UNIVERSITY SINGERS SYLLABUS 
Fall 2025
Class Times: M (4-6pm); T (6-9pm); TH (7-9pm) & Occasional Extra Rehearsals– Glee Club
T (6-9); TH (7-9) & Occasional Extra Rehearsals – Band, Tech, Wardrobe and Crew
Ball State University Singers
Glee Club, Band, Tech, Wardrobe & Crew
School of Music
College of Fine Arts 
Ball State University
Jodi Cotton-Street — Instructor
AC NQ 294C - Office
Office Hours:  M (9-10am, 3-3:30pm); T (9-10am); W (9-10am); TH (9-9:30am)

REQUIRED MATERIALS: One 3-ring binder, recording device, and pencil.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of this course, each student should be able to: 
		
	GLEE CLUB - 
1. Demonstrate proper vocal technique. 
		2. Understand music and dance genres and styles. 
		3. Present materials from the repertoire.
		4. Demonstrate a working process for learning repertoire.
		5. Demonstrate proper dance technique.
		6. Understand how to work as an ensemble both onstage and off.
		7. Understand the art of creating a show.
		8. Perform at a high level of expertise
		8. Work with the director to achieve goals for the show.
	BAND – 
1. Demonstrate proper instrumental technique. 
		2. Understand music genres and styles. 
		3. Present materials from the repertoire.
		4. Demonstrate a working process for learning repertoire.
		5. Understand how to work as an ensemble both onstage and off.
		6. Understand the art of creating a show.
		7. Perform at a high level of expertise
		8. Work with the director to achieve goals for the show.
	TECH / CREW / WARDROBE - 
1. Demonstrate proper technique in their skill set.
		2. Understand music genres and styles. 
		3. Present materials from the show.
		4. Demonstrate a working process for achieving goals for the show.
		5. Understand how to work as an ensemble both onstage and off.
		6. Understand the art of creating a show.
		7. Perform at a high level of expertise
		8. Work with the director to achieve goals for the show.

EVALUATION: Evaluation will be based on attendance, participation, assignments, and 	performance. 

PARTICIPATION: Participation includes participating in all required performances as well as 	Participating in all required events.  It also includes the attitude that is brought to each 	rehearsal, performance and required event. (25% of Grade)

· Part of the participation grade will include participation in required events such as 1 service project every semester.  Failure to serve &/or serve with a winning attitude in a required service project for the semester will reduce the student’s letter grade by 1 letter.
· Failure to participate &/or participate with a winning attitude in fundraising events or other required events of University Singers that do not include performances will reduce the student’s letter grade by 1 letter.

PERFORMANCE: Performance includes the level at which each individual is able to deliver 	for each performance.  It also includes the work ethic in required rehearsals as well as the 	work ethic in extra rehearsals to contribute to a high-quality performance. (25% of 	Grade)
· All performances will be adjudicated by the director, GA’s and leadership team.
· Failure to participate to the best of one’s ability will be taken into consideration when figuring grades.
· Failure to approach the work with a winning attitude will also be considered when figuring grades.
· Failure to approach rehearsals with a winning attitude will also be considered when figuring grades.

ASSIGNMENTS:  Assignments will be given at the discretion of the director.  Plenty of time 	will be allotted for successfully completing assignments.  (25% of Grade)
· Most of the assignments will consist of learning the repertoire in a timely manner.
· Written and performance assignments will be given on occasion.
· Assignments will also include completing tasks in a timely manner.  
· Assignments will also include helping on committees when needed.

ATTENDANCE:  Students are required to attend all classes, performances, and required events 	as stated on the calendar, listed in Company Briefs, or mentioned in Circle.  Any student 	with more than three unexcused absences for any rehearsal, performance or 	required event will be subject to a failing grade and will be removed from the 	course. 

		*Excused absences will be given due to personal tragedy and/or documented 			illness. A letter pertaining to the tragedy or a doctor’s note must be presented to 			the Company Manager and Director within one week of absence in order to 			receive an excused absence.  If presenting documentation takes longer than one 			week, the absence will be considered unexcused.  

**Excused absences will also be granted for other BSU coursework that conflicts 	with University Singers events.  Performances will not be excused unless 	permission is given by the Director.  In order to receive an excused absence, the 	attendance form must be filled out and turned in to the Director and the Company 	Manager a minimum of 48 hours in advance of the absence.  If turned in less than 	48 hours in advance of the event, the absence will be considered unexcused.

		***Unexcused absences will be given for any absence that is not stated in the 			excused absence section.  It will also be given for any absence which has not 			been properly communicated with the Director or Company Manager either 			before or after the event in the aforementioned way and time frame.  One 				unexcused absence will not affect a student’s grade.  Two unexcused absences 			will lower a student’s grade by one letter grade.  Three unexcused absences will 			lower a student’s grade by two letter grades.  More than three unexcused absences 		will result in failure of the course and removal from University Singers.

REPERTOIRE: Students are expected to learn a variety of repertoire representative of all periods, genres and styles.  Repertoire will be guided/determined by the Director in consultation with the vocal and dance captains.

GRADING: 

Attendance (at rehearsals, performances and all required events): ¼ of total grade 
	Participation (includes attitude & preparation): ¼ of total grade 
	Assignments (any written assignments or assigned tasks for class, the group, or the 			show): ¼ of total grade
	Performance (is the student performing at the highest level of their potential in all 			rehearsals, performances and required events): ¼ of total grade 

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS: Students are expected to be on time and fully prepared 	for every rehearsal, performance, and required event.  A professional and courteous attitude toward Directors, Choreographers, Guest Clinicians, Graduate Assistants, Student Leaders, Guests, Accompanists, and Peers is expected at all times. 	Illness can and will happen, so it is up to the individual to take the proper precautions to maintain a healthy lifestyle!!!  Music for class should be available at all times and must be properly prepared. 	

PHYSICAL CONTACT: Any physical contact in the rehearsal space will be demonstrated in a functional and professional way.  Physical contact will occur when learning and executing dances.  It could also potentially occur when instructing proper breathing and vocal technique with regards to posture and support.  If at any point a student is uncomfortable with what is being asked of them, they should immediately consult the Director.

MINIMUM GPA:  A minimum GPA of 3.0 will be an expectation for participating in University Singers.  Grades will be checked by the Director at the close of each semester.  If a student falls below a 3.0 for one semester, the student will then be put on probation for one semester to work on improvement.  A plan will then be put in place by the director for the student to complete during the following semester.  If the student achieves a 3.0 in the probationary semester, the student will be eligible to be re-cast for the following semester.  If the student does not receive the desired 3.0 in the semester of probation, then the student will be ineligible to be re-cast in the following semester.  If the student has completed the plan put in place by the director and is on a trajectory to achieve a 3.0 in the next semester, recasting eligibility is at the discretion of the director.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Academic dishonesty involves intentional violations of		procedures that protect the integrity of the coursework completed by a student.  For more 	information about academic dishonesty, visit the Student Academic Ethics Policy			website, 
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx 


CONDUCT: Students will conduct themselves in a manner that is appropriate for class and in 	line with standards set forth by Ball State University and the School of Music. Read more 	about Ball State’s Code of Conduct at 		
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VCodeConduct.aspx
	
The use of cell phones and all other personal electronic devices is prohibited during class 			unless the instructor indicates otherwise (i.e. taking notes on a laptop, audio 			recording of vocal lines, etc). 

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT:
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.






***Please print off, complete, and turn in signed copy.***



University Singers Agreement 

I, ___________________________, have read the above syllabus for this class.  I understand that if I have any questions, I am to see my Professor, Jodi Cotton-Street.  By signing this contract, I acknowledge that I know what is expected of me in this class as well as what the consequences are for not following the rules, turning in assignments, attending all required events, or participating in University Singers to the highest level of my ability.


Student Signature___________________________________


Date_______________ 

