 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1History 407: The American Civil War and Reconstruction
Fall 2025, 1-1:50 p.m. MWF

Dr. Etcheson

Office: Burkhardt 218, ext. 5-8725, netcheson@bsu.edu
Office hours: 9-10:30 a.m. MW or by appointment
Communication:


Please contact me if you have questions or problems with an assignment or the course. Please let me know if there are personal issues that are keeping you from class or coursework. I may not need to know what those issues are, although in fairness to your fellow students, I may need documentation to excuse you from attendance or authorize a makeup. Bobby Knight said, the only place success comes before work is in the dictionary. You will have to do the work, but when life gets in the way of work, I cannot help you if I do not even know there is a problem.


Dr. Etcheson 

Course Description:


Survey, analysis, and discussion of events, leaders, and movements, with special emphasis on causes, interpretation, and historiography of the period of national crisis and war followed by national reconstruction.
Assignments: 

Historiography paper, 20%: 
The first paper will discuss the historiography of a topic that you have chosen. This topic may be anything in the political, diplomatic, military, economic, cultural, or social history of the Civil War and Reconstruction. 


Historiography examines changing historical interpretations. It is the history of how history has been written. How have authors’ interpretations about an event or person changed? Can you detect any variation over time? For example, did historians of the Progressive era view emancipation differently than did historians of the post-World War II period? Why? You might conclude that authors of the post-World War II period were influenced by the Civil Rights movement and were more receptive to movements for African American rights than historians in the Progressive period and that this explains the contrast between their interpretations.


To do historiography, you will read only secondary sources (books and articles by other historians). You will summarize the authors’ arguments, state their interpretations clearly, compare interpretations and explain how interpretations of this event have changed over time. You should also reach some conclusion as to which interpretation provides the best explanation of your topic and why that interpretation is superior to other explanations you examined. Your conclusions on the best interpretation may reference what primary sources the author consulted (or did not consult), the biases of those sources, and the reasonableness of the conclusions the author reached.

The number of secondary sources you need depends on the topic. A paper on some aspect of the battle of Gettysburg will have more available sources than a paper on a topic that has received less treatment from historians. You should, however, pick a topic that allows you to find at least five books. You may use scholarly articles (popular magazines such as Smithsonian do not qualify), but you need three articles to equal a book. 

You may not use internet sources except those that allow you to access published, peer-reviewed books and articles. Such internet sources would include JSTOR or e-books.


Research paper, 20%: 
For this paper, you will do original research in primary and secondary sources on your topic. You may use the same topic as you did for the first paper, but you may not write the same paper. In your research paper, you will form your own thesis about a historical topic. Rather than analyzing other people’s interpretations, you will state your own interpretation or thesis and prove its validity by constructing an argument based on evidence drawn from primary sources (documents from the time period). Although you should still use secondary sources, a research paper should be based on primary sources. Lack of primary sources will hurt your grade. 
You may not use lecture notes for your paper. Only use reputable internet sites such as those produced by institutions of higher education and government entities. 

Recommended websites that include primary sources:
Official Records of the War of the Rebellion (available on the Cornell University Library Making of America website, http://cdl.library.cornell.edu/moa)

Civil War Governors of Kentucky Digital Documentary Edition (http://discover.civilwargovernors.org)

Civil War and Reconstruction Governors of Alabama (https://adhc.lib.ua.edu/cwrga-project/)

Civil War and Reconstruction Governors of Mississippi (https://cwrgm.org)


Valley of the Shadow project at the University of Virginia (http://valley. vcdh.virginia.edu)

Secession Era Editorials Project (http://history.furman.edu/editorials)


Clara Barton Papers at Library of Congress (http://www.loc.gov/collection/clara-barton-papers/about-this-collection/)


Gresham Family Material in the Lewis H. Machen Family Papers at Library of Congress (LeRoy Gresham was a Georgia man; http://www.loc.gov/collection/machen-family-papers/about-this-collection/) 


Charles Wellington Reed Papers at Library of Congress (Reed was a Massachusetts soldier; http://www.loc.gov/collection/charles-reed/about-this-collection/)

Library of Congress American Memory Collection (http://memory.loc.gov)


Freedmen and Southern Society Project (http://history.umd.edu/Freedmen/home.html)


Last Seen: Finding Family after Slavery (https://informationwanted.org/)


University of Michigan Making of America website (http://moa.umdl.umich.edu/)


Ball State University, Civil War resources from East Central Indiana (http://libx.bsu.edu/LSTA/LSTACivWar.html)


Civil War Sources: Soldier Studies (http://www.soldierstudies.org/) 


Irish in the American Civil War (IrishAmericanCivilWar.com)


African American Civil War Soldiers (https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/usct/african-american-civil-war-soldiers/.) 


The Crisis of the Union: An Electronic Archive about the Causes, Conduct, and Consequences of the U.S. Civil War (http://dewey.library.upenn.edu/sceti/civilwar/)


Papers of Abraham Lincoln (http://www.papersofabrahamlincoln.org/)


Northern Visions of Race, Region, and Reform in the Press and Letters of Freedmen and Freedmen’s Teachers in the Civil War Era (http://faculty.assumption.edu/aas/default.html) 


Richmond Daily Dispatch, 1860-1865 (http://dlxs.richmond.edu/d/ddr/index.html) 


American Civil War Collections at University of Virginia (http://etext.virginia.edu/civilwar/) 


Civil War Diaries and Letters Digital Collections: Civil War Diaries Transcription Project at University of Iowa (http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cwd/transcripts.html )


Indiana Magazine of History Voices from the Past: Civil War Soldiers’ Letters and Dairies (http://www.iub.edu/~imaghist/online_content/vcsfrmpst/voices_cvlwr/index.html )


Documenting the American South (http://docsouth.unc.edu )


Indiana Historical Society Guide to Civil War Research http://www.indianahistory.org/our-collections/library-and-archives/civil-war-researchers-guide.pdf

Indiana Historical Society Digital Civil War Collections http://www.indianahistory.org/our-collections/digital-image-collections/military-digital

The Civil War Diary of Samuel P. Herrington (an Indiana soldier) https://scholarworks.iupui.edu/handle/1805/11195 


Civil War Letters, Diaries, Manuscripts of Virginia Military Institute (http://www.vmi.edu/archives.aspx?id=3945 )


American Civil War Letters and Diaries (available through Bracken Library’s on-line databases)


Civil War Era Collection of Gettysburg College (http://www.gettysburg.edu/library/gettdigital/civil_war/civilwar.htm )


The People’s Contest: A Civil War Era Digital Archiving Project by Penn State University Richards Center (http://peoplescontest.psu.edu/) contains letters and diaries and a database of Pennsylvania deserters.

eHistory Archives at Ohio State University (http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/library/letters/index.cfm) 

Digital Civil War Portal (http://american-south.org/collections/) 


Emilie Davis Diary (diary of a northern African American woman) (www.davisdiaries.villanova.edu) 


Civil War Military Front by Indiana Historical Society (www.indianahistory.org)  

Duke University, Confederate Imprints (https://archive.org/details/dulci&tab=collection?and[]=secession) 


Private Voices, Letters of Common Soldiers, http://altchive.org/private-voices/about/introduction 


Visualizing Emancipation, https://dsl.richmond.edu/emancipation/ 

General rules for both papers: 
Papers should each be five to ten pages, double-spaced, and have one-inch margins on all sides. Please use 12-point font.

Papers will be evaluated for thesis, topic, argument, use of evidence, adequate sources, correct documentation, and correct grammar and spelling.


For every week a paper is turned in late, it will receive a five-point deduction. Ten points will be deducted if a paper is more than a week late and twenty points if it is a month or more late. All papers must be turned in and assignments completed by 5 p.m. the Friday before finals week. Papers and other assignments will not be accepted after that date. 
Please feel free to consult me about topics, appropriate sources, rough drafts, or any other questions you may have.

Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) for any purpose other than checking spelling or grammar will constitute cheating and will result in a zero for that assignment.

Midterm, 20%: 
The midterm will have two parts. In part one, students will choose five terms and identify who or what it was, its date, and why it was significant for the Civil War and Reconstruction. Terms may be drawn from lecture or readings. In part two, students will choose one of two essay questions. In the essay, they will synthesize material from both lecture and readings to show that they have a sustained knowledge of that topic.


Final, 25%:
The final is not cumulative and has the same length and structure as the midterm.

Makeups:

The midterm and final may be made up if the student has a legitimate reason to be absent.


Readings quizzes, 10%: 
On days for which there are readings assigned, there will be a brief quiz. Students will be expected to know the thesis or main point of the readings and major examples the readings give to make those points. Book quizzes are worth 50 points; documents quizzes are worth 10 points. 
Participation, 5%: Class participation will be based on attendance and discussion. Perfect attendance and total silence is worth a B-. An A requires both excellent attendance and worthy contributions to class discussion.

Attendance Policy: 
Students are expected to attend classes except for recognized absences for university-approved travel, bereavement, illness, or genuine emergencies. The policy for Unexpected Student Leaves is available at www.bsu.edu/studentcode/leaves.
Students are responsible for informing the instructor in a timely manner of the reason for any absence. Students should assume that all due dates, late penalties, and course requirements still apply.

Incompletes will not be granted and late work will not be accepted in cases where the instructor has not been kept informed or appropriate documentation has not been provided.

Withdrawals:

The full term course withdrawal period ends Oct. 27. Through this date, students can elect to withdraw from a course; this process is completed through Self-Service Banner. A “W” will appear on your records for the course. The instructors’ permission is not required. 
Grading Scale:


93-100%
A


67-69%
D+


90-92%
A-


63-66%
D



87-89%
B+


60-62%
D-


83-86%
B


0-59%

F


80-82%
B-


77-79%
C+


73-76%
C


70-72%
C-

Grades will be posted electronically on Canvas.

Required readings:


Steven Weisenburger, Modern Medea

Mark M. Smith, The Smell of Battle, the Taste of Siege

Margaret Creighton, The Colors of Courage

LeeAnna Keith, The Colfax Massacre

Other readings are on Canvas.
Academic Dishonesty: 


Academic dishonesty subverts the values of the intellectual community. Cheating shows disregard for other students as the cheater seeks the results all students strive for, good grades, without doing the work those students have done. Academic dishonesty sullies the intellectual endeavor because the cheater presents as his or her own work that which he or she has stolen from others. 

Cheating, plagiarism, and academic dishonesty of any kind are subject to penalties which may include failing an assignment, failing the course, or suspension/expulsion from the university. Using Google during quizzes is cheating. Using AI to write your papers is cheating.
For a complete discussion of academic dishonesty, see the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Section VII, available at http://www.bsu.edu/sa/article/0,1375,13330-2935-12311,00.html.
University Diversity Statement:

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge. and through university resources found here.
Basic Needs Hub: 


The Basic Needs Hub is a virtual center for resources (such as food and housing support) available to students experiencing basic needs insecurity. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience and receive one-on-one assistance or to learn more about resources available on the hub, visit the website (Basic Needs Hub | Ball State University) and complete the Basic Needs Assistance Form.
Students with Disabilities:

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.   

Please note that a disability statement does not excuse a student from appropriate behavior that maintains classroom order nor does it constitute a waiver from any of the requirements outlined in this syllabus such as due dates and attendance.

Schedule of Classes and Assignments:


Please bear in mind that this schedule may need to be altered as circumstances require. In case of public health or other emergencies, Ball State University may adopt new policies. Students as well as faculty will be required to comply with these measures.
Week 1
Aug. 18: Introduction

Aug. 20: Old South (Quiz on Solomon Northrup, Twelve Years a Slave, chapters 12-13)
Aug. 22: Crisis of 1850
Week 2

Aug. 25: Compromise of 1850 
Aug. 27 Quiz and discussion on Weisenburger, Modern Medea
Aug. 29:  Kansas-Nebraska Act. 
Week 3 

Sept. 3: Kansas Civil War

Sept. 5: The Doughface President (Quiz on James Buchanan, Inaugural Address)
Week 4 

Sept. 8: Election of 1860

Sept. 10: Secession (Quiz on “Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union”)
Sept. 12: Compromise. 
Week 5  
Sept. 15: Fort Sumter 

Sept. 17: Forward to Richmond (Quiz on “The Nation’s War-Cry,” New-York Daily Tribune, June 26, 1861)
Sept. 19: Peninsula Campaign
Week 6

Sept. 22: Antietam 

Sept. 24: Quiz and discussion on Smith, The Smell of Battle, the Taste of Siege
Sept. 26: Shiloh 

Week 7 

Sept. 29: Vicksburg (Quiz on Ferdinand Sebring Diary)
Oct. 1: Chancellorsville
Oct. 3: Gettysburg. Historiography paper due on Canvas by 5 p.m.
Week 8 
Oct. 8:  Quiz and discussion on Creighton, Colors of Courage
Oct. 10: Diplomacy

Week 9 

Oct. 13: Mid-term
Oct. 15: Draft
Oct. 17: Copperheads
Week 10 

Oct. 20:  The Women’s Fight (Quiz on Mary Chestnut and Cornelia Hancock)
Oct. 22: From Contraband to Soldier
Oct. 24:  Chickamauga & Chattanooga
Week 11 

Oct. 27: Sherman’s March (Quiz on Dolly Sumner Lunt, “Woman’s Wartime Journal”)
Oct. 29: Overland Campaign  
Oct. 31: Election of 1864
Week 12 

Nov. 3: Appomattox 
Nov. 5: Lincoln’s Plan (Quiz on Abraham Lincoln, Last Public Speech, April 11, 1865)
Nov. 7: Presidential Reconstruction
Week 13 

Nov. 10: Congressional Reconstruction
Nov. 12:  Land and Labor. (Turn in questions for Friday’s guest presentation.)

Nov. 14: Guest presentation by Michael W. Fitzgerald on Pickens Family and the Ku Klux Klan.

Week 14 

Nov. 17: Impeachment
Nov. 19: Reconstruction Government
Nov. 21: Quiz and discussion of Keith, Colfax Massacre
Week 15 
Nov. 24: Redemption
Week 16

Dec. 1: Election of 1876 (Quiz on D. Augustus Straker, “Negro Suffrage at the South”)
Dec. 3: Bargain of 1877 
Dec. 5: Legacies. Research Paper due on Canvas by 5 p.m. 
All late historiography papers should be submitted on Canvas and all makeups must be completed by 5 p.m.
Week 17

Dec. 8: Memory
Final exam: 12-2 p.m., Friday, Dec. 12
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