COURSE SYLLABUS

ANTH 451 (3 credits)

THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF
MAGIC, WITCHCRAFT, AND RELIGION

Fall Semester 2026



Figure 1 This is information about Contacting and Meeting with Dr. Murray
Instructor: Dr. Cailín Murray
cemurray@bsu.edu
Office: BB 317

Student Hours: In person or on Zoom M 10-12 PM, F 11-12 or by appointment
Phone: 765-285-3568 (Office)
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

An anthropological study of humankind’s age-old concern with life, death, sickness, and the unknown. Discusses human attempts to control life through supernatural beings, prayer, sacrifice, and techniques of magic and witchcraft. The course will encourage anthropology majors and other interested students to go beyond the
capability of an introductory cultural anthropology course in exploring the meaning and 
significance of humankind’s universal quest for spiritual experience and awareness.

Why Study Diverse Religious Beliefs?

This course offers three powerful intellectual benefits. First, it provides a comparative framework for understanding how different cultures make meaning of their lived experiences, which allows us to see religion as a diverse human practice rather than a single unified system. Second, it develops critical analytical skills by examining religion as an historical, social and cultural force, shaping everything from ethics and identity to politics and power. Third, it cultivates cultural empathy and global awareness, equipping each of us with ways to engage thoughtfully with religious difference in an increasingly interconnected world.










STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES AND NACE COMPETENCIES

Figure 2 This is a table that aligns each Student Learning Outcome for the course to the NACE Workplace Competencies
	After completing this course, students should be able to:
	Related NACE Workplace Competencies

	1. Analyze Anthropological Theories and Concepts Related to Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion

· Students will be able to critically evaluate key anthropological theories and concepts, such as functionalism, structuralism, symbolic anthropology, and postcolonialism, as they relate to the study of magic, witchcraft, and religion across different cultures and societies.


	· Communication
· Critical thinking
· Diversity, equity, and inclusion
· Professionalism
· Teamwork

	2. Examine the Social, Cultural, and Political Roles of Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion
· Students will gain an understanding of how magic, witchcraft, and religion function within various social systems, exploring their roles in reinforcing social order, shaping identities, negotiating power, and responding to social or personal crises.

	· Critical thinking 
· Diversity, equity, and inclusion
· Communication

	
3. Compare and Contrast Different Cultural Approaches to Supernatural Beliefs and Practices
· Students will be able to compare the diversity of magical, witchcraft, and religious practices globally, recognizing both common themes (e.g., ritual, divination, healing) and unique cultural interpretations of the supernatural.

	· Communication
· Critical thinking skills
· Diversity, equity, and inclusion


	4. Critically Evaluate Contemporary Debates and Issues in the Anthropology of Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion
· Students will engage with contemporary scholarly debates about the relevance of magic, witchcraft, and religion in modern societies, including discussions on globalization, colonialism, gender, secularism, and the rise of new religious movements

	· Communication
· Critical thinking
· Diversity, equity, and inclusion



REQUIRED TEXTS

The books for this course are required. They are foundational for lectures, discussions, student assessments, and in-class learning activities for this semester. 
Books are listed in the order we will read them.
Willerslev, Rane. Soul Hunters: Hunting, Animism, and Personhood Among the Siberian Yukaghirs (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2007).
Chireau, Yvonne P. Black Magic: Religion and the African American Conjuring Tradition (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003).
Ellis, Rachel. In This Place Called Prison: Women’s Religious Life in the Shadow of Punishment (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2023).
Additional required readings are assigned and are provided as PDFs on our Canvas site.





POINTS AND GRADES

Figure 3 This is a table that provides how many points are required for each letter grade
	A 
	A - 
	B+ 
	B 
	B- 
	C+ 
	C 
	C- 
	D+ 
	D 
	D- 
	Fail 

	950-1000 
	900-949 
	850-899 
	820-849 
	800-819 
	750-799 
	720-789 
	700-719 
	650-699 
	620-649 
	600-619 
	0-618 




GRADED ASSIGNMENTS AND MIDTERMS and INSTRUCTOR EXPECTATIONS

Because this is a 400-level Anthropology course, my expectations for student engagement are higher. This course is designed for lecture, discussion, in-class learning exercises, in-class midterms and out of class independent research. To fully participate, students are expected to come to class prepared to engage. This means completing all assigned reading prior to each class. 
DISCUSSION GROUP LEADERSHIP ASSIGNMENT 	100 points

Students in teams of 2 will be 1. assigned required readings on which they will present a succinct synopsis to the class, and 2. Lead a discussion/activity about it. 
Please see the Canvas Assignments tab for more information.
MIDTERM EXAMS  300 points 

There are 2 midterm exams this semester. Each exam is worth 150 points. These will be held in class on hard copies and will include multiple choice, matching, true or false questions and essay responses. These are designed to assess student reading and familiarity with class content like lectures, discussions, and activities.
Please see the Canvas Assignments tab for dates.
GRADED IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS and ACTIVITIES 50 points each

Six in-class learning activities will be graded. To earn these points, you must be present. Students may drop one of these. I recommend you reserve this option for when you might be ill, experiencing an emergency, or attending an official BSU event off campus that conflicts with our class time. 
The sixth assignment is worth 20 points and if you complete all 6, those points will be calculated as extra credit.
Please see the Canvas Assignments tab for more information and dates.
FINAL RESEARCH PAPER 300 points

Each student will develop a research topic relevant to the course to research in greater depth. 
The final research paper assignment requires students to conduct research on a relevant topic of their choice. The final paper must meet university-level standards for scholarship. This means relying on peer-reviewed secondary scholarship (books, monographs, journal articles) as sources and where relevant, primary/archival sources. Students also have the option to conduct ethnographic research within a local faith community or group. However, the standard for engaging peer reviewed secondary sources in your paper is the same, regardless.  
Please see the Canvas Assignments tab for more information.
ATTENDANCE

Research indicates a clear correlation between regular attendance and grades, so I will take attendance for each class session. 
It is reasonable to miss up to 2 classes this semester for illnesses, personal emergencies, or conflicting BSU events that require you to be off campus. Missing more than 2 class sessions, requires a discussion with me. More than 2 unexcused absences will result in a deduction of 20 points from the final grade.
LATENESS

 Students are expected to be on time for class because late arrivals disrupt the class flow. However, lateness happens for reasons we cannot always control. Therefore, I will allow a 10-minute grace period before marking anyone late on Canvas Attendance.  Being marked late 3 or more times will result in a deduction of 10 points from the final grade.
MISSING CLASS DUE TO ACCOMMODATIONS

If you have an accommodation that allows you to miss some classes, the total number cannot be more than 5 for the entire semester. This includes the 2 days all students in the class are allowed as well as three additional days. A total of 5 missed class sessions in a Tu/Th class is equal to 2.5 weeks. More than that will have an impact on learning. Missing more than 5 class sessions will result in a deduction of 20 points from the final grade.  
[bookmark: _Course_Announcements_and][bookmark: _Canvas_and_Course][bookmark: _CANVAS_AND_INTERNET]
DUE DATES

Assignments and exams for this course have fixed due dates. If you are unable to meet the stated due date, you may have an additional 3 days to complete it without penalty[footnoteRef:2]. I may still accept it after this grace period, but additional points will be deducted for lateness.  [2:  This does NOT apply to the final project, which is due during Finals Week.] 


Except under special circumstances (see below), graded in-class assignments, including the Discussion Leadership assignment cannot be made up if you miss them. 

If you have extenuating and documented circumstances such as a hospitalization, severe contagious illness (Covid, Flu), or a family emergency, I will provide additional days as needed. If any of these require you to miss a graded, in-class assignment, you are expected to use your “drop 1” option first. If any of these apply to the Discussion Leadership assignment, I will provide you an alternative day, if one exists. You will be expected to complete the assignment without a partner. 

CANVAS AND INTERNET ACCESS

[bookmark: _Class_Schedule][bookmark: _COMMUNICATIONS]Dependable Internet access is essential for your success in this class. If all else fails, use a computer in Bracken Library. It is my policy to post all PPTs and other course content on Canvas. So, please alert me if there is an issue with accessibility so we can troubleshoot the problem. If you think it is an issue with your computer, reach out to IT ASAP.
COMMUNICATIONS

Students are fully responsible for reading course announcements and personal emails from me. The best practice is to check your email often, especially before each class session. Unless I am otherwise engaged, I check my email several times per day. This ensures I receive your communications quickly. I try to respond on the same day during the week. If I do not return your email within 24 hours, assume I have not seen it and reach out again.

I usually do not respond on weekends or after hours. 

If I cancel a class or change the schedule or the syllabus, I will generally always send out a class announcement first. I would need to be physically incapacitated to not do this.

CANVAS ALERTS

Students who miss due dates or have outstanding missing assignments will receive periodic emails through Canvas alerting them, even if they have made previous arrangements with me, until the issue is resolved.
[bookmark: _Policy_about_Masks]
SUBJECT TO CHANGE STATEMENT

This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 




University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression 

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Attendance

Please review this study on the link between attendance and student success. I strongly recommend students attend class regularly. 

Students are expected to review University policies regarding student absences. In accordance with Ball State policies, students will be allowed to miss class or submit late assignments for the following: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes participating in university- or department-approved activities, and university advisories.

Title IX

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment.

This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy

If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

Student Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

Student Support Services

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit our website or call 765-285-1006. 

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, visit our website. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

The Counseling Center 

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.

The Speaking Center  

The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

Canvas and Student Privacy

Canvas Accessibility

Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. 
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT). 

FERPA and Privacy

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 
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