GEOG 265 Online: Introduction to GIS 

Instructor Name: Jason Yang  
Instructor Contact Information: 
	Email: jyang@bsu.edu
	Telephone: (765) 285-1761

	Canvas Address: https://bsu.instructure.com
	Zoom Personal Room Address: Jason Yang 

	Office Hours: By appointment on Zoom
	School of Earth, Atmosphere, and Sustainability
Ball State University, Muncie, IN


0
Introduction to Instructor and Course
Brief Bio: Dr. Jason Yang joined Ball State in 2005 and currently is a Professor of Geography in the School of Earth, Atmosphere, and Sustainability (SEAS). His most frequently taught courses include Introduction to GIS, Introduction to Remote Sensing, Advanced Remote Sensing, Research Methods in Geography, and Quantitative Methods in Environmental Geography. His principal areas of research interests include applications of remote sensing, GIS, and geospatial analysis on natural resources management and environmental monitoring, particular on mapping vegetation in wetland habitats, surface coal mines, and urban landscapes. He obtained his B.S. in Physics from Shanxi University in 1989, M.S. in Natural Resources from the University of Connecticut in 1999, and Ph.D. in Environmental Science from the University of Rhode Island in 2003.
Course description: A geographic information system (GIS) provides storage, retrieval, and visualization of geographically referenced data as well as design and analysis of spatial information. GIS provides unique analytical tools to investigate spatial relationships, patterns, and processes of cultural, biological, demographic, economic, social, environmental, health care, criminal, and other phenomena.
Prerequisites for the course: None
Course Structure: This Online course contains 12 modules. In each module, students will watch pre-recorded lecture videos, participate in a discussion or complete a homework, take two quizzes, and/or complete a biweekly reflection. 

Required Course Materials
· Required text: GIS Tutorial for ArcGIS Pro 3.1 by Wilpen L. Gorr, Kristen S. Kurland. ESRI Press (details see Module 0: Textbook).
· Pre-recorded lecture: available in each chapter folder in the Modules
· Software: ArcGIS Online & ArcGIS Pro
ArcGIS Online needs to be signed in here before you use the ArcGIS Pro: choose Your ArcGIS organization's URL, type bsumaps in the space, then use your Ball State Login to sign in.
ArcGIS Pro 3.x.x is the required software for completing assignments in this course. All computers in the GIS lab have the latest software installed.
If students work in the Bracken Library on campus, you can use Library Software Locator (Links to an external site.) to find which computer has the software installed and is available to use by searching "ArcGIS Pro".
If students work from home, a computer with Windows Operating System (not for Mac iOS) is needed for installing the software (details see Module 0: Software).
· Data: Exercise data for Tutorials and data for projects can be downloaded in Module 0: Data.
Course Specifics
Course goals
· Develop an understanding of the world’s quickly growing spatial data infrastructure and of how to put it to work for producing location-based information.
· Identify the relevant spatial characteristics of diverse application areas enabling professionals to integrate spatial thinking and GIS analysis into their careers.
· Have an ability to use geospatial technologies to gain a significant advantage in the information technology field.
Objectives and Student Learning Outcomes:
	Objectives
	Student Learning Outcomes

	Learn to use the software ArcGIS Pro & ArcGIS Online
	Students will be able to complete all tutorials in the textbook without much difficulty including designing maps, collecting and editing GIS data, analyzing and sharing results. 

	Learn to tell a story using maps via Esri story map 
	Students will be able to make a story journey map from your hometown to Ball State University using route, direction, symbols, text, photo, and video.

	Learn to manage different spatial data formats in geodatabase.
	Students will be able to build a file geodatabase for one US state with different data types including point layers, line layers, polygon layers, and raster layers.

	Learn to collect GIS data, analyze data, and publish the analyzed results in maps.
	Students will be able to create 8+ maps for one US state introducing as much information as possible for that state, and share those GIS maps in a story map.


 
Course requirements/assignments:
Students’ final grade (letter) for this course will be determined by the weighted percentage calculated using the following weights (details see the Module 0: Course Schedule)
	Assignments
	#
	Weights

	Discussions
	7
	10%

	Homework
	5
	10%

	Quizzes
	9 (Lecture) + 9 (Tutorials)
	50%

	Term Projects (Projects 1-2)
	2
	15%

	Final Project (Project 3)
	1
	15%

	Total
	 
	100%


 
Course Policies
Participation Policy
· It is recommended that you log into your course evey workday and check your official Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for and complete assignments.
· Complete all assignments, quizzes, discussion, reflections, and any other activities by the stated due date.
Feedback Policy
· I will try to respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekends.
· Please feel free to email me before that time if you have any questions or concerns about your performance in class.
Weekend Email Policy
· I do not check Canvas Inbox and Ball State email during weekends. Therefore, if you have a question, issue, or concern related to the class, please contact me during weekdays.
Late Policy 
· All assignments are due by midnight EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated.
· Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a decreased grade for each day late.
· Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local library or borrowing a peer's computer.
· You have one (1) permitted late assignment to allow for these issues, to which you can turn in one assignment 24 hours late.
· Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class.
Assignment Submission Policy
· All assignments should be submitted as Word documents with extensions of .doc or .docx unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description.
· Assignments, unless otherwise indicated should be submitted using the assignment link in the module on Canvas. 
Grading Policy 
· It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information on grade appeal, consult BSU website.
· All students’ grades are determined by the weighted grade percent (the Total column) in the Grade Center and lettered in the following grade scales:
	 
	 
	B+
	87.0-89.9%
	C+
	77.0-79.9%
	D+
	67.0-69.9%
	F
	< 59.9%

	A
	>= 94.0%
	B
	84.0-86.9%
	C
	74.0-76.9%
	D
	64.0-66.9%
	 
	 

	A-
	90.0-93.9%
	B-
	80.0-83.9%
	C-
	70.0-73.9%
	D-
	60.0-63.9%
	 
	 


Academic Ethics and Plagiarism Policy
· Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy.
· Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently by yourself. 
Potential Violations
  Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Use or possession of a file created by someone else.
· Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.
· Fraudulent submission of work.
· Using unauthorized materials during Exams.
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
· Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.
The Plagiarism Tutorial from UNC Libraries provides you with a great foundation in Academic Integrity.
The Learning Center
· The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. Students can make appointments for virtual (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. 
Statements 
University Statement
· We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
Disability Statement
· If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Canvas Accessibility
· Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).
FERPA and Privacy
· As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.
Subject to Change Statement 
    This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

