world where smart people will talk to you about all kinds of things. Be able to keep up.
This course will also ask you to become wise in the way of your craft:  Where it came from, who changed it, who wrote the big plays, who came up with the new ideas, and where they did so, and why, and how they got away with changing the world through theatre. After you leave Ball State, you’ll be working in the world of theatre, so you’d better know where it came from. You'll most likely find yourself with opportunities to work on at least a few plays from the eras we'll explore; the more you know about them, the more likely you are to get the job.
How will you do these things? You’ll read, as mentioned. But you’ll also be asked to be a thoughtful, articulate human being in a (virtual) room with others, talking intelligently about what you know. You’ll go to the library and do research, become a historian, write a term paper. You’ll flex your creative muscles too, telling me a story of some of these people, people a lot like you, but different, too, who sat hundreds or thousands of years ago and watched these plays.
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By the end of this course, the successful student will be better able to:

· To become a smarter human being when making theatre and talking about it. 
· To get to know the lovely complexity of creative and philosophical ideas that shaped theatre from its origins to 1800. 
· To learn the “most important” plays in theatre history so that you can talk about them, act in them, direct them, design them, dramaturg them, etc. 
· To get inside the heads of the people who made and saw theatre in these eras, understanding how their daily historical reality impacted them. 
· To be able to consider a thing, take it in, think about it, analyze it and talk about it. Any. Thing. 
· To work on becoming an excellent researcher and writer. Yes, about theatre history, but also about anything in the entire universe. 
· AND A COURSE OBJECTIVE YOU WEREN’T EXPECTING: To learn to work quickly and under pressure. One semester is an extremely short time in which to cover this material, especially online. Stay on task. Learn to manage your time, because there is precious little of it and it goes by very quickly.

Course Content and Format
[bookmark: _A._Required_Materials]A. Required Materials
Required Textbook
There are no required textbooks for this course.
Required Equipment
This online class uses the BSU Canvas interface to deliver instruction. Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary. Ball State University provides resources to assist you. Please note: a lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work. It is your responsibility to make sure your equipment is in working order before assignments are due.
Technical Equipment:
In order for you to be successful in this type of course (e.g. asynchronous online delivery, distance education), you will need the technology listed in the “Technology for Online and Distance Education Students."
· A BSU email account
· High-speed Internet access
· A Web Cam will be needed for taking the midterm and final proctored exams
Technical Assistance:
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions.  The helpdesk can be contacted at: 1-765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.
Attendance
As this version of THEA 317 is taught completely online, there are no required meetings for the course. That said, it is vital for you to get into the habit of checking Canvas every day for announcements and updates as the semester progresses. The course is structured through weekly modules that must be completed in order, with readings, quizzes, and assignments due every week. Each module is a prerequisite for the next module and must be completed in order. You may work ahead as much as you wish, but each assignment will be closed at the end of the week, usually on Sunday at 11:59 PM. Don’t fall behind!
[bookmark: _B._Assignments_and]Content Warnings
Please note that some of our readings contain adult material including some sexual content, violence, and suicide. Please let me know if you have any concerns and know that there is help available should you need it. 

B. Assignments and Grading
[bookmark: _C._Course_Policies_1]All assignments categories (detailed below) are posted in modules in Canvas. Due dates are provided on each individual assignment. Individual assignments will be assessed on a points model, with possible points for the class.
Reading Quizzes

Each reading assignment will be followed by a quiz populated by a variety of question types (essay, multiple choice, true/false, matching, ordering, etc.) These quizzes will be timed according to the types of questions asked, and most (but not all) will require using the LockDown browser but NOT the webcam monitor (unless I detect cheating or use of AI. I will let you know in advance of any changes to this.)
Lecture Discussions

Discussion questions will be posted randomly throughout each recorded lecture. When you are instructed to do so, pause the recorded lecture and open a discussion board post to answer the question. Please note that sometimes lectures will have multiple questions throughout-- please follow the instructions to receive full credit for your postings.
Wrap-Up Conversations
In lieu of a midterm exam, I will randomly assign you to a partner (either one or two other people) at the end of each module. Your assignment will be to create an audio recording where you and your partner(s) discuss questions I will ask about what you learned during the module. 
Term Paper

At the end of the semester, you will be assigned a term paper that will cover a topic chosen from a list of specific topics I provide. More on this paper and its logistics as we get closer to the end of the semester.

Term Paper Discussion

In addition to your written term paper, I will ask you to create a video presentation where you speak extemporaneously about your chosen term paper topic. More on this at a later date.

Final Exam

Your final for the class will be administered on or before the final week of classes, and will contain a variety of questions pulled from both your reading quizzes and lectures. You will be required to use Respondus LockDown Browser AND the webcam monitor to take this exam. 

Grading
This online, asynchronous version of The World of Theatre is a points-based class; in other words, you will earn points based on your completion of assignments on a weekly basis. Additionally, there are two (2) performance critique assignments that may be completed at any point during the semester. The assignments and their point values are as follows:
· Reading Quizzes - 10 at 20 points each = 200 points 
· Lecture Discussions - 10 at 20 points each = 200 points 
· Wrap-Up Conversations - 5 at 25 points each = 125 points 
· Term Paper = 100 points 
· Term Paper Presentation = 100 points 
· Final Exam = 100 points
· Total - 825 points
Your final grade will be determined by the number of points earned divided by the number of points available. Letter grades will be assigned as follows:
	92-100
	A

	90-91
	A-

	89
	B+

	82-88
	B

	80-81
	B-

	79
	C+

	72-78
	C

	70-71
	C-

	69
	D+

	62-68
	D

	60-61
	D-

	Below 60
	F


NO LATE WORK is accepted in this online asynchronous course, except documented cases as defined by the university's leave of absence policy. Once an assignment is closed on Canvas it will not be reopened.
If you encounter an issue that prevents you from successfully completing the requirements of this course, please contact me before it becomes an issue so we may work out a potential solution. Please note that no work grade adjustments will be made to your work within the last two weeks of the semester - please be proactive in addressing problems as they arise!

C. Course Policies and Procedures

Late Work Policy
[bookmark: _Blogs][bookmark: _Writing_Assignments_&]As stated above, no late work will be accepted in this course without prior permission from the instructor. If you encounter an issue that will prevent you from completing your work in this class, please contact me before the issue becomes insurmountable. Please note that I will not make any adjustments to your grade within the final two weeks of the spring semester. 
Office Hours
Because this is an online, asynchronous courses, office hours are by appointment. I’m always happy to connect over the telephone or on Zoom if you have any questions or concerns! Please email me at jsblackmer@bsu.edu or through Canvas to set up an appointment.
Website and Email
All material posted to Canvas is part of the class, and everyone is expected to know this material. All students are held responsible for any information contained on the Canvas site. This requires you to do two things: (1) check the site regularly (I recommend at least once a day) for any announcements or postings, and (2) check your BSU email account regularly (again, at least once per day). If you choose NOT to use your BSU account, then you MUST arrange to forward all BSU messages to your account of choice. I have provided links on our Canvas site to help you do this; the system itself does not allow me to make any adjustments to your email addresses in my class lists … it will automatically send messages to your BSU account. Not receiving email because your account is not forwarded is not a valid excuse for missing assignments, etc.

Likewise, I do my best to stay on top of my email daily, but please note that I strive for as much balance in my work and life as possible. This means that I may or may not always check my email after the end of a typical workday (5 PM). I cannot be held responsible for information in any email sent after 5 PM until the next day of classes. (For example, emailing me with a question about an assignment at 11 PM the night before it is due is NOT a good idea … so plan ahead!)
[bookmark: _Hot_Topics]Withdrawals
The course withdrawal period ends October 28th, 2026. Through this date, students can elect to withdraw from any course; this process is completed through Self-Service Banner. A “W” will appear on your record for the course. The instructor’s permission is not required. For details, see Degree Requirements and Time Limits in the current Undergraduate Catalog.
Academic Dishonesty
Because honesty, trust and personal responsibility are the fundamental attributes of both our University and civic communities, every effort will be made to uphold these qualities in this class. Academic dishonesty threatens the foundations of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, violation of a fellow student’s work and collusion will not be tolerated and will result in automatic failure of the course, in addition to other disciplinary action by the University.

A Note About Plagiarism:  All students are expected to always do their own work. Plagiarism is the taking of someone else's ideas, sentences, and/or words and using them as one's own. Students will be dismissed from class and receive a failing grade for any act of plagiarism.
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy
As you work on and submit assignments this semester, please be aware that using generative AI tools to complete your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy, unless the AI use is explicitly approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism (see above). Generating and submitting work in this course using any form of Artificial Intelligence will be considered a violation of the Academic Ethics Policy. If your grade is affected by an academic ethics violation, I am required to report the violation to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics policy and maintains records of its violations. More information about this reporting process is available here.
Jen's Statement Regarding Artificial Intelligence (AI)
As someone who writes and creates for a living, I am against the use of artificial intelligence... full stop. I am especially against its use in higher education. Research has already shown (repeatedly) that regular use of generative AI (all forms) erodes critical thinking skills resulting in phenomena known as cognitive offloading, debt, and atrophy.Links to an external site. I promise: this not me being a luddite-- as a writer who focuses on science, I'm fascinated by technology and its implications for the human race. I am, however, very much a skeptic, and the commercial implications and profit motives driving the fast, widespread adoption of these technologies (not to mention their environmental impacts) must be taken into account with any new "tool" that says it can eliminate the difficulty in writing, thinking, learning, and creating.
In short, making art is supposed to be difficult; the challenge of making art is also its deepest joy.
I understand how tempting it can be when you’re overworked and behind schedule to ask an automated chatbot to write your discussions and assignments for you. And, given how sophisticated the technology is, the chances of me not finding out that you did this are decent. I’m working hard to create activities, assignments and discussions in all my classes that ask you to put yourself squarely into the topic as a researcher, a thinker, an artist, and a human being, but please be aware that I won’t waste valuable time puzzling over whether your discussion board post is truly your own; I have better things to do. So, before you resort to AI to complete an assignment, please ask yourself the following:
· What am I getting out of this exercise? 
You're a theatre major at Ball State University because you want to create theatre—productions of stories, old and new, filtered through your unique point of view. AI generated work, especially work that is supposed to be a personal reflection, will be anything but that. If you’re just looking for an easy way to save time and avoid thinking through something complicated or difficult, then ask yourself what you will do the next time you’re confronted with this kind of a creative challenge? And the next? And the next? And if that’s all you’re doing, then why even take this class? Why spend money on a college degree?
· Is it fair ask Jen to read something that I didn’t take the time to write myself?
It might feel good initially to “trick” me, but our relationship as instructor and learner is based on trust and mutual respect. I promise that I will do my best to make our virtual time together interesting and rewarding—I will not promise to make it quick or easy. Besides, any writing generated by AI won’t be your writing. And chances are pretty good that it’ll be boring and pointless. Do you want your name on something boring and pointless?
Please don’t be tempted to use AI as a quick fix for a busy schedule and/or unanticipated problems. Do you own creative work. That’s what I want to see.
In short, I do not want to read and evaluate any material created by AI-- full stop. In return, I promise not to use AI to read and evaluate your written work. 
What Happens if I Violate This Policy?
Given the size of this class, if I suspect that AI has been used in a written submission, I will not grade your submission and message you privately about my concern. You will have three weekdays from the receipt of my message to respond and arrange a meeting. If you choose not to respond, then you will receive a zero for the assignment and, given the nature of the suspected infraction, an academic ethics case may be opened.Links to an external site.
Academic Dishonesty (A reminder… yeah, it’s that important!)
Because honesty, trust and personal responsibility are the fundamental attributes of both our University and civic communities, every effort will be made to uphold these qualities in this class. Academic dishonesty threatens the foundations of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, use of artificial intelligence in a submitted assignment, violation of a fellow student’s work and collusion will not be tolerated and will result in automatic failure of the course, in addition to other disciplinary action by the University.
A Note About Plagiarism:  All students are expected to always do their own work. Plagiarism is the taking of someone else's (human or not) ideas, sentences, and/or words and using them as one's own. Students will be dismissed from class and receive a failing grade for any act of plagiarism.
Special Conditions
If you need adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please speak with me privately as soon as possible. My office hours are by appointment.
Adult Themes
Please be advised that many of our reading materials and discussions, as well as work generated by your peers, may contain adult themes and language. If you have a concern about this, please see me as soon as possible.
Freedom of Expression
For more information about Ball State University’s commitment to Freedom of Speech and Freedom of Expression, please visit https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression.
Resources for Students
Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode
Student Academic Ethics Policy:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode/academicethics
Student Grade Appeal Policy:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode/gradeappeal
Policy Regarding Student Disruptions:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode/disruption
Policy Regarding Unexpected Student Leave:  www.bsu.edu/studentcode/leaves
Taking Responsibility
In this class, we discuss the importance and implications of taking responsibility for artistic choices.  Likewise, you will be expected to assume responsibility for your own learning processes and products. I will make clear the parameters of your responsibilities in this course, and the projects within this course, but you are responsible for making sure you understand the procedures, details and deadlines. In other words, if you don’t know ... ask!
