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Ball State University 

Department of English 

ENG 220 Language and Society 

3 Credit Hours 

Spring 2026 

 

Course Information 

Instructor: Dr. Juyeon Yoo                           

Mode of delivery: In-person  

Class meeting times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 15:30-16:45 

 

Course Description 

This course addresses major social issues related to language use in the United States. Students learn 

through case studies and other projects to identify hidden assumptions, frame questions requiring 

research, and do the research necessary to make informed decisions about linguistic issues in our 

society. There are no prerequisites for this course. 

Course Modality/Structure 

This course is delivered in an in-person format and meets twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The 

course follows a weekly structure, with each week organized around assigned readings, in-class 

discussion, and workshops. Class meetings emphasize discussion, collaborative work, and hands-on 

engagement with sociolinguistic activities. Assignment due dates vary across the week (e.g., Mondays, 

Fridays, or Saturdays) depending on the nature of the task, and all deadlines are clearly listed on Canvas 

and in the course schedule. 

Course Materials and Texts 

Required Texts 

Van Herk (2018). What is Sociolinguistics? 2nd edition.  Wiley. ISBN: 978-1-118-96074-5 

Other Required Readings Available on Canvas in PDF  

• Leimgruber (2013) 

• Song (2019) 

• Otheguy et al., (2015)—Othguy, Garcia & Reid (2015) 

• Sayer (2012) 

• Caroll et al. (2008) 

• Mooney & Evans (2023) “Linguistic Landscape” 

 

Other Optional/Suggested Readings Available on Canvas in PDF  

• Canagarajah (2006)  

• Poza (2018) 
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• MacSwan (2017) 

• Shin et al., (2020) 

• Lin et al. (2020)—Lin, Wu & Lemke (2020) 

 

Course Learning Objectives 

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to be able to:  

1) Explain the following: 

a. The relationship between language and identity 

b. The nature of language change  

c. The social impact of standard language ideology 

d. Attitudes towards regional, ethnic, gender, and cross-cultural variation of language  

e. The need for respecting home language in education  

2) Analyze and categorize linguistic features in language samples  

3) Make recommendations for professionals in their chosen field about how to reduce bias 

towards language and language users 

4) Students will explain new or different perspectives as a result of learning from or with 

diverse communities or cultures. 

5) Students will draw conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from multiple 

fields of study or perspectives. 

 

Course Requirements 

Grading Plan and Scale (Table): 

Assignments Percentage Due Dates 

Readings & Discussion Posts 5% Discussion posts due in some weeks 

 

Bilingual Grammaticality 

Judgment Test (GJT) Survey 

20% due Jan 31 (Sat) & Feb 6 (Fri) 

Sociolinguistic Interview 

Analysis 

15% due Feb 28 (Sat) 

Discourse Analysis Project 

 

10% due Mar 16 (Mon) 

Linguistic Landscape Project 

- Outline 

- Presentation 

- Peer Review 

- Final Report 

(40% in total) 

5% 

10% 

5% 

20% 

 

Outline: due Apr 4 (Sat) 

Peer Review due Apr 18 (Sat) 

PPT Slides: due before the presentation day 

Final Report: due May 1 (Fri) 

Class Attendance and 

Participation 

10% Throughout the semester 

Total        100% 

 

Assignment Details: 

Readings and Discussion Participation:  

Discussions are an integral part of this class. On some weeks, you will read chapters or articles and 

post your thoughts, opinions, and perspectives on the discussion board in Canvas. Your participation 
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will be graded for each discussion based on the length and depth of the insights you share after 

carefully analyzing the prompts or questions provided on the discussion page. 

 

Bilingual Grammaticality Judgment Test (GJT) Survey (Pair/group work) 

Linguists often use speakers’ intuitions about language to deduce grammatical “rules”. The main tool 

for measuring language users’ intuitions about whether a particular sentence is grammatically correct 

or not is a grammaticality judgment test (GJT). To begin our exploration of language mixing, and to 

learn how GJT design and interpretation works, we will do a mini-research using your own GJT. For 

our purposes, we will design a short GJT to examine bilingual speakers’ judgments about mixed-

language sentences. The basic steps are:  

1. Using your own language repertoire (or teaming up with a bilingual partner), design a GJT of 

at least 10 items (sentences). 

2. Items include examples of intrasentential language-mixing: 

Fui a la tienda to buy some milk. (I went to the store to buy some milk) 

3. Include some sentences that you are pretty sure bilinguals would judge “acceptable”, some 

that you think are clearly “unacceptable”, and some that you are not sure about. 

4. Put your GJT as a survey on Google Forms or other survey platforms. 

5. Each item should include a Likert scale for respondents to rate (e.g., 1 to 5). Ensure that “5” 

represents “highly acceptable,” not “1,” to minimize confusion among survey respondents. 

6. Optionally, you can include questions to get other relevant information from respondents 

(e.g. age, gender, self-evaluation of bilingual proficiency, or elicit opinions on language-

mixing like “is it okay for people to mix languages?”) 

7. Get at least 10 bilingual friends to do your GJT.  

8. Then, analyze their responses. For example, why some of the responses were rated more 

“unacceptable” than others. 

9. Submit (a) your GJT survey items, (b) the link to your survey platform, and (c) the PPT 

slides for your presentation. 

 
Sociolinguistic Interview Analysis (Individual work) 

Interview a bilingual person about their views on language mixing. 

• Conduct a semi-structured interview. 

• Prepare an interview protocol (initial list of questions) 

• Duration: Any – as long or short as needed 

• Suggestion: Conduct via Zoom with recording/transcription feature. Alternatively, you can 

record the interview in person and transcribe it later using software such as MS Word’s 

transcript function. 

• Analysis: Complete a write-up/analytic memo, addressing the following points.  

• Note: Do not ask these questions verbatim. As the interviewer, aim to naturally elicit 

responses without explicitly revealing what you are looking for. 

• What are your participant’s views of language mixing?  

• What ideologies are embedded in her/his views? 

• Why do you think she/he sees language mixing in this way? How does it 

reflect this person’s bilingual identity? 

• Length: A 3-page, double-spaced interview analysis paper. 

• What to submit: (a) the 3-page analysis essay and (b) the interview transcript. 
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Discourse Analysis Project (Individual work) 

Discourse analysis is the study of language use in various contexts, focusing on how language 

functions in communication and how it shapes and is shaped by social interactions. This analysis 

examines patterns, structures, and functions of language to reveal how individuals and groups use 

language to achieve specific goals, manage social interactions, and construct identities. 

 

For this assignment, you will have the opportunity to analyze a conversation with a person of your 

choice: 

1. Record a conversation with someone you know (with their permission) for about 20 

minutes. 

a. Suggestion: Conduct the conversation via Zoom, using its recording and transcription 

features to assist with transcription. Alternatively, you can record the interview in 

person and transcribe it later using software such as MS Word’s transcript function. 

2. Extract the most interesting segment (approximately 1–1.5 minutes). 

3. You can analyze the segment using themes such as: 

a. Self-repair (correcting one's own utterance), 

b. Clarification requests (asking for clarification when something isn't clear), 

c. Hedging (showing uncertainty), 

d. Agreement 

e. Disagreeing 

f. Compliment acceptance, 

g. Offers, and refusals. 

4. You do not need to phonetically transcribe if it’s too difficult; you can just use a regular 

writing system. 

5. But, please include pauses in brackets as they are important.  

a. For example, (0.5) indicates a brief pause of half a second. 

b. For example, (2.0) indicates a longer pause of two seconds. 

6. Basic transcription conventions can be found in Mooney and Evans (2023) and Transcription 

Symbols on Canvas. 

7. You will submit the selected segment and your brief analysis together (around 2 pages in 

total). In class, you will discuss this in more detail. 

 

Linguistic Landscape Project (Group/individual work) 

A linguistic landscape involves analyzing the deliberate usage of language in specific ways within an 

environment. This assignment will allow you to explore the presence and use of various languages in 

your daily surroundings and gain insight into the linguistic and cultural diversity of your society and 

community. You are required to either physically visit or virtually explore one town, city, or area. 

Outline: 

• Length: 1 single-spaced page 

• Brief introduction of the chosen area (Brief background) 

• Brief descriptions of ethnic and cultural diversity in the area 

• Insightful pictures of the target area (e.g., signage, posters) 

Presentation: 

• In-class presentation with PowerPoint slides for 10-12 minutes (Submit slides 

beforehand.) 

• PPT Examples are provided on Canvas. 

Final Report: 
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• Length: Your paper in total should be 8-10 double-spaced pages, including core 

images. The entire paper, including all content (images and tables), should not exceed 10 

double-spaced pages, excluding references and appendices. The text alone—excluding 

images, tables, or figures, and references—should be at least 6 pages. 

• Additional Images: Any extra images you'd like me to review separately should be 

submitted in a separate document as supplementary material. 

• You will build upon the outline, presentation materials, and all other resources used to 

complete your final draft, demonstrating your understanding of the linguistic landscape of 

the chosen area. 

Components to Include in the Final Report: 

Each section should include at least one solid paragraph: 

• Background of the Area: Provide a general introduction to the area, including its racial, 

ethnic, and cultural makeup. Include a small screenshot of a map showing the target area. 

• Motivation for Choosing the Area: Explain your reasons for selecting this particular 

area. 

• Prior Expectations and Actual Experiences: Discuss your initial expectations before the 

visit (or virtual exploration) and compare them with the actual experiences encountered. 

• Challenges During Data Collection & Analysis: Describe the challenges faced during data 

collection and analysis. 

• Identity Expression: Analyze how the area's (or residents') identity is expressed and/or 

challenged. Include visual illustrations (images/photos taken) and discuss them in your 

text rather than simply including them without context. 

• Language Ideology and Social Dynamics of the Area: Summarize what you learned about 

the area in terms of language ideology and the power relations among languages, as well 

as social interaction and dynamics based on your linguistic landscape analysis. 

➢ This section is critical—dedicate at least half a page to it. 

• Conclusion: Briefly summarize the key points of the report. 

 

Course Policies 

Attendance Policy 

• You are required to attend all in-class meetings. The first two absences will not incur any penalty 

if you explain your circumstances to me in advance.  

 

Participation Policy 

• This course is designed to include discussion and other forms of collaboration and 

communication. Therefore, you are expected to be an active participant in the course. You should 

be willing and ready to regularly communicate with me and your classmates both in-person and 

online.  

• You are expected to show respect to other people as well as following the instructions, 

guidelines, and policies specified in this course and by the university.  

• You are expected to log into Canvas at least 1–2 times per week and check your official BSU 

email account daily to stay informed about announcements, assignments, and course updates. 

Failure to do so will not be considered a valid excuse for missed or late work. 

• You are expected to complete all assignments and any other activities by the due date. 
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Communication Plan 

• I will try to return email from your official BSU address within 48 hours during business 

days. 

• When I need to contact individual students, rather than the whole class, I will use email.  

 

Assignment Submission Policy 

• Most assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. EST on the due date indicated on Canvas.  

• Late submissions will be accepted with a loss of 10% of the available points up to one week 

after the due date.  

• Under exceptional circumstances, such as illness or other unforeseen issues, if you need to 

submit your work late—please contact me in advance to request permission to submit the 

work late without a penalty. If you have other circumstances that may affect your ability to 

submit work according to the designated schedule, please reach out to me to discuss potential 

accommodations or arrangements. 

• All assignments should be submitted on the designated assignment page on Canvas. I do not 

accept email submissions unless you are given permission to do so. 

• Technical issues are not a valid excuse for late work unless the problem stems from Canvas 

servers. 

• Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the last day of class. 

 

Grading and Feedback Policy  

• For the Readings and Discussion Board assignments, I may not comment on each of your 

submissions unless I think my comment is necessary to redirect the discussion or provide 

more accurate information.   

• For all other assignments, feedback is provided if there is any. If you have any questions or 

need more clarification on grading, please feel free to discuss it with me. I would be happy to 

explain further.  

• In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker 

on the assignment of grades. For information on grade appeal, consult the Ball State website. 

• Final grades will be assigned as follows: A 94-100%, A- 90-93.99%, B+ 87-89.99%, B 83-

86.99%, B-80-82.99%, and so on. For both assignments and final grades, the following are 

the general criteria:  

A. The student has demonstrated a thorough understanding of the topic/question and 

an ability to apply that knowledge to a variety of situations. The student has 

demonstrated clear and original answers to the topic/question. 

B. The student has completed the assignment adequately and has demonstrated some 

additional understanding of the concepts.  The student has provided clear and 

correct answers to the topic/question. 

C. The student has completed the assignment adequately. 

 

Letter Grade Range 

A 100% - 94% 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
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 A- <94% - 90% 

  B+ <90% - 87% 

B <87% - 84% 

 B- <84% - 80% 

  C+ <80% - 77% 

C <77% - 74% 

 C- <74% - 70% 

  D+ <70% - 67% 

D <67% - 64% 

 D- <64% - 61% 

F <61% - 0% 

 

Academic Integrity/Plagiarism Policy 

I will enforce rigorous standards of academic integrity in all aspects and assignments of this course. 

Please review the University's Academic Integrity Policy and other information on the Academic 

Affairs website. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to: 

• Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work 

• Working with another person on any assignment unless permitted to do so 

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with or without permission 

• Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you 

• Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites 

 

BSU Writing Center 

• All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are 

encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library 

First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to 

get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, 

and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, 

reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, 

resumes, and other digital or print texts.  

• To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go 

to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; 

however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 

 

Course Statements 

University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are 

welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and 

among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.  

Disability Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please 

contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for 

students with disabilities. You’ll need to have documentation on file with them before any 

https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/vice%20provost/files/student%20services/academic%20integrity/student%20academic%20ethics%20policy%20final.pdf?la=en&hash=E3D2FDC06E9EA61AF93F9B3B0427AEA32E651A76
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bsu.edu%2Fwritingcenter&data=05%7C02%7Cjuyeon.yoo%40bsu.edu%7C0070228b583c4cc6359d08dd2c2af196%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638715285145637482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FOvugSTk26d8Oe4SVzUeAZu6git582z2fl%2F6xWJqLpI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
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accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 

or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Canvas Accessibility: Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special 

attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users 

to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is 

designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The 

National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find 

more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT). 

 

FERPA and Privacy: As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under 

FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. 

Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed 

consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior 

consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to 

privacy by reading Ball State's statement on FERPA and Privacy Protection. 

 

Subject to change statement: This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of 

extenuating circumstances. 

 

Syllabus Statements 

• The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study 

skills tutoring.   

• Students can make appointments for virtual (Zoom) or in-person appointments.  

• Students can begin making appointments on Monday, January 8, 2024.  

• To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools 

section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. You can also download the 

Navigate Student app.  

• The Learning Center also has drop-in tutoring (no appointment necessary) for math, 

chemistry, and biology. Check our website for more information.  

• Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have 

received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered 

in the Learning Center.  

• For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-

285-1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu.  Follow us on Instagram and Twitter: 

BallStateLC 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.canvaslms.com/accessibility
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/ferpa
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjuyeon.yoo%40bsu.edu%7C6807fc69ad3b4e6147ce08db94fcafce%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638267585286649446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MoNqnFet3bvumbtBxpAR8BqGbTi3976IZzmJQdMB36k%3D&reserved=0
mailto:learncenter@bsu.edu

