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BALL STATE UNIVERSITY


To whom it may concern,

I had the pleasure of observing Dr. Jeff Fry’s Ethics course on 10/21/25. I’ll begin with some general remarks of the class and then offer some insights into Jeff’s interaction with the students.

Generally, Jeff kept a steady pace to the class. He introduced me and asked me if I had a joke to tell the class, adding that he likes to start off with a good joke. That set the tone for a relaxed atmosphere. To prep for the class Jeff prepared a handy outline of the various arguments he was going to talk about for the day. Then, he wrote on the board the basic structure of the class period. And Jeff stuck to it pretty consistently, while always being open to spontaneous questions and comments. He walked the class through the various arguments, presenting them in a logical sequence, while also charting them out on the board for easier comprehension. He also added a number of stories and examples along the way to clarify the point. The lecture was not brand-new material for the students; rather, it was organized in conjunction with the text the class was to read for the day. If the students did the reading they would have had a good handle on the material. Either way, by the end of the period a student has had an excellent understanding of the various arguments involved. 

As I already mentioned, along with the steady pace, Jeff kept a relaxed atmosphere. He is okay with students having their laptops or phones out, and for those who may have been tempted to not pay attention, he introduced an in-class writing assignment that had the students defend their own position on the ethics of euthanasia. Jeff got through all of his material, but he also asked a number of probing questions to the students and received back some engaging answers and opinions. One thing that that was really noticeable (and admirable), is that no matter what a student said, whether it wasn’t quite logical or somewhat misinformed, Jeff was always gentle with them. He would ask them follow-up questions so they could clarify, and if their position still seemed a bit off topic, he would draw parallels to their position and the original point, bringing them back to the question at hand. There was absolutely no air of pomposity or know-it-all posturing in Jeff’s demeanor to the students. He gently pushed back while inviting them to respond.

Overall, the class was genial and filled with lots of good argumentation and insights, as well as stories and examples. Jeff’s patience with students is to be emulated. 

Sincerely,
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Jason Powell, PhD
Teaching Professor of Honors Humanities, Ball State University
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