CS120.800 Programming Fundamentals
Fall 2026

Class Meeting Information
Online through Canvas at https://bsu.instructure.com/courses/188314

Instructor Information
Name:		Karl Mesarosh
Email:		Please use Canvas Inbox for class messaging
Office Hours: See Canvas.

Course Materials
No required text
· Suggested text posted on Canvas
Software
· Anaconda Distribution
· Thonny IDE

Course Description
Introduction to fundamental programming techniques. Different sections of this class may explore different programming contexts such as media computing or data science applications. Topics include control structures, built-in data structures, simple sorting and searching, and procedural abstraction. Hands-on lab exercises and programming assignments illustrate these topics and build problem-solving abilities. Students are expected to have basic knowledge of algebraic notation as expressed in high school mathematics. Credit hours: 4.

Student Responsibilities 
· Read the entire syllabus and know the course policies
· Check Canvas Modules, Calendar, Announcements, Inbox messages daily 
· Keep current with all course lectures and documents posted on Canvas 
· Keep current with all course assignments, labs, quizzes, projects, and exams.
· Ask questions and communicate with the instructor and/or the teaching assistants

Course Objectives
Students will:
· Identify, compare, evaluate, and write programs that use the sequencing, iteration, and selection constructs in a high-level programming language.
· Evaluate expressions and explain the effect of statements in a high-level programming language.
· Identify, compare, evaluate, and use the formal elements of procedural abstraction including parameters, local variables, and return values.
· Write programs that use a one-dimensional data structure to represent aggregate data and perform computations with those data.
· Explain how information can be encoded as data and problems can be solved by processing those data.

Course Modality and Structure
This course is offered in an online, asynchronous format with material posted on Canvas. 

Course content and assignments are arranged in weekly modules. 
· Each weekly module is composed from the following items: 
· MWF: video recorded lecture material and code-along activities
· Lab programming assignments 
· Weekly quizzes
· Additional modules
· 5 programming projects
· 2 scheduled exams 

Students can work through each week’s material at their own pace, but it is recommended that the student follow the daily schedule above as much as possible.

Students are encouraged to contact me for one-on-one help, to ask questions, and to receive programming/debugging help. I’m generally free mornings and evenings during the weekdays, most times during the weekends, and will reply as soon as I’m available.

If you have questions about an error, please send me a screenshot of the error and the code.

If you have more in-depth questions, please request a Zoom meeting.
I have one posted online office hour. However, feel free to request a personal or group Zoom meeting anytime you wish..

Lab activities are programming assignments to be completed after completion of all the week’s daily lectures and activities. Submit completed labs by the posted due date.  13 are assigned. 

Projects are individual programming assignments to be completed and submitted to Canvas by the specified due date, allowing students to put previously covered topics into practice. 
Projects are graded on syntactic correctness, functional correctness, appropriate structure, appropriate style (as shown in class examples).  5 are assigned. 

Weekly Quizzes can consist of multiple choice, true/false, short answer, and/or short coding answers on Canvas. Quizzes are used for review and to check student progress. 13 are assigned.

Exams can consist of multiple choice, true/false, short answer, and/or short coding answers on Canvas. 2 are assigned (Midterm and Final). 
Students are encouraged to utilize office hours and/or meetings by appointment to leverage one-on-one help, ask questions, and receive programming/debugging help. 

	Assignments
	Count
	Points Each
	Total

	Labs
	13
	10
	130

	Quizzes
	13
	10
	130

	Projects*
	5
	various*
	500

	Exam 1
	1
	80
	120

	Exam 2
	1
	100
	120

	Course Total Points
	1000


 
	project*
	points

	1
	50

	2
	75

	3
	100

	4
	125

	5
	150

	Total
	500



 Final course grades will be based on this grading scale:

	Score Range
	1000
940
	939
900
	899
870
	869
840
	839
800
	799
770
	769
740
	739
700
	699
670
	669
640
	639
610
	609
0

	Letter Grade
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	D-
	F




Late Work Policy 
Lab. Quiz, and Project assignments are due by 11:59PM EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated, which will most often be Sunday night, though that day may change due to holidays, school closings, or other circumstances. 

Please make sure to look ahead for each week’s Canvas assignment postings, as it is your responsibility to submit assignments on time.

If you feel you have a valid excuse for missing a due date and would like an extension, please let me know and I’ll consider it. Doesn’t hurt to ask, but it should be a valid excuse—illness, accident, personal issues.

Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. You have one permitted late assignment to allow for these issues, so that you can turn in one assignment 24 hours late with no penalty. You will need to send me an email to request to use this “oops” submission.
Participation Policy
This course is designed with weekly lectures, readings, and lab programming activities designed to build a scaffold and improve your understanding over time. The best way to learn the course material is to write frequent small programs, so be sure to keep up with the assignment schedule as much as possible.
Be sure to log into the Canvas course frequently. Each module is expected to be completed in one week, with all assignments due at the posted date and time. 
Continuous participation over the week is much better for learning than trying to “cram” the whole week’s assignments in one sitting. Please try to spread out your work over a few days, to give your brain time to digest what it has learned.

Class Communication Policy
Check your Canvas Inbox frequently, as it is our primary one-on-one communication method outside of class. I will use Canvas Inbox and Announcements to communicate to the whole class, and directly email you when we need to communicate in a more individualized way.
Please use Canvas Inbox for any communications with me.

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Oﬃce coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that oﬃce before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu..

Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s  Statement on Freedom of Expression , the resources on Ball State’s  Freedom of Expression webpage , and Ball State’s  Beneficence Pledge .


Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit www.bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.   
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, 
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Oﬃce of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

Generative AI Statement
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 


This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
